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This invention relates to the art of holders for
short stubs of lead peneils, it being understood
that by inserting a short peneil into such a holder,
the effective length of the pencil is increased
accordingly so far as the handling of the same is
concerned and it becomes possible to use short
stubs which ‘would otherwise be discarded. °

Since my present improved device is adapted
to hold a pencil stub in each end thereof, it may
be referred to as a pencil coupling.

Pig. 1 is an end elevation of my present device;

Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken on line 2—2 of
Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a view, partly broken away, illustrat-
ing the manner of using this device; and

Fig. 4 is a view, partly broken away, showing
a modification. .

Heretofore there have been devised pencil hold-
ers to receive and engage the full diameter of the
body of the pencil but they have not proved en-
tirely satisfactory because of certain .conditions.
For instance, all lead pencils are not of the same
size and shape and the wood employed is not
all of the same texture; and, as a result, there
has been required some special provision for
holding the pencil body firmly in such g device.

Accordingly, the object-of the present invention
is to provide & holder that is universally adapted
for use with all lead pencils which have been
sharpened in the conventional manner, as for in-
stance in the familiar pencil sharpener. My
holder will grip the tapered portion of the sharp-
ened end of the pencil. ‘

Another object is to provide such a holder with
means of screw-threaded engagement to re-
ceive and effectively hold the tapered portion of
the sharpened end thereof.

Another object is to provide such a holder with
duplicate pencil-receiving and holding means
upon both ends thereof.

Another object is to devise such a holder with
means for effectively gripping the tapered por-
tion of the sharpened pencil and also with pilot-
ing means for centering and directing the sharp-
ened end of the pencil as it is inserted into the
holder for engagement therewith.

Another object is to devise such a holder with
mezans for preventing accidental insertion of the
same into the pencil sharpener during the sharp-
" ening of the pencil while in the holder.

- Another object is to provide such 2 holder with
unitary means that is adapted to prevent acci-
dental insertion of the same into the familiar
pencil sharpener and that will serve also as a
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in the hand of the user and that will further
prevent the device from rolling off of the desk or
drawing board.

Referring first to the form of device illustrated
in Figs. 1, 2 and 3 of the present drawing, it
comprises a tubular body | which Has the bore
2 through the middle part thereof and the larger
bores.in the two end portions thereof as will be

xplained. Thus the body | may be described
as being hellow throughout its entire extent, ac-
cording to ‘the present form of disclosure.

‘The bore § in each end portion of the holder

s ‘larger than the bore 2 and corresponds to the

inner diameter of s -sharp screw-thread that is
indicated by reference numeral 4. The bore §
at each -end of the hoelder islarger than the bore

. 3 -and corresponds to the outer diameter of the
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megns of better gripping and holding the device 55

screw-threads 4.
"The screw-threads & are adapted to have effec-

4 tive helding engagement with the tapered wood

pertion of the pencil after having been sharp-
ened in the -conventional pencil sharpener and
the bore 2 is adapted o receive the pointed lead
pertion and the immediately adjoining tapered

s portien of the wooden body of the pencil as a

guiding means for the same as the pencil is pro-
gressively -engaged by the holding device in the
manner explained.

It ‘is to be understood that the two ends of the

i+ holder, in the present form of disclosure, are

formed identical so that both ends thereof may
receive and hold lead penecils in the manner
herein set forth.. Thus a double-pointed peneil
may be inserted in each end of the holder; and,
by reversing each of the two pencils, there may
be obtained the advantage of four different pen-
cil points which may be of different degrees of
hardness or of different colors.

Since the tapered ends of all of the pencils are
presumably of the same size, either end of any
such pencil can be inserted into either end of
the holder.

Each end portion of the device is provided with
an anhular series of projections € that will pre-~

5 vent the holder from being inserted too far into

the pencil sharpener and will thus prevent the
holder from engaging the cutters of the pencil
sharpener. Also, these projections 8 will prevent
the device from rolling off of the desk or draw-
ing board and will provide a betier means of
grinping the holder in the hand of the user.

In the modifled form of device shown in Fig. 4
of the present drawing, the inner surface of each
end portion of the holder body I’ is of a tapered
form and is provided with another type of screw-
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thread 7 that conforms to the tapered end of a
lead pencil, after having been sharpened in the
familiar sharpener, so as to have effective screw-
threaded engagement therewith. These tapered
end openings are connected by the intermediate
bore 2’ which is adapted to receive the lead point
and the immediately adjacent portion of the
body of the pencil and to center or pilot the same
as the pencil is inserted into the holder.

In Fig. 4 I have indicated a rubber eraser 8 in its
ferrule 9 on one end of one of the stub pencils; and
it is to be understood that the same expedient may
be adopted in connection with the other form of
holder that is iltustrated in Figs. 1, 2 and 3. Or,
if so desired, a rubber eraser itself may be screwed
directly into one end of the holder.

My present device is ecasy to handle in actual
use, the pencil stubs can be easily applied to the
holder, and they are held firmly therein. Also,
the pencil stubs can be readily removed from the
holder and their positions therein reversed. Then
by sharpening both ends of each pencil stub, the
user may have the advantage of four pencil points
which may be of different degrees of hardness or
of different colors.
of the pencil stubs may have a rubber eraser on
it, or a rubber sraser may be applied directly to
the end of the holder.

By virtue of the fact that this holder is applied
to the conventional tapered end portion of a
sharpened pencil, it may be employed with all
pencils that are sharpened in the familiar sharp-
ener; and thus I have overcome the objectionable
features of the previous pencil holders.

This holder or coupling may be made of any
suitable material so long as a screw-thread can be
formed in the same in the manner herein set
forth. .

Because of the comparatively simple construc-
tion of this device, it can be made and sold at a
reasonaple price and is thus capable of popular
adoption and use in the field for which intended.

It is to be understoed that the present form of
disclosure is merely for the purpose of illustra-~
tion and that there might be devised various
modifications thereof without departing from the
spirit of my invention as herein set forth and
claimed. :

Also, it is 10 be understood that the term “lead

pencil” is employed in the present specification :

and claims as a matter of convenience and in a
generic sense. That is to say, it is not infended
to restrict the use of my present device to only
those pencils in which the writing medium is

Also, as above explained, one »;

10

39

40

43

lead; but this term is intended to include also
pencils in which the writing medium may be of
some other material.

What I claim is:

1. A lead pencil holder comprising a tubular
bhody having its interior at at least one end por-
tion thereof formed with an outer bore and an
adjacent inner bore, said outer bore being pro-
vided with a screw-thread of suitable inner di-
ameter for effective screw-thread holding engage~
ment with the tapered end portion of the body of
a conventionally sharpened lead penecil, and said
inner bore being of a diameter substantially larger
than that of the lead portion of said lead pencil
and adapted for piloting engagement with the
forward part of the tapered body portion of said
sharpened lead pencil, while all of the lead at the
sharpened end of said lead pencil occupies cen-
tered spaced relation with respect to the wall of
said inner bore.

2. A lead pencil holder comprising a tubular
body having its interior at at least one end portion
thereof provided with means for effective hold-
ing engagement with the tapered end portion of
the body of a conventionally sharpened lead pen-
cil and being provided with also a bore located
inwardly beyond said means for holding engage-
ment, said bore being of a diameter substantially
larger than that of the lead portion of said lead
pencil and adapted for piloting engagement with
the forward part of the tapered body portion of
said sharpened lead pencil, while all of the lead
at the sharpened end of said lead pencil occupies
centered spaced relation with respect to the wall
of said inner bore.

BEARL W. CURTIS.
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