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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, VICTOR SEKINGER, a 

citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at Jeannette, in the county of West 
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moreland and State of Pennsylvania, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Photographer's Dark Room, of 
which the following is a specification, refer 
ence being had therein to the accompanying 
drawing. 

This invention relates to a photographer's 
dark room, and more particularly to a port 
able compartment in which films and plates 
can be developed, and plate holders re-loaded. 
My invention has for its object to provide a 

noyel folding compartment for developing 
trays, the compartment being so constructed 
that it can be easily carried, manipulated, 
and used with perfect safety with respect to 
the plates or films developed or manipulated 
therein. 
My invention aims to provide a portable 

compartment shaped similar to an ordinary 
grip or valise, whereby the compartment can 
e easily carried by amateurs, staff and field 

photographers, who find it necessary to im 
mediately develop plates and films that have 
been exposed. 
To this end, I have constructed a simple 

and inexpensive dark room wherein novel 
means is employed for insuring darkness 
during the manipulation and developing of a 
plate or film within the darkroom. 
The dark room is constructed to facilitate 

the work of an operator when developing 
plates or films and after being once placed in 
an operative position, it can be used to expe 
Siously produce fully developed plates or 

S. 

The detail construction entering into my 
invention will be presently described and 
then specifically pointed out in the appended 
claims. 

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of a dark room folded so that it may be 
readily carried, Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sec 
tional view of the same, Fig. 3 is a transverse 
sectional view of the darkroom, Fig. 4 is a per 
spective view of the darkroom in position to 
be used for developing plates or films, Fig. 5 is 
a front elevation of the darkroom as closed or 
in a portable position, the same being broken 
away and partly in section to illustrate one 
of the spacing supports thereof, Fig. 6 is a 
longitudinal sectional view of the dark room 
in position to be used, Fig. 7 is a cross sec 

tional view of the same, and Fig. 8 is a cross 
sectional view of a detachable lamp house. 
To put my invention into practice, I pro 

vide a darkroom of a box-like structure 1, 
preferably constructed of wood or similar 
light and durable material. The upper in 
ner edges of the structure 1 are provided 
with inwardly projecting strips 2 for retain 
ing a rectangular frame 3 in engagement with 
the structure 1, said frame 3 being of a depth 
corresponding approximately to the depth 
of the structure 1 and telescoped thereby. 
The frame 3 besides having retaining flanges 
4, has its upper edge provided with a rim 5, 
recessed as at 6 to receive a hinged lid 7, car 
ried by the rim 5 of the frame 3. 
The frame 3 is retained in an elevated posi 

tion by spacer supports 8 pivotally mounted, 
as at 9, in slots 10 provided therefor in the 
rim 5 of the frame 3. The supports are 
swung downwardly to rest upon the upper 
edges of the structure 1 and support the 
frame 3 in a raised or elevated position. The 
spacer Supports are arranged at the front and 
rear edges of the rim 5, whereby the frame 3 
will be substantially supported. 
The frame 3 is retained within the struc 

ture 1 by pivoted latches 11 carried by the 
front edge of the rim 5, said latches engaging 
pins 12 carried by the structure 1 and pins 14 
carried by the front edge of the hinged lid 7. 
These double latches retain the darkroom in 
a compact form, while the same is not being 
used. 
The front wall of the frame 3 is provided 

with an oblong opening 15 for a flexible hood 
16 having two hand openings 17, provided 
with elastic bands (not shown) for retaining 
the hood Snugly upon the wrist of a person's 
arms inserted through the hood into the 
structure 1 or the frame 3. The flexible 
hood 16 is preferably made of a light proof 
material, such as rubber silk, and permits of 
a person freely manipulating his hands with 
in the structure 1 or the frame 3. 
One end of the frame 3 is slotted, as at 18, 

for a flexible chute 19, having buttons 20, 
whereby the chute can be closed to prevent 
light passing through the same. The plate 
holders or film rolls, from which plates or 
films have been removed, can be ejected 
from the dark room through said chute. 
The rear wall of the frame 3 is provided 

with an opening 21 covered by a colored 
piece of transparent material 22 such as red 
glass, or a material conducive to the develop 

60 

70 

75 

80 

90 

95 

00 

105 

0. 



--- 

iment of films or plates. One side of the rear 
wall of the frame is provided with guide-ways 
23 for a slide 24, which can be closed to ex 
clude light from the dark room that might 
pass through the opening 21. 
When the frame 3 has been elevated or 

raised, a lamp house 25 is adapted to fit be 
tween the rim 5 and the upper edges of the 
structure 1, said lamp house being substan 
tially rectangular in cross section and pro 
vided with a rear hinged door 26, whereby 
easy access can be had to the interior of the 
lamp house 25 without removing the same 
from engagement with the darkroom. To 
firmly hold the lamp house in position in 
front of the opening 21, I provide the edges 
with clips 27 for engaging the top edges of 
the structure 1, and the resilient clip 28 for 
engaging under the rim 5 of the frame 3. 

In the lamp house 25 is arranged a candle 
or lamp holder 29 and a detachable incandes 
cent bulb and reflector 30, which is fed from 
a storage battery 31, carried within the lamp 
house, when the incandescent bulb is to be 
used as a lighting medium. In order that 
the electrical circuit can be easily controlled, 
a switch 32 of a conventional form is ar 
ranged at the lower edge of the frame 3. 
The end of the frame 3 opposite the chute 

19 is provided with an opening 33 covered by 
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an ordinary lens and shutter 34, whereby the 
light will be admitted to the interior of the 
dark room, thus permitting of the dark room 
being used in the day time, particularly by 
travelers, who often desire to develop films or 
plates or print postal cards or pictures upon a 
sensitized paper. To further aid the operator 
in observing the interior of the dark room, 
the hinged lid. 7 is provided with an opening 
35 covered by a colored piece of glass 36. 
The opening 35 is shielded by an auxiliary 
hinged lid 37 having flexible side shields 38. 
The auxiliary lid 37 when closed lies flush 
with the hinged lid. 7 and is retained in a 
closed position by a conventional form of 
clasp 39. 
In the boxlike structure 1 can be placed a 

'suitable number of trays 40 for developing or 
fixing films or plates therein. The structure 
1 is also provided with a suitable handle 41, 
whereby the same can be easily carried. 
When the dark room is in a closed and port 
able condition, the trays 40 are piled one 
upon the other and the lamp house 25 placed 
within the structure. The glass covered 
openings of the frame 3 are shielded by the 
telescopic structure 1. In this position, the 
dark room can be easily carried. 
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When the dark room is to be used, the 
60 film rolls or plate holders are removed from 

the camera, and after the frame 3 has been 
{elevated and the spacer supports properly 
: arranged, the trays can be filled with the de 
veloping and fixing solutions, and the films, 

65 rolls or plate holders placed in the darkroom. 

- -- the dark room during the manipulation and 

The operator then inserts his hands through. 
the hand opening 17 of the hood 16 and by 
observing through the opening 35 the films 
or plates can be easily manipulated within 

70 
development of the films or plates, the film. 
rollers or plate holders being ejected through 
the chute 19. 
The lamp house 25 is easily controlled 

from the interior of the dark room, or from 
the exterior thereof, and as each and every 
opening is shielded by a hood, chute or cov 
ered glass, perfect safety of developing plates 
or films within the dark room is assured. 
To prevent light from penetrating in 

cracks or joints in the construction of the 
darkroom, I cover the exterior surface of the 
entire dark room with oil cloth, leather or a 
similar material. 

It is thought that the operation and use 
fulness of my dark room will be apparent to 
photographers, and those skilled in the art. 
It is obvious that such changes in the struc 
tural details as are permissible by the ap 
pended claims can be resorted to without de- 90 
parting from the spirit and scope of the in 
vention. 

Having now described my invention what 
I claim as new, is:- 1. A photographer's dark room embody 
ing a frame, a box-like structure adapted to 
telescope said frame, a hinged lid carried by 
said frame and having an opening formed 
therein, an auxiliary shielded lid adapted to 
close said opening, said frame having open- 100 
ings formed therein, a flexible hood normally 
closing one of said openings, a flexible chute 
normally closing another of said openings, a 
lamp house detachably connected to said 
frame adjacent to another of said openings, 
spacing supports for supporting said frame 
in an elevated position with respect to said 
box-like structure; double clasps for holding 
said lid, frame and box-like structure to 
gether, and a handle carried by said box- 110 
like structure. 

2. A photographer's dark room embody 
ing a frame, a box-like structure adapted to 
telescope said frame, a hinged lid carried by 
said frame and having an opening formed 115 
therein, an auxiliary shielded lid adapted to 
close said opening, said frame having open 
ings formed therein, a flexible hood normally 
closing one of said openings, a flexible chute 
normally closing another of said openings, a 120 
lamp house detachably connected to said 
frame adjacent to another of said openings, 
spacing supports for Supporting said frame 
in an elevated position with respect to said 
box-like structure; and double clasps for 125 
holding said lid, frame and box-like structure 
together. - 

3. A photographer's dark room embody 
ing a frame, a box-like structure adapted to 
telescope said frame, a hinged lid carried by 130 
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said frame and having an opening formed 
therein, an auxiliary shielded lid adapted to 
close said opening, said frame having open 
ings formed therein, a flexible hood normally 
closing one of said openings, a flexible chute 
normally closing another of said openings, a 
lamp house detachably connected to said 
frame adjacent to another of said openings, 
and spacing supports for supporting said 
frame in an elevated position with respect 
to said box-like structure. 

4. A photographer's dark room compris 
ing a frame, a box-like structure telescoping 
said frame and having an opening formed 
therein, said frame having openings formed 
therein, a flexible hood normally closing one 
of said openings, a flexible chute normally 
closing another of said openings, a lamp 
house detachably connected to said frame 
adjacent to another of said openings, and 
means for maintaining said frame in an ele 
vated position with respect to said box-like 
Structure. 

5. A photographer's dark room compris 
ing a frame, a box-like structure telescoping 
said frame and having an opening formed 
therein, said frame having openings formed 
therein, a flexible hood normally closing one 
of said openings, a flexible chute normally 
closing another of said openings, a lamp 
house detachably connected to said frame 
adjacent to another of said openings. 

6. A photographer's dark room compris 
ing a portable folding compartment, a por 
tion of said compartment having openings 
formed therein, a hood normally closing one 

of said openings, a chute normally closing 
another of said openings, a lamp house de 
tachably connected to a portion of said com 
partment adjacent to another of said ope 
ings, and means for retaining said compart 
ment in a folded position. - 

7. A photographer's dark room compris 
ing a structure, amovable frame housed by said structure, a hinged lid carried by said 
frame, said frame having openings formed 
therein, and a lamp house arranged ex 
teriorly of and detachably connected to said 
frame. 

8. A photographer's dark room compris 
ing a structure, amovable frame housed by 
said structure, a lid hinged to said frame, a 
lamp house arranged exteriorly of and de 
tachably connected to said frame, and means 
for retaining said frame within said struc 
ture. 

9. A photographer's dark room compris 
ing a structure, a movable frame housed by 
said structure, a lid hinged to said frame, and 
a lamp house arranged exteriorly of and de 
tachably connected to said frame. 

10. A photographer's dark room compris 
ing a portable structure, a movable frame 
housed thereby, and a lamp house arranged 
exteriorly of and detachably connected to 
said frame. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

VICTOR SEKINGER. 
Witnesses: 

T. C. BECKER, 
S. C. DAUGHERTY. 
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