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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Marearer N. Ross,
a ditizen of the United States, and a resi-
dent of Boston, in the county of Suffolk and
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Vanity-Boxes, of which the following is
a full and exact description.

The object of this invention is the con-
struction of an improved box for the recep-
tion of such small articles as women wish to
have at hand, such as a mirror, powder puff,
coin carrier and the like. To this end, 1
have adapted for my purpose what is known
as a trick box, that is, one comprising a
case, a removable end and slide, and the box
proper or receiver; the receiver being pro-
vided with a leck for retaining it within the
case when the slide is withdrawn, or for
releasing it and permitting the receiver to
be drawn out with the slide. To the inner
surface of the slide is attached a mirror, so
that when withdrawn alone the mirror is in
readiness for use, while the withdrawal of
the slide and receiver together, the latter’s
centents are revealed.

Referring to the drawings forming part
of this specification, Figure 1 is a perspec-
tive view of a vanity box embodying my
improvements. Fig. 2 is a cross section of
the case. Fig. 8 is a longitudinal section of
the box showing one form of my locking
device. Ifig. 4 is a sectional view showing
said locking device in engagement. Fig. 5
is a sectional view illustrating another form
of locking device.

In the manufacture of this vanity box, I
prefer to form the case by soldering or
brazing tcgether the edges of two cupped
members 1, 2, the line 3 in Figs. 1 aund
2 showing such juncture, the end 4 being
afterward sawed or cut away from the re-
mainder of the case. To said end 4 is at-
tached the slide comprising a bottom 5 and
sides 6 but no end, slidable within the case.
Slidable within said slide is the receiver 7
comprising a bcttom, sides and ends, and in
which are placed the puff, coins or other ar-
ticles for which the box is designed. For
leeking said receiver in place, a resilient
hook 9 is attached to its inner end 8, and
adapted by its engagement with the fixéd
cross bar 10 (Fig. 4) to hold the receiver
from Dbeing withdrawn when the slide is
pulled out. To release said leck at will and
so permit the receiver to be withdrawn with
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the slide and to appear as an integral part
thereof, said hook or latch 9 is formed with
an extension 11, against which a movable
member is designed to be pressed in a manner
to disengage said latch from said cross bar.
Such a movable member is preferably a
small plate 12 resiliently held by a light
spring 18 against the surface of the case
immediately about the glot 14, as shown in
Fig. 4. By pressing this plate inward, as
by the thumb-nail in said slot, the lower
edge of said plate or an extension of said

spring 13, contacts with said extension 11

and forces the latch downward enough to
release it from said cross bar. If the said
pressure is continued and the finger nail
forced inward sufliciently, the receiver 7 will
be started upon its outward journey far
encugh to carry the latch beyond the possi-
bility of reéngagement with the cross bar,
as shown in Ifig. 3. Sald plate 12 may be
made of a size to fit loosely within the slot
14, or somewhat larger than the slot so as to
be pressed against the interior of the case
about the slot; but in either event said plate
becomes a part of the case, and a part there-
of adapted to be moved inward by exteriorly
applied pressure. Anocther means for un-
locking the receiver by such exteriorly ap-
plied pressure is illustrated in Fig. 5, where
the hook 9 projecting from the inner end of
the receiver may or may not be resilient.
For the engagement of this hook, a small le-
ver 15 is intermediately secured to the inner
surface of the upper member of the case, as

at 16, with one portion lying against said in--

ner surface and the other portion 17 curved
down to engage said hook. When the receiver
is slid inward to its limit, said hook slips
past the extremity of said portion 17, by the
slight bending of either or both, and snaps
into engagement with the end -of said part
17. Tor releasing the hook, all that requires
to be done is to press inward the portion of
the case immediately over the end 18 of the
lever 15, and thereby to raise its other end
out of its engagement with the hook. The
sheet metal composing the case being quite
thin, it presses inward quite easily; and the
end 8 of the receiver, since it stands close be-
neath the fulecrum rivet 16, insures that said
rivet or fulerum point shall not press inward
and so lessen the pivotal action of the
lever 15.

The slide-bottcm 5 may be of German sil-
ver or other metal capable of receiving a
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sufficiently high polish to convert the inner
surface into a mirror 20 (Fig. 1) ; while the
receiver 7 may be provided with sufficient
partiticns 21 to adapt it for containing a
powder puff in one compartment, a coin
purse in ancther, and still other vanity ar-
ticles in a third compartment.

What I claim is: :

A vanity box comprising a case, a slide,
a receiver or box proper, an engaging device
projecting from the inner end of the re-
ceiver, a lever pivoted at an intermediate
point to the case approximately over the
mner end of the receiver and having one
arm extended along the inner surface of the

1,168,778

case toward the center of one of the latter’s
flat sides, the other end of the lever being
disposed to engage with said engaging de-
vice to hold the receiver from withdrawal,

but to release the same when said flat side is o

pressed inward and the lever has its engag-
ing end thereby swung out of such engage-
ment.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing
invention, I have hereunto set my hand this
13th day of November, 1913,

MARGARET N. ROSS.

Witnesses: '

A. Biepmawm,
Harry Sivverman.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents.
Washington, D, C.”



