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IMPROVEMENT iN INDEX-TAGS.

Specification forming part of Lettera Patent No. 178,005, dated April 11, 1676; epplicaticn filed
C ' ‘ January 14,1876,

To all whom it may concern : .

Be it known that I, ANDREW J. JONES, of
Cincinnati, Hamiiton eounty, Oblo, have in-
vénted a new and useful Constructionof Index-
Tags for Blank Books, &e., of which the fol-

Jowing is a specification:

My inveution relates to an improved con-
struction and arrangement of the lettered

‘tags or ears, which it is customary to attach

to the edges of the index-leaves of the larger

‘kinds of blank books, sueh as ledgers, record-

books,and thelike; witereby theliability totear
and mutildte the record by the use of such ap-
pendages is greatly lessened or wholly avoided.
With this object in view, I so form the sback
of the tugs—the part by which they are at-
tached to the leat-edge—as to embrace con-
giderably wore of the said edge than the dis-
tance between the consecutive tags, so that
the tags overlap one another, each tug having
such upward or downward prolongation be-
yond its inscribed portion, as to extend re-
spectively in front and rear of those immedi-

diately below and above it in'the alphabetical -

or oflier sefies, and being, as' before stated,
thus made to grasp a mnch larger portion of
the leaf-edge, so as to distribute the strain
thereon, and to avoid the shearing and rend-
ing action upon the leaves incident to the use
of the customary tags. e
Tarthermore, index-tags made, on my plan,
differ from the cowmon . obversely-lettered
tags in that the characters, instead -of being

* placed at mid-height of the projeeting portion,

are applied near the bottom of theitag on its

frout side, and near. the top of thetag on its
oR O MR ,

rear side, - - P Ly

__In the preferred form of my improvement;
that portion of each tag whith ' projects be-
yond the leaf to which it is attached, incloses

" g filling strip-or. stiffener of  ¢ard-board or
other suitable material, firmly pasted or'glued

within it. ‘ VL T
In the accompanying drawing; Figure 11is
a front view of a printed blank for conversion
into index-tags on my plan. Fig. 2 shows the
same in itscrimped con‘ditign. Figs.3and 4 are
r views of-such 2

blank -in its folded and stiffened ceudition.
Fig. 5 shows the component fags neodnosd
by severing such blank tranversely, ab the
dotted lines, Fig.1. Tig. 8 and 7 are per-
spective views of a portion of 2 book furnished
with my improved tags, and being opened
from the frout and rear respeciively. . ¥ig. 8
ig an enlarged transverse sectiow of oue of |y

tags, aud a portiou of the attached leaf ,":i%
@ may represent a portion of a blank ook,
having & customary set of index-leaves,’d. o
is a piece of leather or other saitablie materinl,
imprinted with a namber of consecutive lettere.
or other characters in the represented dupli-
cate arraugement, the characters being se
disposed as to be near the bottom pdges of
their respective tags on their front gides, sud
near the top edges of said tags on their rear
sides, This arrangement of the lettering en- .
ables the overlapping of the consecutive tags,
without obseuring one ancthe.s characters.
This relation of the tags is shown in Figs. &
and 7. e¢isa strip of eard, stiff paper, or.other

tough and sufficiently rigid material, which

being gined or pasted firmly within the erimped.
fold f of the blaik, discharges the JHeveral
aseful functions of gaging the tags in their
application to their respective leaves, of stiff
ening the projection; portion f, and of causing
such portion to betlugh with the portion g, -
which is gummed ¢r glued to the leaf, . ’
Index-tags thus constructed may be nann-
factured as a specjalty, and become an drticle
of merchandise, bath in the strip form. (soe
Figs. 3 and 4) and i the separated or compiete -
form, (see Fig. 5.)- \\\ o }
The operation of Ryahufacture is, preferably,
to take strips of 1e?tf;3‘ er or other suitable ma-
terial of double the width of the finished tag,
and of length sufficight to receive the whole .
geries of characters, ¢t any fractional portion
of them, and interveping unlettered spaces,
substantially as represented. ST
The location of the characters is sach that
they occupy the lowei front portions, and the
upper }ear ‘portions of the finished iags, a8
seen in|Figs. 3 fo 7, idclusive. = °
Any 'desirad number of strips being pre-
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pared, a8 in Fig. 1, are folded, as in Fig. 2,
aud have their fillings glued fast in sald fold,
a8 in Figs. 3 and 4. .

The inner surfaces of the wings ¢ being then
coated with mucilage, and the strips separated
transversely at the dotted lines, Fig. 1, the tags
are ready for attachment to their apprcariate
leaves ab any time.

Large numbérs of tags may be thus con-
strneted, and be pub away in packages as an
article of merchandise. Also, strips, such as
Fig. 3, may be prepared and sold to the trade
and othera, : ' _

1 am aware that it has been customary to
fusert re-enforcing strips or ciiffening pieces
in index-tags ; but such additions have, in the |
arrangements. heretofore employed, only in-

seb 15y band.,

@ - 196,608

creased or aggravated the shearing action of
the conseentive tags upon the paper, instead

| 0f a8 ip my arrangement contribating an ad.

ditional protection against such actien. .

I claim as new and of my invention—

A series of index-tags, d, so formed, io-
seribed, and arrasged npon the index-leaves
of a book as to overlap, withous obseuring,
the characters upon the super and subjacent
tags, sabstantisily as sef forth,

In testimony of which invention, I hereuntc

A, 3, JONES.
Atiest: :

Gro. H. Knigar,

Huxuey U, Tinkes.



