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. . . 2 Claims. 

1. 
This invention relates to foundation garments 

for women and has for its object to provide a 
novel and improved garment of this type Which is 
adapted to mold the figure and provide a Smooth 
foundation for outer garments while enhanc 
ing the comfort and freedom of movement of the 
Weae. 

Another, object of the invention is to provide 
a garment of the above type which will not ride 
up on the figure whether or not garters are WOrn, 
and which, in the case of garments employing 
garters, will not depend on the garters as an an 
choring means and Will thus protect the hOSe 
against undue Strain. 

Still another object is to provide a garment of 
the foregoing type employing stiffening busks to 
assist in flattening the diaphragm or abdomen 
of the Wearer and having built-in areas of Sponge 
rubber which not only gently grip the body to an 
chor the garment in place but also cushion the 
ends of the husks to prevent chafing and Wear. 
Warious other objects and advantages will be 

apparent as the nature of the invention is more 
fully disclosed. . . . 
When foundation garments such as corsets, 

girdles, etc., are worn without garters, they tend 
to ride up on the body to the discomfort and an 
snoyance of the wearer. Furthermore, in the 
usual case where garments of this type employ 
garters which tend to prevent the garment from 
hitching up, the garters exert a strain on the hose 
which frequently causes runs or tears, especially 
in the sheer nylon and silk hosiery in common 
use today. 
My invention provides a foundation garment 

Such as a corset, girdle, combination corset and 
brassière, paintie girdle, etc., which Will not ride 
up on the figure whether or not garters are worn, 
and which affords the Special advantage of pro 
tecting and preserving the hose in the case of 
garments employing hose Supporters. 
In the preferred embodiment of the inven 

tion the lower edge of the foundation garment 
has one or more inner strips, or pads of Soft 
sponge rubber which provide a grip against the 
skin of the wearer to prevent the garment from 
riding up on the body, and the hose supporters 
are preferably secured to these sponge rubber 
areas, as by Stitching. In the case of Some gar 
ment, as hereinafter described, additional inter 
nal areas of Sponge rubber are also provided, es 
pecially at the sides and even at the top of the 
garment where added gentle traction is desirable. 
In the case of figure molding foundation gar 
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2 
in attaining the desired figure control, the inte 
rior areas of the garment underlying the upper 
ends of the busks are preferably lined with 
Sponge rubber which not only further assists in 
anchoring the garment on the figure but also pre 
vents the busks from chafing or digging into the 
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body in whatever position the wearer may as 
Sle, - 

Although the novel features which are chair 
acteristic of my invention are set forth more in 
detail in the claims appended hereto, the nature 
and Scope of the invention may be better under 
stood by referring to the following description 
taken in connection. With the accompanying 
drawings forming a part thereof, in which cer 
tain specific embodiments have been set forth 
for purposes of illustration. 

In the dra WingS: 
Fig. 1 is a front view of a model Wearing a com 

bination corset and brassière having a corset por 
tion embodying the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a rear view of a combination garment 
Similar to that of Fig. 1 but having a different ar 
rangement of Sponge rubber inserts; 

Fig. 3 is a transverse Section taken on line 3-3 
of Fig. 1; 

Figs. 4 and 5 are broken front and rear views, 
i respectively, of a girdle showing another embodi 
ment of the invention; 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a strip of Sponge 
rubber having a backing of One-Way Stretch elas 
tic fabric, as used in the garment of FigS. 4 
and 5; 

Fig. 7 is a front View of a girdle having vertical 
stiffening busks and illustrating another embodi 
ment of the invention; 

Fig. 8 is front view of a garter belt constructed 
in accordance with the invention; 

Figs, 9 and 10 are front and rear views, respec 
tively, of a paintie girdle embodying the inven 
tion; 

Figs. 11 and 12 are front and rear views, re 
spectively, of a girdle embodying still another 
construction; 

Fig. 13 is a plan view of the anti-slip band or 
strip lining the garment of FigS. 11 and 12; 

Fig. 14 is a vertical section taken on lines 
4-4 of Fig. 13; and . . . 
Figs. 15, 16 and 17 are plan views illustrating 

various modifications of the band shown in 
Fig. 13. 
In the following description certain specific 

'terms are used for convenience in referring to 
ments employing vertical busks or stays to assist 55, the various details of the invention. These terms, 
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however, are to be interpreted as broadly as the 
state of the art will permit. 
The form fitting combination garment shown 

in Fig. 1 comprises a lower corset portion 
adapted to encircle the body of the wearer from 
the waist downwardly to a point below the hips 
and a connected upper portion 2 of any suitable 
construction having bust pockets 3 with or with 
out the conventional shoulder straps. 
The corset portion of the garment of Fig. 1 

comprising an inelastic front panel 4 and side 
panels 5 composed in this instance of one-way 
stretch elastic fabric which stretches only in a 
horizontal direction to fit the garment snugly upon 
the body of the wearer. The back of the garment 
may be of any suitable construction; for example, 
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4. 
upper vertical opening controlled by a slide 
fastener 6, and a central elastic gusset at the 
bottom. A plurality of composite Strips or pads 
S8 of elastic fabric-backed Sponge rubber (here 
shown to be two in number) - are inserted by 
Stitching in the lower end of the garment, and 
the garters 3 are Stitched to Said pads 8 as 
shown in Fig. 2. The sponge rubber grips the 
body in the manner previously described and pre 
vents the garment from riding up on the figure 
or exerting undue Strain on the Stockings. 

FigS. 4 and 5 show a form fitting girdle 9 of 
all-elastic knitted or woven fabric having in 
verted triangular notches 20 cut at Spaced inter 
vals in the lower front edge. The composite anti 
slip balad which is stitched to the lower front 

it may comprise a single inelastic panel extends 
ing from top to bottom of the garment as herein 
after described in connection with Fig. 2. 
The inelastic front panel 4 contains a plurality 

-of-Spaced vertical busks or stays 6 which extend 
downwardly from the waistline to a point some 
what above the bottom of the garinent. The lower 

i edge. of corset it is cut out to provide inverted 
V-shaped notches 7 at Suitable spaced intervals 
sto insure freedom of movement to the wearer. 

Disposed about the lower edge of the garment 
of Fig. 1 is an interior band or lining which forms 
-an important feature of the invention and will 
now be described. The said band comprises a 30 
tape-like strip 8 of horizontally stretchable elastic 
-fabric having peaked gusset portions 9 spaced 
like the cut-out gores 7 in the lower: edge of the 
corset, and a facing of Sponge-rubber 8, which is 
-bonded by a Suitable adhesive to one face of the 35 
: Strip 8 except in the areas which correspond with 
the inverted V-shaped notches . The .com 
posite band is stitched to the lower inner edge of 
the garment and to the sloping sides of the 
-notches T. So that, when the garment is viewed, 
from the outside as in Fig. 1, the horizontally 
*stretchable elastic strip 8 forms a visible narrow 
border about the bottom of the garment andfills 
the notches:; and, when the garment is viewed 
from the inside which lies against the body of 
the Wearer, the bottom edge consists of strips of 
Sponge rubber Separated from each-other by the 

... gusset portions. 9 of the elastic strip 8, as will be 
evident from Fig. 3. In the embodiment of Fig. 
1, furthermore, a second continuous composite 
band 2 is stitched about the interior of the sgar-. 
ment just above the peaks of the gusset portions 
9 of elastic strip 8, this band 2 likewise consist 
ing of a narrow Strip of horizontally stretchable 
elastic fabric to the exposed face of which is: 
bonded a Strip of Sponge rubber. - 
The garters 3, of any desired number, are se 

cured as by Stitching to the composite band which 
forms the lower edge of the garment as previously 
described, and these garters are attached to the 360 
upper edges of the stockings 4 in the usual man 
ner. When the garment is in wear, the porous 
cellular strips of sponge rubber described above 
are cushioned against the body of the wearer and 
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'tion of the garment, and a third still shorter 
...band 30 spaced a short distance above the band 

55 

exert agentle but nevertheless tenacious trac-ass tion which prevents the garment from riding up 
in whatever normal position the figure may 
aSSume. As a result, the tension which the 
garters exert on the stockings is always substan 
tially constant and never increases to the point i:0 
Where it can cause undue strain. 

... The garment shown in rear view in Fig.2 is 
* generally similar to that of Fig. 1 and has an in 
is elastic rear panel 5 stitched to the horizontally 
stretchable side panels 5. The panel 5. has sangis 

figure. 
: additional short busks 34 extending downward 

edge of this garment (Fig. 4) is shown in detail 
in Fig. 6 and comprises a strip 2 of horizontally 
stretchable elastic fabric having raised triangu 
lar guSSet portions 22 on its upper edge slightly 
larger than the triangularinotches. 26 and Spaced 
to correspond with said notches, and this strip 2 
is backed by a similarly shaped Strip;23 of Sponge 
: rubber which may contain spaced holes 24 to 
spirovide added traction as 'Wells aS ventilation. 
This composite strip is stitched to the lower in 
Side edge of the garment with the sponge rubber 
surface inside, as indicated in Fig. 4. A similar 
Strip. Without the triangular peaked portions 
22-23 is stitched to the lower rear edge of the 

: garment: as shown...in Fig. 5. In addition thereto, 
two vertically spaced linear strips 25. Of Sponge 

5 rubber-backed elastic tape are stitched inside the 
garment a short distance above: the bottom.edge. 
These strips. 25 extend from a point just forward 
afthe sides of the garment, around-the-sides, and 
partway around the back. The garters 3 are 
stitched to the composite strip 2-23 on the 
lower edge of the: garment. The Sponge rubber 
layers of the strips grip the skin of the Wearer 
and prevent the garment from:slipping as previ 
iously described. - 
The girdle shown in Fig. 7s comprises a body 

portion 27 composed of any suitable-elastic or in 
elastic material, or a combination of elastic and 
tinelastic panels, and has three parallel anti-slip 
-bands arranged as follows: "a composite band 
s23 extending around the bottom edge of the 
garment, a second shorter horizontal band 29 
Spaced a short distance above the band 228 and 
extending substantially 2 across the front, pol 

29. These bands are all stitched to the inside 
of-the garment. With the Sponge rubber surface of 
each band facing inwardly for engagement. With 
the body of the wearer. The garters 3 s are 
Stitched to the slowermost band .28; as illus 
...trated...The front sportion of garment 27 
contains a plurality of spaced vertical busks, or 
stays 3 which extend downwardly from the 
upper edge of the garment to the composite 
aband 39, which overlies the lower... ends of said 
busks and prevents them from digging into 
the body of the wearer. At the upper marginal 
edge of the garment Small pads or patches 
32 of my composite anti-slip material are 
Stitched inside.theggarment to cover, the upper 
rends of busks. 3f, the Sponge: rubber facings of 
these pads 32 not only: cushioning...the ends of 
the busks from the wearer's body, but also afford 

sing: added traction which assists in maintain 
'ing the garment in the proper position on the 

The garment of Fig. 7 may also have 
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ly a short distance from the upper edge to in 
crease the flattening effect and prevent the upper 
edge of the garment from curling or turning 
over. The upper ends of these short busks 34 
are cushioned by small pads 32 similar to those 
previously described, and the lower ends of said 
busks 34 are cushioned by horizontal bands 35 
of Suitable length which perform the same func 
tions as the band 30. 

Fig. 8 shows a garter belt 36 having front and 
back depending tapes 3 of conventional design. 
The upper edge of belt 36 is lined interiorly with 
a composite linear band 38 similar in construc 
tion to the anti-slip bands described above. The 
internal sponge rubber facing of band 38 clings 
to the body at the waistline and effectively pre 
vents Slipping of the top of the garment. At the 
bottom of the garment I provide a continuous 
band 39 which is adapted to encircle the body 
of the wearer below the hips and is secured only 
to the depending tapes 37; and preferably this 
band 39 comprises a strip of horizontally stretch 
able elastic fabric backed with sponge rubber, 
except in the areas which are stitched to the de 
pending tapes 37 in which limited areas the band 
39 consists of inelastic fabric inserts 40 provid 
ing intermittent air Spaces about the body. The 
garters 3 are secured to these inelastic inserts 
40. When in wear, the sponge rubber surfaces 
of bands 38 and 39 grip the body and hold the 
garment in the proper position on the figure. 
Since the garment does not ride up on the figure, 
the garters 3 will never exert undue strain on 
the hOSe. 

Figs. 9 and 10 are front and rear views of a 
pantie girdle 4 which may be composed of any 
suitable fabric Such as woven or knitted elastic 
fabric. This garment is lined on the inside with 
a horizontal band 42 which extends circumferen 
tially thereof just above the crotch, and with 
pairs of Spaced parallel bands 43 which extend 
about the Sides of the garment in position to 
Overlie the outer thighs. The bands 42 and 43 
comprise linear strips of horizontally stretchable 
elastic fabric having a facing of sponge rubber 
which grips the body as previously described, 
The upper edge of the garment, both front and 
back, contains short vertical stays 44 which are 
Stitched in individual retaining pockets and pre 
vent the top of the garment from curling over. 
As shown in Fig. 10, the upper rear edge of the 
garment is lined with a band 45 of composite 
anti-slip construction similar to the bands 42 and 
43, which not only holds the garment against 
slipping but also cushions the upper ends of the 
stays 44. The band 45 may also line the front of 
the garment if desired, or the pockets contain 
ing the stays 44 may be formed of the same ma 
terial as the band 45. 
The girdle 47 shown in Figs. 11 and 12 may be 

Composed of any Suitable elastic or inelastic fab 
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6 
ric. The lower portion of this garment is lined 
With a circular band which is shown in detail in 
Figs. 13 and 14 and comprises a strip of hori 
Zontally stretchable elastic fabric 48 upon One 
face of which are bonded, adhesively or 
otherwise, spaced diagonal strips 49 of Sponge 
irubber Which may contain holes 50 for added 
traction and ventilation. The elastic fabric strip 
48 is stitched inside the lower portion of the gar 
ment 47 as shown in Figs, 11 and 12, with the 
Sponge rubber strips 49 facing inwardly to en 
gage the body of the wearer for the purpose 
previously described. 

Fig. 15 shows a modification in which the elas 
tic fabric 48 contains a facing composed of a 
multiplicity of rectangular patches 5 of sponge 
rubber with circular holes 52; while in Fig. 16 
the Sponge rubber patches 53 are of various regu 
lar and irregular shapes and sizes; and in Fig. 
17 I employ Spaced parallel sponge rubber pads 
52 of rectangular contour. 
Although certain specific embodiments have 

been shown and described herein for purposes of 
of illustration, it will be evident to those skilled 
in the art that the invention is capable of various 
inodifications and adaptations within the scope 
of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An undergarment for women comprising 

front and back fabric panels and side panels 
adapted to encircle the waist and hips of the 
Wearer, at least one of Said panels including a 
horizontally stretchable pervious elastic member 
connected at its ends to adjacent panels to exert 
a pull to make the garment grip the body, and 
a layer of Sponge rubber adhesively secured to 
the inside of one of said side panels at the bottom 
of the garment in position to contact the skin 
of the Wearer for cushioning the pull of said 
elastic member and to grip the body to prevent 
slippage of the garment. 

2. A garment, as set forth in claim 1, in which 
said Sponge rubber layer is provided with holes 
disposed over the surface thereof and extending 
entirely therethrough to provide ventilation. 
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