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To all whon, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, HARRY A. Bow ER, a 

citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at Boston, in the county of Suffolk 
and State of Massachusetts, have invented 
new and useful Improvements in Practice 
Drums, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. . . . . . . 

This invention relates to music and par 
ticularly to drums, said invention having for 
its object the provision of a practice drum 
or a device which will give practically the 
same rebound to the drum sticks without 
being unduly noisy, thus making it possible 
for a performer to practise without annoy 
buildings. - . . . - 

A further object of this invention is to 
produce an instrument in which the vi 
bratory action of one member is such as to 
enable the performer to practise the roll and 
other movements commonly practised in 
drumming, so that such a performer will 

ing the occupants of adjacent rooms or 

gain the skill and experience necessary for 
him to transfer to a drum and perform in 
practically the same manner as he did in 
practice, and acquire satisfactory results. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view, the invention consists in the details of 
construction, and in the arrangement and 
combination of parts to be hereinafter more 
fully set forth and claimed. 
In describing the invention in detail, ref erence will be had to the accompanying 

drawings forming part of this specification 

ing parts in the several views, and in 
which 

Figure 1 illustrates a plan view of an in 
strument embodying the invention; 

Fig. 2 illustrates a view in elevation there 
of; and 

Fig. 3 illustrates a sectional view. 
erably of rather dense or hard wood having 
apertures 6 therein for the reception of 
lacing ribbon. 7, which lacing ribbon is uti 
lized for binding the parts of the device and 
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holding them on the base, as will presently 
appear. 
Superimposed on the base is a layer of 

resilient sound insulating material 7, such 
as felt, the said insulating material constitut 
ing a support or cushion for what might be 
termed a sounding board 8 which, in the 

impact drumheads. 
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present embodiment of the invention con 
sists of a rather thin plate which may be 
formed of gutta percha, whalebone, or a 
composition, such as papier mâché, fiber 
board, or any relatively stiff yet flexible or 
vibratory material which will be affected by 
the impact of the drum sticks similar to the 
effect occasioned by said sticks when they 

he said plate 8 is preferably made from 
material which has been convexed in the 
course of or after its manufacture as it has 
been found that such form increases its vi 
bratory action. The convex form of plate 
S also produces a more satisfactory sound 
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effect and also more exactly communicates 
to the fingers a sense of feeling termed “stick 
sense' by those acquainted with the art of 
drumming. - 

Superimposed on the plate 8 is a layer of 
felt 9 for the purpose of serving as a stipple 
mentary vibratory member or “mute' when 
it is desired to reduce the sound produced 
by practising on the sounding board 8. 
The plate 8 has apertures 10 alining with 

the apertures 6 of the base and the supple 
mentary vibratory member 9 has apertures 
11 at one end which aline with apertures in 
the base and plate so that the lacing ribbon 
7 may be passed through the apertures for 
the purpose of holding all the parts in as 
Sembled relation to one another and the said 
lacing ribbon may have its ends anchored to 
a stud or pin 12 rising from the base. 
lacing ribbon 7 passes on each side of the 
cushion and prevents lateral displacement 
of the cushion and the relation of parts is 
indicated and well shown on the drawing. 
A binding 13 is applied to the base and 

extends over an end of the cushion, plate and pad to give a finished appearance, said bind 
ing being Secured to the base by fastenings 
14, such as tacks or the like. In these drawings 5 denotes a base, pref The cost of manufacture of this device is 
comparatively small and the instrument pre 
Sents a neat appearance and the lacing rib 
bon or that portion of it which extends 
under the base constitutes a support so that 
the base can be supported on articles of fur niture without liability of scratching or 
marring the same. 
I claim 
1. In a practice drum, a base, a cushion 

thereon, a vibratory member entirely sup 
ported by the cushion, a sound reducing 
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member superimposed on said vibratory 
member, and means for securing the parts 
in assembled relation to one another. 

2. In a practice drum, a base, a cushion 
thereon, a vibratory member entirely Sup 
ported by the cushion, said vibratory mem 
bel" being convex in cross-section, a sound 
reducing member superimposed on the vil 
bratory member, and means for Securing the 
parts in assembled Irelation to one another. 

3. A device of the class described, com 
prising a base, a Sounding-board spaced 
therefrom, and cushioning means between 
said base and sounding board, said cushion 
ing means entirely Supporting the sound 
ing-board. 

4. A device of the class described, com 
prising a base, a Sounding-board spaced 
from said base, cushioning means between 
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said base and sounding-board, said cushion 
ing means entirely supporting the Sounding 
board, and means for Securing the parts in 
assembled relation to one another. 

5. In a practice drum, a base, a cushion 
thereon, a plate Supported by said cushion, 
and means for Securing the parts in assen 
bled relation to one another. 

6. In a practice drum, a base, a cushion 
thereon, a plate Supported by the cushion, 
said plate being convexed in Cross-section, 
and means for securing the parts in assem 
bled relation to one another. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

HARRY A. BOWER. 
Witnesses: 

HENRY C. TEIOMSON, 
LILLIAN K. HALEY. 
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