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To all whom it may concern: o

Be it known that I, ERNST AXTHELM, & Giti-
zen of the United States of America, residing
at Pittsburg, in the county of Allegheny and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Shutter-
Fasteners, of which the following is a speci-
fication, reference being had therein to the
accompanying drawings. ‘

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in shutter - fasteners,
and has for its object to construct a fastener
for this purpose that will be extremely simple
in its construction, strong, durable, and effec-
tual in the performance of all its functions.

Briefly described the invention consists of
a plate which is countersunk in the shutter-
rail, so as to bring the face of the same flush
with the face of the shutter, said plate being
provided with a depressed portion, which
forms a cateh to operate the shutter and also
forms a bracket from which the gravity-catch
is suspended, said gravity-catch protruding
through the plate and adapted to engage in
a socket provided thereforin the window-sill;
and to this end the invention consists in the
novel construction,combination,and arrange-
ment of parts to be hereinafter more specific-
ally described, and particularly pointed out
in the claim. o

In-describing the invention in detail refer-
ence is had to the accompanying drawings,
forminga partof this specification,and where-
in like letters of reference indicate similar
parts throughout theseveral views,in which—

Figure 1is a side elevation of a portion of
a-building, showing my improved fasténerin
position. Fig. 2 is a front view of the fas-
tener. Tig.3isarearview of thesame. Fig.
4 is a side view showing the movement of the
gravity-latchin dotted lines. Tig. 5isa cross-
sectional view of the fastener and a portion
of the window-sill and shutter-rail. Tig. 6is
a perspective view of the fastener. TFig.7is
a perspective view of the locking-plate for the
gravity-latch. Fig. 8isa top plan view of the
fastener. ' - ’ i

Referring now to the drawings by refer-

provided with suitable screw-holes b b, coun-
tersunk on the frontof the plate, g0 as to per-
mit the screw-head to be perfectly flush with
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| the face of the plate. This piate isalso coun-

tersunk in the shutter-rail ¢, which is pro- -

vided with a recess d to receive the depressed

‘portion e of the plate, the opening f thus
formed in the plate serving as a catch to op-
erate the shutter. To the back of this de-
pressed portion e is secured, by means of a
rivet g, a plate &, having a slot A’ to permit
‘the vertical movement of the plate, said plate
having a protruding upper end % extending
through the slot or opening formed in the
plate and forming a finger-catch, by means
‘of which the latch may be lifted when it is
desired to release the same from its engage-
ment. This plate % carries a shank [, which
operates in a keeper.m.oun the back. of the
plate a, said shank having formed integral
therewith the catch or hook m, which pro-
trudes through a slot o in the plate and is pro-
vided with an inclined face n/, so as to cause
the same to lift the latch when it comes in
contact with the plate p, secured in the win-
dow-sill g and provided with a slot p’ to re-
ceive the said hook or latch.

The operation of my improved shutter-fas-
tener is as follows: Assuming that all parts
have been secured in their respective posi-
tions and the fastener attached to the shut-
ter-rail, the shutter being open, as is shown
in Tig. 1 of the drawings, the operator can
close the shutter by inserting the finger in
the opening f without engaging the protrud-
ing catch k, and as the inclined face 7' of the
hook or catch n comes in contact with the
plate p the latch will again fall by reason of
its own weight and the hook thereof firmly
engage the plate p, so as t6 securely lock the
shutter. .

When it is desired to unlock and open the
shutter, the operator when inserting the fin-
ger in the opening f places the same 1n a man-
ner toengageandliftthe catch &, which serves
to raise the catch outof itsengagement with
the locking-plate p, and the shutter may be
readily forced open. By this construction it
will ‘be observed that when the shutter is
closed the lock will operate automatically
without any assistance from the operator, and
it will also bé noted that various changes may
be made in the details of construction with-
out departing from the general spirit of my
invention. ’
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Ilaving fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Lotters

>atent,; is—

A fastener for shutters. and the like con-
sisting of a base-plate having 4 depression, a
portion of the walls of said depression being
citt away, a slot below said-depression; a plate
provided with a longitudinal opening secured
to the back of said depressed. portion, a pro-
jection formed on the upper end of said plate
and projecting through said eut-away portion
and forming a finger-catch, a shank operat-
ing in a keeper, said shank having formed in-
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tegral therewith a catceh or hool and protrud-
ing through said slot in the base-plate, said
catell or hook having an-inclined face, and
means whereby said fastener is secured to the
shutters, substantially as shown and de-
seribed:

Tn testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

ERNST AXTIHELM.
Witnesses:

H..C. EVERT,
GEO0. B. PARKER.
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