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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS A. SIMMONS, a
citizen of Canada, now a resident of Wooster,
in the county of Wayne and State of Ohio,
have invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Coach-Pads or Gig-Saddles, of which

" the following is a specification.
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The object of the present invention is to
make a coach-pad or gig-saddle for harness in
such a manner as to dispense with all extra
leather and hair or other stuffing employed,
and to so simplify the labor in making the pad
as to produce the same more quickly and at
much less cost than is the case in the manu-.
facture of gig-saddlesnowinuse. Tothisend
Iform a metallic tree or pad-plate,upon which
the saddle is formed, with fianges of suchshape
as to fit the curves of the animal’s back. In
my improved saddle the pad is made in a man-
ner similar to thatin the ordinary saddle, be-
ing, however, lined with felt or similar mate-
rial, and provided with a metallic or other
hard center, on which the metallic flanges of
the tree will bear,and thus be prevented from
projecting through the pad to injure the ani-
mal. The pad is secured to the pad-plate at
the lower end by stitching through perfora-.
tions in the plate made for this purpose. At
the center ofthe back the padis provided witha
recess to admit the nut of the check-hook, such
recess going through the leather cover of the
pad, but having beneath it a felt backing to
protect the horse therefrom.

In order that my invention may be fully
understood, I will proceed to describe it with
reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure I is a front view of my improved
saddle. Fig. II is a vertical section of the
same. Fig. I is a vertical section at right

-angles to the line of Fig. I1. TFig.IV isa view

of the pad-plate or tree detached.

In the manufacture of my improved saddle
the tree or pad-plate 1is made of lead or other
metal, and provided with flanges 2, so curved
at their edges as to adapt them to fit the back
of a horse. - The said plate is provided with
apertures 3 3* 3, for the attachment of the

checlc-hook 4, the terret 5, and the pin 6, by
means of which the skirt 7 and the housing 8 50
are fixed to the pad-plate. At its lower end
eyelet-holes 9 are made in the pad-plate,. to
enable the stitching of the same to the pad 10,
having a leather top, and being padded be-
neath with felt or similar material. In order ss
thatthe saddle may present a neat appearance,
the recess 11 is cut through the leather of the
pad at the top of the back, which recess is
occupied by the nut 12 of the check-hook, but
is mnot of sufficient depth to enable said nut 6o
to chafe the back of the horse., The sides
of the flanges of the pad-plate are covered with
Jjapan or leather, the latter being sewed to the
sald plate if employed. In that part of the
pad beneath the extended portion of the 63
flaniges 2, I place a plate, 13, of metal or other
hard material, to give an even bearing for the
said flanges on the back of the horse and pre-
vent the pad from sagging between the flanges.

In making the saddle I first form' the pad- 70 .
plate, as described, with flanges projecting
down on each side, and then the pad,which is
then secured to the plate by stitching at the
lower end. Theskirt and housing, then being
put in place,are secured to the saddle by nuts 75
14, hook 4, terrets 5, and pin 6. .

Having thus described my invention, the
following is what I claim as new therein and
desire to secure by Letters Patent: .

1. A metallic coach-pad plate or treeformed 8o
with the downwardly-projecting flanges, whose
lower edges are curved substantially = as
shown, to conform to the shape of the horse’s
back. :

2. The combination, with: a metallic pad- 85
plate having downwardly - projecting side
flanges for giving shape to the saddle, of a pad
provided with a metallic or other hard center
plate adapted to bridge over the &pace be-
tween the said flanges, as and for the purpose go
set forth. :

THOMAS  A. SIMMONS,

Witnesses:
J. D. RoEBIsSON, Jr.,
A. BARNHA];T.



