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This invention relates to mechanical contraceptives and 
particularly to a mechanical contraceptive or pessary 
which is positioned in the vagina at or near and surround 
ing the cervix by a firm member. 
The need for a simple, inexpensive means for contra 

ception has become increasingly acute. Many areas of 
the earth suffer from famine, disease, poverty and squalor 
because of their excessively high and completely uncon 
trolled birth rate. No really simple, effective means of 
aiding in the control of this problem has been achieved. 
Many types of pessaries and diaphragm type contra 

ceptives have been proposed. These, however, take some 
skill in their successful application, usually require some 
special mechanical device for insertion and, in many cases, 
medical skill in fitting. Such devices are not feasible for 
those underdeveloped and uneducated areas of the world 
where they are most needed. There are available male 
contraceptives, but those are, in general, not adapted for 
reuse and are for that reason not satisfactory in such un 
derdeveloped areas. 

I have invented a contraceptive device which solves 
these problems. I provide a pessary type contraceptive 
which does not require special skill or mechanical equip 
ment for installation, and which is reusable and effective. 

Preferably, I provide a diaphragm of semielastic mate 
rial in generally saucer-shaped or reversed saucer-shaped 
configuration adapted to cover the cervix area and fric 
tionally engage the walls of the vaginal passage there 
about, a cylindrical sheath member of elastic material 
closed and fixed at one end to the underside or outer 
surface of the base of said saucer-shaped diaphragm and 
at the center thereof and adapted to removably engage a 
firm member. Preferably the cylindrical sheath member 
is of thin elastic material such as latex film. 

In the foregoing general description of my invention, I 
have set out certain objects, advantages and purposes. 
Other objects, advantages and purposes will be apparent 
from a consideration of the following description and the 
accompanying drawings in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a sectional view showing one of the em 

bodiments of this invention in place; 
FIGURE 2 is an isometric view of the pessary; 
FIGURE 3 is a side elevational view of the embodi 

ment of FIGURES 1 and 2; 
FIGURE 4 is a sectional view of a second embodi 

ment of my invention; 
FIGURE 5 is a sectional view of a third embodiment 

of my invention; 
FIGURE 6 is a sectional view of a fourth embodiment 

of my invention; 
FIGURE 7 is a side elevational view of a fifth embodi 

ment of my invention; 
FIGURE 8 is a side elevational view of a sixth embodi 

ment of my invention; 
FIGURE 9 is a side elevational view of a seventh em 

bodiment of my invention; and 
FIGURE 10 is a side elevation of an eighth embodiment 

of my invention. 
Referring to the drawings, I have illustrated a saucer 

like diaphragm 0 of semielastic material, preferably rub 
ber, of sufficient rigidity to bear against the walls of the 
vaginal passage to surround the cervix 12 at or near 
it, to seal it from the vaginal passage. A cylindrical 
sheath 13 is fixed at its capped end to a center point 14 
of the outer surface of the bottom of the diaphragm 10. 
The sheath 13 is preferably formed of thin elastic mate 
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2 
rial such as latex film which will collapse when installed, 
although this is not essential. The sheath 13 is adapted 
to be loosely but firmly removably placed on a firm 
member prior to copulation and is placed in the final posi 
tion shown in FIGURE 1 by reason of the engagement 
of the walls of the vaginal passage on the periphery of 
diaphragm 10 by the completion of the inward original 
stroke of the firm member. Thereafter upon beginning 
of withdrawal of the firm member the diaphragm 10 and 
sheath 13 are left in proper position as in FEGURE 1. 

In the embodiment illustrated in FIGURE 4, I have 
illustrated a contraceptive device made up of a saucerlike 
diaphragm 20 having inturned lips 2 adapted to surround 
the cervix of a wearer and an outer peripheral annular 
bead or flange 22 adapted to firmly engage the walls of 
the vaginal passage of a wearer at or near the cervix. A 
sheath 23 is fixed to the center of bottom 24 precisely 
as in FIGURES 1, 2 and 3. 

In the embodiment illustrated in FIGURES 5 and 6, 
I have illustrated still other forms of my invention simi 
lar to that of FIGURE 4 but provided with plural rings 
25 on the sheath member 23a of which ring 25a in FIG 
URE 6 is smaller than the other rings 25. These rings 
maintain the sheath 23a open after insertion with most of 
the rings 25 in contact with the vaginal wall to form an 
increased measure of protection and to insure holding the 
device in proper position. It is obvious, of course, that 
the device of this invention could be inserted by using an 
applicator rod, a cylindrical object, or a finger, without 
the co-operation of the male. 
FIGURE 7 illustrated an embodiment in which the 

diaphragm member 28 is inverted over the sheath 29 for 
easier insertion. A thick, wide, flat portion 30 is provided 
about the periphery of the diaphragm to hold it in place 
and to prevent any tendency of the diaphragm to tip. 
FIGURE 8 illustrates a form in which the diaphragm 

member 31 is inverted over sheath 32 as in FIGURE 7 
but a resilient O-ring 33 is formed about the periphery 
thereof. 
FIGURE 9 shows an essentially plane diaphragm 34 

attached to the end of sheath 35 and provided with a 
peripheral O-ring 36. 
FIGURE 10 shows a device of my invention essentially 

the same as that of FIGURE 9 but having a heavy band 
37 as a peripheral ring to contact the vaginal walls. 

While I have illustrated and described certain presently 
preferred embodiments of my invention hereinabove, it 
will be understood that this invention may be otherwise 
embodied within the scope of the following claims. 

I claim: 
1. In a contraceptive device, a generally semielastic im 

pervious saucerlike member adapted to surround a cervix 
at or near thereat and engage the walls of a vaginal pas 
Sage in sealing relation and a thin elastic collapsible sheath 
means on said member adapted to releasably engage a 
firm member for placement in said vaginal passage by 
completion of the original inward stroke and released 
from said firm member by engagement of the said mem 
ber by said vaginal passage when the original back stroke 
of the firm member begins. 

2. In a device as claimed in claim 1 wherein the saucer 
like member has an inturned lip to surround the cervix 
of the wearer at or near thereat and an annular peripheral 
bead engaging the walls of the vaginal passage at or near 
thereat. 

3. In a device as claimed in claim 1 wherein the saucer 
like member has an integral annular outer edge peripheral 
ring and the sheath means is provided with multiplicity 
of integral annular peripheral rings, most of such rings so 
spaced as to engage the walls of the vaginal passage to 
form spaced open Supporting members of the sheath 
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whereby the sheath and the saucerlike member of the de 
vice are firmly held in position at or near a cervix. 

4. A device as claimed in claim 1 wherein the saucer 
like member is reversed over the sheath and is provided 
with an integral heavy peripheral resilient band. 

5. A device as claimed in claim 1 wherein the saucer 
like member is reversed over the sheath and provided 
with an integral resilient O-ring about the periphery 
thereof. 

6. A device as claimed in claim 1 wherein the saucer 
like member is essentially planar and provided with an 
integral resilient O-ring about the periphery thereof. 

7. A device as claimed in claim 1 wherein the saucer 

0. 

4. 
like member is essentially planar and provided with an 
integral heavy peripheral resilient band. 
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