Oct. 23, 1951 M. K. LAPORTE 2,572,08_9

COMBINED COVER AND ILLUMINATING MEANS FOR TELE%HONES

Filed Sept. 6, 1950

8

INVENTOR

_Warx% A -/qook/e ‘

"~ ATTORNEYS




Patented Oct. 23, 1951

UNITED STATES PATENT

2,572,089

OFFICE

2,572,089

COMBINED COVER AND ILLUMINATING
MEANS FOR TELEPHONES

Marie K. Laporte, Arlington County, Va.
Application September 6, 1950, Serial No. 183,428

5 Claims.

This invention relates to a combined means for
housing and illuminating the dials of dial-type
telephones. This application is a continuation
in part of my copending application, Serial
Number 134,243, filed December 21, 1949, now
Patent No. 2,560,653, granted July 17, 1951. Like
my application aforesaid this invention contem-
plates, broadly, the provision of a light-weight,
relatively thin, plastic shell shaped and dimen-
sioned to fit over and conceal practically all of
the base and superstructure of a desk-type tele-
phone set, said shell serving to house and carry
means for illuminating the dial of the telephone.

The improvements embodied in the device of
the present application reside in providing s
shell-like plastic cover comprising a base portion
adapted to fit over the base of a conventional
telephone, and an integral superstructure shaped
to fit over the upper portion of such telephone,

such superstructure comprising two spaced tower- °

like end members connected by a transverse,
horizontal bridge, the whole forming an arch-
like portion through which the dial proper of the
telephone projects, to be accessible to the user.
Both the bridge and the tower-like portions are
preferably concavo-convex in cross section with
their concave faces inwardly disposed, so that
they present channeled members for receiving
and housing the illuminating means hereinafter
described. The upper front wall of the base is
cut out to accommodate the dial and the arch-
like portion is integral with the base and serves
to tie together the side walls of the relatively thin
shell at a point adjacent the cut out portion of
the top wall.

The invention will be best understood by ref-
erence to the accompanying drawing wherein
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a shell-like cover
constructed in accordance with the invention.
Figure 2 is a longitudinal front to rear sectional
view thereof, Figure 3 is a fragmentary sectional
view upon line 3—3 of Figure 2, and Figure ¢ is
a diagrammatic view of one form of wiring which
may be employed. Like numerals designate corre-
sponding parts in all of the figures of the draw-
ing.

In carrying out the invention I provide an
ornamental light-weight plastic-material shell,
shaped in general to snugly embrace a desk-type
telephone, and comprising, to that end, a base
portion 5% and a superstructure 5, upstanding
from the base 52, At its front the superstructure
comprises two upstanding towers 6, which are
tied together at their tops by a bridge 7. The
towers and bridge are comcavo-convex in cross
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section and, interiorly, present channeled por-
tions. As a whole they present an attractive
arch-like structure. The channeled bridge is uti-
lized to house a horizontally disposed electric light
8 which may be of either an ordinary incan-
descent bulb type or may be of the incandescent
gas or neon type. The current supply may be
from any suitable source, such as a house lighting
circuit for example. The electric cable or cord 9
includes the leads I8, 102, {07, and (6% includes
contact strips 13 and 14 in its. length (see Fig. 4).
One strip 13 is a spring strip and tends to spring
toward its companion strip (4. A plunger 15
moves in a guideway 16, its upper end {52 pro-
jecting upwardly beyond the superstructure of
the shell far enough to be engaged and depressed
by the conventional transmitter-receiver arm of
the telephone hand set when the telephone is not
in use.

By referring to Fig. 3 it will be seen that the
base is enough wider than the superstructure to
provide an overhanging wall at 18 and the contact
strips i3 and 14 are supported from an insulating
block IT that is secured to this overhanging wall.
It will also be seen that the lower end of plunger
15 is curved outwardly beneath this overhanging
wall so that it may, when depressed, engage and
depress strip 13 and move it out of contact with
strip 14. Thus the light will be extinguished by
the act of placing the receiver-transmitter arm
in its position of non-use but will be automati-
cally lighted when the receiver-transmitter is
lifted out of its engagement with the end 152 of
strip 16. 'The circuit is completed at this time
through lead 18 (which leads directly to the light
socket 82) and lead 10® through contact strips
13 and i4.

To render it possible to keep the light lighted,
even after the receiver-transmitter is placed upon
the plunger 15, is a manually-operated switch §8
and shunt lead {8® are provided. When switch 18
is closed a circuit is completed through lead {0,
lamp socket 82, switch 18 and lead [0P back to 10s
and independently of the position of contact strips
13 and (4. .

Thus the device of the invention may be uti-
lized as a small bed or night light, or it may be
employed to give such illumination as to make
it possible for a person to make written notes of
a just completed telephone conversation, or, un-
der the act of lifting the transmitter from plunger
{5 such illumination of the dial of the telephone
may be had as to make the use of the dial possi-
ble without turning on the roem lights. It is
especially to be noted how the front wall 1= of
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the bridge T depends to a point low enough to
constitute a shield by which the eyes of the user
are shielded from the glare of the lamp and yet
the light from the lamp may illuminate the face
of the dial. While I have described the bridge
and towers as being concavo-convex in cross sec-
tion, the making the bridge in that way is the
feature of primary importance because such con-
struction provides an elongated housing for an
elongated light which yields uniform illumination
across the width of the dial. And while making
the towers concave on their inner sides adapts at
least one of the towers to house the wires as
shown, yet the function of the bridee and towers
in forming an arch-like structure to span the
open space through which the phone dial projects
and to tie together the opposite sides of the fragile
shell, is present, whether the towers present hol-
low inner sides, or not.

The invention is not limited to the precise ar-
rangement shown but includes within its purview
whatever changes fairly comeé within either fhe
terms or the spirit of the appended claims.

Having described my invention what I claim is:

1. A thin plastic cover shell for telephones com-
prising a base chaped to fit over the base of a
telephone, and a superstructure upon said base
shaped to fit over the upper portion of the tele-
phone, said superstructure at its front comprising
a pair of upstanding tower-like members and a
connecting bridge between said tower-like mem-
bers, said bridge being concavo-convex in cress
section, and an electric light lying within the con-
cave side of the bridge, said tower-like members
at their lower ends merging into and being in-
tegral” with said base, said bridge and towers
presenting & structure of open arch-like forma-
tion through the open front of which the dial of
a telephone may project when the cover shell is

placed upon a dial telephone, and said bridge and ¢

towers complementally tying together the opposite
sides of the base.

2. A cover shell for telephones comprising a
base shaped to fit over the base of a telephone,

and a superstructure upon said base shaped to «

fit over the upper portion of the telephone, said
superstructure at its front comprising a pair of
upstanding tower-like members, one at each side
of the base, and a connecting bridge between said

tower-like members, said bridge being concavo~ |

convex in cross section, with the concave side of
the bridge facing downwardly, and an electric
light lying within the concave side of the bridge,
said bridge and towers presenting a structure of
oben arch-like formation through the open front
of which the dial of a telephone may project
when the cover shell is placed upon a dial tele-
phone, a plunger carried by the shell in a posi-
tion to be depressed by the transmitter-receiver
arm of the telephone when said arm is placed in
its position of non-use, circuit controlling mem-
bers actuated by said plunger, an electric circuit
in which said controlling members and said lamp
are included, a branch circuit and a manually-
operable switch in the branch circuit, said switch
being mounted upon one of said tower-like mem-
bers and said branch circuit completing a circuit
to the lamp to energize the same independently
of said plunger and its circuit controliing
members, said bridge and tower-like members
complementally tying together the opposite side
portions of the base portion of the cover shell.

3. A thin plastic cover shell for telephones
comprising a base shaped to fit gver the base of
a telephone, and a superstructure upon said base
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shaped to fit over the upper portion of the fele~
phone, said shell having its upper front wall cut
out to receive the dial of a telephone and said
superstructure at its front comprising a pair of
upstanding tower-like members and a connecting’
bridge between said tower-like members, said
bridge keing concavo-convex in cross section, and
an electric light lying within the concave side
of the bridge, said bridge arid towers presenting
a structure of open arch-like formation through
the open front of which the dial of a telephone
may project when the cover shell is placed upon &
dial télephone and which arch structure ties to-
gether the side portions of the base adjacent said
cub out portion of the upper front walls, and con-
ductors for conveying current to thé electric light
which conductors are houséd in one of said tower-~
like members.

4, In combination a relatively thin plastic cover
shell shaped to fit over and conceal a desk type
telephone said shell comprising a base portmn as
widé as the base of the telephone with which 1t is
used, and alsd comiprising an integral supersiruc=
ture materially narrower thdan the base poruon
said superstructure includirg & pair of upstand-
ing tower-like members, the lower ends of which
merge into the base portlon and are integral
therewith, a bridge fhat is concavo-convex in
cross section extending betweeén and tying to~
gether the tops of said towers, thé corcave side
of said bridge being disposed downwardly, the
said towers being sufficiently spaced from each
other to permit the dial of a telephone to pass
therebetween and fo be exposed at the outer for~
ward portion of the base, the upper forward por-
tion of the base portion being cut oub to receive
the dial, an electric light housed within the con-
cave under side of said bridge, a control switch
for said electrie light having an actuating mem-
ber disposed upon an outer face of oneé of said
tower-like members, said tower-like niéntbérs hav~
ing vertically channeled inner faces, 4 second
electric switch, a control means for the $écond:
switch disposed in position to be depressed Wher
the handset is placed in a position of non-uSe,
conductors leading from the second switch up-~
wardly through the channeled inner face of one
of said tower-like members and current supply
means leading through the base to the second
named switch.

5. In combination a relatively thin ornamental
plastic shell shaped to fit over and conceal a
desk type dial telephone, said shell comprising a
base portion as wide as the base of the telephone
with which it is used and also comprising an in-
tegral superstructure materially narrower than
the base portion, the front of said superstructure
being shaped to present an open arch comprising
upstanding side members and & transverse bridge,
the side members being spaced apart enough to
permit the dial of the telephone to pass there-
between and the upper forward portion of the
base of the shell being cut out to permit the said
dial to project upwardly through said cut out
portion, the lower portions of the upstanding
side members being integral with the base por-
tion of the shell and together with said
bridge tying together the opposite sides of said
base portion of the shell, an electric light sup-
ported upon the bridge and overlying and il-
luminating said dial, an electric circuit in which:
said light is included, means for conducting elec-
tric current to said circuit and a control switch.
located in and controlling said circuit, said con-
trol switch being carried by the shell and located
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