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The present invention relates to improvements in limb 
protectors specially designed for hockey players, but 
which are also applicable to protectors used by other 
sports players, such as football players. 
The present invention relates more specifically to that 

part of a limb protector covering the articulation or 
joint, such as the knee or elbow. In conventional pro 
tectors, these joint covering parts of the protector lack 
in flexibility and hinder the free arm or leg movement 
of the players when they are designed to fully cover 
the joint to protect the same, or else they are made too 
small in their side portions, whereby what they gain in 
flexibility they lose in protecting efficiency. 

It is, therefore, the general object of the present inven 
tion to provide a limb protector which has a joint cover 
ing and protecting part, having a maximum of flexibility 
and, at the same time, very efficient protective efficiency 
in the side parts of the protector as well as on its main 
top part. 

Another object of the present invention resides in the 
provision of a protector of the character described, which 
is relatively inexpensive and yet of durable construction. 
The foregoing and other important objects of the pres 

ent invention will become more apparent during the 
following disclosure and by referring to the drawings, in 
which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of an elbow protec 

tor, in accordance with the invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a longitudinal section of the same on a 

larger scale; and 
FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of a leg protector 

made in accordance with the present invention. 
Referring now more particularly to the drawings in 

which like reference characters indicates like elements 
throughout, an elbow protector in accordance with the 
invention will be more specifically described, but the 
same principles of construction apply as well to a leg 
protector. 
The elbow protector is generally indicated at 1 and 

comprises a body which is longitudinally curved and has 
a generally U-shaped cross-section. This body provides 
an outer part 2, of generally rectangular shape, and which 
is heavily padded; for instance, said outer part 2 may 
consist of a longitudinally curved rectangular fiber or 
plastic plate 3 which is straight in transverse section and 
which is sandwiched between two layers 4 of foam 
plastic, foam-rubber, or the like padding material. 

This part 2 has an outer covering 5 of leather, plastic, 
or other flexible and scuff-resistant material. The end 
edges and longitudinal edges of the outer leather layer 5 
are stitched at 6 and 7 respectively to a leather layer 8 
which may extend or not underneath the outer part 2, 
but which protrudes longitudinally outwardly from outer 
part 2 to form end portions 9 and laterally of the same 
to form lateral parts 10, adapted to overlie the sides of 
the limb joint, namely the elbow joint. 
A cotton backing 11 extends underneath the outer part 

2 and lines also the end portions 9 and the lateral parts 10. 
Said end portions 9 and lateral parts 10 are padded, for 
instance, with foam-plastic, foam-rubber, or the like pad 
ding material, as indicated at 12 in FIGURE. 2. 
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Lateral parts 10 and end portions 9 extend through sub 

stantially half a circle to protect the sides of the elbow 
joint. As in conventional constructions, the protector is 
held on the elbow by means of elastic bands 13, secured 
to the side edges of the parts 10 in the end portions 9. 

In protectors of conventional construction, the lateral 
parts 10 extend continuously from one end portion 9 to the 
other and, therefore, because the protector must have a 
U-shape, these conventional protectors lack in flexibility 
and hinder the bending movements of the arm. 

In accordance with the invention, the lateral parts 10 
are each provided with a deep V-shaped notch in the 
central portion thereof, defined by the curved converging 
edges 14 of said lateral parts 10. The apex 15 of the 
notch is substantially at the level of that part of the 
cotton backing 11 covering the outer part 2. Thus, when 
the protector is bent, the edges 14 simply move one 
towards the other. 

In order to protect the sides of the elbow joint of the 
user in the region of the V-shaped notch of the lateral 
parts 10, a padded flange 16, of generally triangular shape, 
overlies the notch and is stitched between the outer part 
2 and the leather layer 8 by the longitudinal line of stitch 
ing 7; otherwise, each flange extends freely over the lateral 
part 10 and the V-shaped notch separating the same in 
two portions. 

Preferably, apertured tongues 17 extend over both 
flanges 16 and are stitched by the line of stitching 7 and 
are adapted to be connected by a strap passing over the 
inside of the elbow joint, to more firmly secure the pro 
tector in position. 
A layer 18 of padding material, such as foam-plastic 

and the like, lines the inside of the outer part 2 and ex 
tends from one end portion 9 to the other, being stitched 
to said end portions by the lines of stitching 19. Layer 
18 is provided with a central circular hole 20 for receiving 
the elbow proper, which serves to further maintain the 
protector in position. 
An additional piece of padding 21, of foam-plastic or 

the like, is freely inserted between layer 18 and the cotton 
padding 11 opposite hole 20 for further padding the 
elbow proper. 
The principles of construction in accordance with the 

present invention are also applicable to the manufacture 
of a leg protector, as generally shown at 22 in FIGURE 
3. This protector comprises a leg covering part 23, pref 
erably made of rigid material, such as fiber or plastic, and 
having reinforcing ribs 24. The protector also has a 
thigh protecting part 25 extending above the knee and 
also made of fiber or plastic, and preferably covered with 
leather or flexible plastic. 
The portion joining parts 23 and 25 and adapted to 

overie the knee is made in accordance with the invention. 
This portion comprises, as in the elbow protector, an 
outer part 2 of padded material and, preferably, rein 
forced with a fiber or plastic plate, lateral parts 10' which 
are provided with a V-shaped notch, in turn covered by 
a flange 16 overlying the notch and a portion of the 
lateral parts 10' on each side of the notch. 
The leg protector may also be provided with apertured 

tongues 17 for securing the protector in position by means 
of a strap passing over the inside of the knee. 
While preferred embodiments in accordance with the 

present invention have been illustrated and described, it 
is understood that various modifications may be resorted 
to without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
appended claims. 
What claim is: 
1. A limb protector for hockey players and the like, 

comprising a padded limb joint covering member having 
an outer part adapted to cover the outside portion of a 
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limb joint and side parts adapted to cover the side por 
tions of said limb joint, said side parts each having a V 
notch made intermediate their ends, said notch having its 
apex adjacent said outer part and its edges adapted to 

4. 
5. A limb protector as claimed in claim 1, further in 

cluding a layer of padding material freely overlying the 
inside of said outer part and secured at its ends to the ends 
of said outer part, said layer having a central hole for 

move together upon bending of said limb joint, and 5 receiving a portion of the limb joint. 
padded flanges depending from said outer part at the sides 
thereof and freely overlying said notches. 

2. A limb protector as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
said outer part is substantially straight in transverse cross 
section. 

3. A limb protector as claimed in claim 2, wherein said 
outer part has a curved longitudinal section. 

4. A limb protector as claimed in claim 1, further in 
cluding tongues having an aperture at the end thereof and 
secured to said outer part and freely overlying said padded 
flanges for receiving a strap connecting said tongues and 
passing over the inside of the limb joint. 
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