0 02/099615 A3

(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

(19) World Intellectual Property Organization
International Bureau

(43) International Publication Date

(10) International Publication Number

12 December 2002 (12.12.2002) PCT WO 02/099615 A3
(51) International Patent Classification’: GO6F 3/00, 7877 SW Bird Shill Court, Portland, OR 97223 (US). MC-
HO04L 29/06, GO6F 9/44 GARRY, John; 12395 SW Corylus Court, Tigard, OR
972242776 (US).
(21) International Application Number: PCT/US02/15342

(22) International Filing Date: 16 May 2002 (16.05.2002)

(25) Filing Language: English

(26) Publication Language: English

(30) Priority Data:

09/873,163 2 June 2001 (02.06.2001) US

(71) Applicant: COGNEX, CORPORATION [US/US]; One
Vision Drive, Natick, MA 01760 (US).

(72) Inventors: OLSON, Steven, J.; 7434 SW 35th Avenue,
Portland, OR 97219 (US). WEBSTER, Steven; 15286 SW
Kenton Drive, Tigard, OR 97224 (US). HOLT, Jordan;

(74) Agents: POWSNER, David, J. et al.; Nutter, McClennen
& Fish LLP, World Trade Center West, 155 Seaport Boule-
vard, Boston MA 02210-2604 (US).

(81) Designated State (national): JP.

(84) Designated States (regional): European patent (AT, BE,
CH, CY, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, MC,
NL, PT, SE, TR).

Published:
with international search report

(88) Date of publication of the international search report:
4 December 2003

For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid-
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations" appearing at the begin-
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette.

(54) Title: SYSTEM FOR INITIATING COMMUNICATION BETWEEN A USER INTERFACE AND A VISION PROCESSOR

UICONNECTING TO MANY VP'S VIA A NETWORK

37

38—

B

39—

36

©

35

(57) Abstract: A method is disclosed for instructing a user interface (UI) in communication with a first of vision processor (VP)
to establish communication with a second (VP). The invention is useful in a machine vision system having a plurality of VPs and
at least one UL The method includes the steps of providing each VP with a link function for establishing communication between a
VP and a UI, and activating the link function so as to issue instructions to the UI to establish communication with another VP. The
link function enables local dynamic display of a remote VP on the Ul, and a dynamic connection that provides a continually updated
display representing a current state of the VP connected to the UL. An operator may observe results and alter parameters on any of
the VPs in the system without having to first understand the architecture of the machine vision system.
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