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To all whom it muay concern:

3e it known that we, Lowrs H. MONROE
and ARTHUR C. BRENCKLE, citizens of the
United States, and residents of Milwaukee,
in the county of Milwaukee and State of Wis-
consin, have invented certain new and useful
Improvementsin Revenue-Stamp Destroyers;
and we do hereby declare that the following
is a full, elear, and exact description thereof.

Ourinvention has especial reference to the
destruction of the internal-revenne stamps
upon cigar-boxes after the removal of the con-
tents thereof, as required by law; and it con-
sists in ready and convenient means for that
purpose, as will be fully set forth hereinafter
in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings and subsequently elaimed.

In the said drawings, Figure 1 is a perspec-
tive view of a portion of the end of a cigar-
box, showing one form of our invention ap-
plied thereto in connection with the usual
internal-revenue stamp; and Fig. 2 is a de-
tail plan view of part of a eigar-box similarly
equipped with another form of our said in-
vention, parts being broken away in both
figures to better illustrate certain details of
construetion.

The internal-revenue laws of the United
States very explicitly provide that no person
is to remove the contents of a box of cigars
without destroying the revenue-stamp,which,
as is well known, consists of a strip of paper
having imprinted thereon the denomination
or number of cigars for which it is issued,
with various other inseriptions and designs,
and which when a box has been filled with
cigars must be pasted around said box ad-
jacent to one end thereof and canceled be-
fore the said goods ean Dbe legally put upon
the market. This stamp extends from the
back of the box across the entire cover and
down over the front and usually under the
bottom of the box also, so that the box can-
not be opened without breaking the stamp in
two; but this does not legally destroy the
stamp, which can only be done by the actual
removal of asubstantial part thereof, and as
the stamp is tightly cemented to the box this
is a matter of considerable effort and labor,
to obviate which and render the destructive
removal of the required portion of said stamp

easy and counvenient is the object of our
present invention.

Referring to the drawings, A represents a
portion of one end of a cigar-box, B the cover,
and C the front of said Dox, all of ordinary
construction. Such boxes are preferably
bordered with strips of paper called ‘‘edg-
ing,” that employed to cover one end of said
cover heing represented at b, the edging for
the front edge of the cover being marked ¢,
and the other edging being shown in the
drawings properly applied to the portions of
the cigar-box therein illustrated, but not
marked with any reference-letters.

D represents our stamp-destroyer, which
consists of a strip or piece of paperand which
may be formed integrally with the cover-
edging b, as shown in Fig. 1, or be made
originally of a separate piece of paper per-
manently secured to said edging b, as indi-
cated in Fig. 2. The under side of the edg-
ing proper is securely pasted to the box; but
the under side of the destroyer D should be
free from adhesive sabstance, so that ouly
the end of the part D next the edging b
should be secured to the box when the said
edging has been pasted or otherwise adhe-
sively secured thereto, this end of the de-
stroyer being in the one case an intregal part
of the edging b and in the other case secured
by the paste on the under side of the edging,
50 as to be a permanent part thereof.

E represents the internal-revenue stamp
hereinbefore referred to, which is provided
with adhesive material on its under side,
whereby it is securely fastened around the
cigar-box, the outer edge of said stamp cov-
ering and being adhesively attached to the
inner edge of the edging b, as well as the ad-
jacent surface of the wood of the eover B, and
in the present illustration being also firmly
pasted to the upper surface of the strip or
piece of paper D, the extreme end of which
projects slightly beyond the adjacent edge of
the stamp K, as plainly shown in the draw-
ings. :

The operation of our invention will be
readily understood from the foregoing de-
seription of its construction taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings.
When the contents have been fully removed
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from the box, then in order to comply with
the law and destroy the stamp it is only nec-
essary to take hold of the deseribed project-
ing end of the part D and give a quick pull,
when the same will be torn from the box,
carrying with it a substantial portion of the
revenue-stamp, whose under surface, as al-
ready described, is adhesively secured to the
upper surface of the said part D.

It is probably true that very many techni-
cal violations of the law result from careless-
ness or forgetfulness. It now requires the
use of a sharp instrament and some little
time and labor to destroy a substantial por-
tion of the revenue-stamp on cigar-boxes and
the like, owing to the fact that the stamp ad-
herestightly and has no projecting free edges;
but with ourinvention there certainly can be
no excuse for a failure to strietly comply with
the law, as no extraneous implement or fool
of any description is required, and at the
same time the projection of the part D be-
yond the edge of the stamp is so slight that
it will not result in accidental premature de-
struction of the stamp, although said projec-
tion is sufficient to receive a finger-nail of the
user and afford the necessary space for the
grip of the end of the part D between the

- finger and thumb in the described operation
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of destroying the stamp.

‘While we have illustrated our invention
in connection with the revenue-stamp on a
cigar-box, as such is the use chiefly econtem-
plated, it will be understood that we do not
limit ounrselves to such use, as the destroyer
D and the edging of which it forms a per-
manent part may be applied to packages of
tobacco, snuff, or other articles where the
law calls for the destruction of the stamp on
the emptied package, and hence the same
would be fully within the scope of our inven-
tion.

Having thus described our invention, what

we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. Astripof edgingofflexible material hav-
ing a laterally-projecting portion of like ma-
terial permanently attached thereto, and said
projecting portion being of greater length
than the width of a revenue-stamp in comnbi-
nation with a revenue-stamp adhesively se-
cured to the upper surface of said projecting
portion of the edging, at a point within the
free edge of the latter.

2. Inadevice for destroying revenue-stamps,
the combination with a box of a strip of edg-
ing adhesively secured to one end thereof,
said edging having a projecting portion form-
ing a permanent part thereof, but said pro-
jecting portion of the edging being free from
adherence to said box, and a revenue-stamnp
adhesively secured to said box and to the up-
per surface of said projecting portion of said
edging.

3. Inadevicefordestroyingrevenue-stamps,
the combination with a box of a strip of edg-
ing adhesively secured to one end thereof,
said edging having a projecting portion form-
ing a permanent part thereof, but said pro-
jecting portion of the edging being free from
adherence to said box, and a revénue-stamp
adhesively attached to the upper surface of
the inner edge of said edging, and to the up-
persurface of said projecting portion, as well
as as to the adjacent surface of said box, but
not entirely covering the free end of the pro-

-jecting portion of said edging.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing
we have hereunto set our hands, at Milwau-
kee, in the county of Milwankee and State of
Wisconsin, in the presence of two witnesses.

LOWES H. MONROE.
ARTHUR C. BRENCKLE.
Witnesses:
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H. G. UNDERWOOD, -

N. E. OLIPHANT.




