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To all, whon it invay concert: 
Beit known that I, VICTORM. ARANA, a citi 

Zen of the Republic of Peru, residing at Notre 
Dame, in the county of St. Joseph and State 
of Indiana, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Table-Desks; and I 
do declare the following to be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the invention, such as will 
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, and 
to the letters and figures of reference marked 
thereon, which form a part of this specifica 
tion. - - 

My invention relates to an article of furni 
ture that may be used either as a desk or as 
a flat-top table, the object of the invention 
being to provide a capacious cabinet - desk 
that may be cheaply constructed and that 
may also be adapted to be covered when not 
in use without requiring the expensive roll 
top usually employed; and a further object 
is to provide a cheap desk of this character 
which may be quickly transformed into a 
table. 
A still further object is to provide means 

whereby the desk-cabinet may be depressed 
or lowered below the table-top in such a man 
ner as to be unobstructive, especially if the 
table be of small size. 
With the above objects in view my inven 

tion consists in the parts and in the combi 
nation and arrangement of parts, as herein 
after particularly described, and pointed out 
in the claims. 

Referring to the drawings, in which similar 
reference characters in the several figures 
designate corresponding parts, Figure 1 rep 
resents perspectively a table-desk construct 
ed substantially according to my invention 
and shown as a desk open for use, in which 
is an inkstand designed for use in this char 
acter of desk; Fig. 2, a top plan view of the 
table-top; Fig. 3, a fragmentary view of the 
front in elevation, a broken line A A divid 
ing the figure into two different kinds of views, 
the half of the article at the left side of said 
line representing the cabinet as below the 
table-top, as when used as a table, and the 
half at the right side of said line represent 
ing the cabinet above the table-top, as when 

used as a desk; Fig. 4, a fragmentary verti 
cal sectional view showing the cabinet de 
pressed, as when used as a table; Fig. 5, a 
fragmentary vertical sectional view showing 
the cabinet upon the table, as When used as 
a desk; Fig. 6, a fragmentary vertical sec 
tional view showing the cabinet in position 
for use as a desk; Fig. 7, a fragmentary de 
tail view showing the pivotal sliding member 
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and the support for the front portion of the 
cabinet, and Fig. 8 a perspective view of one 
of the pivotal members for the cabinet. 
In construction I employ suitable legs C, a 

front rail b, side rails c and d, and a rear rail 
e, all rigidly connected suitably, as tables are 
usually made. The top of the table, a part 
of which also provides the leaf or Writing 
board of the desk when used as Such, is made 
in sections. The sections f, g, and h are se 
cured to the foundation parts, either to the 
tops of the legs or to the rails or to both. 
The main central section i and the front sec 
tion j are preferably connected together by 
hinges k, and both may slide forward, the 
side edges thereof being fitted in suitable 
guides in the edges of the sections f and g. 
When desired, the sections if may be made 
as one piece; but usually the section i may be 
sufficiently broad for use as a writing-board 
for the desk, and in that case the Section f 
may be folded under, as in Figs. 1 and 3, and 
retained by brackets l, that are attached to 
the front rail b or by other suitable means. 
The cabinet for the desk comprises a bot 

tom m, a back n, and sides O and p, all Se 
cured rigidly together, and any desired num 
ber of drawers 1 and 2, if desired, and shelves, 
as 3 4 5, and a top piece 6 and also partitions, 
as 7 and 8, dividing the shelves into “pigeon 
holes.’ The sides O and p in plan are sub 
stantially triangular, so that the general plane 
of the front of the cabinet is inclined when 
the bottom is horizontal. Therefore the lower 
shelves are deeper than the upper ones. The 
top q of the rear rail e serves as a support for 
the rear part of the cabinet when in use as a 
desk, and the forward edge r of the section h 
serves as a stop therefor; but bracket-sup 
port may be substituted for or used with the 
top edge q, as will be obvious. At the sides 
of the table part are guide-bars S and , situ 

75 

9o 

95 

Oc 



O. 

20 

S2 

ated at the inner sides of the rails d and c, 
respectively, and below the plane of the ta 
ble-tops, these guide-bars being similar in de 
sign and having each a channel u, in the side 
thereof opposing the similar side of the other 
guide-bar, the channels being in vertical op 
posing sides of the bars. 
At the two lower forward corners of the 

cabinet are right and left pivotal members v 
and 2U, each having a pivot-pin y projecting 
from the outer face thereof and into a chan 
nel u, whereby the front portion of the cabi 
net is supported at all times both pivotally 
and slidingly, as the pins / may slide in the 
channels u as well as partially rotate therein. 
The members v and U may be made in any 
suitable design and may extend against the 
outer faces of the sides O and p, into which, 
they may be sunk, as shown, or they may ex 
tend under the bottom m, and it is designed 
that they extend below the plane of the under 
side of the bottom m, so that the piny-the 
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pivot proper-shall be below and, preferably, 
forward of the front corner of the bottom m. 
Thus when the cabinet is up the lower side 
of the bottom m will be in the same plane as 
the tops of the table legs and rails, and the 
tops of the bottom m and the section i will be 
in the same plane. Brackets ac are attached 
to the inner sides of the rear legs a, upon 
which the upper parts of the back in of the 
cabinet may rest when depressed, or similar 
brackets may be secured to the rear rail e, if 
preferred. 
The top piece 6 of the cabinet may be 

strengthened in any suitable manner so as to 
serve for grasping it with the hand for ele 
vating and depressing the cabinet, or it may 
be supplied with any suitable style of grip 
handle. 

It should be understood that the pivotal 
members v and U may be varied in form, and 
sliding blocks may be used in the channels 
u to inclose the pins ly, if desired, the pins 
rotating in the blocks. Suitable hinges of 
course may perform the same function as the 
pivotal members, if attached to blocks slid 
ing in the channels and also attached to the 
cabinet. 
The inkstand designed for use in this arti 

cle of furniture comprises a frame 9, having 
elevated sides, between which is an ink-font 
10, swinging in pivots 11, so that the top of 
the font will remain level when the cabinet 
is tilted in its depressed position. The stand 
9 rests upon the shelf 5 and against the back 
in and may have suitable means to prevent 
its sliding upon the shelf, but permitting it 
to be removed, so as to be placed elsewhere 
or on the bottom in when desired. The font 
may have a number of Wells or receptacles, 
into which small articles may be placed to 
prevent them from gravitating to the rear 
parts of the shelves and becoming inaccessi 
ble when needed. 
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In practical operationlet it be assumed that 
the desk as shown in Fig. 1 is to be transformed 
so that the cabinet shall be covered and the 
article of furniture be converted into a mere 
table. Draw the top section i forward, which 
movement will release the sectioni from its 
temporary fastening. Then takehold with the 
hand of the piece 6, and while supporting the 
rear part of the cabinet push the cabinet for 
ward until the rear part may clear its usual 
supporting member and descend, the pins y 
sliding in the channels at and then rotating 
as the rear part of the cabinet is permitted to 
descend upon the bracketsa. Then push the 
sections i and i inward until stopped by the 
edge r, the edge q supporting the middle por 
tions of the rear edge of the section i. To 
again convert the table into a desk, first draw 
the sections i and i forward, then elevate the 
rear part of the cabinet and push it back 
upon the support q and against the stop r", 
and then push the section i back against the 
bottom in and fasten up the sectioni, the lat 
ter being readily accomplished by holding it 
against the under side of the section i. While 
pushing bothback, the sectionientering upon 
the brackett. - 

Having described my invention, what I 
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. A table-desk including a table-frame, a 
desk-cabinet mounted in the frame below the 
top thereof so that the bottom and the back 
of the cabinet shall be in diverging inclined 
planes, supporting members against which 
the back of the cabinet is supported, pivotal 
members supporting the forward portions of 
the cabinet, and supporting members upon 
which the rear part of the bottom of the cabi 
net may be supported when elevated. 

2. The combination, with a table having an 
aperture in the top thereof and a sliding top 
section, of a desk-cabinet substantially tri 
angular in transverse section and mounted 
under the sliding section so that the plane of 
the front of the cabinet shall be substantially 
horizontal, supports for the body of the cabi 
net attached to the table, independent Sup 
porting members connected with the forward 
portion of the cabinet and also with the table, 
and independent means whereby the body of 
the cabinet may be supported in an elevated 
position. 

3. In a table-desk, the combination of a ta 
ble-frame, a movable top section, a desk-cabi 
net havingsidestriangularin plan and mount 
ed in the frame, means whereby the cabinet 
may be supported, and limiting members 
whereby the cabinet may be stopped with the 
bottom and the back thereof in diverging in 
clined planes and the plane of the front face 
of the cabinet horizontal. 

4. In a table-desk, the combination of the 
table-legs, the table-rails, the guide-bars hav 
ing the channels therein, the cabinet, the 
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pivotal members attached to the forward 
parts of the cabinet and having the pivot-pins 
in said channels, the hinged top sections 
mounted slidingly, the temporary fastening 

5 for the forward one of said hinged sections, 
the supports for the cabinet at the rear table 
rail, and a pivoted ink-font in said cabinet. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signatuife 
in presence of two witnesses. 

VICTOR. M. ARANA. 
Witnesses: 

WM. H. PAYNE, 
E. T. SILVIUS, 


