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(57) ABSTRACT 

Methods of reducing peak electrical demand at a single cus 
tomer location of an electrical service provider during at least 
one time interval during a day can include shifting the acti 
Vation of a first electrical appliance located at the single 
customer location from the at least one time interval during a 
day to a second time interval during which a second electrical 
appliance is not activated for at least part of the second time 
interval. Related systems, circuits, and computer program 
products are disclosed. 
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METHODS, SYSTEMS, CIRCUITS, AND 
COMPUTER PROGRAMI PRODUCTS FOR 
REDUCING PEAKELECTRICAL DEMAND 

BY SHIFTING ACTIVATION OF 
ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application is a continuation of U.S. patent 
application Ser. No. 12/692.991, filed on Jan. 10, 2010, which 
issued as U.S. Pat. No. 7,962,248, on Jun. 14, 2011, which 
was a continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 1 1/753, 
317, filed Jun. 26, 2007, entitled Methods, Systems, Circuits 
and Computer Program Products for Electrical Service 
Demand Management, which issued as U.S. Pat. No. 7,653, 
443 on Jan. 26, 2010, and which claims priority to U.S. Patent 
Application No. 60/892,364, filed Mar. 1, 2007, entitled 
Methods, Systems, Circuits and Computer Program Product 
for Electrical Service Demand Management, the entire con 
tents of all of which are hereby incorporated herein by refer 
CCC. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0002 The invention relates to the field of electrical sys 
tems in general, and more particularly, to power systems 
management. 

BACKGROUND 

0003. One problem faced by electrical service providers is 
the peak demand for electricity during certain time periods, 
Such as during extremely hot or cold weather. Traditionally, 
electrical service providers meet this peak demand by pur 
chasing expensive electricity from the power grid or, in 
extreme cases reduce service to entire neighborhoods or sec 
tors of a grid, thereby totally eliminating or coarsely reducing 
the load. 
0004 Another approach is to reduce peak demand by 
eliminating or reducing the demand from Some electrical 
appliances, such as heating units, air conditioners, and/or 
water heaters, while leaving other devices, such as lights and 
Small appliances, operating normally. Some Electric provid 
ers offer programs where they can shut-off water heaters and 
air conditioners during peak periods. Such an approach, how 
ever, can be an inconvenience to Some customers, especially 
if the offered financial incentives are small. 
0005 New approaches, such as real-time pricing for 
industrial customers, is another demand reducing technique 
where a financial penalty/reward system is offered to custom 
ers who can shift load to times where the elect provider can 
more easily Supply it. 
0006 If these types of approaches are not effective, the 
electrical service provider may need to add additional power 
generation capacity by building new power plants even 
though the peak demand for power may exceed current capac 
ity by only a small margin. 

SUMMARY 

0007. It should be appreciated that this Summary is pro 
vided to introduce a selection of concepts in a simplified 
form, the concepts being further described below in the 
Detailed Description. This Summary is not intended to iden 
tify key features or essential features of this disclosure, nor is 
it intended to limit the scope of the disclosure. 
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0008. In some embodiments according to the invention, 
reducing peak electrical demand at a single customer location 
of an electrical service provider during at least one time 
interval during a day can be provided by, for example, shifting 
the activation of a first electrical appliance located at the 
single customer location from the at least one time interval 
during a day to a second time interval during which a second 
electrical appliance is not activated for at least part of the 
second time interval, wherein said shifting comprises opera 
tions performed using a programmed computer processor 
circuit. In other embodiments, shifting the activation of the 
first electrical appliance is based on a determination of the 
effects of the simultaneous activation of the first and second 
electrical appliances, and is further based on a determination 
of the effects of the subsequent deactivation of the first and 
second electrical appliances. 
0009. In further embodiments, shifting the activation of 
the first electrical appliance is determined by a demand man 
agement server remote from the single customer location and 
communicatively coupled, via a network, with the single 
customer location. In still other embodiments, a user interface 
to the demand management server is provided at the single 
customer location, and input is provided to the demand man 
agement server via the user interface. The input includes user 
preferences used by the demand management server to cus 
tomize the shifting of the activation of the first electrical 
appliance. In yet other embodiments, the input further 
includes a comfort level specified for the single customer 
location indicating the user's desired level of environmental 
comfort at the single customer location. The specified com 
fort level corresponds to the degree of overlapping activation 
time of the first and second electrical appliances allowed by 
the demand management server (e.g., the higher the comfort 
level specified, the higher a degree of overlapping activation 
time is allowed by the demand management server). 
0010. In other embodiments, shifting the activation of the 

first electrical appliance further includes determining a first 
priority associated with activation of the first electrical appli 
ance; determining a second priority associated with activation 
of the second electrical appliance; and shifting the activation 
of the first electrical appliance based on a comparison of the 
first priority and the second priority, such that the appliance 
with the lowerpriority is not activated until the appliance with 
the higher priority is not active. In some embodiments, the 
first electrical appliance is a water heater. 
0011. Other embodiments according to the invention pro 
vide a method of controlling activation of electrical appli 
ances. The method includes reducing overlapping activation 
time of different electrical appliances located at a single cus 
tomer location of an electrical service provider during at least 
one time interval during a day, wherein said reducing com 
prises operations performed using a programmed computer 
processor circuit. 
0012 Still other embodiments according to the invention 
provide a method of controlling electrical appliances used at 
a customer location, including receiving input indicating 
environmental parameters associated with use of first and 
second electrical appliances at the customer location; assert 
ing a first enable signal, associated with operation of the first 
electrical appliance, during a first time interval to allow the 
first electrical appliance to activate to affect at least one of the 
environmental parameters; de-asserting the first enable signal 
before a start of a second time interval immediately subse 
quent to the first time interval; and asserting a second enable 
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signal, associated with operation of the second electrical 
appliance, during the second time interval to allow the second 
electrical appliance to activate to affect at least another of the 
environmental parameters. The said receiving, asserting a 
first enable signal, de-asserting a first enable signal, and 
asserting a second enable signal steps comprise operations 
performed using a programmed computer processor circuit. 
0013 Embodiments have been described herein primarily 
with respect to methods for reducing peak electrical demand 
at a single customer location of an electrical service provider 
during at least one time interval during a day and/or control 
ling electrical appliances. However, analogous computer sys 
tems and computer program products may also be provided 
according to other embodiments. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0014 FIG. 1 is a block diagram that illustrates embodi 
ments of systems for demand management in some embodi 
ments according to the invention. 
0015 FIG. 2A is a block diagram that illustrates a local 
system processor circuit providing enable signals to an input/ 
output circuit used to enable/disable electrical appliances in 
Some embodiments according to the invention. 
0016 FIG. 2B any is a block diagram that illustrates the 
relay circuits shown in FIG. 2A including a low current relay 
and a power relay in some embodiments according to the 
invention. 
0017 FIG. 3 is a block diagram that illustrates message 

traffic between a local system processor circuit and a remote 
system in response to requests to enable/disable the respec 
tive electrical appliances by coupling/decoupling power 
thereto in Some embodiments according to the invention. 
0.018 FIG. 4 is a table that illustrates state information 
related to the current status and previous status of selected 
electrical appliances in Some embodiments according to the 
invention. 
0019 FIG. 5 is a timeline illustrating enablement/disable 
ment of respective electrical appliances in some embodi 
ments according to the invention. 
0020 FIG. 6 is a flowchart that illustrates operations of 
local and remote systems according to the timeline illustrated 
in FIG. 5 in some embodiments according to the invention. 
0021 FIG. 7 is a timeline that illustrates enablement/dis 
ablement of respective electrical appliances during different 
time intervals in some embodiments according to the inven 
tion. 
0022 FIG. 8 is a flowchart that illustrates operations of 
local and remote systems according to the timeline illustrated 
in FIG. 7 in some embodiments according to the invention. 
0023 FIG. 9 is a timeline that illustrates enablement/dis 
ablement of respective electrical appliances as a function of 
environmental factors in Some embodiments according to the 
invention. 
0024 FIG. 10 is a flowchart that illustrates operations of 
local and remote systems according to the timeline illustrated 
in FIG. 9 in some embodiments according to the invention. 
0025 FIG. 11 is a timeline showing enablement/disable 
ment of respective electrical appliances time-shifted into dif 
ferent time intervals in some embodiments according to the 
invention. 
0026 FIG. 12 is a flowchart that illustrates operations of 
local and remote systems according to the timeline illustrated 
in FIG. 11 in some embodiments according to the invention. 
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(0027 FIG. 13 is a flowchart that illustrates operations of 
local and remote systems responsive to indications that a 
transient electrical appliance has been activated in some 
embodiments according to the invention. 
0028 FIG. 14 is a schematic diagram that illustrates cir 
cuits and methods used for sensing activation/deactivation of 
for example, heat pumpS/air-conditioners in Some embodi 
ments according to the invention. 
0029 FIG. 15 is a schematic diagram that illustrates cir 
cuits and methods used for sensing activation/deactivation of 
for example, water heaters in some embodiments according 
to the invention. 
0030 FIG. 16 is a schematic diagram that illustrates cir 
cuits and methods for sensing activation/deactivation of for 
example, ovens/ranges/dryers in some embodiments accord 
ing to the invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS 
ACCORDING TO THE INVENTION 

0031. The invention now will be described more fully 
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings. 
The invention may, however, be embodied in many different 
forms and should not be construed as limited to the embodi 
ments set forth herein; rather, these embodiments are pro 
vided so that this disclosure will be thorough and complete, 
and will fully convey the scope of the invention to those 
skilled in the art. Like numbers refer to like elements through 
Out. 

0032. The terminology used herein is for the purpose of 
describing particular embodiments only and is not intended to 
be limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular 
forms “a”, “an and “the are intended to include the plural 
forms as well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. 
It will be further understood that the terms “comprises' and/ 
or “comprising, when used in this specification, specify the 
presence of stated features, integers, steps, operations, ele 
ments, and/or components, but do not preclude the presence 
or addition of one or more other features, integers, steps, 
operations, elements, components, and/or groups thereof. 
0033. It will be understood that when an element is 
referred to as being “connected' or “coupled to another 
element, it can be directly connected or coupled to the other 
element or intervening elements may be present. In contrast, 
if an element is referred to as being “directly connected’ or 
“directly coupled to another element, there are no interven 
ing elements present. 
0034. It will be understood that, although the terms first, 
second, etc. may be used herein to describe various elements, 
these elements should not be limited by these terms. These 
terms are only used to distinguish one element from another. 
Thus, a first element could be termed a second element with 
out departing from the teachings of the present invention. 
0035. Unless otherwise defined, all terms (including tech 
nical and Scientific terms) used herein have the same meaning 
as commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to 
which this invention belongs. It will be further understood 
that terms, such as those defined in commonly used dictio 
naries, should be interpreted as having a meaning that is 
consistent with their meaning in the context of the relevant art 
and will not be interpreted in an idealized or overly formal 
sense unless expressly so defined herein. 
0036. As will further be appreciated by one of skill in the 

art, the present invention may be embodied as methods, sys 
tems, and/or computer program products. Accordingly, the 
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present invention may take the form of an entirely hardware 
embodiment, an entirely software embodiment or an embodi 
ment combining software and hardware aspects. Further 
more, the present invention may take the form of a computer 
program product on a computer-usable storage medium hav 
ing computer-usable program code embodied in the medium. 
Any suitable computer readable medium may be utilized 
including hard disks, CD-ROMs, optical storage devices, or 
magnetic storage devices. 
0037. The computer-usable or computer-readable 
medium may be, for example but not limited to, an electronic, 
magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semiconduc 
tor System, apparatus, device, or propagation medium. More 
specific examples (a non-exhaustive list) of the computer 
readable medium would include the following: an electrical 
connection having one or more wires, a portable computer 
diskette, a random access memory (RAM), a read-only 
memory (ROM), an erasable programmable read-only 
memory (EPROM or Flash memory), an optical fiber, and a 
portable compact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM). Note 
that the computer-usable or computer-readable medium 
could even be paper or another Suitable medium upon which 
the program is printed, as the program can be electronically 
captured, via, for instance, optical scanning of the paper or 
other medium, then compiled, interpreted, or otherwise pro 
cessed in a suitable manner, if necessary, and then stored in a 
computer memory. 
0038. The invention is also described using flowchart 
illustrations and block diagrams. It will be understood that 
each block (of the flowcharts and block diagrams), and com 
binations of blocks, can be implemented by computer pro 
gram instructions. These program instructions may be pro 
vided to a processor circuit, such as a microprocessor, 
microcontroller or other processor, Such that the instructions 
which execute on the processor(s) create means for imple 
menting the functions specified in the block or blocks. The 
computer program instructions may be executed by the pro 
cessor(s) to cause a series of operational steps to be performed 
by the processor(s) to produce a computer implemented pro 
cess such that the instructions which execute on the processor 
(s) provide steps for implementing the functions specified in 
the block or blocks. 
0039. Accordingly, the blocks support combinations of 
means for performing the specified functions, combinations 
of steps for performing the specified functions and program 
instruction means for performing the specified functions. It 
will also be understood that each block, and combinations of 
blocks, can be implemented by special purpose hardware 
based systems which perform the specified functions or steps, 
or combinations of special purpose hardware and computer 
instructions. 

0040. It should also be noted that in some alternate imple 
mentations, the functions/acts noted in the blocks may occur 
out of the order noted in the flowcharts. For example, two 
blocks shown in Succession may in fact be executed Substan 
tially concurrently or the blocks may sometimes be executed 
in the reverse order, depending upon the functionality/acts 
involved. 
0041 Computer program code or “code” for carrying out 
operations according to the present invention may be written 
in an object oriented programming language such as JAVAR, 
Smalltalk or C++, JavaScript, Visual Basic, TSQL, Perl, or in 
various other programming languages. Software embodi 
ments of the present invention do not depend on implemen 
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tation with a particular programming language. Portions of 
the code may execute entirely on one or more systems utilized 
by an intermediary server. 
0042. The code may execute entirely on one or more serv 
ers, or it may execute partly on a server and partly on a client 
within a client device or as a proxy server at an intermediate 
point in a communications network. In the latter scenario, the 
client device may be connected to a server over a LAN or a 
WAN (e.g., an intranet), or the connection may be made 
through the Internet (e.g., via an Internet Service Provider). It 
is understood that the present invention is not TCP/IP-specific 
or Internet-specific. The present invention may be embodied 
using various protocols over various types of computer net 
works. 
0043. It is understood that each block of the illustrations, 
and combinations of blocks in the illustrations can be imple 
mented by computer program instructions. These computer 
program instructions may be provided to a processor of a 
general purpose computer, special purpose computer, or other 
programmable data processing apparatus to produce a 
machine, such that the instructions, which execute via the 
processor of the computer or other programmable data pro 
cessing apparatus, create means for implementing the func 
tions specified in the block and/or flowchart block or blocks. 
0044) These computer program instructions may be stored 
in a computer-readable memory that can direct a computer or 
other programmable data processing apparatus to function in 
a particular manner, Such that the instructions stored in the 
computer-readable memory produce an article of manufac 
ture including instruction means which implement the func 
tion specified in the block diagrams and/or flowchart block or 
blocks. 
0045. The computer program instructions may be loaded 
onto a computer or other programmable data processing 
apparatus to cause a series of operational steps to be per 
formed on the computer or other programmable apparatus to 
produce a computer implemented process such that the 
instructions which execute on the computer or other program 
mable apparatus provide steps for implementing the func 
tions specified in the block diagrams and/or flowchart block 
or blocks. 
0046 Embodiments according to the invention can oper 
ate in a logically separated (or physically separated) client 
side? server side-computing environment, sometimes referred 
to hereinafter as a client/server environment. The client/ 
server environment is a computational architecture that 
involves a client process (i.e., a client) requesting service 
from a server process (i.e., a server). In general, the client/ 
server environment maintains a distinction between pro 
cesses, although client and server processes may operate on 
different machines or on the same machine. Accordingly, the 
client and server sides of the client/server environment are 
referred to as being logically separated. 
0047 Usually, when client and server processes operate 
on separate devices, each device can be customized for the 
needs of the respective process. For example, a server process 
can “run on a system having large amounts of memory and 
disk space, whereas the client process often "runs on a 
system having a graphic user interface provided by high-end 
Video cards and large-screen displays. 
0048. A client can be a program, such as a web browser, 
that requests information, Such as web pages, from a server 
under the control of a user. Examples of clients include 
browsers such as Netscape Navigator(R) (America Online, 
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Inc., Dulles, Va.) and Internet Explorer R (Microsoft Corpo 
ration, Redmond, Wash.). Browsers typically provide a 
graphical user interface for retrieving and viewing web pages, 
web portals, applications, and other resources served by Web 
servers. A SOAP client can be used to request web services 
programmatically by a program in lieu of a web browser. 
0049. The applications provided by the service providers 
may execute on a server. The server can be a program that 
responds to the requests from the client. Some examples of 
servers are International Business Machines Corporation's 
family of Lotus Domino(R) servers, the Apache server and 
Microsoft's Internet Information Server(IIS) (Microsoft Cor 
poration, Redmond, Wash.). 
0050. The clients and servers can communicate using a 
standard communications mode, such as Hypertext Transport 
Protocol (HTTP) and SOAP. According to the HTTP request 
response communications model, HTTP requests are sent 
from the client to the server and HTTP responses are sent 
from the server to the client in response to an HTTP request. 
In operation, the server waits for a client to open a connection 
and to request information, such as a Web page. In response, 
the server sends a copy of the requested information to the 
client, closes the connection to the client, and waits for the 
next connection. It will be understood that the server can 
respond to requests from more than one client. 
0051. As appreciated by the present inventor, the systems 
described herein can be utilized according to a time-of-use 
billing system to allow a reduction in demand for electrical 
service at a customer location. In particular, time-of-use bill 
ing systems have been adopted by electrical service providers 
to encourage customers to shift usage of electrical appliances 
to “off peak' times. Off peak usage of electrical appliances 
can be advantageous to electrical service providers as it may 
reduce the need for the electrical service provider to increase 
peak power production by, for example, adding capacity to 
their power generation grid. 
0052. As appreciated by those skilled in the art, electrical 
service providers may not typically store electricity generated 
at one time for use at a later time. Accordingly, one of the 
issues faced by electrical service providers is to provide elec 
trical service that can meet the peak demand requirements of 
the grid that the electrical service provider supplies. 
0053. Therefore, in some embodiments according to the 
invention, the systems, circuits, computer program products, 
and methods described herein can be used to time shift or 
otherwise control different electrical appliances to reduce 
overlapping activation and operating times of those different 
electrical appliances during a time interval, which is moni 
tored by the electrical service provider for billing under the 
time-of-use billing arrangement. More specifically, in a time 
of-use billing arrangement, the electrical service provider 
will measure the maximum amount of power used during 
pre-determined time intervals, such as 15 minute intervals, 
over a specified period for which the customer is billed (e.g., 
a month). 
0054 Therefore, as appreciated by the present inventor, 
significant reductions in demand during these time intervals 
may be achieved by reducing the overlapping activation time 
of different electrical appliances that are located at a single 
customer location. For example, in some embodiments 
according to the invention, two electrical appliances (such as 
two differentheat pumps at a single customer location) can be 
controlled so that the activation of each of the respective heat 
pumps is shifted with respect to one another. Accordingly, 
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time shifting the activation of the different heat pumps can 
reduce the likelihood that both heat pumps are active during 
the same on-peak time intervals, where the electrical service 
provider measures the maximum demand for electrical Ser 
vice for the purposes of billing. 
0055. These approaches may provide both a cost reduction 
for the customeras well as the benefit to the electrical service 
provider by allowing a further reduction in the peak demand 
capacity required for the grid. In particular, the electrical 
service provider may further reduce the peak capacity of their 
power generation as both heat pumps are less likely to be 
activated at the same time (i.e., during peak demand). 
0056. As described hereinbelow in greater detail, reducing 
the overlapping activation time of different electrical appli 
ances at a single customer location can be provided by, for 
example, time shifting the activation of the different electrical 
appliances into different time intervals by manipulating the 
activation of one or more of the electrical appliances to shift 
the operation thereof to a time interval when other electrical 
appliances are disabled. For example, in some embodiments 
according to the invention, two heat pumps can be run simul 
taneously (during off peak hours) to determine the rate at 
which each of the respective heat pumps heats the corre 
sponding living space at the single customer location. The 
rate at which those respective living spaces cool after the heat 
pumps are disabled can also be determined. These rates of 
heating/cooling can be used to determine a time at which one 
of the heat pumps can be prematurely deactivated so that by 
the time the respective living space cools to a point where it 
should be reheated, the other heat pump has heated the other 
living sufficiently and will switch off. Therefore, the two heat 
pumps can operate during two different time intervals (with 
reduced overlapping activation times). 
0057. In still other embodiments according to the inven 
tion, the heat pumps described above can be controlled to be 
active during different time intervals by providing respective 
enablement signals to allow the coupling/decoupling of 
power to the heat pumps. For example, in Some embodiments 
according to the invention, both heat pumps may request 
activation, but only one may be enabled for activation (such as 
the higher priority heat pump) while the other heat pump 
waits until the higher priority heat pump is allowed to heat the 
respective living space adequately. Subsequently, the second 
heat pump can be enabled for activation while the higher 
priority heat pump is disabled. 
0058. In other embodiments according to the invention, 
the systems, methods, and computer program products 
described herein can be provided as part of a distributed 
system including a remote system and a local system (at the 
single customer location). Accordingly, the local system can 
receive requests from the different electrical appliances at the 
single customer location and transmit messages to the remote 
system via a network. The remote system can respond to the 
request messages with response messages either granting or 
denying the requests made by the respective electrical appli 
aCCS, 

0059. The local system can receive the response messages 
and provide enablement signals to an input/output circuit 
which can control the coupling/decoupling of power to the 
respective electrical appliances. For example, in some 
embodiments according to the invention, a thermostat con 
trolling a heat pump may signal the local system that the 
living space to which the heat pump is coupled should be 
heated. The local system can respond by transmitting a mes 
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sage to a remote system which can determine whether the 
request from the heat pump should be fulfilled while reducing 
overlapping activation time of different electrical appliances 
(such as other heat pumps or waterheaters located at the same 
customer location which may be currently on or may later 
request activation). 
0060. If the remote system determines that the request 
from the heat pump should be fulfilled, the remote system can 
transmit a response message to the local system indicating 
that the local system should enable the heat pump for activa 
tion. Upon receiving the response message, the local system 
can assert an enablement signal to an input/output circuit 
associated with the heat pump. The enablement signal can 
control the respective input/output circuit to couple electrical 
power from the electrical service provider to the heat pump. 
Accordingly, the determinations of which electrical appli 
ances should be enabled for activation and which electrical 
appliances should be disabled for activation can be deter 
mined by the remote system. 
0061 FIG. 1 is a block diagram that illustrates local and 
remote systems for reducing overlapping activation times of 
different electrical appliances at a single customer location in 
Some embodiments according to the invention. As shown in 
FIG. 1, a system 100 can include both a local system 115 and 
a remote system 105, which can communicate with one 
another over a network 110. It will be understood that the 
network 110 can be any type of communications network that 
allows messaging between the local system 115 and the 
remote system 105. For example, the network 110 can be the 
Internet, an Intranet, a public Switched telephone network, or 
a wireless communications network. The network 110 can 
also be a combination of these components. 
0062. The remote system 105 can provide a demand man 
agement server which can make determinations of when dif 
ferent electrical appliances located at the single customer 
location should be enabled/disabled to reduce overlapping 
activation times. In particular, the demand management 
server can make the determinations of which electrical appli 
ances are to be enabled/disabled based on, for example, mes 
sages received from the local system 115, that indicate which 
electrical appliances are requesting activation. 
0063. The demand management sever can be controlled by 
a user(such as the customer associated with a single customer 
location) via an interface so that the user can customize the 
controls provided to the demand management server to 
reduce the overlapping activation times. For example, the 
demand management server can allow the user to specify a 
comfort level for the single customer location where a higher 
comfort level allows the demand management server to 
increase overlapping activation times to increase the relative 
comfort of the environment at the single customer location. In 
contrast, a lower comfort setting can indicate that the demand 
management server can be more aggressive by further reduc 
ing the overlapping activation times to make the environment 
relatively less comfortable in the interest of allowing reduc 
tions in the cost of the electrical service provided to the single 
customer location. 

0064. It will be understood that the interface to the demand 
management server can be accessed via a computer 120 asso 
ciated with the single customer location. It will be understood 
that the computer 120 can be any computer whether located at 
the single customer location or remote therefrom. For 
example, the computer 120 can actually be a computer system 
located in a different city than the single customer location so 
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that the user can adjust the settings used by the demand 
management server while the customer is traveling for an 
extended period of time. Alternatively, the computer 120 can 
be located at the single customer location. In still other 
embodiments according to the invention, the computer 120 
can actually be a system which is less capable than a general 
purpose computer system, such as a telephone, or other elec 
tronic device which can still provide an interface to the 
demand management server. 
0065. As further shown in FIG. 1, the computer 120 can 
access the network 110 through a network interface circuit 
125 (such as a router/cable modem) typically provided by a 
broadband service to allow access for the computer 120 to the 
Internet. In other words, in Some embodiments according to 
the invention, the communication between the local system 
115 and the remote system 105 (as well as the computer 120) 
can be provided by a standard broadband connection to the 
Internet. 

0066. As further shown in FIG. 1, the local system 115 
includes a local processor circuit 130 connected to the net 
work interface circuit 125 and an input/output (I/O) circuit 
135. The local processor circuit 130 can operate to receive 
requests from electrical appliances requesting activation. For 
example, the local processor circuit 130 can receive signals 
from thermostats associated with heat pumps, air condition 
ers, etc. that would otherwise activate the respective electrical 
appliances without any further intervention. However, in 
Some embodiments according to the invention, the request 
from the respective electrical appliance is provided to the 
local processor circuit 130. The local processor circuit 130 
can then formulate messages for transmission to the remote 
system 105 via the network 110 indicating that the respective 
electrical appliance is requesting activation. 
0067. If the remote system 105 determines that the 
requesting electrical appliance is to be enabled for activation, 
a response message 105 can be transmitted to the local pro 
cessor circuit 130, whereupon the local processor circuit 130 
can assert an enablement signal to the input/output circuit 135 
to couple electrical power 145 provided by an electrical ser 
vice provider 150 to an electrical appliance 140. 
0068. It will be understood that the electrical service pro 
vider can be an electric utility company which owns and 
operates large scale power generating plants for delivery to 
the power grid to which the single customer location is con 
nected. However, it will be understood that the electrical 
service provider 150 can be any entity that provides electrical 
service to the single customer location and is not necessarily 
limited to those entities that own and operate electrical power 
generation facilities. 
0069. It will be further understood that although the deter 
minations described herein to reduce the overlapping activa 
tion of different electrical appliances located at a single cus 
tomer location are described as being made the demand 
management server at the remote system 105, in some 
embodiments according to the invention, some or part of the 
determinations can be made by the local system 115. For 
example, in some embodiments according to the invention, 
the local system 115 can operate independent of the remote 
system 105 when the local system 115 is unable to commu 
nicate with the remote system 105. For example, during peri 
ods when the network 110 is out of operation, the local system 
115 may operate the electrical appliances 140 based on a 
simple set of rules that are stored locally for access by the 
local processor circuit 130. 
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0070. In some embodiments according to the invention, 
the local processor circuit 130 may access a nonvolatile 
memory system that stores instructions for the local processor 
circuit 130 which, when executed by the local processor 
circuit 130, provide relatively simple control of the electrical 
appliances 140, which may still reduce overlapping activation 
times. For example, the local processor circuit 130 may 
enable the different electrical appliances on a round robin 
basis in different time intervals until the local system 115 is 
able to re-establish communication with the remote system 
105. 

(0071. It will be also understood that the term “electrical 
appliance' as used herein refers to any electrical appliance 
that can demand a substantial amount of electrical power for 
operation. For example, an electrical appliance can include an 
electric heat pump, an electric air conditioner, an electric 
water heater, an electric pump and/or an electrical appliance 
that includes a pump, Such as a pump used to operate a pool or 
spa. These types of electrical appliances are also sometimes 
referred to herein as “switched electrical appliances. 
0072 The electrical appliance can also include a transient 
electrical appliance that demands a Substantial amount of 
electrical power for operation, such as an electric range, an 
electric oven, an electric clothes dryer and/or an electric fan or 
blower, any of which are sometimes referred to herein as 
un-switched electrical appliances. It will be further under 
stood that any combination of these electrical appliances can 
be included at the single customer location and controlled by 
the local system 115. 
0073 FIG. 2A is a block diagram that illustrates a local 
processor circuit 200 coupled to the input/output circuit 135 
and electrical appliances 140 shown in FIG. 1, in some 
embodiments according to the invention. According to FIG. 
2A, the processor circuit 200 receives requests from the 
Switched electrical appliances (such as heat pumps, air con 
ditions, water heaters, etc.) which indicate that the respective 
electrical appliance should be switched on responsive to some 
environmental parameter. For example, the environmental 
parameter can be an indication from a thermostat associated 
with a heat pump signaling that the measured temperature in 
the associated living space has reached a lower limit and, 
therefore, the heat pump should be activated to begin heating 
the living space. In some embodiments according to the 
invention, the processor circuit 200 can be an MC9S12NE64 
microprocessor marketed by FreeScaleR of Austin, Tex., 
which includes onboard memory (such as RAM, ROM, flash, 
etc.), I/O circuits, analog to digital converters, as well as a 
physical and/or wireless connection to an Ethernet network. 
0074 According to FIG. 2A, each of the switched electri 
cal appliances can have an associated request provided to the 
processor circuit 200, where each indicates a request for 
activation from, for example, athermostat associated with the 
respective electrical appliance. It will be understood that 
these Switched request inputs from the electrical appliances 
can be provided to the processor circuit 200 directly or indi 
rectly, including wired or wireless transmission, to an analog 
to digital converter circuit (not shown). Alternatively, the 
analog to digital converter circuit can be included in the 
processor circuit 200 itself. Such as at an input stage of the 
processor circuit 200. 
0075. The processor circuit 200 is also coupled to relays 
(R205, R210, 8215, R220, R225, and R230) via respective 
enablement signals corresponding to each of the requests 
received from the electrical appliances. For example, the 
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processor circuit 200 provides an enablement signal to relay 
R205 that is used to enable/disable the activation of heat 
pump 1. The enablement signal provided to the relay R205 
can cause the contacts of the relay R205 to be configured to 
couple a request (H/P 1 “ON” 137) from thermostat to the 
heat pump. Similarly, each of the remaining relays is also 
provided with a respective enablement signal from the pro 
cessor circuit 200 that is intended to control the respective 
electrical appliance which provided the associated request. 
Accordingly, each of the electrical appliances having a ther 
mostat associated therewith can be activated/deactivated 
responsive to a corresponding relay providing the activation/ 
deactivation signal from the associated thermostat. Accord 
ingly, although not shown explicitly in FIG. 2A, each of the 
relays coupled to the Switched electrical appliances can pro 
vide an associated request from the corresponding thermostat 
controlling the Switched electrical appliance. 
0076. In some alternative embodiments according to the 
invention, the relays R205-230 are provided with electrical 
power 145, which can be coupled/decoupled to the respective 
electrical appliance responsive to the corresponding enable 
ment signal from the processor circuit 200. For example, 
electrical power 145 can be coupled to the heat pump 1 
responsive to an enablement signal to the relay R205 respon 
sive to a request from a thermostat associated with heat pump 
1 provided to the processor circuit 200. It will be understood 
that the enablement signals provided by the processor circuit 
200 can undergo a digital to analog conversion before being 
provided to the respective relays R205-230 so that the pro 
cessor circuit 200 can provide adequate control. 
(0077. Moreover, relays which control relatively high 
power electrical appliances (such as a water heaters), can 
include a low current relay configured to drive a high power 
relay as shown, for example, in FIG. 2B. As shown in FIG. 
2B, the relay 225 configured to couple/decouple power to the 
water heater can include a low current relay 225a that is 
connected in series with a higher power relay 225b, which 
in-turn is configured to couple/decouple power to/from the 
water heater. 
(0078. It will further be understood that the relays R205 
230 can be configured to remain in a closed position in the 
absence of any input from the processor circuit 200. For 
example, if the processor circuit 200 goes off-line, fails, or is 
otherwise unable to communicate with the remote system 105 
so that no determinations can be provided regarding which 
electrical appliances are to be enabled/disabled, the relays 
205-230 can remain in a state that statically couples the power 
145 to each of the electrical appliances. Accordingly, continu 
ous electrical service may be provided to the single customer 
location uninterrupted despite the Suspension of the determi 
nation to reduce overlapping activation times of the different 
electrical appliances. 
(0079. It will further be understood that the relays 205-230 
can refer to two or more relays coupled together to facilitate 
the control of the processor circuit 200 over the switched 
electrical appliances, as shown in FIG. 2B. For example, the 
relays can actually refer to a power relay that is suitable for 
coupling/decoupling of Substantial amounts of current 
to/from the electrical appliance connected to a relatively 
lower power relay that is more suited for operation by the 
processor circuit 200. 
0080. It will further be understood that although each of 
the switched inputs provided to the processor circuit 200 are 
illustrated as being the same, each of the inputs may call for 



US 2011/030711.6 A1 

separate signal conditioning based on, for example, the Volt 
age levels over which the respective signal operates. For 
example, the request from the water heater may operate over 
relatively high voltage levels due to the nature of the switches 
integrated into the hot water heater for the operation thereof. 
Accordingly, the request from the hot water heater may 
undergo conditioning so that the Voltage levels provided to 
the processor circuit 200 are adequate. Furthermore, the 
Switched requests from the electrical appliances may be opti 
cally coupled to the processor circuit 200 to provide adequate 
isolation between the electrical appliance and the processor 
circuit 200. 
0081. The processor circuit 200 also receives inputs from 
transient un-switched electrical appliances, such as an elec 
tric range, an electric oven, an electric dryer, and/oran electric 
blower or fan. The inputs from these un-switched electrical 
appliances can take the form of signals indicating that the 
respective electrical appliance is in operation. For example, 
the processor circuit 200 can receive a signal indicating that 
an electric range has been Switched on, which is provided via 
a current transformer 235. Similarly, each of the other un 
Switched electrical appliances can be associated with a 
respective current transformer 240, 245, and 250, each of 
which provide an indication to the processor circuit 200 that 
the respective un-switched electrical appliance is in opera 
tion. 
0082. The processor circuit 200 can use these indications 
of un-Switched electrical appliance activation as the basis of 
messages to the remote system 105. In accordance, the 
remote system 105 may respond to the message from the 
processor circuit 200 that an un-switched electrical appli 
ances is currently in operation by transmitting a response 
message to the processor circuit 200 indicating that one or 
more of the switched electrical appliances should be disabled. 
0083. It will further be understood that the inputs provided 
from the current transformers 235-250 can undergo signal 
conditioning (such as analog to digital conversion) as 
described above in reference to the requests from the 
Switched electrical appliances. In some embodiments accord 
ing to the invention, the analog to digital conversion for the 
inputs provided by the current transformers may be different 
than the analog to digital conversion provided for the inputs 
from the Switched electrical appliances. 
0084 FIG. 3 is a block diagram that illustrates processing 
of messages by the demand management server/remote sys 
tem 105 and the processor circuit 200 located at the single 
customer location in response to requests from electrical 
appliances in some embodiments according to the invention. 
According to FIG. 3, the processor circuit 200 receives a 
request from a thermostat associated with a heat pump 1 
indicating that an environmental parameter (e.g., tempera 
ture) has reached a lower operating level so that the living 
space should be heated by heat pump 1. 
0085. In some embodiments according to the invention, 
the processor circuit 200 formulates a message request 300 to 
the remote system 105 including a payload that indicates 
which electrical appliance (i.e., heat pump 1) has requested 
activation. It will be understood that the payload of the 
request message 300 can include additional information 
beyond the identity of the electrical appliance requesting 
activation. 
I0086. If the remote system 105 determines that heat pump 
1 should be activated, the response system 105 transmits a 
response message 305 to the processor circuit 200. Upon 
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receipt of the response message 305, the processor circuit 200 
asserts an enablement signal 310 to the relay R205 that 
couples the request from the thermostatto heat pump 1. It will 
be further understood that the remote system 105 can subse 
quently determine that heat pump 1 should be deactivated 
whereupon a response message 305 is sent to the processor 
circuit 200 indicating that the enablement signal 310 should 
be deactivated. In response, the relay R205 is reset so that the 
request from the thermostat is decoupled from the heat pump 
1. In still other embodiments according to the invention, the 
response message 305 that caused the heat pump 1 to be 
activated can also include an indication of when the heat 
pump should be disabled by the processor circuit 200, to 
thereby reduce the need for additional messages. 
I0087. The demand management server can control the 
different electrical appliances based on the nature of the spe 
cific electrical appliance requesting activation as well as gen 
eral rules regarding off-peak and on-peak time intervals. For 
example, the demand management sever can operate so that 
during off peak time intervals, little or no effort can be made 
to reduce overlapping activation times as the demand during 
off-peak hours may not be critical to electrical service pro 
viders and, moreover, is not used to determine maximum 
power usage for time of use billing. 
I0088. During on-peak time intervals, the demand manage 
ment server may operate each of the electrical appliances 
differently during each of the time intervals. For example, 
during on-peak time intervals, the demand management 
server may operate water heaters with a default setting that 
such heaters are only enabled for activation when no other 
electrical appliances are active. In some embodiments 
according to the invention, the demand management server 
can operate so that electric water heaters are enabled for 
activation for only a portion of every time interval, and fur 
ther, can be enabled for activation based on what other elec 
trical appliances are currently enabled. For example, the elec 
tric hot water heater may be assigned a relatively low priority 
so that other electrical appliances will be enabled for activa 
tion before the electric hot water heater. 

I0089. The demand management server/remote system 
105 can operate heat pumps and air conditioners according to 
a prioritization scheme during on-peak intervals so that cer 
tain living spaces known to be used more during the peak time 
intervals have priority over other living areas. For example, 
the living area of a house including the bedrooms may have 
lower priority during peak hours during colder months of the 
year as these rooms are typically not used significantly during 
the peak time intervals. In some embodiments according to 
the invention, the demand management server can control the 
maximum amount of time that heat pumps and air condition 
ers are allowed to run during any time interval. For example, 
the demand management server may limit the maximum run 
time to one-half of a time interval. Furthermore, in some 
embodiments according to the invention, the demand man 
agement server can operate the heat pumps and/or air condi 
tioners so that a minimum time between enablement or acti 
Vations is observed. For example, the demand management 
server may operate heat pumpS/air conditioners so that the 
high priority living space is provided with service more fre 
quently than less important living spaces. In still other 
embodiments according to the invention, the demand man 
agement server may toggle the priority of the living spaces or 
assign the priority in a round-robin type scheduling. 
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0090 Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, the demand manage 
ment server can monitor operations of the electrical appli 
ances to collect performance data. The performance data may 
be used to provide service notices to, for example, the cus 
tomer. For example, the demand management server can 
monitor a heat pump's air handling blower fan's operation 
(on/off time etc.) to notify the customer that air filters may 
need to be changed. In particular, the blower fan can be 
monitored by tapping the corresponding thermostat wire that 
provides an indication to the processor circuit 200 regarding 
the operation of the blower. Accordingly, the processor circuit 
200 can monitor the periodic operation of the blower and 
formulate request messages 300 to the remote system 105 
which indicates the usage of the blower. Such information 
may be used by the remote system to signal when periodic 
maintenance should be provided to the system in which the 
blower is included. 

0091. In still further embodiments according to the inven 
tion, the demand management server can monitor requests 
from particular electrical appliances to determine whether the 
respective electrical appliance is operating as expected. For 
example, the remote system 105 may determine that heat 
pump 1 is experiencing potential problems due to either the 
number of request messages 300 requesting activation of heat 
pump 1 or the duration that the heat pump is running during 
uncontrolled off peak hours is different then expected. The 
remote system 105 may determine that (based, for example, 
on the number of times that heat pump 1 has been cycled to 
date) that heat pump 1 may require service. The remote sys 
tem 105 may also determine that heat pump 1 may require 
service based on the time needed to heat the associated living 
space with reference to an outside temperature. Alternatively, 
the remote system 105 may determine that the heat pump 1 is 
likely experiencing some undiagnosed problem such as a leak 
which may affect the efficiency of heat pump 1. 
0092. In still further embodiments according to the inven 

tion, the demand management server may monitor the time 
elapsed between a request for activation and the time at which 
the request from heat pump 1 is removed. In particular, the 
demand management server may determine historic data 
regarding the performance of heat pump 1. For example, the 
demand management server may collect historic data that 
indicates that heat pump 1 has, on average, taken an approxi 
mate amount of time to heat the associated living space to a 
desired temperature. Over time, the demand management 
server may further determine that the time between the ini 
tiation of a request from heat pump 1 and the removal of the 
request from heat pump 1 has increased (indicating that the 
upper temperature limit associated with the thermostat has 
been reached) thereby indicating that heat pump 1 may be 
experiencing a loss in efficiency due to the increased time 
needed to heat the living space to the desired upper tempera 
ture limit. Although the operations described above reference 
the operation of a heat pump and a blower, it will be under 
stood that similar types of monitoring may be provided for 
other electrical appliances such as air conditioners, hot water 
heaters, pumps, etc. 
0093. In some embodiments according to the invention, 
messages between the local and remote systems can be struc 
tured according to any format that allows the transmission 
thereof over the network(s) described herein. For example, 
the message format can be that of an ICMP message, which is 
described in the RFC 792 specification located on the Internet 
at, e.g., the Internet RFC Index section of the Internet FAQ 
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Archives website (faq.org). The disclosure of RFC 792 is 
hereby incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. Other 
message structures, such as UDP, TCP/IP. IGMP, ARP and 
RARP, can also be used. 
0094. The messages may also be transmitted wirelessly 
using, for example, Short Message Service (SMS) or 
Enhanced Message Service (EMS) formatted messages, Mul 
timedia Message Service (MMS), and/or Smartmessag 
ingTM formatted messages. AS is known to those skilled in 
the art, SMS and EMS messages can be transmitted on digital 
networks, such as GSM networks, allowing relatively small 
text messages (for example, 160 characters in size) to be sent 
and received via the network operator's message center to the 
mobile device 20, or from the Internet, using a so-called SMS 
(or EMS) “gateway' website. Accordingly, if either the local 
or remote system is off-line, the SMS messages (or com 
mands) can be stored by the network, and delivered later 
when the respective system is on-line again. 
0.095 MMS is a messaging system for asynchronous mes 
saging, which is based on the SMS standard, but which 
enables communication of messages containing "rich media” 
content, i.e., content of types that tend to be more data 
intensive than text. MMS is standardized by the WAP Forum 
and the Third-Generation Partnership Project (3GPP) and is 
described in: “WAP MMS, Architecture Overview, WAP 
205, WAP Forum (Approved Version Apr. 25, 2001): “WAP 
MMS, Client Transactions Specification.” WAP-206, WAP 
Forum (Approved Version Jan. 15, 2002): “WAP MMS, 
Encapsulation Specification.” WAP-209, WAP Forum (Ap 
proved Version Jan. 5, 2002): “Requirements', 3GPP speci 
fication 22.140; and Architecture and Functionality. 3GPP 
specification 23.140. 
0096 FIG. 4 is a table that illustrates status information 
that may be maintained by the demand management server 
for use in determining whether enablement of a particular 
appliance should be provided by the processor circuit 200. In 
particular, the demand management server can record which 
of the electrical appliances is currently on and which of the 
electrical appliances was previously on during the current 
time interval. For example, the demand management server 
can monitor request messages from the processor circuit 200 
to determine that heat pump 1 is currently on but has not 
previously been on during the current time interval. Further 
more, messages from the processor circuit 200 can indicate 
that heat pump 1 is not currently on but was previously on 
during the current time interval. Similar data can be recorded 
for the other electrical appliances. 
0097 FIG. 5 is a timeline that illustrates activation of 
electrical appliances located at the single customer location 
So as to reduce overlapping activation times thereof during 
time intervals of the day. According to FIG. 5, heat pump 2 
(H/P 2) is enabled for activation at approximately 1:00 p.m. 
and disabled for activation at about 1:10 p.m. Subsequent to 
the disablement of heat pump 2, heat pump 1 (H/P 1) is 
enabled for activation until about 1:20, whereupon heat pump 
1 is disabled. Subsequent to the disablement of heat pump 1, 
the hot water heater (WH) is enabled for activation through 
approximately 1:50 p.m. Therefore, as shown in FIG. 5, the 
electrical appliances HP1, HP2, and WH are enabled for 
activation during different time intervals so as to reduce the 
overlapping activation time thereof. 
0098. It will be understood that the time interval as defined 
in FIG. 5 includes any time interval for which one of the 
electrical appliances is enabled for activation. For example, 



US 2011/030711.6 A1 

the time interval for H/P2 is the time between 1:00 p.m. and 
1:10 p.m., whereas the time interval for H/P1 is about 1:10 
p.m. to about 1:20 p.m. Accordingly, none of the electrical 
appliances is activated during overlapping time intervals, 
which may allow a reduction in the demand associated with 
the single customer location serviced by the electrical service 
provider. 
0099 FIG. 6 is a flowchart that illustrates operations of 
local and remote systems according to the timeline illustrated 
in FIG. 5 in some embodiments according to the invention. 
Referring to FIGS. 3-6, a request from an electrical appliance 
(EA) is received at the processor circuit 200, whereupon the 
processor circuit 200 transmits a request message 300 to the 
demand management server (block 605). The demand man 
agement server accesses the table shown in FIG. 4 to deter 
mine if any of the appliances are currently enabled at the 
single customer location (block 607). If no electrical appli 
ances are currently enabled for activation at the single cus 
tomer location (block 607), the remote system 105 transmits 
a response message 305 indicating that the processor circuit 
200 is to enable the requesting electrical appliance for acti 
vation by asserting the enablement signal 310 (block 615), 
and then returns to a state awaiting a new request from an 
electrical appliance. 
0100 If, however, at least one of the other electrical appli 
ances at the single customer location is currently enabled for 
activation at the single customer location (block 607), the 
demand management server determines if the requesting 
electrical appliance has a greater priority than the electrical 
appliance that is currently enabled for activation (block 610). 
If the requesting electrical appliance has a lower priority than 
the currently enabled electrical appliance (block 610), the 
demand management server waits for the currently enabled 
electrical appliance to report an off status before sending a 
response message 305 indicating that the requesting electrical 
appliance is to be enabled by the processor circuit 200 (block 
625), whereupon the demand management server returns to a 
state awaiting a new request. 
0101) If, however, the requesting electrical appliance does 
have a higher priority than the currently enabled electrical 
appliance (block 610), the remote system 105 transmits a 
response message 305 indicating that the currently enabled 
electrical appliance is to be disabled by the processor circuit 
200. Furthermore, the remote system 105 transmits a 
response message 305 indicating that the processor circuit 
200 is to enable the requesting electrical appliance having the 
higher priority (block 620), whereupon the demand manage 
ment server returns to a state awaiting a new request. 
0102. It will be understood that although the demand man 
agement server is described above as sending separate 
response messages 305 indicating first an off for the currently 
enabled electrical appliance and a second message indicating 
enablement of the higher priority requesting electrical appli 
ance, both commands may be included in a single response 
message in Some embodiments according to the invention. 
(0103 FIG. 7 is a timeline that illustrates enablement for 
activation of electrical appliances during different time inter 
vals defined by the electrical service provider in some 
embodiments according to the invention. According to FIG. 
7, electrical appliance H/P2 is enabled for activation at a time 
interval beginning at 1:00 p.m. At some time during the first 
time interval beginning at 1:00 p.m., the electrical appliance 
H/P2 is deactivated after reaching an upper operational limit 
(e.g. upper temperature setting of a thermostat). 
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0104. As shown in FIG. 7, during the latter part of the first 
time interval after the deactivation of electrical appliance H/P 
2, no other electrical appliances are enabled for activation 
during that time interval. At the start of the second time 
interval at about 1:15 p.m., electrical appliance H/P 1 is 
enabled for activation. Subsequently, during the same time 
interval beginning at 1:15 p.m., the electrical appliance H/P1 
is deactivated. During a later portion of the second time 
interval, no other electrical appliance is activated for the 
remainder of that time interval. As further shown in FIG. 7, 
the electrical appliance WH is enabled for activation during 
the third time interval at around 1:30 p.m., and later deacti 
vated during the same time interval. No electrical appliance is 
activated during the third time interval after the deactivation 
of the electrical appliance WH. During a fourth time interval 
beginning at around 1:45 p.m., the electrical appliance WH is 
again enabled for activation during the Subsequent time inter 
val, and is deactivated during the same fourth time interval 
prior to the end thereof. Accordingly, as shown in FIG. 7, the 
activation of the different electrical appliances can be con 
trolled so that only one electrical appliance is on during a 
single time interval. 
0105. Although the time interval described in reference to 
FIG. 7 is defined as 15 minutes, the time interval can be 
defined by the electrical service provider to be any predeter 
mined time. Moreover, the time interval is defined by the 
electrical service provider to coincide with the periods during 
which the electrical service provider measures the maximum 
amount of power used for the purposes of billing under the 
time-of-use billing system described herein. Accordingly, the 
operations shown in FIG. 7 can allow the reduction of over 
lapping activation times of the different electrical appliances 
by Synchronizing the activation times to the predetermined 
time intervals defined by the electrical service provider. 
0106 FIG. 8 is a flowchart that illustrates operations of the 
systems described herein in accordance with the timeline 
shown in FIG. 7 in some embodiments according to the inven 
tion. According to FIG. 8, a request for activation is received 
from an electrical appliance and the processor circuit 200 
forwards a request message 300 to the remote system 105 
(block 805). The demand management server determines if 
any electrical appliance is currently enabled for activation at 
the single customer location (block 807). If the demand man 
agement server determines that no other electrical appliance 
is currently enabled for activation (block 807), the demand 
management server further determines whether the start of a 
predetermined time interval defined by the electrical service 
provider has been reached (block 810). If the demand man 
agement server determines that the start of the time interval 
has not been reached (block 810), the demand management 
server withholds the transmission of response messages until 
the start of the next time interval. 

0107 If however, the demand management server deter 
mines that the next time interval has started (block 810), the 
demand management server sends a response message 305 
indicating that the requesting electrical appliance is to be 
enabled for activation through the processor circuit 200 asser 
tion of the enablement signal 310 (block 815). The demand 
management server further updates the state table shown in 
0.108 FIG. 4 indicating that the requesting electrical appli 
ance has been enabled for activation at the single customer 
location (block 820), and returns to a state awaiting another 
request. 
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0109) If, however, the demand management server deter 
mines that another electrical appliance is currently enabled 
for activation at the single customer location (block 807), the 
demand management server withholds a response message 
305 indicating that the requesting electrical appliance is to be 
enabled (block 825). It will be understood that, in some 
embodiments according to the invention, a response message 
305 may be sent, however, the response message 305 may 
simply be an indication that the request was received while 
not indicating that the requesting electrical appliance is to be 
enabled. If the demand management server determines that 
the start of the next time interval has begun (block 830), a 
response message 305 is transmitted to the processor circuit 
200 indicating that the requesting electrical appliance is to be 
enabled for activation. 
0110. Furthermore, the demand management server trans 
mits a message indicating that the currently on electrical 
appliance is to be disabled (block 835). The demand manage 
ment server further updates the state table shown in FIG. 4 to 
indicate that the currently on electrical appliance has now 
been disabled and that the requesting electrical appliance has 
been enabled for activation (block 840). The demand man 
agement server then returns to a state awaiting another 
request for activation. 
0111 FIG. 9 is a timeline that illustrates variation in the 
enablement for activation of electrical appliances in different 
time intervals and within the same time interval including 
overlapping times in response to variations in outside tem 
perature in some embodiments according to the invention. 
According to FIG. 9, when the temperature outside is rela 
tively mild (i.e. 55 degrees), an electrical appliance (such as 
heat pumps and hot water heaters) can operate as described 
above in reference to FIGS. 7 and 8 where different electrical 
appliances are enabled for activation during different time 
intervals to reduce overlapping activation times. 
0112 However, as further shown in FIG. 9, as the outside 
temperature begins to drop, it may be more difficult to main 
tain a suitable comfort level inside the single customer loca 
tion so that some of the electrical appliances may be enabled 
for activation during a later portion of the same time interval 
in which another electrical appliance was enabled. For 
example, as shown in FIG. 9, when the outside temperature 
decreases to 45 degrees, the second heat pump (2) may be 
enabled for activation during the first time interval when the 
first heat pump is also enabled. Although the first and second 
heat pumps can be enabled during the same time interval, the 
demand management server may enable the different heat 
pumps so as to reduce the overlapping activation times by 
advancing the activation time of the second heat pump from 
the beginning of the second time interval. In other words, the 
demand management server can advance the time at which 
the second heat pump would otherwise be enabled into the 
first time interval, but also avoid concurrent activation of the 
second heat pump with the first heat pump. 
0113. As further shown in FIG. 9, when the outside tem 
perature is further reduced to 35 degrees, the second heat 
pump may be activated within the first time interval immedi 
ately adjacent to the time at which the first heat pump is 
disabled. Again, the activation of the second heat pump can be 
advanced from the start of the second time interval (where the 
second heat pump would otherwise be enabled) to maintain 
the comfort level at the single customer location. 
0114. When the outside temperature drops to 25 degrees, 
the first and second heat pumps may operate concurrently 

Dec. 15, 2011 

during the first time interval, but may still have reduced over 
lapping activation times as the first heat pump may operate 
from the start of the first time interval, whereas the second 
heat pump may activate during the later portion of the first 
time intervalso as to still reduce the overlapping activation 
time despite the need to increased heating due to the lower 
outside temperature. 
0115 FIG.9 also shows the periodic enablement for acti 
vation of the hot water heater during the third and fourth time 
intervals between 4:30 pm and 5:00 pm as well as the first 
interval after 5pm. Accordingly, the time shifting of the 
enablement for activation of the hot water heater allows for a 
reduction in the overlapping activation time with either the 
first or second heat pumps. In other words, the demand man 
agement server may still reduce overlapping activation time 
of the hot water heater by recognizing the increased need for 
the heat pumps to possibly run concurrently and, therefore, 
time-shift the operation of the hot water heater to other time 
intervals. 
0116 FIG. 10 is a flow chart that illustrates operations of 
the systems described herein in accordance with the timeline 
shown in FIG.9 in some embodiments according to the inven 
tion. According to FIG. 10, an electrical appliance provides a 
request to the processor circuit 200 for activation, which 
forwards a request message 300 to the remote system 105 
(Block 1005). The demand management server determines if 
any other electrical appliances are currently enabled for acti 
vation (Block 1010). If no other electrical appliances are 
enabled for activation (Block 1010) the demand management 
server determines whether the start of a time interval has 
begun (Block 1015). If the demand management server deter 
mines that a time interval has begun (Block 1015), the remote 
system 105 sends a response message 305 indicating that the 
requesting electrical appliance should be enabled by the pro 
cessor circuit 200 (Block 1030). The remote system 105 then 
updates the status table shown in FIG. 4 to reflect that the 
requesting electrical appliance has been activated during the 
current time interval (Block 1035), and returns to a state 
awaiting the receipt of another request for activation. 
0.117) If, however, the demand management server deter 
mines that a new time interval has not begun (Block 1015), the 
demand management server determines whether other elec 
trical appliances were previously enabled for activation in the 
current time interval (Block 1020). If other electrical appli 
ances were not enabled for activation during the current time 
interval, the remote system 105 sends a response message 305 
to the processor circuit 200 indicating that the requesting 
electrical appliance should be enabled for activation (Block 
1030), and then proceeds according to Blocks 1030 and 1035. 
0118) If, however, the demand management server deter 
mines that other electrical appliances were previously 
enabled during the current time interval (Block 1020), the 
demand management server waits for the start of the next time 
interval before sending a response message 305 indicating to 
the processor circuit 200 that the electrical appliance request 
ing activation be enabled (Block 1025). The demand manage 
ment server then updates the status table shown in FIG. 4 to 
reflect that the requesting electrical appliance is now enabled 
for activation during the current time interval, and returns to 
a state awaiting the next request for activation (Block 1065). 
0119) Alternatively, upon determining that other electrical 
appliances have previously been enabled for activation in the 
current time interval (Block 1020), the remote system 105 can 
send a response message 305 to the processor circuit 200 
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indicating that the enablement for activation of the requesting 
appliance should be advanced into the current time interval, 
and should not be withheld until the start of the next time 
interval when, for example, the comfort settings or current 
weather associated with the single customer residence meet 
the profile associated with increased activation indicating that 
additional activations may be required. Such as when the 
outside temperature is particularly low (Block 1052). The 
remote system 105 then updates the information included in 
the status table shown in FIG. 4 (Block 1060), and returns to 
a state of waiting for the next request for activation. 
0120) If, however, the demand management server deter 
mines that other electrical appliances are currently enabled 
for activation in the current time interval (Block 1010) the 
demand management server sends a response message 305 
activating a second electrical appliance if the comfort set 
tings, or temperature, etc. fit the profile associated with 
increased activation (Block 1040), such as when the external 
temperature is such that additional heating may be required. 
If, however, the demand management server determines that 
the current conditions do not warrant additional activation, 
the demand management server does not send a response 
message 305 activating the requesting electrical appliance 
until the start of the next time interval (Block 1045). 
0121 The demand management server can also send a 
response message 305 indicating that the processor circuit 
200 should disable the currently activated electrical appliance 
and indicating that the requesting electrical appliance should 
be enabled for activation (Block 1050). The demand manage 
ment server then updates the information in the status table 
shown in FIG. 4, and returns to a state of waiting a next 
request for activation. 
0122 FIG. 11 is a timeline illustrating time shifting the 
activation of different electrical appliances into different time 
intervals during the day to reduce overlapping activation 
times in Some embodiments according to the invention. In 
particular, FIG. 11 shows active and inactive time intervals 
for two respective heat pumps H/P1 and H/P2. During an 
initial phase (i.e., off-peak), H/P1 and H/P2 can both operate 
concurrently so that both heat pumps heat the respective 
living spaces simultaneously. During this off-peak interval, 
heating and cooling rates can be determined for the heat 
pump, which is to be time shifted relative to the other. For 
example, in FIG. 11 heat pump 2 is time-shifted relative to the 
operation of heat pump 1. 
0123. Both heat pump 1 and heat pump 2 operate by start 
ing from an initial level in heating the respective living space 
to respective operational limits. Once the operational limit of 
heat pump is reached, the respective heat pump is inactivated 
through the operation of the thermostat. Accordingly, the 
off-peak interval can be used to determine respective heating 
and cooling rates for each of the heat pumps operating to heat 
the respective living space. 
0.124. As further shown in FIG. 11, heat pump 2 can be 
time shifted to operate out of phase with respect to heat pump 
1 by determining a deactivation time t3 for heat pump 2 to 
provide an initial time shift interval, after which heat pump 2 
will be allowed to be activated while heat pump 1 is concur 
rently deactivated. In particular, the deactivation time t3 can 
be determined by estimating the amount of time needed for 
the respective living space heated by heat pump 2 to cool to 
the initial level at about the time that heat pump 1 is projected 
to reach the operational limit and become inactive. For 
example, if the projected time at which heat pump 1 is pro 
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jected to become inactive is t3, the initial time shift interval 
can be provided by deactivating heat pump 2 in advance of the 
projected deactivation time for heat pump 1 based on the 
estimated rate of cooling of the living space associated with 
heat pump 2 upon reaching a temperature A. 
0.125. Once the temperature of the living space heated by 
HP2 reaches temperature A, the heat pump 2 can be deacti 
vated so that the living space starts to cool at a rate that is 
estimated during the off-peak interval. During the same time, 
heat pump 1 continues to heat the respective living space until 
reaching the projected time at which heat pump 2 will become 
inactive. At about the same time, the living space associated 
with heat pump 2 should have returned to the initial level after 
cooling in response to the deactivation of heat pump 2 during 
the initial time shift interval at time t3. Once heat pump 2 is 
reactivated and heat pump 1 is deactivated at time tA, both 
heat pump 1 and heat pump 2 can operate out of phase with 
each other. 
I0126. Moreover, the operation of heat pump 1 and heat 
pump 2 can occur without the imposition of control signals by 
the processor circuit 200. In other words, once the operation 
of the heat pump 1 and heat pump 2 are time shifted with 
respect to one another, the operation of the respective heat 
pumps may be allowed to continue uninterrupted while still 
remaining out of phase with one another. This out of phase 
operation can allow a reduction in overlapping activation time 
of heat pumps at the single customer location to provide a 
reduction and a maximum amount of power monitored by the 
electrical service provided in a time of use billing arrange 
ment thereby leading to both a reduction in the peak power 
that need be generated by the electrical service provider as 
well as a reduction in the demand at the single customer 
location. 
I0127 FIG. 12 is a flow chart that illustrates operations of 
heat pump 1 and heat pump 2 according to the timeline shown 
in FIG. 11 in some embodiments according to the invention. 
According to FIG. 12, a determination is made during off 
peak operation of the rate of cooling and/or heating associ 
ated with the respective heat pump HP1/HP2 (Block 1205). A 
determination is then made of deactivation time for HIP 2 
when H/P 1 is also active to provide an initial time shift 
interval (Block 1210). 
I0128. Heat pump 2 is disabled at the determined deactiva 
tion time while heat pump 1 continues activation (Block 
1215). Heat pump 1 is allowed to remain active while HP2 
remains inactive during the initial time shift interval (Block 
1220). HP1 is allowed to become inactive during the subse 
quent time interval that projected time (Block 1225) and HP2 
allowed to become active during the same time interval when 
HP1 is inactive (Block 1230). 
I0129 FIG. 13 is a flow chart that illustrates operations of 
local and remote systems in response to receipt of indications 
that transient electrical appliances are active in some embodi 
ments according to the invention. It will be understood that 
these operations can be utilized in conjunction with any of the 
embodiments described herein to provide support for the 
handling of the operation of transient electrical appliances. 
According to FIG. 13, an indication is received at the proces 
Sor circuit 200 that a transient electrical appliance (such as an 
electric range, an electric oven, electric clothes dryer, or the 
like) has become active (Block 1305). In response, the pro 
cessor circuit 200 transmits a request message 300 to the 
demand management server indicating that the transient elec 
trical appliance has been activated. 
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0130. In response, the demand management server deter 
mines if any other electrical appliance is currently enabled for 
activation at the single customer location. If any other elec 
trical appliances are currently enabled for activation, the 
demand management server transmits a response message 
305 indicating that all switched electrical appliances that are 
currently active should be disabled by de-asserting the 
enablement signal 310 thereto (Block 1310). The processor 
circuit 200 continues to monitor the indication from the tran 
sient electrical appliances and can periodically transmit cor 
responding request messages 300 to the demand management 
server indicating the same. 
0131 Once the transient electrical appliances switches 

off. Such as after reaching its preheat temperature or the 
temperature at which it will begin to cycle Subsequently, 
(Block 1315) the processor circuit 200 transmits a request 
message 300 to the demand management server indicating 
that the transient electrical appliance has switched off. 
Accordingly, the remote system 105then transmits a response 
message 305 indicating that the previously disabled electrical 
appliances can be re-enabled through assertion of the enable 
ment signal 310 (Block 320). 
0132 FIG. 14 is a schematic diagram that illustrates meth 
ods, circuits, and systems for sensing operations of electrical 
appliances in some embodiments according to the invention. 
According to FIG. 14, a thermostat 1405 is configured to 
operate an electrical appliance 1400 (Such as a heat pump or 
air-conditioner) in conjunction with in an air handler or 
blower 1410. Opto-couplers 1415, 1420, and 1425 are elec 
trically coupled to the thermostat 1405, electrical appliance 
1400, and the air handler 1410 for sensing the operations 
thereof and reporting to the processor circuit. 
0133. As further shown in FIG. 14, the electrical appliance 
1400 provides 24 Volt AC signal and a common reference 
voltage to the thermostat 1405 at terminals R and C respec 
tively. It will be understood that the thermostat 1405 can use 
the common reference voltage and 24 Volt AC signal for 
operational power. Furthermore, the thermostat 1405 can pro 
vide 24 V AC power to the air handler 1410 (via terminal G) 
for operation in conjunction with the electrical appliance 
1400. For example, the thermostat 1405 can enable the elec 
trical appliance 1400 along with the air handler 1410 so that 
heated or conditioned air provided by the electrical appliance 
1400 can be circulated throughout the living space by the air 
handler 1410. 

0134. The thermostat 1405 can also provide requests to the 
relays R1 and the R2 which, in-turn, can provide for the 
activation/deactivation of the electrical appliance 1400 in 
response to respective enablement signals provided by the 
processor circuit as described above. For example, the ther 
mostat 1405 can provide a Request for Heat/Air Conditioning 
1430 to R2, which can be coupled to the electrical appliance 
1400 in response to an enablement signal from the processor 
circuit (not shown). 
0135) In operation, the opto-couplers 1415, 1420, and 
1425 are each configured to sense different operations pro 
vided by the structure shown in FIG. 14. In particular, when 
the Request for Heating/Air Conditioning 1430 is provided 
by the thermostat 1405, the voltage is provided the relay R2 
and to one of the terminals of the opto-coupler 1420. There 
fore, the terminals of the opto-coupler 1420 are biased by the 
Request for Heat/Air Conditioning 1430 and the common 
reference voltage provided by the electrical appliance 1400. 
In response, the opto-coupler 1420 can provide an indication 
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to the processor circuit that the thermostat 1405 is requesting 
heating or cooling from the electrical appliance 1400. 
0.136 The opto-couplers 1415 is configured to sense, a 
voltage difference across the Request for Emergency Heat/ 
Air Conditioning provided by the thermostat 1405 and the 
common reference Voltage. Accordingly, when the thermo 
stat 1405 provides the Request for Emergency Heating/Air 
Conditioning, the opto-coupler output indicates to the pro 
cessor circuit that the thermostat 1405 is requesting Emer 
gency Heating/Air Conditioning. 
I0137 Still referring to FIG. 14, the opto-coupler 1425 can 
sense the activation of the air handler 1410 in response to the 
voltage provided thereto by the thermostat 1405. Accord 
ingly, when the thermostat 1405 enables the air handler 1410, 
the terminals of the opto-coupler 1425 are biased across the 
24 V AC signal (provided to the air handler 1410) and the 
common reference voltage (provided by the heat pump 1400). 
In response, the processor circuit can received the output of 
the opto-coupler 1425 to indicate operation of the air handler 
1410. 

0.138 FIG. 15 is a schematic diagram that illustrates meth 
ods, circuits, and systems used to sense the operations of 
water heaters in Some embodiments according to the inven 
tion. According to FIG. 15, a water heater 1500 can be 
coupled to a pair of 120 V AC lines via a relay 1535. Specifi 
cally, the water heater 1500 includes aheating element used to 
heat water stored in a tank, according to a water heater ther 
mostat setting. 
I0139. The relay 1535 is coupled to an enablement signal 
provided by the processor circuit as described above. In nor 
mal operation, the enablement signal is disabled so that the 
relay 1535 couples one of the 120 V AC lines from a circuit 
breaker 1530 to a terminal of the heating coil. Accordingly, 
when the relay 1535 is in this configuration, the water heater 
1500 can heat water to a temperature setting indicated by the 
thermostat. However, when the enablement signal from the 
processor circuit is enabled, the relay 1535 decouples the 
terminal of the heating coil from the 120 V AC line provided 
via the relay 1535. Accordingly, in this configuration, the 
water heater 1500 is notable to heat water as the second 120 
V AC line is decoupled from the heating coil. 
0140. When the relay 1535 decouples the 120 V AC line 
from the heating coil, the terminal of the heating coil is 
instead coupled to a first terminal of an opto-coupler 1525. A 
second terminal of the opto-coupler 1525 is connected to a 
reference Voltage so that the terminals of the opto-coupler 
1525 can be biased to indicate to the processor circuit whether 
the water heater 1500 is requesting heat. In particular, when 
the water heater thermostatis closed, the water heater 1500 is 
requesting water to the heated. Accordingly, the 120 V AC 
line coupled directly to one of the terminals of the thermostat 
can be sensed at the terminal of the opto-coupler 1525. 
Accordingly, the output of the opto-coupler 1525 provided to 
the processor circuit can indicate that the water heater 1500 is 
requesting heating. Furthermore, when the thermostat is 
open, the 120 V AC signal provided at the other terminal the 
thermostat is not provided to the first terminal of the opto 
coupler 1525, thereby indicating to the processor circuit that 
the water heater 1500 is not requesting heating. 
0141 FIG.16 is a schematic diagram that illustrates meth 
ods, circuits, and systems for sensing the operation of elec 
trical appliances in some embodiments according to the 
invention. According to FIG. 16, an electrical appliance 1600 
can be, for example, an electric oven, electric range top, 
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electric dryer, or another type of electrical appliance, which 
may be unswitched. The electrical appliance 1600 is provided 
with power via first and second 120 V AC lines and a refer 
ence or neutral line from a circuit breaker panel 1630. A 
current transformer 1650 may be placed in close proximity to 
the circuit breaker panel 1630 and positioned to sense current 
flow in one of the 120 V AC lines. 
0142. Accordingly, when the electrical appliance 1600 is 
in operation, the current transformer 1650 can provide a volt 
age across terminals of a ranging and conditioning circuit 
1655, which can provide an output to an analog to digital 
converter circuit and Subsequently to the processor circuit to 
indicate operation of the electrical appliance 1600. It will be 
understood that the ranging and conditioning circuit 1655 can 
operate to change the nature of the Voltage signals (e.g., from 
AC to DC), as well as scale the voltage levels to the appro 
priate thresholds for the processor circuit, the analog to digital 
converter circuit, or other circuit which interfaces to the rang 
ing and conditioning circuit 1655. 
0143 Operation of the ranging and conditioning circuit 
1655 can vary based on which type of electrical appliance 
1600 is being monitored. For example, if the electrical appli 
ance 1600 is an electric range top, the ranging and condition 
ing circuit 1655 may indicate different levels of operation of 
the electric range top 1600 which may be output as different 
Voltage levels indicating different degrees of operation. For 
example, a first value provided by the ranging and condition 
ing circuit 1655 can indicate that only a single burner of the 
electric range top is activated. In other embodiments accord 
ing to the invention, other digital outputs can indicate that 2, 
3, or more burners of the electric range top are activated. 
Accordingly, the processor circuit can determine whether to 
enable/disable other electrical appliances based on the sensed 
operation of the electric range top. 
0144. In still further embodiments according to the inven 

tion, if the electrical appliance 1600 is an electric dryer, a 
relay can be electrically coupled to the dryer's heating ele 
ment so that the processor circuit can take partial control of 
the electric dryer if desired. For example, if the processor 
circuit determines that the demand should be reduced, one 
option would be to temporarily disable or, alternatively, duty 
cycle the dryer's heating element to reduce peak demand 
0145 As described above, significant reductions in 
demand during these time intervals may be achieved by 
reducing the overlapping activation time of different electri 
cal appliances that are located at a single customer location. 
For example, in some embodiments according to the inven 
tion, two electrical appliances (such as two different heat 
pumps at a single customer location) can be controlled so that 
the activation of each of the respective heat pumps is shifted 
with respect to one another. Accordingly, time shifting the 
activation of the different heat pumps can reduce the likeli 
hood that both heat pumps are active during the same on-peak 
time intervals, where the electrical service provider measures 
the maximum demand for electrical service for the purposes 
of billing. 
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0146 These approaches may provide both a cost reduction 
for the customeras well as the benefit to the electrical service 
provider by allowing a further reduction in the peak demand 
capacity required for the grid. In particular, the electrical 
service provider may further reduce the peak capacity of their 
power generation as both heat pumps are less likely to be 
activated at the same time (during peak demand). 
0147 Many alterations and modifications may be made by 
those having ordinary skill in the art, given the benefit of 
present disclosure, without departing from the spirit and 
scope of the invention. Therefore, it must be understood that 
the illustrated embodiments have been set forth only for the 
purposes of example, and that it should not be taken as lim 
iting the invention as defined by the following claims. The 
following claims are, therefore, to be read to include not only 
the combination of elements which are literally set forth but 
all equivalent elements for performing Substantially the same 
function in Substantially the same way to obtain Substantially 
the same result. The claims are thus to be understood to 
include what is specifically illustrated and described above, 
what is conceptually equivalent, and also what incorporates 
the essential idea of the invention. 

What is claimed: 
1. A method of controlling activation of electrical appli 

ances, the method comprising: 
reducing overlapping activation time of different electrical 

appliances located at a single customer location of an 
electrical service provider during at least one time inter 
Val during a day; 

wherein said reducing comprises operations performed 
using a programmed computer processor circuit. 

2. A method of controlling electrical appliances used at a 
customer location, the method comprising: 

receiving input indicating environmental parameters asso 
ciated with use of first and second electrical appliances 
at the customer location; 

asserting a first enable signal, associated with operation of 
the first electrical appliance, during a first time interval 
to allow the first electrical appliance to activate to affect 
at least one of the environmental parameters; 

de-asserting the first enable signal before a start of a second 
time interval immediately subsequent to the first time 
interval; and 

asserting a second enable signal, associated with operation 
of the second electrical appliance, during the second 
time interval to allow the second electrical appliance to 
activate to affect at least another of the environmental 
parameters; 

wherein said receiving, asserting a first enable signal, de 
asserting a first enable signal, and asserting a second 
enable signal comprise operations performed using a 
programmed computer processor circuit. 
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