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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
NURSERY CHAER 

Walter. A. Huffman, Indianapolis, and Bernard 
Uline, Nappanee, End.; said Huffman assignor 
to Nappanee Lumber and Manufacturing Com 
pany, Nappanee, Ind., a corporation of Indiana, 

Application March 8, 1941, Serial No. 382,329 
(Cl. 155-31) 2 Claims. 

This invention relates to improvements in a 
nursery chair, and more particularly to a training 
chair of the type commonly known as a “toilet 
seat'. Previously, chairs of this type, particu 
larly those provided with trays, have had various 
disadvantages. Primary among these disadvan 
tages was the fact that the tray prevented the 
training of a child to use the chair on his own 
initiative, since the tray prevented him from 
Walking to the chair and sitting thereon. The 
previous tray Constructions have been such that 
the tray was so secured or mounted upon the 
chair as to be positioned transversely thereof at 
all times. Trays of an adjustable construction 
have been used, but these have been adjustable 
only in a forward direction or by pivotal move 
ment, and have remained transversely between 
the side members of the chair in all adjusted 
positions. As a result, it has not been possible to 
use the previous types of chairs for the purpose of : 
training a child to seat himself on the chair of his 
CWn initiative, but rather it has been necessary to 
lift a child into the chair because of the position 
and existence of the tray. 
Therefore, it is the primary object of this inven 

tion to provide a nursery chair having a tray 
which is So mounted as to be removed or bodily 
shifted to an out-of-the-Way position relative to 
the chair to permit a child to Walk thereto and 
Seat himself thereon. 
A further object is to provide a chair of this 

character which is inexpensive, which may be 
readily assembled and disassembled, and hence 
shipped in knocked-down condition. 
A further object is to provide a chair of this 

character With side members shaped to simulate 
a bird or animal having a body portion and an 
elevated head portion, wherein a seat and back 
are secured to the body portions of the side mem 
bers and wherein guide means are carried by the 
head portions of the side members for releasably 
mounting a tray and accommodating bodily Sepa 
ration of the tray from at least one side member 
to permit a child to walk between the head por 
tions and assume a seated position on the chair. 
A further object is to provide a chair of this 

character with side members, a seat and a back 
supported by and interconnecting said side mem 
bers, and means adapted to removably position 
and support the opposite ends of a tray, wherein 
said seat and back constitute the sole means 
interconnecting the side members. 
A further object is to provide a chair of this 

character with a tray removably mounted on 
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the upper face of the tray at one edge, and a strap 
detachably Securing the opposite edge of the tray 
With the chair seat and cooperating With the 
retainers to lock the tray on the backet. 
Other objects will be apparent from the de 

Scription, dra Wing, and appended claims. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a view of the chair in side elevation. 
Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the chair. 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged longitudinal vertical Sec 

tion of the chair taken on line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged detail View of the tray and 

a Supporting bracket therefor, illustrating the 
tray in cross section, and also illustrating in 
dotted lines an intermediate position of the tray 
during the operation of mounting the same upon 
the bracketS. 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of one of the tray 
Supporting bracketS. 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary perspective view illus 
trating a modified embodiment of the invention 
Wherein the tray is pivoted to a side member. 
Referring to the drawing, which illustrates the 

preferred embodiment of the invention, the nu 
meral designates the side member's or panels 
of the chair. Members are suitably shaped 
and decorated to simulate a bird or an animal. 
As here shown, the side members are shaped and 
decorated to provide a body portion , an up 
wardly extending neck portion 12, a head portion 
3, and a beakportion 4 shaped and decorated to 

simulate a duck, and a portion 5 shaped and 
decorated to simulate a background; thus pro 
viding intermediate portion and upWardly ex 

5 tending portions 2-3, and 5 at opposite ends 
of member 0. 
A suitable seat member 6 and back member 

are secured in desired relation between the side 
members 0, as by means of screws 8 passing 
through said side members and into the edges of 
the parts 6 and 7. It will be understood that 
the sides may be So shaped and proportioned that 
when the seat 6 is at proper level, the upper 
edges of the body portions f f of the side member 
will form arm rests. The back member 7 is 
secured between the portions f of the side mem 
bers. 
Each of the side members 5 is provided with a 

bracket 9 secured at its inner face preferably at 
the head portion 3 and beak portion 4 thereof. 
As best illustrated in Fig. 5, this bracket 9 is of 
elongated shape having a rear upwardly extend 
ing portion 20, a front upwardly extending por 
tion 2, and a short rearwardly extending portion 

brackets having retainers at one end overlying 55 22 projecting from the upper end of portion 2, 



2 
Brackets 9 may be formed from Wood or other 
suitable material, and are Secured to the side 
members by ScreWS or the like, 
A tray 23 of a length to fit Snugly but slidably 

between the opposite side members O and of a 
Width less than the Spacing between portions 20 
and 2 of bracketS 9 is adapted to be Supported 
at its ends by brackets 9. In this connection, 
it will be obvious that the tray is mounted on 
the chair or applied to the brackets by first hold 
ing the same in an inclined position to insert One 
side edge thereof under the retainer members 
22 of the brackets as illustrated in dotted lines 
in Fig. 4, and then is lowered upon the bracket 
I9 between the bracket portions 2 and 20. A 
leather strap 24 is secured at its ends to tray 
23 and seat 6, at least one of said strap ends 
being provided With detachable Securing means, 
here illustrated as a Snap fastener 25 at its lower 
end. It Will be obvious that the front edge of 
the tray is held against tilting movement by the 
retainer portions 22 of the brackets, and that 
the rear edge of the tray is held in place upon 
the brackets by the strap 24, and in this way the 
tray is mounted and secured in its operative re 
lation. The device may be shipped in knocked 
down form with all of the parts disconnected, 
except that the brackets 9 may be permanently 
Secured to the side members without materially 
increasing the Space required for shipment of 
the parts. When the parts arrive at their desti 
nation, they can be assembled easily and quickly 
by applying the screws 8 to secure together the 
side members to, seat 6 and back 7. There 
upon, the tray 23 may be applied in operative po 
sition supported upon the brackets 9. Then the 
chair is ready for use. 
The chair may be used in the conventional 

manner, that is, by placing a child thereon as is 
done with all present chairs. However, the chair 
has the additional advantage that the tray 23 
may be removed at Will if desired. The chair 
may be used for training purposes When the tray 
is removed, and a child can be taught to Walk to 
and seat himself upon the chair. 
The use of the configured side members ?o pro 

vided with the upwardly projecting portions 
2-3 and 5 has the advantage of permitting 

the side members to be formed of one piece and 
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to be properly decorated to render the same at 
tractive, while at the same time forming supports 
for the elements of the chair, such as the seat 
6, the back 7, and tray 23. Simplicity of Con 

struction, and attractiveneSS of appearance, are 
thus obtained. At the same time, these features 
do not interfere with the necessary functional 
purposes of the chair, nor With the use of the 
upper edges of the body portion of the side 
members as arm rests, nor with the proper loca 
tion of the seat, back, and tray. 
While the tray supporting construction illus 

trated in Figs. 4 and 5 is preferred, it is not es 
sential to the construction. Thus, as illustrated 
in Fig. 6, the head portion 3 and beak portion 
4 of one of the side members 2 may have a 
hinge 26 connected thereto and to one edge or 
end of the tray 23. The pintle of the hinge 26 
is horizontally positioned so that the tray may 
be swung upwardly into substantial parallelism 
with said side member, as illustrated in dotted 
lines in Fig. 6. This construction requires that 
Some means, for example, a bar or a member 
similar to the bracket 9 but having the portion 
22 eliminated therefron, be Secured to the Side 
member opposite that mounting the hinge for 
supporting the free end of the tray 23. The 
strap 24 may be secured betWeen the tray 23 and 
the seat 6 as in the preferred form, and when 
so arranged the strap constitutes means for pre 
venting movement of the tray in the same man 
ner that the strap prevents such manner in the 
preferred embodiment of the invention. 
We claim: 
1. A nursery chair comprising a pair of Side 

panels, a seat member interconnecting said pan 
els, a bracket carried by each panel above and 
forwardly of Said Seat, Said bracket being Of Sub 
stantially U-shape and having a horizontal por 
tion extending inwardly from the upper end of 
one arm thereof and terminating in Spaced re 
lation to the other arm, and a tray removably 
supported at its ends upon said brackets. 

2. A nursery chair as defined in claim 1, and 
a strap detachably connecting said seat and the 
edge of said tray located opposite Said horizontal 
bracket portion. 

WALTER, A, HUEFMAN. 
BERNARD UNE. 


