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This invention Telates to improvements in.
clasps, buckles or similar fastening-devices
for ‘adjustably securing the ends of wrist-

‘watch straps, bands, bracelets and the like.

A principal object of the invention is to
provide a simple and efficient device for the
purpose specified which is comprised of a

minimum number of parts adapted for eco-
nomical manufacture from sheet-metal, and..
which may be easily assembled without the
use -of solder, screws, rivets or other. extra-.

neous-parts.. . E S o
Anothér object of the invention is to pro-
vide a clasp of the type specified which will

effect a more secure joinder between-the ends -
of the strap, band or the like without chance .
of their becoming accidentally unclasped or

detached.- ST 7 ;
Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a-clasp which is less bulky in size, neater

in appearance and free from unsightly pro-

jections or exposed sharp edges liable to catch
in the garments or to scratch or injure-the
flesh of the wearer. R
~ Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a clasp which may be easily adjusted to
meet the requirements of the wearer and
which may be readily unclasped to effect a
convenient removal of the strap or band from
the wrist. . - '
Further objects of the improvement are set

_ forth in the following specification which de-
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scribes a preferred form of construction of

the invention as illustrated by the accom- -

panying drawings. Inthe drawings:

"Fig. 1is a plan view of the improved clasp

- showing it as applied to-use for connecting
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the ends of a strap, band or bracelet;
Fig. 2is a side view of the same;
* Fig. 8 is a plan view of the clasp, shown
partly in section to illustrate the operating
parts of the device; Voo
Fig.41isa longitudinal sectional v1ew'of the
clasp taken on line 4—4 of Fig. 1, showing its
parts in closed relation and 1lustrating the
manner of gripping or holding the free end

-of the strap or band ;-

Fig. b is a view similar to Fig. 4, showing
the parts in unclasped or open relation; and
Fig. 6 isa composite ‘perspective view

showing the several parts in disassembled re-
lation, ' ‘

The present improvements are directed

particularly to a clasp of that type in which
one end of the strap or band is permanently

_attached while the other free end is passed
‘through the clasp from the opposite side to

be gripped at any desired point to adjust the
length of the band or bracelet. In the pres- -

ent improvement a more secure clasping of
the ends of the strap or band is accomplished
by bending the free end of the strap across
a fixed abutment and clamping it thereto:by

means of an 'angular-shaped clamp.

The device-is adapted  for use on straps,
bands or bracelets of any desired material
such as fabrie, leather or wire-mesh and in
the drawings the improved clasp designated
2 is shown as applied to use on a woven wire
band 8. The clasp 2 comprises three essen-

tial elements, a fixed member or base 4, .a

pivoted clamping-member 5 and a hinged
top or cover 6.- The main member 4, shown
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in-perspective view.in Fig. 6, is formed with

a flat base-plate 7 and-opposite parallel side

flanges 8 folded upwardly therefrom.. The -

side flanges 8 are extended beyond the rear-
ward edge of the base-plate T and provided

with holes 9 at their ends. ~ A-pin 10 extends
across the space between the flanges 8 and
passes through the holes 9 therein to serve-
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as a means for attaching the fixed end of the -

strap or band 4. :
Any suitable method may be employed for
securing. the fixed end of the strap or band to

“the main clasp-member 4 and; as herein
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shown, a bifurcated gripping-member 12.1is-
provided for this purpose. - The gripping-

member 12, shown in detail in Fig. 6, 1s con-

‘structed from sheet-metal folded on tself to

provide two opposite jaws 14, and cut away

‘through the fold to form a pair of opposite

loops or hinge-ears 15 adapted to receive the

.pin 10 which passes through the sides of the

clasp-member 4: 'The end of the woven wire:
band 3 is inserted between' the jaws 14 and.
soldered thereto, or the edges of the-jaws may-

‘be bent around to. frictionally grip the band,
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as illustrated in Fig. 5, to attach the latter -

without the use of solder." -
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726 of the plate 7 to deflect the strap there-

2

The clamping-member 5, shown in perspec-
tive view in Fig. 6, is also constructed of
sheet-metal, being formed with a flat top
which is shaped to a suitable configuration to
serve as a finger-lever 16, and this portion of
the clamp may be pierced or cut away to en-
hance its artistic appearance and render it

light in weight. Bent downwardly at right-

angles to the top portion of the clamp 5 is a
flange or lip 17, the lower edge of which is
adapted to engage against the strap or band 3
to clamp it against the base-plate 7 of the
member 4 of the clasp. A portion of the
metal of the flange 17 is continued rearward-
ly and bent around in a loop 18 which forms
a bearing or hinge for pivotally mounting
the clamp 5 on the cross-pin 10. It will be
noted by reference to Fig. 3 that the hinge
18 fits within the sides of the hinge-ears 15
on the gripping-member 12; the outer ends
of said ears 15 being arranged to bear against
the inner faces of the side flanges 8 on the
main clasp-member 4 when the parts are in as-
sembled relation. : :
The top or cover 6 consists of a flat plate
of sheet-metal having side flanges 20 folded
downwardly therefrom and provided with
holes 21 at one end thereof. The holes 21 re-
ceive the ends of the pin 10 which project
through the sides 8 of the member 4 and are
headed over as shown in Fig. 3 to hold the
parts in assembled relation. ‘The forward
edge of the cover 6 preferably has a lip or
projection 22 to adapt the finger-nail to be
inserted thereunder to lift the cover, and
the top of the cover may be suitably embel-
lished with engraving, pierced to provide an
ornamental - design, suitably -enameled in
colors or set with brilliants. At the forward
end of the cover 6 its side flanges 20 are in-
dented on the outside to form inwardly pro-
jecting protuberances 24, see Fig. 3, which
snap into apertures 25 in the side flanges 8
of the main clasp-member 4 to hold the cover

s closed. The apertures 25 are preferably

elongated to insure that the protuberances 24
will register therewith when the cover is
closed down on the clasp.

It is to be particularly noted that the clamp
b is pivoted to the main clasp-member 4 in
such position that the bottom edge of its
angular flange 17 will align- with the base-
plate 7 when the clamp is in closed position,
whereby it cooperates with the rearward edge

around to form a sharp bend or bight therein
which effects a secure clamping action.

- As above explained, the clamping action
is effected by bending the strap or band 3 at

substantially right-angles around the edge -
-a preferred embodiment of the clasp, it is to

26 of the base-plate 7 of the main clasp-mem-
ber 4. The strap is first adjusted to the
wearer’s wrist by sliding its free end through
the clasp to the desired position. The cover
6 is then closed down until the protuberances
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on its sides snap into the detent apertures 25

in the sides of the member 4. During this

closing movement the under side of the cover
6 will bear against the top of the clamp 5 to
swing the latter on its pivot to cause its
clamping lip 17 to impinge against the strap
to bend the latter around the edge 26 of the
plate 7 on the member 4. The strap is thus
deflected from its course and clamped against
this edge or abutment to securely grip it in

the clasp. A very secure hold on the strap-

is thus effected which will resist a longitudi-
nal pull of considerable strength.

hen it is desired to remove the strap from
the wrist it is only necessary to insert the
finger-nail under the lip 22 on the cover 6 to
lift the latter, the detent protuberances 24
being readily released to allow the cover to
swing upwardly. After the cover 6 has been
raised the clamp member 4 may be swung up-
wardly by inserting the finger-nail under its
forward portion 16 whereby to swing the
clamping lip 17 away from the abutment or
edge 26 as shown in Fig. 5 of the drawings.
With the clamp thus released the end of the
strap or band 3 is free to slide through the

“clasp to extend the length of the bracelet to

allow it to be slipped over the wrist or to de-
tach the ends where the strap is used in a
single length instead of looped double.

70

76

It will be observe that the present improve-

ment provides an. extremely simple and ef-
ficient device for the purpose specified with
the parts constructed from sheet-metal stamp-
ings to render them economical to manufac-
ture. The various elements of the device
may be assembled without the use of solder,
screws or rivets, thus eliminating all ex-
traneous parts liable to become loose and
cause shackly joints. The mechanical parts
of the clasp are entirely hidden from view
when the cover 6 is closed and this element
may be suitably embossed, engraved, pierced
or otherwise ornamented to enhance the
artistic appearance of the whole article.

A particular feature of the improvement
consists in deflecting the band or strap at
right-angles to its normal plane at the clamp-
ing point whereby to secure a more positive
grip thereon to prevent its accidental or un-
warranted release. 'This feature constitutes
an improvement over previous devices of the
present type in which the strap is merely
clamped down against a flat surface without
bending it across an abutment. Moreover,
through this provision the present improved
clasp is adapted for use with wrist-watch

“straps, bands or bracelets of fabric, leather or

wire mesh with equal efficiency.
While I have herein shown and described
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be - understood that various modifications -

may be made in the form and structure of
the parts of the device without departing
from the spirit or scope of the invention.
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Therefore, without limitation in this re-
spect, I claim:

1. In a device of the type specified, the
combination of a clasp-member comprising

‘a substantially flat base-plate having sides

bent upwardly therefrom and projecting be-
yond its rearward edge, means for fixedly se-
curing one end of a strap, band or bracelet
to the base-plate with its opposite end adapt-
ed to draw thereacross, an angular-shaped
clamp pivoted between the sides of the base-
plate and formed with a portion adapted to
be turned down into position at right-angles
to the plane of the base-plate in opposite rela-
tion to its edge whereby it will act on that
portion of the strap drawn across the base-
plate to bend it over the edge thereof and

bind it thereagainst to secure the ends of the

strap together, and ‘a cover hinged on the
pivotal axis of the clamp to adapt it to close

- dovwn across the top of the latter to hold the

25

~ thereacross, a clamp pivoted to the base-plate
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clamp in closed position and to conceal it
from view. . :

9. In a device of the type specified, the
combination of a clasp-member having a
base-plate, means for fixedly attaching one

ing a lip arranged ¢céentric to_ its pivotal
axis to adapt it to be swung down across
the rearward edge of the base-plate of the
clasp-member to bend the free end of the
strap therearound to clamp it thereagainst,
and a cover having sides hinged on the cross-
pin and adapted to close down over the base-
plate to cover and conceal the clamping-
member.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

CHARLES H. KESTENMAN.
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end of a strap, band or bracelet to said base- . -

plate with the opposite end adapted to slide

and having a finger-piece extending forward-

ly from its pivot, and a clamping portion -
arranged eccentric to its pivotal axis to adapt .
it to impinge against that portion of the -

- strap drawn through the clasp to cause the
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strap to be bent over the edge of the base-

plate of said clasp-member and clamped

thereagainst, a cover pivoted fo the base-plate -

and adapted to close down across its top to
cover ‘and conceal the clamp, and means
for latching the cover in closed position.

3. In a device of the type specified, the
combination of a main clasp-member having
a base-plate and opposite parallel sides; a
clamp pivoted to the sides of said base-plate

and having a finger-piece extending forward-

ly from its pivot and a lip proj ecting at right-
angles thereto to adapt it to be swung down
against a strap; band or ‘bracelet - passed
through the clasp to clamp the strap against
the base-plate, a cover hinged on the pivot of
the clamp and having side-flanges adapted to
close down over the sides of the base-plate,

_and detent-means for holding said cover in
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closed position. with: the clamp concealed
therebeneath.

4. In a device of the type specified, the
combination of “a clasp-member having a

 relatively flat base-plate and opposite paral-
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lel sides projecting upwardly therefrom and
extended beyond its rearward edge, 2 pin ex-

tending between the sides of said. base-plate,

a member swiveled on said pin and adapted
for permanent attachment to the end of a
strap, band or bracelet, an angular clamp-

ing-member also pivoted on the pin and hav-
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