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(54) METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR MEASURING ELECTRON SPIN RESONANCE

(57) Disclosed are a method of measuring ESR in a
sample located outside a resonator using the B1 leaking
to the exterior from the end of the resonator; and an ESR
device comprised of at least a resonator capable of ap-
plying a B1 leaking from the end of the resonator to a

sample located outside the resonator, and a magnet lo-
cated on the resonator side of a plane containing the
end of the resonator that is capable of applying a B0 and
a modulation field. These inventions enable ESR meas-
urement of the interior of large samples.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an electron
spin resonance (ESR) measurement method and a
measurement device for detecting free radials in large
samples. More particularly, the present invention relates
to a method of measuring ESR in samples outside a res-
onator using the alternating magnetic field (B1) leaking
to the exterior from the end of the resonator, and to an
ESR device in which a resonator, a main electromagnet,
and a field modulation coil are integrated to implement
this method.

Related Arts

[0002] Free radicals are known to induce or aggravate
a variety of diseases such as cancer, acute inflamma-
tion, ulcers, and myocardial infarction. Accordingly, it is
anticipated that it will be possible to apply the in vivo
detection of free radicals to the establishment of meth-
ods of diagnosing, treating, and preventing diseases re-
lating to free radicals.
[0003] Previous ESR methods are known to be good
methods of nondestructively detecting with high sensi-
tivity the unpaired electrons of free radicals within sub-
stances. Further, it is possible to read a variety of infor-
mation about a substance from changes in, and the
range of, fluctuation of the Larmor precession frequency
in the field of unpaired electrons. Measuring ESR in vivo
requires the measurement at ordinary temperature of a
high-volume, high dielectric loss sample in the form of
an organism. However, in previous ESR, the sample in-
sertion space of the resonator, which is the detection
element, is small and the resonant frequency (about 9.5
GHz) is the high dielectric loss band of water, precluding
in vivo measurement.
[0004] Accordingly, the methods of lowering the fre-
quency to decrease the dielectric loss and increasing
the size of the resonator to widen the sample insertion
space have been adopted. However, the resonators that
have been fabricated thus far have been limited to a size
permitting the insertion of small experimental animals;
no device permitting practical use has been developed.
[0005] Methods of observing the free radicals on the
surface of a large sample such as an organism by using
a resonator as a probe head are also being examined.
The use of parallel components of B1 as a plane consti-
tuting part of the loop of the resonator, permitting the
positioning of the main magnet and the field modulation
coil on a plane parallel with the loop plane, and the use
of an entire device of this type as a probe head to
achieve size reduction and integration have been con-
ceived (Patent Application Publication No. Hei
11-046076). In this method, ESR measurement of the
surface of a large sample is possible, but deep meas-
urement, that is, ESR measurement of the interior of the

sample, is impossible.
[0006] In consideration of such problems of prior art,
the present invention has for its object to provide an ESR
measurement method and device capable of ESR
measurement of the interior of large samples.

Disclosure of the Invention

[0007] The present inventors conducted extensive re-
search into achieving the above-stated objects, result-
ing in the discovery that it was possible to conduct ESR
measurement of the interior of a sample positioned out-
side the resonator by employing the B1 leaking to the
exterior from the end of the resonator, and that by em-
ploying a device integrating a resonator capable of sup-
plying B1 to a sample located outside the resonator, and
an electromagnet capable of supplying a static magnetic
field (B0) and a modulation field from the resonator side
rather than from a plane contained within the end of the
resonator, ESR measurement of the interior of a large
sample was possible. The present invention was de-
vised on the basis of this knowledge.
[0008] That is, the present invention provides a meth-
od of measuring ESR in a. sample located outside a res-
onator using B1 leaking to the exterior from the end of
the resonator. In a preferred mode of implementing the
present invention, B1 are applied by the end of the res-
onator to a sample located outside the resonator, and
using a magnet located on the resonator side of a plane
containing the end of the resonator to apply B0 and a
modulation field to the sample, the ESR of the sample
is measured. Low-frequency microwaves to radiowaves
are employed with preference as the ESR irradiation in
the present invention.
[0009] The present invention further provides an ESR
device comprised of at least a resonator capable of ap-
plying B1 leaking from the end of the resonator to a sam-
ple located outside the resonator, and a magnet located
on the resonator side of a plane containing the end of
the resonator that is capable of applying B0 and a mod-
ulation field. In the ESR device of the present invention,
the resonator, main electromagnet, and field modulation
coil are positioned on the resonator side of the plane
containing the end of the resonator.

Brief Description of the Figures

[0010]

Fig. 1 is a drawing showing the configuration of the
ESR device of the present invention.
Fig. 2 is a figure showing the general appearance
of an ESR device prepared in an embodiment of the
present invention.
Fig. 3 is a drawing showing the positional relation
between the resonator and the sample in ESR
measurement conducted by the embodiment of the
present invention.
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Fig. 4 is a drawing showing the results of measure-
ment in the embodiment of the present invention in
the form of signals obtained during measurement
of a free radical sample positioned 10 mm below
the lower end of the resonator.

Detailed Description of the Invention

[0011] The method and device of the present inven-
tion will be described in detail below with reference to
Fig. 1. However, the scope of the present invention is
not limited to the examples described.
[0012] The present invention is characterized in that
ESR measurement of the interior of a sample positioned
outside the resonator is conducted using B1 leaking to
the outside from the end of the resonator. Supplemental
Fig. 1 shows an example of a device suited to the appli-
cation of the present invention. In this device, a resona-
tor 1, main magnet 2, and field modulation coil 3 are in-
tegrated and are all positioned on a plane 4 containing
the end of the resonator. A sample 5 is placed below
this plane and ESR measurement is conducted outside
of resonator 1 using the B1 6 leaking to the exterior from
resonator 1 and the B0 7, generated perpendicular
thereto by the electromagnet.
[0013] Any shape known to persons skilled in the art
may be suitably selected for the material of resonator 1
employed in the present invention. A nonmagnetic con-
ductor such as silver, copper, or aluminum, or a non-
magnetic dielectric material such as a ceramic or Teflon
may be employed as the material. Examples of shapes
are surface coil resonators and loop gap resonators; a
resonator configured as a simple LC circuit may be em-
ployed. However, to achieve a leak B1 of adequate in-
tensity and good uniformity, the resonator inductor is de-
sirably cylindrical in shape, with a comparatively uniform
internal B1. A resonator inductor portion loop diameter
is desirably employed that is adequately smaller than
the wavelength used. The frequency of irradiated elec-
tromagnetic waves, that is, the resonant frequency of
the resonator, is not specifically limited. However, a low-
frequency microwave to radiowave of less than 1 GHz
is desirable.
[0014] Main magnet 2 is desirably positioned so as
not to impede sample 5 placed outside resonator 1. Spe-
cifically, it must be positioned to the resonator side of
the plane containing the end of the resonator. Any shape
known to those skilled in the art may be suitably selected
for main magnet 2. Examples are permanent magnets,
iron-core coil electromagnets, and air-core coil electro-
magnets. However, it is desirable to employ an iron core
and incorporate a magnetic circuit to achieve an ade-
quately strong B0 of good uniformity. The B0 intensity
can be suitably selected based on the resonant frequen-
cy employed, but at a resonant frequency of 1 GHz or
below, 40 mT or less is desirable.
[0015] Field modulation coil 3 is also desirably posi-
tioned so as not to impede sample 5 placed outside res-

onator 1. Specifically, it must be positioned to the reso-
nator side of the plane containing the end of the reso-
nator. Any shape known to those skilled in the art may
be suitably selected for modulation field coil 3. Exam-
ples are solenoid field coils and spiral field coils. The
modulation field intensity can be suitably selected based
on the line width of the ESR spectrum of the free radicals
being measured. The modulation frequency can also be
suitably selected, but something near 100 kHz is desir-
able for 1/f noise elimination.
[0016] When conducting ESR measurement of a
sample with such an ESR measurement device, it suf-
fices either for sample 5 to be placed in contact with the
side of plane 4 containing the end of the resonator that
is opposite resonator 3, or for sample 5 to be positioned
in the space near the side of plane 4 comprising the end
of the resonator that is opposite resonator 3. Since the
sample is positioned outside of resonator 3, permitting
measurement without relation to the size of the sample,
the present invention is extremely useful in the meas-
urement of large samples such as organisms. After the
sample has been positioned, B1 leaking to the exterior
from resonator 3 is applied to sample 5, a modulation
field and B0 7 that are perpendicular thereto are applied,
and ESR measurement is conducted.
[0017] In the present invention, the sample being
measured is not specifically limited. For example, a solid
sample, an aqueous solution, a nonaqueous solution,
an organ tissue liquid isolated or collected from an or-
ganism, or the organism itself may be employed. In par-
ticular, the present invention can measure an organism
as is without. inflicting damage. In addition to the bodies
of experimental animals such as mice, rats, guinea pigs,
rabbits, cats, dogs, monkeys, chimpanzees, and goril-
las, the human body can also be measured.
[0018] When conducting measurement based on the
present invention, it is possible to employ a radical rea-
gent such as a spin label agent or spin trap agent. Any
radical reagent that can be employed in ESR measure-
ment can be employed. For example, spin label agents
such as 4-hydroxy-2,2,6,6-tetramethyl-piperidine-
1-oxyl (TEMPOL) are desirably employed. Radical rea-
gent feeders capable of delivering these radical rea-
gents to measurement sites may also be employed to
measure specific sites within an organism.

Embodiment

[0019] The present invention is described in greater
detail below through an embodiment. The device con-
figuration, material, quantity employed, ratio, operation-
al contents, operating procedures, and the like de-
scribed in the embodiment below can be suitably mod-
ified without departing from the essence of the present
invention. Accordingly, the scope of the present inven-
tion is not limited to the specific examples given below.
[0020] Fig. 2 shows the general appearance of the
ESR device fabricated in the present embodiment. Res-
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onator 1 is an LC circuit comprised of a cylindrical in-
ductor and a ceramic capacitor. The cylindrical inductor
is 40 mm in diameter, 10 mm in axial length, and 0.3 mm
in thickness; the material employed is copper. To this
was soldered a 5 pF ceramic capacitor to prepare res-
onator 1. Radiowaves were supplied to resonator 1 by
using a coupling coil 9 having a loop diameter of 40 mm
comprised of copper wire 1 mm in diameter. The reso-
nant frequency was 280 MHz and the unloaded Q value
was 550.
[0021] The field modulation coil 3 is in the form of a
solenoid produced by winding 20 turns of copper wire
0.5 mm in diameter onto a semicircular bobbin with an
inner diameter of 45 mm and an axial length of 2 mm.
Two of these field modulation coils 3 were positioned on
either side of resonator 1 on an incline to the inside of
45 degrees. These coils were capable of generating a
maximum modulation field of 0.2 mT at a modulation fre-
quency of 100 kHz at a position 10 mm from the bottom
end of resonator 1. Resonator 1 and modulation coils 3
were positioned within a cylindrical shield case 10 with
an inner diameter of 100 mm and an axial length of 100
mm. The bottom end of resonator 1, the bottom ends of
magnetic modulation coils 3, and the bottom surface of
shielded case 10 were positioned on the same plane.
[0022] An iron-core magnet was employed as main
magnet 2. Two solenoid electromagnets, made by wind-
ing 756 turns of copper wire 1 mm in diameter on a cy-
lindrical bobbin with an inner diameter of 55 mm and an
axial length of 60 mm, were connected in a -type mag-
netic circuit to prepare the main magnetic. Magnetic cir-
cuit 8 was 135 mm in height and 250 mm in width; the
rolled steel commonly used in structures was employed
as the material. The electromagnet of the main magnet
was employed both to generate B0 and for scanning.
The B0 intensity was a maximum of 10 mT at 10 mm
below the bottom end of resonator 1 and the scan width
was 6.5 mT. The bottom end of magnetic circuit 8 was
on the same plane as the bottom end of resonator 1.
[0023] Since the bottom ends of resonator 1, main
magnet 2, and field modulation coil 3 were all positioned
on the same plane and integrated in this measurement
device, a large sample could be placed below the plane
and measured. Power supply lines of the main magnet
and the field modulation coil, the radiowave source, and
detection circuits were connected to the ESR device;
and then ESR measurement was conducted.
[0024] A cylindrical agar sample measuring 30 mm in
diameter and 10 mm in axial length was prepared with
TEMPOL as the free radical. The TEMPOL concentra-
tion was 10 mM. A Teflon plate 11 measuring 20 mm in
thickness, 140 mm in width, and 140 mm in length was
prepared, a round hole 30 mm in diameter and 10 mm
in depth was made in the center of the lower surface
thereof, and the cylindrical free radical sample 5 was
inserted therein. The ESR device was placed on Teflon
plate 11 and positioned so that resonator 1 was above
sample 5, and ESR measurement was conducted (Fig.

3). The upper end of free radical sample 5 was at a po-
sition 10 mm from the lower end of resonator 1. The
measurement yielded ESR signals such as those shown
in Fig. 4. The measurement conditions were as follows:
radiowave frequency, 282 MHz; radiowave power, 40
mW; field modulation width 0.2 mT; field modulation fre-
quency 100 kHz; scan rate 6.25 mT/s; time constant
0.001 s; and accumulation number, 32.
[0025] It was possible to observe the ESR signal of a
free radical sample outside the device using the device
of the present invention fabricated in the embodiment.
Thus, it is clear that ESR measurement of free radicals
present within a sample is possible from outside a large
sample based on the device of the present invention.

Potential for of Industrial Application

[0026] The detection of free radicals present within a
large sample, the determination of which was previously
difficult, is possible by the method and device of the
present invention. Accordingly, the present invention is
extremely useful in examination relating to free radicals
in various large samples, and in the establishment of
methods of diagnosing, treating, and preventing dis-
ease relating to free radicals.

Claims

1. A method of measuring ESR in a sample located
outside a resonator using the alternating magnetic
field (B1) leaking to the exterior from the end of the
resonator.

2. A method of measuring ESR in a sample which
comprises applying B1 by the end of the resonator
to a sample located outside the resonator, using a
magnet located on the resonator side of a plane
containing the end of the resonator to apply a static
magnetic field (B0) and a modulation field to the
sample, and measuring the ESR of the sample.

3. The method of Claim 1 or 2 wherein low-frequency
microwaves to radiowaves are employed as the
ESR irradiation.

4. An ESR device comprised of at least a resonator
capable of applying a B1 leaking from the end of the
resonator to a sample located outside the resona-
tor, and a magnet located on the resonator side of
a plane containing the end of the resonator that is
capable of applying a B0 and a modulation field.
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