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This invention relates to improvements in 
cigarette packages, and has particular reference 
to a combined hinged and closing means, to 
gether with the Wrapper for the package. 
The principal object of the invention is to pro 

Wide means whereby a cigarette package may be 
split lengthwise and afterwards automatically 
closed after a cigarette is removed. 
A further object is to produce a device which 

is economical to manufacture. Another object 
is to produce a device which may be incorporated 
in the standard cigarette, package Without de 
parting from any of the customary procedure in 
Wrapping cigarette packages. 
An additional object is to produce a device 

which may be incorporated within the package 
Without increasing its size or general appearance. 
A still further object is to provide means 

whereby the split edges of the package will have 
sufficient stability to preserve the general shape 
of the package until the contents have all been 
used. 
Other objects and advantages will be apparent 

during the course of the following description. 
In the accompanying drawing forming a part 

of this specification and in which like numerals 
are employed to designate like parts throughout 
the Sane, 

Fig. I is a perspective view of a cigarette pack 
age constructed in accordance with my inven 
tion and a portion thereof broken away in Order 
to show the gummed folded edges of the inner 
Wrapper, 

Fig. II is an end view of the inner Wrapper, 
Fig. III is an enlarged fragmentary detail 

cross sectional view taken on the line 3-3 of 
Fig. I, 
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Fig. IV is a fragmentary crOSS Sectional View 
on the line 4-4 of Fig. I, 

Fig. W is an end elevation showing the cig 
arette package broken open. So that the contents 
thereof may be dispensed, a portion of the pack 
age being broken away in order to illustrate the 
hinge and closure elements, 

Fig. VI is a fragmentary detail view of the 
outer Wrapper with the hinge element attached 
thereto, 

Fig. VII is a view of the hinge element looking 
from the opposite side of that of Fig. WI, and 

Fig. VIII is an enlarged cross Sectional view 
on the line 8—8 of Fig. VIII. 

It is customary to open a cigarette package by 
tearing the wrapper away from the end of the 
package and to then push the cigarettes upward 
ly from the bottom of the package, Which multi 
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lates the package, or to tip the package up-side 
down so that certain of the cigarettes fall there 
from. The result of this practice is that cig 
arettes often fall into the pockets, the ends of 
the cigarettes being exposed producing unsani 
tary condition, the tobacco in the ends of the 
cigarettes becomes loose and falls into the pock 
ets, with the result that the Smoker always has 
a large quantity of tobacco in his pockets which 
must be continuously emptied out. This is a 
loss to the Smoker and often causes ruination 
of the clothes through stains when laundered, if 
the tobacco is not first emptied from the pockets. 
It will, therefore, be apparent that applicant has 
devised a novel structure which eliminates all 
these objections, for the reason that the package 
is split from end to end and is provided with a 
hinged member, which has incorporated therein 
a resilient element which closes the tWO portions 
of the package against each other as Soon as pres 
sure is released after the opening operation. 
Applicant has further provided means for ac 
complishing the splitting of the package from end 
to end, which in conjunction with the hinged 
member makes a most novel package. 
In the accompanying drawing wherein for the 

purpose of illustration is shown a preferred em 
bodiment of my invention, the numeral 5 desig 
nates the inner wrapper of a cigarette package. 
This inner Wrapper is folded over the ends of the 
package and the adjacent longitudinal edges are 
customarily lapped one over the other. I pro 
pose, however, to fold the longitudinal edges aS 
shown at 6 and 7, the purpose of which will be 
later Seen. The numeral 8 designates the Outer 
wrapper which is placed around the package and 
sealed with the Government stamp, designated 
at 9. It is to the Wrapper 8 that I attach my 
hinged member 10 which is preferably made of 
cardboard scored as at 15 (see Fig. VIII), So as to 
fold at the point A (see: Figs. IV and VI). This 
hinged member is provided with an opening 11 
across which is stretched a rubber 12, the ends 
being adhesively secured to the portions B and C 
of the hinged member. The portions B and C are 
separated from each other by a cut 13. The por 
tion D is adhesively secured to the Wrapper 8. In 
building up this hinged member I preferably ad 
hesively secure to the back of the blank 10 a thin 
paper 14. This paper serves to cover the ends 
of the band 12 and further assists in adhesively 
holding them against misplacement. By Scoring 
the cardboard and inserting a rubber in the Scored 
portion and afterwards placing the paper 14 
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; tively weak material. 

2 
thereover, a hinged member is formed which is 
free of any projections. 
When making a cigarette package in accord 

ance with my invention, the package of cigarettes 
is first wrapped in the inner wrapper so that the 
adhesive edges 6 and 7 will appear as shown in 
Fig. II. The next operation is to apply the Outer 
wrapper to which a hinge member has been at 
tached by the adhesive portion D. When the 
outer wrapper has been secured upon the package 
and sealed, it will be found that during the apply 
ing of the outer wrapper to the inner wrapper, 
a moistening operation has taken place, Sufficient 
to cause the portions 6 and 7 to adhere to the 
inner Surface of the Outer Wrapper 8, and upon 
opposite sides of a line of perforations 16. It is 
understood that the usual cellophane Wrapper is 
placed over the package and the same is then 
ready for sale. In opening the package the 
cellophane wrapper is removed, then the finger 
nail or any sharp instrument may be run along 
the line of perforations 16, with the result that 
the outer package will be cut along its two ends 
and across one of its longitudinal faces. The 
package may now be bent as shown in Fig. IV, the 
bending operation placing the rubber 12 under 
tension. AS a result, aS SOOn aS the Ulser releaSes 
the two halves of the package the Sane will close 
tightly and entirely enclose the cigarettes. 
Through the fact that the inner wrapper and the 
Outer Wrapper are glued to each other along the 
line of break between the two portions of the 
package, it will be apparent that considerable 
rigidity will be given to the broken edges of the 
package, which Will materially preserve the ap 
pearance and usefulness of the package during 
its useful life. 

It has been found that the portion ID, not only 
Serves as a hinge but also serves to maintain the 
edges of the package in proper alignment. In 
other Words it eliminates, to a large extent, any 
weaving action of one side of the package with 
respect to the other, which would otherwise occur 
due to the paper Wrapper being of a compara 

The opening 11 permits 
the manufacture of the hinge member in that the 
portion of the rubber band stretching across this 
opening will not be adhered to during the gluing 
operation and is therefore free to stretch when 
the demand is placed upon the unsecured central 
portion of the band. 

1,965,138 
It is to be understood that the form of my in 

vention herewith shown and described is to be 
taken as a preferred example of the same and that 
various chainges relative to the materiai, Size, 
shape and arrangement of parts may be resorted 
to without departing from the spirit of the inven 
tion or the Scope of the Subjoined claims. 

Having thus described ny invention, I claim:- 
1. In a device of the character described, the 

combination with a cigarette package having an 
inner and outer wrapper, said Wrappers being 
adhesively Secured One to the other adjacent an 
opening area, and a resilient hinged menber posi 
tioned to said Wrappei's whereby said package Will 
be closed after said Wrappers have been broken 
Open. 

2. In a device of the character described, the 
combination of a package having an inner Wrap 
per, the edges of Said Wrapper being folded upon 
themselves, an outer wrapper positioned over said 
inner wrapper and adhesively engaging said fold 
ed edges, said Outer Wrapper having perforations 
formed therein, said perforations lying between 
the adhesive engagement of Said inner and Outei 
Wrapper, a hinged ineinber Secured to One of Said 
Wrappel's and adapted to extend over One end of 
said package, the portion of Said hinged member 
overlying the end of Said package being divided, 
and a resilient member interposed between the 
divided portions of Said hinged member. 

3. A hinged member for a cigarette package, 
comprising a blank having a securing portion, the 
remainder of Said blank having an opening 
foilined therein, a resilient member overlying said 
Opening and Secured to Said blank on the opposite 
sides of said opening, the portion of said blank 
having Said opeihing therein being divided. 

4. A hinged member for a package including 
a blank adapted to be folded upon itself so as to 
form an angular Structure, One polition of Said 
angular structure being divided, a resilient nem 
ber extending between the divided portions, an 
opening underlying a portion of said resilient 
member, and means for Securing Said hinged 
member to tine Wrapper of a package whereby 
the cut portion of said angular member will 
extend over the end of Said package. 

PETER, M. BAMBINO. 
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