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A weak pattern identification method includes acquiring inspection data from a set of patterns on a

wafer, identifying failing pattern types on the wafer, and grouping like pattern types of the failing pattern

types into a set of pattern groups. The weak pattern identification method also includes acquiring image data

from multiple varied instances of a first pattern type grouped in a first group, wherein the multiple varied

instances of the first pattern type are formed under different conditions. The weak pattern identification

method also includes comparing images obtained from common structures of the instances of the first pattern

type to identify local differences within a portion of the first pattern type. Further, the weak pattern

identification method includes identifying metrology sites within the portion of the first pattern type

proximate to a location of the local differences within the portion of the first pattern type.
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A weak pattern identification method includes acquiring inspection
data from a set of patterns on a wafer, identifying failing pattern types
on the wafer, and grouping like pattern types of the failing pattern types
into a set of pattern groups. The weak pattern identification method also
includes acquiring image data from multiple varied instances of a first

pattern type grouped in a first group, wherein the multiple varied

F 1 HEHER)

C209236PBX20210622C .docx

106144699 FH YR A0202 1103162420-0



1767967 11006 H22H FriRfEIE

instances of the first pattern type are formed under different conditions.
The weak pattern identification method also includes comparing images
obtained from common structures of the instances of the first pattern
type to identify local differences within a portion of the first pattern
type. Further, the weak pattern identification method includes
identifying metrology sites within the portion of the first pattern type
proximate to a location of the local differences within the portion of the

first pattern type.
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