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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM E. BURKs, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Pittsburgh, in the county of Allegheny and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer 
tain new and useful improvements in Ac 
counting-Files, of which the following is a 
specification. 
This invention contemplates an improved 

file cabinet and relates more particularly to 
that type of cabinet employing a plurality 
of drawers especially designed to receive 
sale slips. 
The invention has as its primary object 

to provide a construction wherein each of 
the drawers may be withdrawn from the 
cabinet and then pivotally swung thereon 
to assume a substantially vertical position 
So that sale slips may be readily placed in 
or removed from the drawers. 
The invention has as a further object to 

provide a construction wherein the drawers 
Will be positively limited in their outward 
movement within the cabinet and wherein the means employed for pivotally support 
ing the drawers will also be adapted to 
provide a retaining member for the sale 
slips when the drawers are disposed in nor 
mal position within the cabinet. 
The invention has as a still further ob 

ject, in this connection, to provide an ar 
rangement wherein a hinge rod will be asso 
ciated with each of the drawers and adapted 
to swingingly support the drawers when 
withdrawn from the cabinet and wherein 
the retaining members for the drawers will 
be formed from the said rods. 
The invention has as a still further ob 

ject, in this connection, to provide an ar 
i’angement wherein when the drawers are 
swung to vertical position, the retaining 
members will be caused to assume an in 
operative position so that sale slips may be 
readily introduced into or removed from 
the drawers and wherein subsequent move 
ment of the drawers to a horizontal position 
to be disposed within the cabinet will cause 
the retaining members to again assume an 
operative position engaging over the inner 
ends of the sale slips. 
Other and incidental objects will appear 

as the description proceeds and in the draw 
ings wherein have illustrated the preferred 
embodiment of the invention and wherein 
similar reference numerals designate corre 
sponding parts throughout the several 
Views, 

Specification of Letters Ratent, Eaterated Yar. 23, 1913. 
s 

Figure i is a perspective view showing a 
portion of my improved cabinet partly in 
Section with one of the drawers thereof 
innoved to open vertical position, 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary vertical sectional 
view showing one of the drawers in posi 
tion within the cabinet, 

Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view taken 
On the line 3-3 of Fig. 2 and showing the 
disposition of the sale slip retaining mem 
ber for each of the drawers when the draw 
ers are moved to closed position within 
the cabinet, 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view 
of One of the drawer hinge rods and the re 
taining member formed therefrom, 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary perspective view 
slio wig the in ?ountings of the partitions of 
the cabinet, 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary perspective view 
of a slightly modified form of hinge rod 
showing the rod applied to a portion of a 
drawer partly broken away to show the 
mounting of the rod, 

Fig. 7 is a similar view showing a fur 
ther modified form of hinge rod. 

In carrying out my invention, I employ 
a cabinet 10 which includes spaced parallel 
side walls 11 which are ioined at suitable in 
tervals by parallel partitions 12. The side 
walls 11 and partitions 12 are preferably 
formed from suitable sheet metal and it will, 
of course, be understood that the dimensions 
of the cabinet may be varied as exigency 
may demand. 
The partitions 12, adjacent opposite longi 

tudinal margins thereof are bent laterally to 
define flanges 13 seating flatly against the 
side walls 11 of the cabinet to be secured 
thereto in any suitable manner as by rivets. 
It will be observed upon reference to Fig. 
5 of the drawings that the flanges 13 of one 
partition terminate in Spaced parallel rela 
tion to the adjacent upper face of the next 
contiguous partition to define, in connec 
tion therewith, longitudinally extending 
slots 14 at opposite sides of each partition. 
Mounted upon the forward vertical edges 

of the side walls 11 are butt strips 15 which 
are also preferably formed of suitable sheet 
metal. The butt strips 15 are bent upon 
themselves to embrace the adjacent terminal 
margins of the side walls 11 and may be 
riveted or otherwise suitably secured there 
to as more particularly shown in Fig. 1 of 
the drawings. It will now be noted that the 
forward edges of the partitions 12 terminate 
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in alinement with the inner edges of the butt 
strips 15. Formed in the said butt strips 
and arranged in a linement with the slots 14 
are a plurality of notches or sockets 16, the 
purpose of which will presently appear. 
As will be readily understood, each pair 

of adjacent partitious 12 of the cabinet de 
fine a drawer receiving compartment and 
mounted in each of Said compartments is a 
drawer, one of which is shown at 17. Since 
the construction and mounting of all of the 
drawers of the cabinet is identical, only one 
will be described. 
The drawer 17 is, as will be observed, sub 

stantially rectangular in general contour 
and includes a bottom wall 18, Substantially 
parallel side Walls 19, and front and rear 
end walls 20 and 21 respectively. Preferably 
the drawer is formed from suitable sheet 
metal and is adapted to slide freely within 
the adjacent compartment of the cabinet, be 
ing received within the said compartment in 
the manner shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings. 
Connected to the drawer 18 adjacent the 

Teal' end thereof is a hinge member or rod 
22, shown in detail in Fig. 4 of the drawings. 
The rod 22 is preferably formed from a 
length of Suitable resilient wire bent inter 
mediate its ends to define a substantially 
U-shaped retaining member 23. From the 
retaining member 23, the extremities of the 
wire are bent at Substantially right angles to 
define legs 24 and are then again bent at 

85 
substantially right angles and in opposite 
directions, terminating in angularly dis 
posed crank arms or lugs 25. It will now be 
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noted that the arms 25 extend in a direction 
Opposite to the retaining member 23 while 
the Said member is disposed in a plane later 
ally Spaced upon one side of said arms. 

In connecting the hinge rod 22 with the 
drawer 18, the side walls 19 of the drawer 
are formed with Suitable openings to freely 
receive the rod adjacent the extremities 
thereof. It will be observed that the rod 
projects laterally upon each side of the 
drawer with the arms 25 engaging freely 
Within the adjacent slots 14 of the compart 
ment receiving the drawer, the said arms being arranged substantially parallel to the 
sidewalls of the drawer. Struck from the 
bottom Wall 18 of the drawer adjacent the 
lear end Wall 21 thereof, are spaced hinge 
lugs, 26 more particularly shown in Fig. 3 
of the drawings. The lugs 26 are bent to 
freely embrace the rod 22 and are arranged 
upon Opposite sides of the legs 24 of the 
member 23. It is now to be noted that the 
real end wall 21 of the drawer is cut away 
at Spaced points to provide notches 27 
adapted to freely receive the legs 24 of the 
retaining member 23 for a purpose which 
shall presently appear. 

Struck from the bottom wall 18 of the 
drawer adjacent the forward end wall 20 
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thereof, is a yieldable clip or tongue 28 hav 
ing a shank 29 arranged to seat flatly against 
the said end Wall with the free end of the 
tongue projecting longitudinally within the 
drawer toward the rear Wall 21 thereof in 
the manner best shown in Fig. 2 of the 
drawings. 
As will be readily understood, the drawer 

17 is mounted to slide within the adjacent 
compartment Of the cabinet 10 in the usual 
mannel'. When so moved, the aims 25 of 
the hinge rod 22 will accordingly slide with 
in the adjacent slots 14 of the said compart 
ment. When the drawer is entirely with 
drawn from the cabinet, the arms 25 of the 
Said hinge rod will be moved to engage with 
in the adjacent notches 16 arranged to co 
Operate with the slots 14 referred to. When 
So disposed, the drawer 17 may then be 
SWung upon the hinge rod to assume a Sub 
stantially vertical open position as shown 
in Fig. 1 of the drawings. 

Attention is now directed to the fact that 
When the drawei' 17 is so swung down 
Waldly, the airius 25 of the pivot rod 22 will 
engage within the adjacent slots 14 to hold 
the rod stationary, so that the drawer will 
turn about the l'od as a pivotal center. Con 
sequently, the bottom Wall 18 of the drawel 
Will be moyed away from the retaining mem 
ber 23 which member will be caused to as 
Sulme a position as shown in Fig. 1 of the 
drawings, with the legs 24 thereof disposed 
Within the notches 27. It will therefore be 
Seen that when the retaining member is so 
disposed, Sale slips may be readily placed 
within or removed from the drawer 17. In 
use, it is intended that the outer ends of the 
Sale slips be inserted beneath the tongue 28, 
while, when the drawer is then subsequently 
SWling to a substantially horizontal posi 
tion, when it may be again disposed within 
the cabinet, the retaining member 23 will 
again be caused to automatically assume its 
normal position, as best shown in Figs, 2 
and 3 of the drawings, to engage over the 
inner ends of the said sale slips. Thus, in 
use, the hinge rod 22 will perform a dual 
function in that it will not only serve to 
pivotally support the drawer 17, but will 
provide a retaining member for the sale slips 
adapted to be automatically moved from op 
erative to inoperative position or vice-versa, 
as the drawer 17 is operated to either place 
Sale slips within the drawer or remove the 
Sale slips therefrom. 
Attention is now directed to the fact that 

the arms of the retaining member 23 will 
normally spread to yieldably urge the arms 
25 of the hinge rod 22 in opposite directions 
to engage within the adjacent slots 14 of 
the compartment receiving the drawer, this 
yieldable engagement of the hinge rod with 
the compartment Serving to steady the 
drawer in its sliding movement within the 
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cabinet so as to prevent rattling of the parts. 
As will be noted, upon reference to Fig. 1 
of the drawings, the drawer 17 is swung 
downwardly upon the hinge rod to the posi 
tion therein illustrated. The retaining mem 
ber 23 may then be grasped and downward 
pressure exerted thereon to move the said 
retaining member toward the bottom wall 
18 of the drawer. Such movement of the 
retaining meinbei' will, as will be clear, 
cause the arms 25 of the hinge rod to at the 
same time, be sprung out of engagement 
Within the adjacent notches 16 receiving the 
said arms, when the drawer may be entirely 
removed. 

Thus, in this manner, I provide an al 
'angement whereby the drawer may be read 
ily mounted within the cabinet or may as 
easily be displaced therefrom. Upon the ac 
tuation of the retaining member 23 as just 
above described, the arms 25 of the hinge 
rod will ride over the upper walls of the 
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adjacent notches 16 to consequently compress 
the aims of the retaining member 23 against 
he resilient tension thereof, so that the hinge 
'od will be entirely automatic in its opera 
tion upon the actuation of the retaining 
member 23 to effect either the engagement of 
the drawer with the cabinet or its disengage 
ment therefrom. 
In Fig. 6 of the drawings, I have disclosed 

a slight modification of the invention which 
relates more particularly to the specific form 
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of hinge rod used. The hinge rod in this 
modification, designated at 30, is substan 
tially t-shaped in general contour, being 
provided at the extremities of the arms 
thereof, with laterally directed terminals 31 
which are passed freely through the side 
Walls 19 of the drawer adjacent the rear ends 
thereof and are adapted to freely engage 
within the slots 14 of one of the compart 
ments of the cabinet. 

It will be observed that the bight portion 
of the hinge rod is disposed within the 
drawer and is arranged to Swing freely 
therein either toward or away from the bot 
tom wall 18. The drawer, when this modi 
fied form of hinge rod is used, is operated 
in the manner previously described with ref 
erence to the drawer of the preferred form 
of the invention the terminals 3 of the 
hinge rod being adapted to engage within 
the adjacent notches 16 of the butt strips 15 
so that the drawer may be swling to a sub 
stantially vertical open position. When so 
disposed, the bight portion of the hinge rod 
30 may be manually operated away from the 
bottom wall 18 of the drawer to free the 
inner ends of the Sale slips or, on the other 
hand, may be manually operated to engage 
the said slips. It will thus be seen that this 
modification provides a somewhat simplified 
and very efficient construction. 

In Fig. 7 of the drawings, I have dis 

3. 

closed a still further modified form of hinge 
rod 32, which, as will be observed, is straight 
and extends freely through the side walls 19 
of the drawer with the ends of the said rod 
disposed to engage within the adjacent slots 
14 of the cabinet. Struck from the bottom 
wall of the drawer and freely embracing the 
rod 32, are hinge lugs 33. It is thought, 
from the previous description, that the op 
elation of this modified foim of hinge l'od 
will be readily understood and a further de 
scription thereof will not, therefore, be given. 
However, it may be stated that with this 
form of hinge rod, the drawer may be freely 
operated to assume its normal position dis 
posed within one of the compartments of the 
cabinet or may be withdrawn from the cabi 
net to assume a substantially vertical open 
position, as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
claim and desire to secure by Letters Pit 

ent is:- . 

1. in a device of the character described, 
a cabil:et including side walls and provided 
with a compartment, litt strips mounted 
tion the side walls and notched to provide 
sockets, a drawe; slidably mounted in the 
compartment, a combined hinge and arti 
cle retaining member carried by the drawer 
with the said 'etaining in einber normally 
disposed in active position within the drawer, 
and holding elements carried by said mem 
ber, the drawer being movable within the 
compartment to engage said elements within 
said sockets for holding the hinge member 
against turning movement whereby the 
drawer may be swung about the axis of the 
hinge member to open position with the said 
retaining member disposed in inactive rela 
tion to the drawer. 

2. In a device of the character described, 
a cabinet having a compartment, a drawer 
slidably mounted in said compartment, a 
hinge rod connected to the drawer and en 
gaged with the cabinet for holding the said 
rod against rotation, and an article retain 
ing member for the drawer carried by said 
rod and normally disposed in active posi 
tion within the drawer to extend longitudi 
nally thereof, the drawer being movable to 
shift the hinge rod to a position whereby 
the drawei' inity he swung upon the said rod 
away from the said member to open position 
with the retaining member disposed in inac 
tive 'elation to the drawer. 

3. In a device of the character described, 
a cabinet having a compartment, a drawer 
slidably mounted in said compartment, a 
hinge member carried by the drawer and 
provided with an article retaining element 
for the drawer, and terminal arms carried by 
Said hinge in ember and engaging the cabi 
net for holding the said hinge member 
against rotation with the said retaining mem 
ber normally disposed within the lines of 
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the drawer, the drawer being shiftable to po 
sition the hinge member whereby the drawer 
may be swung to open position thereon with 
the said retaining member extending with 
out the lines of the drawer. 

4. In a device of the character described, 
a cabinet having a compartment, a drawei' 
slidably mounted in said compartment, and 
a hinge member carried by the drawer, said 
hingenienier being formed from a length 
of material bent intermediate its ends to de 
fine a substantially J-shaped article retain 
ing member for the drawer and having its 
extremities lent to define arms engaging the 
cabinet for normally holding the said re 
taining heinber in active position within the 
drawer, the drawer being shiftable to posi 
tion said hinge incimber whereby the drawer 
may be swung thereon to open position with 
the said arms holding the hinge member 
against rotation to dispose the retaining mem 
be in inactive relation to the drawer. 

5. In a device of the character described, 
a cabinet having a compartment, a drawer 
slidably mounted in the compartment, and 
a hinge member carried by the drawer and 
provided with an article retaining element 
therefor normally disposed in active posi 
tion within the drawer, the said retaining 
element including resilient aims normally 
acting upon the hinge member to provide a 
yieldable connection between the drawer and 
the cabinet, the drawer being shiftable to 
open position upon the hinge member de 
pending therefrom with the said retaining 
element disposed in inactive relation to the 
drawer. 

6. In a device of the character described, 
a cabinet having a compartment and pro 
vided with sockets, a drawer slidably 
mounted in the compartment, and a resilient 
hinge member carried by the drawer, the 
drawer being movable within the said com 
partment to a position with the hinge mem 
ber yieldably engaging within said sockets 
whereby the drawer may be swung about 
the axis of the hinge member to open posi 
tion. 

7. in a device of the character described, 
a cabinet having side walls and provided 
with a compartment, butt strips embracing 
the forward edges of the side walls to form 
protecting members therefor and provided 
with sockets, a drawer slidably mounted in 
the compartment, and a hinge member car 
ried by the drawer, the drawer being mov 
able within the compartment to engage the 
hinge member in said sockets whereby the 
drawer may be swung about the axis of the 
hinge member to open position. 

8. In a device of the character described, 
Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents 
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a cabinet including side walls, spaced pal 
titions extending between the said side walls 
and defining a compartment, one of the par 
titions having its side margins formed to 
provide depending flanges seating against 
the said side walls and Secured thereto with 
the said fanges terminating in spaced re 
lation to the other partition to define slots, 
butt strips embracing the forward edges of 
the side walls and having the inwardly dis 
posed margins thereof notched to provide 
sockets arranged opposite the outer ends of 
Said slots, a drawer slidably mounted in Said 
compartment, and a hinge member carried 
by the drawer and freely engaging in said 
slots, the drawer being movable in said com 
partment to engage the hinge member 
within said sockets whereby the drawer may 
be swung about the axis of the hinge mem 
ber to open position. 

9. In a device of the character described, 
a cabinet provided with a compartment, a 
drawer slidably mounted in said compart 
ment, a hinge rod carried by the drawer and 
provided with an article retaining member 
with the said iod engaged with the cabinet 
for holding the said rod against rotation 
and normally retaining the said member in 
active position within the drawer, the 
drawer being movable to shift the hinge rod 
to a position whereby the drawer may be 
SWung upon the said rod to open position 
away from the retaining member with the 
said member disposed in inactive relation to 
the drawer. - 

10. In a device of the character described, 
a cabinet having a compartment, a drawer 
slidably mounted in the compartment, a 
hinge member carried by the drawer and 
provided with an article retaining member 
with the said hinge member engaged with 
the cabinet for holding the said rod against 
rotation and retaining the said member nor 
mally in active position within the inner ex 
tremity of the drawer, and an article re 
ceiving tongue carried by the drawer adja 
cent its outer extremity and fixed with re 
spect thereto with the said tongue arranged 
to coöperate with the said retaining mem 
ber, the drawer being shiftable to position 
the hinge member whereby the drawer may 
be swung to open position thereon away. 
from the retaining member with the said 
retaining member disposed in inactive rela 
tion to the drawer. - 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

100 

105 

10 

15 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM E. BURKS. L. s. 
Witnesses: 

Jos. S. GRAY, 
JoFIN E. BURKs. 

each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 


