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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A label for side identification of a container having 

irregular side surfaces is attached to the top and bottom 
portions of the container. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
This invention relates to an article of manufacture 

comprising, in combination, a formed container and a 
label. In one aspect, this invention relates to a formed 
container having a side label attached to the top and 
bottom of the container. In another aspect, this inven 
tion relates to a container having one or more side labels 
where each side label is a continuation of the cover for 
the container and the end of the side label remote from 
the top of the container is attached to a portion of the 
bottom of the container. In another aspect, this inven 
tion relates to a container with a cover where a label is 
attached to the cover of the container and this label 
continues down one or more sides and is attached to a 
portion of the bottom of the container thereby providing 
a top label and at least one side label for the container. 

In the container field there is an ever increasing use of 
containers which have a relatively rigid base made from 
an easily formable material such as plastic. Many of these 
containers have irregularly shaped side surfaces to pro 
vide ribs for strength or to provide a desired esthetic 
design for the container. A cover is provided which is 
formed from a relatively rigid plastic material and inter 
locks with the top edge of the container base or a film 
of heat sealable material is sealed to the top edge of the 
container. Due to the techniques of modern sales engineer 
ing, it is often desired that these containers be highly 
illustrated. Also, there is a need for side labels on these 
containers so that the contents of the containers and/or 
brand indicia may be readily ascertained when the con 
tainers are placed in a vertical stack or placed on a 
high shelf. There has been a problem of printing on the 
sides of these containers having irregular side surfaces, 
such as due to reinforcing ribs which are located in the 
sides of the container base to give the container added 
strength. The irregular sides formed by these reinforcing 
ribs provide only a limited area on which side labels 
can be attached, thereby increasing the possibility that 
the side label may fall off of the container during handling. 

It has been found that these problems can be overcome 
by attaching the side label to the cover and bottom of 
the container which are relatively smooth as compared 
to the irregular side wall. The side label can be a con 
tinuation of the material used for the cover of the con 
tainer or it can be a separate sheet which is attached 
to the cover and to the bottom. The label may be heat 
sealed to the container top and bottom if the label is 
of a heat sealable material or the label may be attached 
by any type of adhesive. In a present preferred embodi 
ment where the container base has an outwardly extend 
ing flange around the upper end of the container walls 
for securing a film cover thereto, it has been found that 
the invention provides an additional advantage in that the 
flexible nature of the outwardly extending flange pro 
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vides Sufficient resiliency for the side label that tearing 
off the side label is minimized. 

Therefore, it is the object of the present invention to 
provide a label for containers which allows easy side 
identification of the container when the container sides 
are irregular. Another object of the invention is to pro 
vide a resilient side label for a container having irregular 
side surfaces. 

Other aspects, objects and the several advantages of 
the invention will be apparent from a study of the dis 
closure, the drawings, and the appended claims to the 
invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
In the accompanying drawings, FIGURE 1 is a side 

elevational view of a container base and a cover where 
one edge of the cover extends beyond the edge of one 
end of the container; FIGURE 2 is a top plan view of the 
covered container of FIGURE 1; FIGURE 3 is an end 
elevational view of the container of FIGURE 1 with the 
cover extension folded downwardly and attached to the 
bottom of the container to provide a side label in ac 
cordance with the present invention; FIGURE 4 is a 
partial view in cross section along 4-4 of FIGURE 3; 
FIGURE 5 is a top plan view of a covered container of 
the type of FIGURE 1 but with the side label being 
tapered; FIGURE 6 is a top plan view of a covered con 
tainer where the cover and four side labels are formed 
from a single piece of sheet material; FIGURE 7 is an 
end view of a container in accordance with another em 
bodiment of the present invention where the side label is 
attached to a separate container cover and the bottom 
of the container; FIGURE 8 is a partial view in cross 
section along line 8-8 of FIGURE 7. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring now to FIGURE 1, there is shown a rela 
tively rigid container base 10 having reinforcing ribs 12 
along the upstanding sides and a combination cover and 
side label member 14. Container base 10 can be formed 
by any suitable process known in the art, for example, 
injection molding or vacuum molding. Container base 
10 can be made out of any suitable material known in the 
art, for example, polyethylene, polypropylene, or other 
suitable thermoplastics and/or thermosetting resins. Con 
tainer base 10 is provided with an integral, peripheral 
flange 16 projecting outwardly therefrom and parallel to 
the edge of the top of the opening in container base 10. 
Combined cover and side label member 14 is shown in 
FIGURE 1 with the member 14 in a horizontal plane to 
illustrate the relative position between member 14 and 
container base 10 prior to the outer margin 18 of mem 
ber 14 remote from flange 16 being attached to the bottom 
19 of container base 10. Cover member 14 can be formed 
of any suitable material known in the art, for example, 
a film of polyethylene, polypropylene or similar mate 
rial, or a laminate of a thermoplastic film and a sheet 
of paper and/or metal foil. 
Member 14 is first attached to flange 16 by any method 

known in the art, for example, by heat sealing member 14 
to the upper surface of flange 16, to form a cover portion 
21 as shown in FIGURES 2 and 3. The seal formed need 
not be liquid tight for the packaging of dry products, 
but a liquid tight seal is preferred to prevent loss of the 
contents. Next the extended portions 22 and 18 of mem 
ber 14 which do not form cover portion 21 are folded 
downwardly along line 23 to form the side label. The outer 
margin 18 is then folded inwardly along line 24 and 
attached to the bottom of container base 10. Outer margin 
18 can be attached to the bottom 19 of container base 
10 by any means known in the art, for example, heat 
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sealing or adhesive. Product and/or brand identification 
can be printed on side portion 22 in any method known 
in the art. Also, identification and illustrations can be 
placed on cover portion 21. The resiliency of outwardly 
extending flange 16 enables side label 22 to withstand 
greater impact forces without tearing side label 22 than 
would be possible if side label 22 were to be separately 
attached with the upper portion thereof attached to the 
side wall of container base 10 immediately below 
flange 16. 

Referring now to FIGURE 5 there is illustrated a com 
bined cover and side label member 31 which represents a 
modification of the label member 14 of FIGURE 2 
in that side label portion 32 and outer margin 33 are 
tapered along the sides thereof to conform to the tapered 
cross section of container base 10. This feature eliminates 
the possibility of snagging which could be encountered 
with the exposed corners 34 and 35 of the member 14. 

Referring now to FIGURE 6 there is illustrated a fur 
ther embodiment wherein the combined cover and side 
label member 41 is provided with the four side label 
portions 42, 43, 44 and 45 in addition to cover portion 
46. Each of side label portions 42, 43, 44 and 45 is pro 
vided with an outer margin, 47, 48, 49 and 50, for securing 
the respective side label to the bottom of the container 
base. Each of the side label portions have the vertical 
edges thereof tapered to conform to the tapered cross 
section of the container base. 

Referring now to FIGURES 7 and 8, container base 
51 is provided with the irregular side surfaces due to the 
presence of reinforcing ribs 52. A cover film 53 is sealed 
to the upper surface of outwardly extending flange 54 of 
container base 51. A separate label 55 having top label 
portion 56, side label portion 57 and outer margin 58 is 
attached to the top of cover film 53 and to the bottom of 
container base 51. If desired, label 55 can extend acroSS 
only a portion of the container or label 55 can be pro 
vided with a side label portion for the opposite end of the 
container in addition to side label portion 57, or label 
55 can be made in the shape of label 41 of FIGURE 6. 
Label 55 can be made of any suitable material, for exam 
ple, a thermoplastic film, paper, metal foil or a laminate 
of two or more of such materials. While cover 53 is il 
lustrated as a film, it can be a relatively rigid formed 
cover member with a depending peripheral flange means 
for snapping over the upper rim of container base 5. 
The label 55 can be bonded to the cover film 53 and to 
container base 51 in all areas of contact or only in se 
lected areas of contact. Such bonding can be effected by 
heat sealing, adhesive, or any other suitable means. 

I claim: 
1. An article of manufacture comprising a relatively 

rigid container base having a bottom and a plurality of 
generally upstanding side walls extending upwardly from 
the periphery of said bottom and terminating in a con 
tinuous integral peripheral rim, said side walls having 
irregularly shaped surfaces; a closure extending across the 
opening formed by said upstanding side walls and attached 
to said continuous rim to form a sealed container; a label 
member attached at its upper end to said closure and eX 
tending downwardly from said rim over at least a por 
tion of the irregularly shaped surfaces of one of said up 
standing side walls, the lower end of said label member 
being folded inwardly and bonded directly to the under 
side of said bottom, said label member having indicia at 
least on the downwardly extending portion thereof. 
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4. 
2. An article of manufacture in accordance with claim 

1 wherein said container base has four upstanding side 
walls and an outwardly extending flange connected to the 
upper edge of said upstanding side walls, and wherein Said 
side wall surfaces are irregularly shaped due to reinforc 
ing ribs formed therein. 

3. An article of manufacture in accordance with claim 
2 wherein said outwardly extending flange is relatively 
resilient to thereby protect said label member against 
accidental tearing. 

4. An article of manufacture in accordance with claim 
1 wherein said closure and said label member are formed 
of a single piece of sheet material, said label member be 

'ing in the form of an extension of at least a portion of 
one side of said closure. 

5. An article of manufacture in accordance with claim 
4 wherein said closure is heat sealed to said rim in all 
areas of contact to form a liquid-tight container. 

6. An article of manufacture in accordance with claim 
5 wherein said container base has four upstanding side 
walls and said rim is an outwardly extending flange con 
nected to the upper edge of said upstanding side walls, 
and wherein said closure is provided with four label mem 
ber extensions which extend downwardly over respective 
ones of said upstanding side walls to form side labels, the 
lower end of each of said label member extensions being 
bonded directly to the underside of said bottom. 

7. An article of manufacture in accordance with claim 
5 wherein said closure is provided with a plurality of label 
member extensions which extend downwardly over re 
spective ones of said upstanding side walls to form side 
labels, the lower end of each of said label member exten 
sions being bonded directly to the underside of said 
bottom. 

8. An article of manufacture in accordance with claim 
7 wherein said upstanding side walls taper upwardly and 
outwardly from said bottom, and wherein said label mem 
ber extensions are tapered along the sides thereof in con 
formity with the tapes of said upstanding side walls so 
that the lower end of each label member extension is at 
least as narrow as the portion of said bottom to which 
it is bonded. 

9. An article of manufacture in accordance with claim 
1 wherein said closure is a relatively rigid cover, the up 
per end of said label member extending over at least a 
portion of the upper surface of said cover. 

16. An article of manufacture in accordance with claim 
9 wherein said label member is in the form of a top label 
extending over said cover and having a plurality of exten 
sions which extend downwardly over respective ones of 
said upstanding side walls to form side labels, the lower 
end of each of said extensions being bonded directly to 
the underside of said bottom. 
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