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PATENT OFFICE.

FRANK J. SCHALOW, OF BROCELYN, NEW YOREK.

GARTER WEAR.

Application filed October 18, 1825. Serial No. 61,893.

This invention relates to garter wear and
particularly apparel of this class designed
for use by women and comprising -a combi-
nation garter and anklet, joined by one or
more strap members and which are mount-
ed upon or extend around the leg of the
wearer; and the object of the invention is
to provide apparel of the class specified,
whicli is ornamental in use and in addi-
tion to the ornamental features is designed
to give predetermined shape and contour
to the legs of the wearer and further to
offset irregularities by the arrangement of
a strap member or strap members thereon;
and still further, to the bracing of the leg;
and with these and other objects in view,
the invention consists in a device of the class
and for the purpose specified awhich is sim-
ple” in construction, efficient in use and
which is constructed as hereinatter described
and elaimed.

The invention is fully disclosed in the
following specification, of which the accom-
panying drawing forms a part, in which
the gepuarate parts of my improvement arve
designated by suitable veference characters
in each of the views, and in which :—

Tig. 1 is a perspective view of one form
of my improved device .detached.

Tig. 2 is a detail view of one part of the
device shown in Fig. 1 in extended posi-
tion.

Tig. 8 is a plan view of two different
lengths of strap members which I may em-
ploy.

Tig. 4 is a detail plan view of
fied form of strap member.

Tig. 5 is a perspective view of a medi-
fied form of garter or anklet which I em-
ploy.

Tig. 5* is a detail view of a modified form
of strap member; and, '

Figs. 6 to 10 inclusive are diagrammatic
views, illustrating several methods of using
the device on the body of the wearer.

In Fig. 1 of the drawing, I have shows
one form of my improved garter apparel,
which comprises a garter proper 1l, and
anllet 12, both of which parts are in the
form of elastic straps or bands, cne of
which, the band 11, is shown in ¥'ig. 2 of
the drawing and is provided at its end por-
tions with male and female fastening de-
vices 18 and 14 for coupling the end por-
tions together to form a garter and anklet,

a modi-

and each of these devices is provided on

its inner face with a plurality of spaced at--

taching devices 15, three of which ave pref-
erably employed to permit of the attach-
ment of bands or strap members 16 there-
with, and two of these bands or strap mem-
bers are shown in Fig. 1 of the drawing.
The bands or strap members 16 may also
be composed of elastic material and are pro-
vided at their end portions with attaching
devices 17 for engagement with the attach-
ing devices 15 on the garter and anklet 11
and 12. In Fig. 3 of the drawing, one of
the strap members 16 is shown, and at 16
I have shown a longer strap member which
is uwsed in winding or spiraling the same
around the leg of the svearer as later de-
scribed. In Kig. 4 of the drawing I have
shown a modified form of strap member 18
in which one end portion of the strap mem-
ber is provided with diverging branches 19
for attachment with two of the attaching
devices 15, either on the garter 11 or anklet
12 and the ends of the branches 19 are pro-
vided with attaching devices 20, and the

other end of the strap member provided

with another attaching device 21.

In Tig. 5 of the drawing, I have shown
a modified form of garter or anklet where-
in a band 22 of non-elastic material is cm-
ployed and is adjusted to suit the leg of
the wearer by means of a buckle 23, the
strap member 22 being also provided with
attaching devices 24 eimilar to the devices
15. It will be understood that the garter
11 is of greater circumferential dimensgions
than the anklet -12 and the strap member
22 may be made in different sizes to com-
pensate for the use thereof as a gavter orv
anklet, and with the form of constructien

shown in Hig. §, I employ non-elastic strap

members or bands 25 having an adjustment
buckle 28. for.adjusting the length of "the
band 25 which is provided at its ends with
attaching devices 27 for engagement with
the devices 15 or 24. It avill be understood
that the strap member or band 25 may be
used in connection with the. elastic garter
11 and anklet 12 if desived, it being alse
apparent that any kind of material may be
emploved, for example, leather, cotton, silk,
in elag _
may also be cmployed if desired,

There are many ways of using my im-
proved garter wear or apparel to give orna-

¢ or ribbon form or elastic leather
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mental effects and to make physical correc-
tions upon the body of the wearer, and in
Figs. 6 to 10 inclusive I have illustrated
a few ways of using the device. In Fig. 6,
the strap members 16 are used in cross re-
lation at the front of the leg of the wedrer,
the same effect being accomplished by
crossing the strap members 16 at the back
of the leg as will be apparent. In Fig. 7
of the drawing, I have shown one of the
short strap members 16 extending diago-
nally across the front of the leg and from
the garter to the anklet. It will be under-
stood that this single strap member may ex-
tend across the back of the leg if desired,
and the direction may be varied; for ex-
ample, in the showing in Fig. 7, the strap
member extends from the lower right side
to the upper left side while the same might
extend from the lower left side to the upper
right side.

In Fig. 8, T have shown the longer strap
member 162 spiralled around the leg of the
wearer and attached to the garter 11 and
anklet 12, it being apparent that the spiral
may be arranged in two different directions.
In Fig. 9 of the drawing, I have shown two
of the strap members 16 joined to the anklet
12 centrally of the rear portion thereof and
extending upwardly in diverging relation
and attached to the garter 11 at the oppositt.
front sides thereof. This same effect may
be produced by attaching the ends of both
strap members 16 either at the back or front
of the:anklet 12, or at the back and front of
the garter 11, in which latter use, the strap
members will diverge downwardly. instead
of upwardly. o ;

In Fig. 10 of the drawing, I have shown
the Y-shaped strap member 18 coupled with
the garter 11 and anklet 12 at the front of
the leg, it being understood that this strap

may be also mounted upon the back of the.

leg, and the diverging ends 19 thereof may
be attached, in either use, to the garter 11
or anklet 12, '

It will be apparent that many other uses
of the strap members 16, 16%, 18 and 25 may
be made to bring about different artistic or
seientific results, and from the . scientific
phase of the invention, the said strap mem
bers serve to brace the leg and to correct
physical or body defects or irregularities by
the proper arrangement of the strap mem-
bers. For example, the strap members may
be applied to the leg in such manner as to
raise the muscular structure of the calf, es-
pecially of a thin leg, to give better shape
or contour thereto, with structures or ar-
rangement of strap members such as shown
in' Figs. 6, 9 and 10. TFurther, said strap
members may be arranged upon the leg to
give a stout leg the appearance of a slim
leg or to reduce the muscular structure of a
stout leg by the arrangement of the strap
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members thereon. It will also be apparent

-that leg irregularities, such as “bowed-legs”

or “knock-knees” may be visually corrected
by the arrangement of a single strap mem-
ber across the front of the leg or both legs
of a wearer, the diagonal arrangement of
the strap member serving to give the propes
appearance to legs which might be bowed
or knock-kneed.. Of course, this is purely
an optical illusion, but is nevertheless effec-

‘tive, as I have found from practical use of

the device. :
It will be understood that my entire de-

-vice may be composed of rubber or rubber-

ized fabric, especially when the device is
used as bathing apparel, and further it will
be apparent that the device when in use,
will operate to hold stockings in proper
position upon the leg of the wearer, and
prevent the possible wrinkling thereof. .

It will also be apparent that a more brac-
ing effect may be provided by using sub-
stantially stiff or strong elastic strap mem-
bers or non-elastic or adjustable strap mem-

‘bers  and garters as well as anklets, and in

addition to the scientific. and ornamental
features of the device as described, it will
be apparent that other articles of ornamen-
tation may be combined with the entire de-
vice. It will also be apparent that I am noy

necessarily limited to the connection of the

garter and anklet by strap members such
as shown and described, and various other
changes in and modifications of -the con-
struction herein shown and described may be
made within the scope of the appended
claims without departing from the spirit of
my invention or sacrificing its advantages.

Having fully described my invention,

~what I claim as new and desire to secure by

Letters-Patent, is:—

1. An article of apparel of the class de-
scribed comprising two annular bands
adapted to be mounted upon the leg of the
wearer in spaced relation, a strap member
joining said bands and said strap member
being detachably and adjustably coupled
with the separate bands circumferentially

_with respect to predetermined points on

said bands. :

2. An article of apparel of the class de-
seribed adapted to be mounted upon the leg
of a wearer and comprising a garter, an
anklet mounted upon the leg of the wearer
in spaced relation, means for joining said
garter and anklet, and said means being
detachably and adjustably coupled with the
garter and anklet circumferentially with
respect to predetermined points thereon and
extending over the leg in predetermined ar-
rangements to provide bracing and orna-
mental effects,

3. An article of apparel of the class de-
scribed comprising an eleastic garter, an
elastic anklet and elastic strap members,
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said garter and anklet being adapted to be
mounted upon the leg of the wearer in
spaced relation, and the ends of said strap
members being detachably and adjustably
coupled with the garter and anklet circum-
ferentially with respect to predetermined
points thereon, and being arranged about

the leg of the wearer to produce ornamental
effects.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 10
as my invention I have signed my name
this Tth day of Oct. 1925.

“FRANK J. SCHALOW.



