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portions 49 transmit the closing force of the 
Spring to the hood only and therefore this force 
is applied to the closure member solely by means 
of ball portion 9. This arrangement results in 
the application of the closing force of the spring 
to the center of the closure member through the 
ball and socket connection and thus permits the 
closure member to adjust itself against the face 
of the box with substantially equal pressure on the 
contacting Surfaces. 
To disconnect the lid from the box the lid is 

pulled partly open to compress the spring suffi 
ciently to permit a U-shaped pin 52 to be inserted 
into openings 53 in the upper end of the hood, 
with the legs of the pin adjacent the loop portion 
37 of the Spring. The spring is thereby retained 
under compression within the hood, and the lid is 
raised further until it is in approximately hori 
ZOntal position after which pin 3 may be with 
drawn and the lid removed from the box. 
The lid is applied to the box by applying the 

preceding steps of disassembly in reverse order. 
The Spring of a new lid is initially compressed by 
means of a press or other suitable device and the 
U-shaped pin inserted into the hood to hold the 
Spring compressed. 
The terms and expressions which I have en 

ployed are used as terms of description and not 
of limitation, and I have no intention, in the use 
of such terms and expressions, of excluding any 
equivalents of the features shown and described 
or portions thereof, but recognize that various 
modifications are possible within the scope of the 
invention claimed. 
What I claim is: 
i. A lid for closing the front opening of a rail 

Way journal box, said lid comprising a ciosure 
member and a hood member flexibly connected 
together, a spring terminating in a pair of leg 
portions engaging said hood member whereby the 
closing force of said spring acts directly against 
Said hood member, said hood member having 
means at its upper end for pivotal connection to 
Said box and having a pair of spaced legs with a 
channel portion connecting the lower ends of 
Said legs, said channel portion having a ball por 
tion facing said closure member, said closure 
member having a centrally disposed socket for 
receiving said ball portion to provide for universal 
movement between said members, said ball por 
tion engaging said socket and serving to transmit 
the closing force of said spring from said hood 
member to said closure member, and strap means 
received in and bridging said channel portion and 
being Secured to said closure member, said chan 
nel portion comprising upstanding flanges ex 
tending lengthwise of said strap means and be 
ing disposed adjacent the sides of said strap 
means for engaging therewith to limit relative 
angling between said members in the plane of 
Said closure member. 

2. A lid for closing the front opening of a rail 
Way journal box, Said lid comprising a closure 
member and a hood member flexibly connected to 
Said closure member, said hood member having 
means at its upper end for pivotal connection to 
said box and having a ball portion facing said 
closure member, said closure member having a 
Socket for receiving said ball portion to permit 
llniversal movement of said closure member rela 
tive to said hood member, said ball portion being 
in engagement with said socket, a strap bridging 
Said ball portion and being secured to said closure 
member, and stop means extending from said ball 
portion toward said pivotal means and interposed 

0 

5 

25 

30 

35 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

4 
between said strap and said closure member, said 
stop means being adapted to engage said strap at 
a point renote from said ball portion during open 
ing of said lid to limit relative movement between 
Said hood and closure members. 

3. A lid for closing the front Copening of a rail 
Way journal box, said lid having a hood member, 
a closuremember and a spring having leg portions 
reacting directly against said hood member for 
maintaining said lid in closed position, said hood 
member comprising an upper end adapted for 
pivotal connection to a journal box, a ball por 
tion disposed so as to be Substantially central of 
Said closure member and facing the latter, and a 
Web extending from said ball portion toward the 
pipe end of Said hood member, said closure 
member having a socket for receiving said ball 
portion, the spring force being transmitted from 
Said hood member to said closure member solely 
through the engagement of Said ball portion in 
Said Socket, a strap bridging said ball portion and 
Said Web and being secured to Said closure mem 
ber, Said strap being adapted to engage said web 
at a substantial distance from Said ball portion 
to limit angling of said closure member relative to 
Saidhood member during Opening of said lid. 

4. A lid for closing the front opening of a rail 
Way journal box, Said lid having a hood member, 
a closure member and a Spring having leg por 
tions reacting directly against said hood member 
for maintaining said lid in closed position, said 
hood member Comprising a ball portion facing 
Said closure member, a pair of upstanding fanges 
adjacent said ball portion and a Web joining said 
flanges and extending from Said ball portion to 
Ward the upper end of said hood member, said 
closure member having a Socket for receiving said 
ball portion, the Spring force being transmitted 
from Said hood member to Said closure member 
Solely through the engagement of said ball portion 
in said socket, a strap disposed between Saidi 
flanges and bridging said ball portion and said 
Web and being secured to Said closure member, 
Said strap being adapted to engage said flanges 
to limit angling of said closure member relative 
to Said hood member in the plane of said closure 
member, said strap being adapted to engage said 
Web to limit angling of said closure member rela 

e to said hood member during opening of said 
O., 

5. A lid for closing the front, 
Way journal box, said lid COmprising a, hood mem 
ber and a closure member having means COImpris 
ing a ball and socket Connection therebetween to 
permit universal movement of Said closure mem 
ber relative to said hood member, said connection 
Comprising a ball portion on Said hood member 
engaging a Socket in said closure member, said 
hood member having stop means adjacent said 
Connecting means, and a strap secured to said 
closure member and overlying said stop means 
and connecting means, said Strap being adapted 
to engage said stop means at a point remote from 
Said ball and socket Connection to limit movement 
of Said closure member relative to said hood 
member during opening of said lid. 
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