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24,858
HEATED FISHING ROD HANDLE

Clarence R. Phipps, 2321 17A St. SW., Calgary, Alberta,
Canada

Original No. 2,758,592, dated Aung. 14, 1956, Ser. No.
348,184, Apr. 13, 1953. Application for reissue May
2, 1958, Ser. No. 735,082

4 Claims. (CI. 126—208)

Mattier enclosed in heavy brackets [ J appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifi-
cation; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue.

This invention pertains to fishing rod handles, and re-
lates particularly to a fishing rod handle constructed in
such manner as to be capable of being heated, whereby
to afford comfort to the fisherman during cold weather.

It is a principal object of the present invention to pro-
vide a fishing rod handle constructed to receive remov-
ably within said handle a heating element adapted to pro-
vide heat to the handle surface.

Another important object of this invention is the pro-
vision of a fishing rod handle constructed to receive a
heating element therein and adapted to convey heat from
said element to the reel seat of the fishing rod, whereby
to maintain the reel in freely lubricated condition for
optimum performance.

A further important object of the present invention is
the provision of a fishing red handle constructed to re-
ceive a heating element therein, the handle having means
incorporated therewith for regulating the heat of the said
heating element, whereby to permit adjustment of the
heat to the desires of the user.

A still further object of the present invention is the
provision of a heated fishing rod handle of simplified con-
struction for economical manufacture, which is efficient
in operation, and is operable with maximum facility.

These and other objects and advantages of the present
invention will appear from the following detailed descrip-
tion taken in connection with the accompanying drawings,
in which:

Figure 1 is a fragmentary plan view of a fishing rod
handle having incorporated therewith means for heating
said handle in accordance with the present invention;

Figure 2 is a sectional view taken along the lines 2—2
in Figure 1 and showing details of the construction by
which to accommodate a heating element within the fish-
ing rod handle;

Figure 3 is a fragmentary side elevation of a different
form of fishing rod handle and illustrating a modified
construction of the handle by which a heating element
is incorporated therewith;

Figure 4 is a fragmentary plan view of the rearward
portion of the handle shown in Figure 3; and

Figure 5 is a sectional view taken along the lines 5—5
in Figures 3 and 4.

Considered in its broad aspects, the heated fishing rod
handle of the present invention invoives the provision of
a hollow handle having a metal liner therein defining a
chamber adapted to receive a heating element therein, the
metal liper being secured in heat conductive relation with
a metal reel seat forming a part of the fishing rod.

Referring to Figures 1 and 2 of the drawing, there is
shown in slightly enlarged view a fishing rod 10 ex-
tending at its lower end through a cork ferrule 11 and
secured to a metal tubular reel seat 12. The opposite
end of the reel seat is secured to a metal cylinder 13,
shown in the modifications of Figures 1 and 2 as being
of larger diameter than the reel seat. The end of cyl-
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2

inder 13 opposite the reel seat 12 is preferably closed
by wall 14,

As best shown in Figure 2 of the drawings, the cyl-
inder 13 is cut away for a substantial distance between
its ends and is provided with an arcuate door 15 which,
when closed, completes the circular cross section of the
cylinder 13. The door is pivotally secured to the cyl-
inder by means of the hinge 16 which interconnects the
adjacent edges of the cylinder and door. One or more.
catch lugs 17 is provided on the door adjacent the op-
posite edge thereof for smap engagement with the ad-
jacent edge of the cylinder 13 for purposes of securing
the door in closed position. A finger latch 18 projects
outwardly from the door on the side opposite hinge:
16 to facilitate opening of the door 15. :

It is to be noticed that the cylinder 13 is cut away
for the door 15 a distance slightly less than the diameter
of the cylinder. This construction is preferred in order
that the cylinder may receive through the door opening
a heating clement 19 of as large a size as is practicable.
The heating element is of construction well-known in the
art and is preferably of the type that empioys a wick
which is fed with lighter fluid contained in a chamber
filled with a fluid absorbent material. The wick is ig-
nited with a flame but does not burn with a flame.
The wick merely glows, substantially invisibly, by the
combustion of the fluid as the vapors of the latter mix
with air drawn in through the air ports 20 provided in
the heating element. »

The cylinder 13 forms the structural support for at’
least the hand grip portion of the handle of the fishing
rod. That is to say, the cylinder need not extend the
full length of the handle, as in the construction illus-
trated in Figure 1, the structural support for the remain-
ing length of the handle constituting, for example, a-
wooden plug. In any event, the structural support of
the handle is usually covered with a cork sheathing 21.
This sheathing is cut away in the area of the door 15
to permit operation of the latter.

The door 15 is provided with a plurality of openings
22, preferably positioned in proximity to the air ports
29 of the heating element 19. A plate 23, curved to the
radius of the door, is positioned adjacent the under side
of the door and secured to the latter for limited sliding
movement longitudinally of said door. One construc-
tion accommodating this action is illustrated in the draw-
ings, wherein the plate 23 is shown to be. provided with
tabs 24 extending upwardly from the corners of the plate
through slots formed in the door 15. These tabs are
bent over on the outer side of the door, whereby to se-
cure the plate in position with respect to said door.

The plate 23 is also provided with openings 26 ar-
ranged for cooperative registration with the openings 22
when the plate 23 is in one position of adjustment. It
is to be noted that the slots 25 are substantially longer -
than the width of the tabs 24 in order that the plate 23
may be moved longitudinally of the door for purposes
of effecting misalignment of the openings 22 and 26, for
purposes to be explained in detail hereinafter. The
movement of plate 23 is facilitated by means of a finger
button 27 secured to the plate by means of the stem 28
which extends through a slot 29 in the door 15.

The reel seat 12 is of conventional construction, being
provided at the handle end with a collar 36 having an
outwardly offset portion 31 which provides an underlying
space for receiving one end tongue of a reel (not shown),
and provided at the opposite end with a threaded section
32. This threaded section carries a threaded collar 33.
A sleeve 34 is mounted slidably upon the reel seat 12
and has an upwardly offset portion 35 providing an un-
derlying space for receiving the opposite tongue of the
reel. The sleeve 34 operates in conjunction with the
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threaded collar 33, the latter functioning by being threaded
toward the collar 30 to secure the reel firmly to the reel
seat.

In view of the provision of the openings 22 and 26 in
the door 15 and plate 23, respectively, there is preferably
provided means for preventing water from flowing off
of the fishing line reeved about the reel onto the door
and through said openings. Such means is #llustrated in
the drawings by the disc-shaped shield 36 secured to
the reel seat in between the door 15 and the collar
30. By means of this shield water flowing from the fish-
ing line is diverted downwardly away from the openings
communicating with the chamber containing the heating
élement 19.

The procedure for heating the fishing rod handle de-
scribed hereinbefore is as follows: The door 15 is opened
and the heating element 19 is removed for purposes of
lighting the same, in well-known manner. With the heat-
ing element ignited, the same is replaced within the cylin-
der 13 and the door 15 is snapped shut. The fisherman
then regulates the degree of opening between the open-
ings- 22, 26 by sliding the plate 23 by means of the finger
button. 27. In this manner the amount of heat generated
in the heating element may be regulated by controlling
the supply of air to the heating element, thereby regulat-

" ing the témperature of the fishing rod handle to the com-
fort of the fisherman.

The heat generated by the heating element 19 not only
heats the cylinder 13, but the heat is also conducted from
the cylinder to the reel seat 12. The reel seat, in turn,
conducts the heat through the metal tongues and frame-
work of: the reel, and thus the lubricant for the moving
parts of the reel is maintained at a warm temperature and
the ree] is kept in optimum working condition under all
kinds of weather conditions.

The modification illustrated in Figures 3, 4 and 5 of
the drawings is shown applied to a different type of fish-
ing rod. This rod comprises the rod 40 whose lower end
extends through ferrule 41 and is secured to one end of

the reel seat 42. The reel seat is offset intermediate its

ends, the offset portions being provided with threads 43
which: carries the threaded collar 44. The collar func-
tions in well-known manner to secure a reel (not shown)
to. the. said reel seat.

The end of reel seat 42 opposite the rod 40 is secured
to.one end of a metal cylinder 45, as by the cooperating
threads 46. If preferred, the reel seat and cylinder may
be formed as an integral structure. The end of cylin-
der 45 opposite the reel seat connection is releasably closed
by cap 47 which is secured to the ¢ylinder by means of
the threaded shoulder 48 engaging the internally threaded
section of the cylinder. The heating element 19, previ-
ously described, is receivable within the hollow cylinder
45 through the cap end of the latter. The heating ele-
ment is. preferably maintained in abutment with the
threaded end of the reel seat by means of the coil spring
49:secured to the cap 47, as shown in Figure 3.

A plurality of openings 50 are provided in the cylinder
45, preferably in the proximity of the openings 20 of
the heating element 19. An overlying plate 51, curved to
the contour of the outer surface of the cylinder 45, is
secured to the latter for limited longitudinal sliding move-
ment with respect thereto.
for- example, by means of the rivets 52 secured to the
cylinder and extending through longitudinal slots 53 pro-
vided adjacent the opposite ends of the plate 51. The
plate- 51. is also provided with openings 54 proportioned
and arranged for cooperative registration with the open-
ings 50 in one position of adjustment of the plate 51.
An upstanding finger catch 55 on the plate 51 serves to
facilitate movement of the plate to varying degrees of
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plained. in. detail hereinbefore.
The: cylinder 45 is covered with a. cork sheathing 56,
in, conventional manner. The sheathing is cut away in
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the area of plate 51 to permit movement of the latter and
to leave the openings 50, 54 exposed to the atmosphere
for drawing air into the chamber containing the heating
element 19.

Water is prevented from flowing off of the fishing line
reeved about the reel through the openings 50, 54 by the
provision of the disc shield 57 secured between the reel
seat and the cylinder 45, substantially in the same manner
as previously described.

The operation of the construction illustrated in Figures
3, 4 and 5 is substantially the same as in the modification
of Figures 1 and 2, the removal and installation of the
heating element 19 constituting the primary differences
in construction. The heating element is removed by first
unscrewing the cap 47 and allowing the heating element
to slide out through the open end of the cylinder 45.
The heating element is then ignited in the manner previ-
ously explained and reinserted in the cylinder and secured
against longitudinal displacement by the ¢oil spring 49
upon installation of the cap 47. The fisherman adjusts
the position of openings 54 with respect to openings 50
by manipulation of the plate 51 to obtain the degree of
warmth desired, in the manner explained hereinbefore.
While simultaneously heating the handle and the hand
of the fisherman, the heat from the element 19 is con-
ducted from the metal cylinder 45 through the meta] reel
seat 42 and framework of the reel supported thereby to
warm the lubricant employed in the reel and thereby
maintain optimum working condition of said reel.

From the foregoing it is believed to be apparent that
the present invention provides a fishing rod handle which
affords a degree of comfort and convenience to the fisher-
man not heretofore provided. By incorporation of the
heating element within the handle of the fishing rod, the
fiisherman is provided with means by which to maintain
his hands at a comfortable temperature in all conditions
of weather without limiting the activity of the fisherman.
That is to say, the fisherman may continue his sport in
comfort and with complete freedom of his hands to per-
form the various tasks and maneuvers required in fishing.
Moreover, the construction described hereinbefore pro-
vides for the simultaneocus heating of the reel seat and
teel to maintain the latter in optimum working condition
under all conditions of adverse weather. This is an im-
portant advantage of the present invention, for it thereby
maintains the operating characteristics of the reel sub-
stantially constant regardless of weather conditions.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that
various changes may be made in the details of construc-
tion described hereinbefore without departing from: the
scope and spirit of the present invention. For example,
other mechanical arrangements may be provided by which
to regulate the entrance of air to the chamber containing
the heating element 19. The heating element may be of
any type desired, such as chemical heaters, charcoal sticks
and others. The arrangement by which the door 15 is
mounted upon the cylinder 13 may also be changed in
any manner desired. For example, the door may be
secured releasably along both side edges by such means
as snap catches, rather than by the hinge arrangement
illustrated and described hereinbefore. The use of cork
as a sheathing materjal for fishing rod handles is well-
known and is shown herein merely for purposes of illus-
tration, It will be recognized that other sheathing mate-
rials, such as leather or wood may be substituted for the
cork if desired, and that no sheathing material need be
provided if not desired.

The foregoing and other changes may be made within
the scope of this invention. Accordingly, it is to be un-
derstood that the foregoing is merely illustrative of the
invention and is not to be considered in a limiting sense.

Having now described my invention and the manner
in which the same may be used, what T claim as new
and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. In combination, a fishing rod handle comprising a




24,858

5

metal reel seat, a hollow metal cylinder mounted on the
rearward end of the reel seat in heat conducting relation-
ship therewith, a heating element capable of being ig-
nited at one end and adapted to be contained within the
hollow cylinder with the ignitable end positioned adja-
cent the reel seat, the metal cylinder having an adjust-
able opening in the side wall thereof positioned in prox-
imity to the ignitable end of the heating element for reg-
ulating the admittance of air to said ignitable end.

2. In combination, a fishing rod handle comprising a
metal reel seat, a hollow metal cylinder mounted on the
rearward end of the reel seat in heat conducting rela-
tionship therewith, a heating element capable of being
ignited at one end and adapted to be contained within
the hollow cylinder with the ignitable end positioned
adjacent the reel seat, the metal cylinder having an ad-
justable opening in the side wall thereof positioned
in proximity to the ignitable end of the heating element
for regulating the admittance of air to said ignitable end,
and an outwardly projecting water shield mounted be-
tween the reel seat and said adjustable opening.

3. In combination, a fishing rod handle comprising a
metal reel seat, a hollow metal cylinder mounted on the
rearward end of the reel seat in heat conducting rela-
tionship therewith, a heating element capable of being
ignited at one end, and means supporting the heating
element within the hollow cylinder with the ignitable end
positioned adjacent the reel seat, the metal cylinder
having an opening in the side wall thereof positioned in
proximity to the ignitable end of the heating element for
the admittance of air to said ignitable end.
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4. In combination, a fishing rod handle comprising a
metal reel seat, a hollow metal cylinder mounted on the
rearward end of the reel seat in heat conducting relation-
ship therewith, a heating element capable of being ig-
nited at one end, means supporting the heating element
within the hollow cylinder with the ignitable end posi-
tioned adjacent the reel seat, the metal cylinder having
an opening in the side wall thereof positioned in prox-
imity to the ignitable end of the heating element for the
admittance of air to said ignitable end, and an outwardly
projecting water shield mounted between the reel seat
and said opening.
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