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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

LOWELL H. STEPHENSON, OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.,

CHECK-PROTECTOR.

1,228,844,

Specification of Letters Patent.

. Application filed March 13, 1916, Serial No. 83,849.

To all whom it may concern: _

Be it known that I, Lowsrr H. StEPHEN-
SON, a citizen of the United States, residing
at San Francisco, in the county. of San
Prancisco and State of California, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Check-Protectors, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. ‘

My 1mvention relates to canceling devices
and has particular reference to new and
usefnl improvements in check protectors.

An object of my invention is to provide
in a compact and simple structure a check

canceling device having means for partially -

mutilating the surface of the check at which
the amount is written, as well as imprint
marks in ink on the check.

Another object of my invention is to pro-
vide a check protector of the character
above described in which the parts thereof
are readily detachable for replacement and
for renewal of the ink pad.

Other objects and advantages will appear

from the following detail description and.

the claim taken with an inspection of the
accompanying drawing in which,

Figure 1 is a front side elevational view
of a check protector embodying the im-
provements of my invention,

Fig. 2 is an end elevational view of the
same,

Fig. 8 is a longitudinal sectional view
taken on the line 3—3 of Fig. 2 looking in
the direction of the arrow,

Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view taken

on the line 4—4 of Fig. 1 looking in the di-
rection of the arrow,

Fig. 5 is a reduced perspective view of
my improved check protector showing the
same in use, and

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary top plan view of
an inking pad and holder therefor.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ing, wherein similar characters of reference
designate like and corresponding parts
throughout the various views 1 designates
what L shall hereinafter term the base of
my device, the free ends thereof being
formed with upstanding portions 2 and 3
forming ears for supporting the upper sec-
tion 4. The upper section 4 is preferably
rectangular and is provided with front and
rear walls 5 and 6, a top wall 7, and end
walls 8. The top section 4 is hingedly
mounted between the ears 2 and 3 on a shaft
9, said shaft extending through the length

of said top section and engageable in suit-
able openings in the ears 2 and 3. The side
walls 5 and 6 terminate at the lower edges
above the base I whereby to provide en-
trance and exit openings 10 and 11 respec-
tively for the check or similar paper to be
canceled. )
that the openings 10 and 11 are termed en-
trance and exit openings, respectively, for
convenience in describing the use of the
invention hereinafter embodied in this de-
seription and I do not limit myself to any
particular direction of movement of the
check through the canceling device.

The canceling mechanism of my inven-
tion embodies preferably a shaft 12 the free
extremities of which are mounted in suitable
bearing plates 13 carried by the end walls 8
of the upper section 4, said shaft having a
plurality of radially extending teeth 14 ar-
ranged in sets and having sharpened free
extremities for a purpose which will here
inafter appear.

Codperating with the teeth 14 and located
beneath the same I provide an inking pad
15 mounted on the base 1 and retained in
position by means of a metallic plate 16 pro-
vided with notches 17 forming parallel ex-
tending tongues 18, between which tongues
the teeth 14 are adapted to operate. Re-
movable screws 19 serve to retain the plate
16 and pad 15 in position.

In order to retain the top section 4 in the
position shown in the drawing I provide a
locking means comprising a flat spring
member 20 riveted at 21 to the ear 3 and
having a pin 22 carried by the free end
thereof, said pin being engageable through
registering openings in the ear 3 and one
end wall 8 of the top section 4.

In operation a check is inserted edgewise
through the entrance opemning 10 and is
adapted to pass above the plate 16 and be-
low the shaft 12, the tecth 14 serving to par-
tially mutilate the surface of the check ad-
jacent the amount, the inking pad imprint-
ing ink upon the paper, it being understood
that the portions of the check above the
openings 17 are forced downwardly into
engagement with the inking pad by means
of the teeth 14. It will thus-be seen that
when the check is drawn through the can-
celing device a plurality of short indenta-
tions are formed on the check adjacent the
amount whereby to prevent altering the
value of the check. It will be seen that the
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inking pad may readily be removed by re-
moving the fastening screws 19, access be-
ing had thereto by unlocking-the top section
4'and throwing the same back on the hinged
shaft 9. It will also be apparent that this
device may be made in various sizes, how-
ever a convenient size sufficiently large for

all types of checks could be made to fit in

the vest pocket so that the same might be
used as a watch charm or anchoring weight
for a watch chain,

From the above description taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawing,
it 15 thought that a clear and comprehensive
understanding of the construction, opera-

tion and advantages of my invention may

be had, and while T have shown and de-
seribed my invention as embodying a specific
structure, I desire that it be understood that
I may make such changes on said structure

1,228,844

as do not depart from the spirit and scope
of the invention as claimed. :

What I claim as new and desire to secure
by Letters-Patent is:—

A device of the class described, including
a base, a top section hingedly mounted
thereon, ears formed on the free ends of the
base to support the said top section, an ink
pad carried by said base, a metallic plate
having notches formed thereon, bearing
plates carried by the end walls of said top
section, a shaft having the free extremities
thereof mounted in the said bearing plates,
a plurality of teeth mounted on the said
shaft codperating with the said plate for
indenting a check when inserted between the
said teeth and the metallic plate and drawn
therethrough. .

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

LOWELL H. STEPHENSON.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for:ﬁve cents each, by addréssing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washingtpn, D.C”»
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