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To all whom it may concern: ' may be used I prefer the use of “medium”
Be it known that I, Rayaoxp B. Karn- yarn as better results have been obtained
BACH, a citizen of the United States, residing therefrom in_actual use. Both “common” 50
at the city of Philadelphia, county of Phil- and “medium” natural yarn is distinguished
8 adelphia, and State of Pennsylvania, have from other grades of commercial natural
invented certain new and useful Improved vyarn by the fact, that, the former is pos-
Braids and Methods of Making Floor Cov- sessed of a natural color (taupe, tan or ecru).
erings Therefrom, of which the following is In all other commercial natural yarn should 55
a specification. this natural color (taupe, tan or ercu) be de-
10 This invention, generally stated, relates sired, it is necessary to dye the yarn which
to braid and a fabric made therefrom and adds to the cost of manufacture. I have
has more especial relation to a natural wool further discovered, by employing either
braid and a fabric made therefrom for use “common” or “medium” yarn, which is in its 80
as w floor covering. natural state and color, for both braid core
18 Practice dictates, in the formation of wool - and surface strands, that, while the resultant
braid, that. frequently the surface strands product may be sold at a popular price its
do not entirely cover the core or stuffer yarn . appearance and wearing qualities are not
so, that, at intervals throughout the extent affected. As a matter of fact the wearing 65
 of the braid such core or stuffer is more or qualities therefor are materially increased
‘20 Tess exposed. Since for various reasons a hecause of the non-soiling features charac-
cotton or other core or stuffer cannot be sub- - terized by this yarn in its natural state and
stituted in the braid for one of wool, it is color (taupe, tan and ecru) and its appear-
essential, in order to manufacture a floor ance is attractive. I have also discovered, 70
"covering for sale at a popular price, that, that,in addition to a solid hackground as ob-
.2 an inexpensive character of wool core or tained by the use of natural yarn in its natu-
" stuffer be employed. If the core or stuffer ral state and color, braided fabrics having
in the braid be of one character of yarn and many attractive color schemes may be
the filler varns be of another character of formed by adding one or more surface 75
yarn, obviously, in view of the facts stated strands of dyed yarn. In either case there
30 as to core or stuffer exposure, an unsatisfac- is effected a braided fabric having a natural
tory fabric results. I have discovered that yarn core and natural yarn fillers to form the
natural yarn is most efficient for the pur- major portion of the fabric so that the body
poses desired. While natural yarn may be or background is possessed of non-soiling 80
obtained in diffevent grades only two grades characteristics. I have also discovered that
35 can be successfully employed commercially wool braid of the character under considera-
considered in the formation of my improved tion may be effectively used in making floor
braid and fabric. These two grades of nat- coverings by stitching the braid along adja-
ural yarn are commercially known as “com- cent edges with thread of a color matching 85
mon? natural yarn and “medium” natural the color of natural yarn (taupe, tan or
40 yarn. ecru). . In this way the stitching is not read-
While I prefer to use “medium” natural ily noticeable and further does not readily
varn stuffers and surface strands in the for- . soil being of the same color as the back-
mation of my braid and fabric I may, if ground of the floor covering. 66
desired. employ “common” natural wool — The mnature, characteristic features and
45 stuffers and surface strands. Both “com- scope of the Invention will be more fully
mon” and “medinm” yarn possess a natural understood from the following description
color (taupe, tan or ecru) and while either taken in connection with the accompanying
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drawings forming part hereof, and in-
which:

Fig. 1, is a view of a piece of braid man-
ufactured in accordance with the present in-
vention and illustrating black and white
varn braided in with the natural yvarn.

Fig. 2, is a view illustrating said style of
braid formed into a rug, and

Fig. 3,1is a view of a picce of braid manu-
factured exclusively of naturat yurn stuffers
and surface strands.

It will be understond that the braid itself
is of novel form and may be employved for
any desired purpose. However in practice
I employ the braid in a fabric for use as a
floor covering and for illustrative purposes
the following description will be restricted
thereto. A

- Referring now more especially to the
preferved embodiment of the invention, as
most commonly praciiced and as illustrated
in Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings, the color
scheme or ornmmentation is effected by
braiding with natural yarn core and surface
strands one or more additional surface
strands which are of dved yarn in contra-
distinction ‘o natural color, taupe tan or
ectu. In the floor covering selected fov
illustrative purposes an oval shaped rug.is
shown. Assuming for the sake of illustra-

tion that the color scheme selected is black

and white, I take two strands of natural
yarn as-a core or stuffer, designated 10, a
plurality of strands of the same character
of natural yarn as surface strands, desig-
nated 11, a strand of white yarn 12 and
a strand of black varn 13 as additional sur-
face strands and properly braid same to-
gether to provide a two-core, flat, all wool
braid having a natural yarn core or stuffer
and natural dyed yarn surface strands of
which the natural yarn dominates the dyed
yarn. The natural yarn core or stuffer is
comprised of two strands which are not
braided with the surface strands but pass
through the length of the braid in paral-
lelism.  In other words, the surface strands
are braided  around. the core. In other
words the major portien of the braid is of
natural yarn and forms a prominent body
or hackground upon which the color scheme
is more or less incidental. In forming an
oval rug of the braid above described, pref-
eeably, n continuous strip thereof is coiled
single ply commencing at the rog center
and adjacent edges are sccured together by
stitches prelerably by zigzag or overseam-
ing stitches 14 upon a sewing machine. The
complefed rug is reversible in form. The
background of the rug being of a natural
color faupe. tan or ccru does not show dust
and dirt and even if the dyed yarn becomes
soiled, the general appearance of the rug
is not thereby affected as would be the case
if the entire rug was of dyed'yarn. In other
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words the foundation of the fabric is of a
color: resembling that of earth and there-
fore does not veadily soil. The dyed yarn
when sotled by dust and divt, thereforve,
does *not present an effect much different
irom the background. _Another advantage
resides i the faet that since the background
of wrug or other floor covering is of natural
varn it readily lends itsell to varied treat-
ment as to color scheme. Thus by braid-
mg i with the natural varn surface strands
cne or more wool surface strands of a de-
sived color, a fabric may Dbe readily and
inexpensively manufactured to blend with a
given style of interior decoration.
Assuming that it is desired to provide
a braid having a solid body or background
of natural ywrn (taupe, tan or ecru) as
shown in Fig. 3, I take a plurality of
strands of natural yarn and properly braid
sume thus providing a structure in which
the core or stuffer strands 10’ and surface
strands 117 are of yarn possessed of charaec-
teristics in common. While the braiding of
cither of the above described braids may be
accomplished by hand in practice I effect
the same upon a machine suited for the
purpose. -During braid formation should
the natural yarn surface strands fail to en-
tirely cover the natural yarn core or stuffer,
exposure of the core or stuffer is not detri-
mental to the appearance of the braid since
the exposed parts are of the same material
as the fillers. As a matter of fact the ex-
posed coreor stuffer cannot be readily de-
tected.  Since natural yarn is possessed of
the same- efficient qualities as other com-
mercial yarn and since the natural color
(taupe, tan or ecru) presents a good appear-
ance bralded floor coverings may be manu-
factured for sale at a popular price.. This
is because natural yarn is less expensive
than is dyed yarn.  Also common and
medium yarns cost less to produce than
any of the other grades of natural yarn.
In addition to its cheapness, natural yarn,
due to the mnatural color (taupe, tan
or ecru) is possessed of non-soiling charac-
teristics so that a floor covering made there-
from does not disclose signs of wear, even
after prolonged wuse. = The braid when
formed is secured together by stitching ad-
jacent edges by hand although in practice
I effect same by overseaming or zigzag
stitching upon a sewing machine. I prefer
to use thread matching the color of natural
varn. TIf desired a floor covering having
a solid, natural yarn body may be suitably
decorated by means of hand painted designs.
Any shape of floor covering may be manu-
factured. ‘ o
“Common” and “medium” natural yarn
are both spun in grease. The grease may be
removed by scouring. In making my im-
proved braid and floor covering I prefer to
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use natural yarn, “common” or “medium”
from which the grease has been scoured,
although of course I may employ “common”

~natural yarn or “medium” natural yarn

with the grease remaining.

What 1 claim is:

As an article of manufacture, an all wool
two-core, flat braid comprising a plurality
of strands of natural (undyed) yarn and
strands of dyed yarn, of which, some of
the natural yarn serves as a core or stuffer

and of which the remainder of the natural
yarn and the dyed yarn serve as surface
strands, all being braided together to pro-

vide a background of natural yarn regard-

less of any exposure of the core or stuffer,
the dyed surface strands showing at inter-
vals upon said background.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto
signed my name.

RAYMOND B. KALBACH.




