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4 Claims.

This invention relates in general to a combined
undergarment and abdominal support and in
particular to a maternity garment.

Maternity garments of the usual type comprise
multi-piece corsets in which the various pieces
are laced together, to permit adjustment of the
garment in correspondence with a change of body
contour. These garments are uncomfortable to
wear and in some instances create such improper
pressure on the body of the wearer as to be dan-
gerous to the health of the wearer. The present
maternity garments are provided further with
extensible portions to enlarge the garment for
fitting over the abdomen. In the prior commer-
cial practice, adjustment is generally made at
the.side of the garment by means of laced con-
nections, so that the garment is widened without
in any way changing the shape of the front por-
tion to correspond with a change in the abdomi-
nal contour, The abdomen, therefore, conforms
itself to the front portion, rather than the front
portion being shaped or fitted to the form of the
abdomen. The corsets, therefore, are improper
in shape, and often cause undesirable pressure on
the wearer, and certainly discomfort.

It is an object of this invention, therefore, to
provide an improved maternity garment which
may be expanded with the body to give support
in all stages of pregnancy.

It is another object to provide a maternity
garment in which the front portion is formed
with extensible vertically and horizontally ar-
ranged darts, which are adapted to be unfolded in
a2 manner to form a pocket-like front portion
which corresponds substantially with the contour
of the abdomen. In other words, it is an object
to provide a maternity garment which may be
expanded at the front or abdominal portion with-
‘out interfering with the fit of the remainder of
the garment,

It is a further object of this invention to pro-
vide a supporting garment having an integrally
formed in-elastic front portion which is adapted
for development to fit the contour of the abdo-
men, to provide for a maximum support of the
abdomen. :

A feature of this invention is the provision of a
supporting garment having an in-elastic but ad-
justable front portion and side and back por-
tions formed with elastic inserts to facilitate body
action and movement of the wearer, to thereby
provide support as well as comfort for the
wearer.

Another feature of this invention is the provi-
sion of a maternity garment in which an in-elag-
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tic front portion is formed with horizontally and
vertically extending darts adapted to provide for
a substantially elliptical expansion of the front
portion to obtain a development of the front por-
tion in substantial conformance with the contour
of the abdomen to provide for a maximum sup-
port thereof, and in which a back portion is
formed with extensible vertically arranged darts
adapted to provide for a uniform widening of the
garment across the back thereof.

It is still another object of this invention to
provide a maternity garment in which the uplift
is formed with horizontally extensible pocket
portions to adapt the uplift to changes in breast
contour.

It is a further feature of this invention to pro-
vide a maternity garment in which the front is
elliptically expansible, the back portion horizon-
tally expansible and the pockets of the associated
uplift horizontally expansible to in all provide a
garment which is capable of development over

. its entirety to provide for the greatest maximum
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comfort and support of the wearer.

Further objects, features, and advantages of
this invention will become apparent from the fol-
lowing description taken in connection with the
accompanying drawings in which:

Fig. 1is a view of the complete garment, before
development thereof, opened out to its fullest
extent;

Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary view of one
of the darts in the back portion of the garment
before expansion thereof;

Fig. 3 is a view illustrated similarly to Fig. 2
showing the dart expanded or unfolded to its
fullest extent;

Fig. 4 is a side elevation of the garment before
development thereof showing the same in place;

Fig. 5 is a side elevation of the garment illus-
trated similarly to Fig. 4 showing the garment
fully developed. )

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary view of a vertically ex-
tending dart on the front portion of the garment
before expansion thereof. i

Fig. 7 is a view illustrated similarly to Fig. 6
showing the dart expanded to its fullest extent.

Fig. 8 is a front view of the brassiére showing
the extendable darts thereof in a closed posi-
tion; and

Fig. 9 is a view illustrated similarly to Fig. 8
showing the darts fully expanded.

With reference to Pig. 1 the maternity gar-
ment comprises a front portion 18, a brassiére
or uplift {1, side portions {2, and a back portion
13, the bottom of the garment being suitably
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provided with hose supporters {4. Each side
portion 12 is of substantially rectangular form
and is provided with an elastic insert 16 which
is horizontally extensible. The back portion I3
is also of substantially rectangular shape and
includes a central section {1 having extensible
sections (8 on each side theerof. The section
171 includes an elastic gore 20, disposed cen-
trally near the lower end, and shoulder straps
18 attached to the upper end thereof. Each
section {8 is provided with vertically extending
darts 21 which are arranged in pairs and adapt-
ed for expansion in a direction at right angles
to the stitching line 22 of the darts; the daris
21 being integrally formed in each section 48
as by folding, as is shown in Figs. 2 and 3. EXx-
pansion of each dart 21 acts to widen the gar-
ment across the back portion {3, the arrangement
of the darts 21 in each section {8 and on oppo-
site sides of the shoulder straps 9 serving to
center the section 171 and straps 48 in the back
portion 18, by extending the garment equally
to each s1de of the body of the wearer. Thus
in F}g 2 g dart 24 is illustrated in a-fully closed
,pos1t10n with the fclded portion 23 clearly vis-
ible; the fold being of substantially rectangular
shape. ‘In Fig. 3 the fcld 23 is completely ex-
panded, the rectangular shape being retained
and all of the expansion cccurring at right an-
gles to the ‘stitching line 22. The darts 24,
therefore, serve only to progressively increase the
size -of the substantially rectangular sections 21,
and do not effect any change in the shape or
contour of these sections. ‘The support to the
back of the wearer is thus maintained for all
adjusted positions of the darts 21.

The -uplift portion {1 (Figs. 8 and 9) is at-
tached to the upper end of the front portion
16 and is provided in a substantially non-elas-
tic material with an uplift and pocket portions
24, The pockets are formed with vertically
extending darts 25 through the centers thereof,
the darts being adapted to extend the pockets
24 in a horizontal direction. The dotted lines
in Fig. 9 indicate the increase in the size of the
pockets 24 by the expansion of the darts 25.

The front portion #0 is of integral construction
and is provided in a smtable non-elastic cloth
material, the portion 10 being confined to a sub-
stantially rectangular form by attachment to the
garment pinding edges 25. The portion i€ is
formed over the upper part thereof with hori-
zontally extending expansible darts 27, which
extend completely across the front of such por-
tion. Each side of the front portion {0 is formed
with o vertically exiending expansible dart 28
which extends substantially the full height of
the portion 10, the stitching line 29 of each dart
28 passing in close proximity to the correspond-
ing ends of the darts 21. Each dart 27 and 28 is
formed by a folding over of the non-elastic ma-
terial of the front supporting portion 19, the ini-
tial stitching lines 23{ and 29 respectively, before
development of the garment, being of substan-
tially straight-line form and the creased edge 32
of each dart 27 and 28 being of substantially
arcuate contour. The fold of each dart 271 and
28, therefore, is progressively smaller or tapered
:from a section substantially centrally of the dart
toward its ends. This form of each of the darts
21 and 28 effects a spreading or fanning out of
the darts on expansion thereof to provide for a
pocket development of substantially elliptical
contour in the front portion 10. The expanding
action of the darts 27 and 28 is best seen in
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by attachment -with the binding 28.

2,290,485

Tigs. 6 and 7. In Fig. 6 an end portion of a dart
28 is shown in closed position, the fragmentary
piece of material 33 being of substantially rec-
tangular shape. In Fig. 7 the dart 28 is in its
fully expanded position with the blank 33 of ir-
regular shape and angularly extended or spread
out from the stitching line 29, the degree of ex-
tension being progressively greater from the end
34 of the dart 28 in a direction toward its cen-
tral portion.

Each vertical dart 28 is of maximum width
over that portion thereof which is in overlap-

ping relatien with the darts 21, so that the taper
-of the lower sestion of each dart 28 is of a lesser

slope than the taper of the upper section thereof.
Since the darts 27 are horizontally arranged in
the upper part of the front portion 18, and the
darts 28 are formed with their greatest width
over their upper sections, a greater development
of the front portion {8 will occur over the upper
part thereef on expansion of the darts 21 and
28. The arrangeraent of the three darts 21, as
above described, provides for a more ready-con-
formance and adaptatien in the shaping -of the
front pertion 18 to the normal -changes which
oceur in the contour -of the abdomen -during
pregnancy. The darts 28 provide for the full
development of the darts 27 without the eccur-
rence of a buckling or tightening of the pertion
18 through the center one of the darts 27. -The
darts 28, therefore, permit the portion 49 4o
curve outwardly while the sides of the portion
are retained in their rectangular arrangement
‘The two
blanks whieh form the integral front portion 10
by being sewed together at seam S-are thus orig-
inally cut according to a pre- -determined pattern

which will form a front portion 48 of substan-

_ tially flat form and of rectangular conﬁvuratlon

40°

when the darts 27 and 28 are in their foided
positions and which ‘will provide for the develop-
ment of a pocket or pouch in the portion 49
partlcularly adapted for a shaping to the abdo-~

~men, with retention of the rectangular conﬁgu-

45

50

b5

60

65

ration. The blanks, therefore, as originally cut
are of a form other than rectangular to prov1de
for the development of the portion 1p in this
manner.

The operation of the garment is best described
with referenoe to Figs. 4 and 5. In F‘1°r 4 the
garment is shown in place with the darts 21 in
the back pmtmn 13, the darts 21 and 28 in the
portion 18, and darts €6 in the brassiere i1,
their folded or closed positions. In this condl-
tion, the front portlcn i3 is of subst antlally flat
contour and the garment is ,a,dap__téd to provide
a suitable support for an abdomen of normal
contour. In Fig. 5 the darts 21, 27, 28, and 25
are shown in their fully eXpanded posmons the
dotted lines representing the increase in the ma-
terial added to the garment by such expansion.
The front portion {8 thus fully developed has
formed therein an elhptlcally shaped pouch
which is in substantial correspondence with the
contour of the abdomen so as to provide for a
maximum support of the abdomen without ef-
fecting any improper pressure thereon. ‘The
darts on the front -and back of the garment

after being unfolded from -their -original sewed
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positions, are sewed again only ‘when they are
folded to an intermediate adjustment position.
When the wearer requires the garment to be let
out to its fullest size, there are no folds and
hence no sewing on the folds. Development of
the garment is usually made at the corset shop
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selling the garment, and enables the wearer to
at all times obtain an accurate and proper fit of
the garment to provide for maximum comfort
and benefit.

The invention is thug sesn to provide for a
maternity garment which is adapted for develop-
ment over all portions thereof, 5o as to provide
for a maximum body comfort of the wearer and
2 maximum carrying support of the abdomen.
The elastic inserts in the sides 12 and back (3
mold the garment to the body and provide for
comfort in walking and sitting. The front por-
tion 10, by means of the darts 21 and 28, may
be developed at any time to conform to the con-
tour of the abdomen, the darts 21 serving to uni-
formly extend the back portion 13. There is
thus no pressure exerted on the abdomen in dis-
agreement with any portion thereof, ang the ab-
domen is positively carried or hammocked in the
extensible, but non-elastic pouch formed in the
front portion 10. Adjustment of the back por-
tion 13 and the front portion 10 may be made
either concurrently or independently, depending
upon the particular requirements of the develop-
ment.

It is to be understood that only preferred em-
bodiments of the invention have been illustrated
and described herein and that modifications and
alterations thereof can be made which are with-

in the full intended scope of the invention, as 3

defined by the appended

I claim:

1. A maternity garment adjustable for various
body contours to provide support for the ab-
domen for each of the various contours includ-
ing strap means secured to said garment and
extendable over the shoulders of & wearer, and a
front portion having at least two portions se-
cured together in a vertical seam and normally
bositioned over the abdomen of the wearer, said
front portion including a vertical fold at each
side thereof and a plurality of horizontal fclds
extending across said front portion with one of
said horizontal foldgs positioned between the top
of said front portion and a position correspond-
ing to the abdominal center of the wearer, and
with said horizontal folds spaced apart from one
another and each ending substantially at the
inside edge of each of the vertical folds when
said vertical folds are in their maximum folded
position, and with all of said vertical and said
horizontal folds being positioned within the con-
fines of the area of the front portion in all posi-
tions from a maximum to s minimum folded
Dosition, with each of said vertical and horizon-
tal folds having a portion intermediate the ends
which is wider than the ends, and all of said folds
being selectively ang variably expandable to pro-
vide for a progressive enlargement of said front
portion inavertical and horizontal girection upon
change in body contour at the abdomen of the
wearer and form a pocket-like configuration in
said front portion to support the abdomen of
such wearer in each such contour change.

2. A maternity garment adjustable for various
body contours to provide support for the abdo-
men of the wearer for each of the various con-
tours including strap means secured to said gar-
ment and extendable over the shoulders of a
wearer, and an inelastic front portion with two
parts secured together in a centra] vertical seam
and a vertical fold at each side of the front por-
tion extending substantially from the top there-

claims.
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of, to a position corresponding to the lower por-
tion of the abdomen of the wearer and a plural-
ity of horizontal folds spaced apart vertically
from one another in said front portion, sne of
said horizontal folds positioned between the top
of said front portion and a position correspond-
ing to the abdominal center of the wearer and
with all of said vertical and said horizontal folds
being confined in all folded positions entirely
within the confines of the area of said front
portion, with each of said folds having a portion
intermediate the ends which is wider than the
ends, and all of said folds being selectively and
variably expandable to provide for a progressive
contraction of the folds and an enlargement of
said front portion into a pocket-like configura-
tion upon change in the contour of the abdomen
of the wearer to fit relatively snugly to, and sup-
port the abdomen of such wearer in each con-
tour change.

3. A garment for supporting the hust and ab-
domen of a wearer for the various contour
changes thereor during the period of pregnancy,
including an elastic portion, a relatively inelastic
but expansible front portion having two parts
secured together at a vertical central seam, a
brassiére portion above said front portion, and
strap means secured to said garment and ex-
tendable over the shoulders of a wearer, said
front portion including a plurality of horizontal
folds with one of said folds extending substan-
tially across said front portion at a position be-
tween the brassidre portion and a position cor-
responding to the center of the abdomen of the
Wearer, and another of said folds spaced from
said one fold and extending substantially across
said front portion at a position corresponding to
the position of the abdomen of the wearer, and
a plurality of vertical folds extending over the
front portion substantially from the brassiére
portion to the bottom of the abdomina] position
of the wearer, with said brassiére portion having
a pair of bust pockets therein and each bust
pocket having an adjustable folg therein, and
with all of said front portion and brassiére por-
tion folds being selectively expansible to adapt
the bust pockets and front portion to bust and
abdomen enlargements in the wearer and act on
the same in a lifting-supporting action.

4. A garment adapted to conform to and sup-
port the abdomen of a wearer for the various
contour changes thereof during the period of
bregnancy, including strap means secured to said
garment and extendable over the shoulders of a
wearer, and a relatively inelastic but expansible
front portion having two parts secured together
at a vertical centra] seam, said front portion in-
cluding a plurality of horizonta] folds with one
of said folds extending substantially across said
front portion at a position between the top of
said front portion and the abdominal center of
the wearer, another of said horizontal folds ex-
tending substantially across said front portion
at a position below the abdominal center of the
wearer, and with another of said horizontal folds
extending substantially across saiq front portion
at a position between said first two mentioned
folds, with all of said horizonta] folds being se-
lectively expansible to form g pocket-like cover-
ing therefor and adapt the front portion to ab-
domen enlargements in the wearer and act on
the same in a lifting-supporting mannuer.

EDWARD R, SU’I"I‘ER,



