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(57) ABSTRACT 

An image data processing apparatus includes a data Size 
conversion device that changes a data Size of an image data 
at an optional ratio, the image data has a plurality of pixels 
each of which includes any one of a plurality of color 
components, and the plurality of color components being 
arranged in a specific order. The data Size conversion device 
newly calculates a value of color component of each pixel 
after changing the data Size based upon values of color 
components of a plurality of Same color pixels before 
changing the data size, while maintaining the order of 
arrangement of the plurality of color components. 
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IMAGE DATA PROCESSINGAPPARATUS AND 
ELECTRONIC CAMERA 

0001. The disclosure of the following priority application 
is herein incorporated by reference: 
0002 Japanese Patent Application No. 2000-270396 filed 
Sep. 6, 2000. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0003) 1. Field of the Invention 
0004. The present invention relates to an image data 
processing apparatus which performs data Size conversion 
upon image data which have been imaged, for example, via 
color Separation filters of the Bayer type, and to an electronic 
Caca. 

0005 2. Description of the Related Art 
0006 There is a per se known type of electronic still 
camera which performs Specified image processing upon 
image data produced from an image of a photographic 
Subject which has been imaged through a photographic lens 
by an imaging device incorporating an imaging element 
Such as a CCD or the like and outputted by the imaging 
device. In an imaging device of Such an electronic Still 
camera, a color Separation filter is provided upon the imag 
ing element for forming a colored image. FIG. 15 is a figure 
for explanation of a Bayer type color Separation filter, in 
which primary color filters for R color, G color, and B color 
are arranged in a checkerboard pattern in correspondence to 
the pixels of the imaging element. As shown in FIG. 15, in 
this Bayer arrangement, a filter for the same color compo 
nent is provided at each Second pixel in both the horizontal 
direction and the vertical direction in which the pixels are 
arranged. It is necessary to treat image data which has been 
imaged through Such a color Separation filter in Such a 
manner as to preserve the Bayer arrangement. This is 
because, if the Bayer arrangement is disturbed, it becomes 
impossible to reproduce the colors of the photographic 
Subject from the image data. 
0007. In the case of performing reduction (shrinkage) 
Size conversion upon the above described image data, if the 
pixel data are read out while Subsampling or culling every 
Second pixel, or every fourth pixel, . . . in the horizontal 
direction and in the Vertical direction, i.e. at a multiple of 
two, the order of the color components which correspond to 
the pixel data before Subsampling and the order of the color 
components of the pixel data which have been Subsampled 
and read out agree with one another. The shaded pixels in 
FIG. 15 are the pixel positions in the case of reading out at 
a rate of one pixel every five pixels. When performing 
reduction size conversion by Subsampling while reading out 
in this manner, it is only possible to perform Size conversion 
at a reduction ratio by Subsampling at a multiple of two in 
the horizontal direction and the vertical direction respec 
tively, in other words at a fixed reduction ratio like 2/4, 2/6. 
Furthermore, even if it is arranged that the Bayer arrange 
ment after performing reduction size conversion is not 
disturbed, the Spatial frequency is reduced by the SubSam 
pling, which gives rise to the problem of undesirable gen 
eration of moire due to Subsampling. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0008. The objective of the present invention is to provide 
an image data processing apparatus and an electronic camera 
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which perform image data Size conversion processing to 
convert image data Size at any optional ratio without con 
fusing the order of arrangement of the color components of 
image data which have been imaged through a color Sepa 
ration filter Such as one of the Bayer type. 
0009. An image data processing apparatus according to 
the present invention comprises a data Size conversion 
device that changes a data Size of an image data at an 
optional ratio, the image data has a plurality of pixels each 
of which includes any one of a plurality of color compo 
nents, and the plurality of color components being arranged 
in a specific order. The data Size conversion device newly 
calculates a value of color component of each pixel after 
changing the data Size based upon values of color compo 
nents of a plurality of Same color pixels before changing the 
data size, while maintaining the order of arrangement of the 
plurality of color components. 
0010. In this image data processing apparatus, it is pre 
ferred that an interpolation processing device that performs 
interpolation processing to obtain a value of color compo 
nent that a corresponding pixel does not possess, is further 
provided. The data Size conversion device changes the data 
Size of the image data before the image data is Subjected to 
interpolation processing by the interpolation processing 
device. In this case, it is preferred that a changeover device 
that changes over image data to be Supplied to the interpo 
lation device between image data a data Size of which has 
been changed by the data Size conversion device and image 
data a data Size of which has not been changed by the data 
size conversion device, is further provided. The interpola 
tion processing device performs the interpolation processing 
with a common algorithm on both the image data the data 
Size of which has been changed and the image data the data 
Size of which has not been changed. 
0011. Also, it is preferred that the data size conversion 
device calculates the value of color component of each pixel 
after changing the data Size by taking a relative positional 
relationship between the each pixel after changing the data 
Size and the plurality of Same color pixels before changing 
the data size. 

0012. An image data processing apparatus according to 
the present invention comprises: a color Separation device in 
which a plurality of color filters, each of which passes light 
of one of a plurality of color components, are arranged in a 
Specified order, and which Separates an image of a Subject 
into the plurality of color components, an imaging device 
which images the image of the Subject which has been 
color-Separated by the color Separation device with a plu 
rality of pixels; an A/D conversion device which A/D 
converts an image Signal outputted from the imaging device; 
and a data Size conversion device which changes a data Size 
of the image data after A/D conversion at an optional ratio. 
The data Size conversion device newly calculates a value of 
color component of each pixel after changing the data Size 
based upon values of color components of a plurality of 
Same color pixels before changing the data size, while 
maintaining the order of arrangement of the plurality of 
color components. 
0013 An electronic camera according to the present 
invention comprises: a color Separation device in which a 
plurality of color filters, each of which passes light of one of 
a plurality of color components, are arranged in a Specified 
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order, and which Separates an image of a Subject into the 
plurality of color components, an imaging device which 
images the image of the Subject which has been color 
Separated by the color Separation device with a plurality of 
pixels, an A/D conversion device which A/D converts an 
image Signal outputted from the imaging device; and a data 
Size conversion device which changes a data size of the 
image data after A/D conversion at an optional ratio. The 
data Size conversion device newly calculates a value of color 
component of each pixel after changing the data Size based 
upon values of color components of a plurality of Same color 
pixels before changing the data size, while maintaining the 
order of arrangement of the plurality of color components. 
0.014) An image data processing method according to the 
present invention comprises: obtaining an image data that 
has a plurality of pixels each of which includes any one of 
a plurality of color components which are arranged in a 
Specific order; and changing a data Size of the image data at 
an optional ratio. And a value of color component of each 
pixel after changing the data Size is newly calculated based 
upon values of color components of a plurality of Same color 
pixels before changing the data Size in order to change the 
data Size while maintaining the order of arrangement of the 
plurality of color components. 
0.015. A computer-readable computer program product 
according to the present invention containing a control 
program for image data Size conversion processing. The 
control program comprises instructions of obtaining an 
image data that has a plurality of pixels each of which 
includes any one of a plurality of color components which 
are arranged in a specific order; and changing a data Size of 
the image data at an optional ratio. And a value of color 
component of each pixel after changing the data Size is 
newly calculated based upon values of color components of 
a plurality of Same color pixels before changing the data Size 
in order to change the data Size while maintaining the order 
of arrangement of the plurality of color components. 
0016. In this computer-readable computer program prod 
uct, it is preferred that the computer-readable computer 
program product is a recording medium on which the control 
program is recorded. 
0.017. Also, it is preferred that the computer-readable 
computer program product is a carrier wave in which the 
control program is embodied as a data Signal. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0.018 FIG. 1 is a figure showing the structure of a single 
lens refleX electronic Still camera which is an embodiment of 
the present invention. 
0.019 FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a 
Signal processing System in this single lens refleX electronic 
Still camera. 

0020 FIG. 3 is a block diagram for explanation of a 
circuit which performs line processing in the Signal proceSS 
ing system shown in FIG. 2. 
0021 FIG. 4 is a block diagram for explanation of a 
circuit which performs block processing in the Signal pro 
cessing system shown in FIG. 2. 
0022 FIG. 5 is a figure showing a color separation filter 
in the Bayer arrangement. 
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0023 FIG. 6 is a figure for explanation of the details of 
the processing performed by a G interpolation circuit. 
0024 FIG. 7 is a figure for explanation of the details of 
the processing performed by a band pass filter. 
0025 FIG. 8 is a figure for explanation of the details of 
the processing performed by a low pass filter. 
0026 FIG. 9 is a figure for explanation of the details of 
the processing performed by a color difference Signal gen 
eration circuit. 

0027 FIG. 10 is a figure showing an example of data 
which is processed by an interpolation/LPF circuit. 
0028 FIG. 11 is a figure for explanation of the details of 
the processing performed by this interpolation/LPF circuit. 
0029 FIG. 12 is a figure for explanation of the details of 
the processing performed by a median circuit. 
0030 FIG. 13 is a flowchart shoiwg a program which is 
Started when a full press Switch is actuated. 
0031 FIG. 14 is a figure showing a color separation filter 
arranged according to the complementary color filter 
arrangement method. 
0032 FIG. 15 is a figure for explanation of a subsam 
pling procedure for image data which have been imaged 
through a color Separation filter of the Bayer type. 
0033 FIG. 16 is a figure illustrating that an image data 
Size conversion processing program is provided via a record 
ing medium or a telecommunication line. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

0034. In the following, embodiments of the present 
invention will be explained with reference to the figures. 
0035 Embodiment 1 
0036) As shown in FIG. 1, the single lens reflex elec 
tronic Still camera according to the present invention is 
comprised of a camera main body 70, a viewfinder device 80 
which can be fitted to or removed from the camera main 
body 70, and an interchangeable lens 90 which comprises a 
photographic lens 91 and an aperture 92 and which can be 
fitted to or removed from the camera main body 70. Light 
from a photographic Subject enters into the camera main 
body 70 through the interchangeable lens 90, and, before 
shutter release, is directed by a quick return mirror 71 which 
is in its position shown by the dotted lines into the view 
finder device 80, where it is focused into an image upon a 
viewfinder matte 81. This image of the photographic subject 
is also directed by a pentaprism 82 into an eyepiece lens 83. 
On the other hand, after Shutter release, the quick return 
mirror 71 is rotated to its position shown by solid lines in the 
figure, and the light from the photographic Subject passes 
through a shutter 72 and forms an image upon an imaging 
device 73. Before shutter release, the image of the photo 
graphic Subject is incident via a prism 84 and an imaging 
lens 85 upon a white balance sensor 86, and this white 
balance sensor 86 detects the color temperature of the 
photographic Subject. 

0037 FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the single lens reflex 
electronic Still camera according to the first preferred 



US 2002/0044778A1 

embodiment. A half preSS Signal and a full preSS Signal are 
respectively inputted to a CPU 21 from a half press Switch 
22 and a full press Switch 23, both of which are actuated by 
the operation of a shutter release button not shown in the 
figures. Furthermore, an actuation signal from a resize 
Switch 40 for converting the data Size of the image data is 
inputted to the CPU 21. When the half press signal is 
inputted to the CPU 21, the CPU 21 controls the operation 
of a CCD 26 of the imaging device 73 via a timing generator 
24 and a driver 25. The operational timings of an analog 
Signal processing circuit 27 and of an A/D conversion circuit 
28 are controlled by the output signal of the timing generator 
24. Furthermore, the CPU21 controls the driving of a white 
balance detection processing circuit 35. A color filter is 
provided upon the pixel region of the CCD 26. 
0038. When subsequently to the actuation to ON of the 
half press Switch 22 the full press Switch 23 is actuated to 
ON, the quick return mirror 71 is rotated to its upper 
position. The light from the photographic Subject which 
passes through the interchangeable lens 90 is focused 
thereby into an image upon the light reception Surface of the 
CCD 26, and Signal electric charges are accumulated in the 
CCD 26 according to the brightness of the image of the 
photographic Subject. These signal electric charges accumu 
lated in the CCD 26 are emitted by the driver 25 and are 
inputted to the analog signal processing unit 27 which 
comprises an AGC circuit and a CDS circuit. This analog 
Signal processing circuit 27 performs analog processing Such 
as gain control, noise removal and the like upon the analog 
image signal which has been inputted. The image signal 
after this analog processing is converted into a digital Signal 
by the A/D conversion circuit 28. The image data which has 
been thus converted into digital format is fed to an image 
processing circuit 29 which may for example be an ASIC, 
which performs image pre-processing Such as white balance 
adjustment, contour compensation, gamma correction, and 
the like. 

0.039 The white balance detection processing circuit 35 
comprises a white balance sensor 35A (the white balance 
sensor 86 of FIG. 1) which is a color temperature sensor, an 
A/D conversion circuit 35B which converts the analog 
signal from the white balance sensor 35A into a digital 
signal, and a CPU 35C which generates a white balance 
adjustment Signal based upon this digital color temperature 
Signal. The white balance Sensor 35A may, for example, 
comprise a plurality of photoelectric conversion elements 
for red light, blue light and green light each of which has its 
own characteristic Sensitivity, and Said white balance Sensor 
35A receives light from the image of the photographic field 
as a whole. The CPU 35C calculates a R-gain and a B-gain 
based upon the output of a plurality of photoelectric con 
version elements. These calculated gains are transferred to 
predetermined registers of the CPU 21 and are stored 
therein. Furthermore, the white balance sensor 86 of FIG. 1 
may be constituted by a two dimensional CCD of 24 
columnsx20 rows. In this case, the CCD is divided into 16 
regions, and in each of the regions there is arranged a 
plurality of elements, each of which has its own Sensitivity 
to red light, blue light or green light. 

0040. If the resize Switch 40 is set for image size con 
version, the digital image data which has thus been pre 
processed is further Subjected to image data Size conversion 
processing. The image data after resize processing is then 
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Subjected to format processing (image post-processing) for 
JPEG compression, and then is temporarily stored in a buffer 
memory 30. 
0041. This image data which has been stored in the buffer 
memory 30 is processing into image data for display by a 
display image generation circuit 31, and is then displayed 
upon an external monitor 32 Such as a LCD or the like as the 
result of photography. Furthermore, this image data which 
has been stored in the buffer memory 30 is also subjected to 
data compression at a predetermined compression ratio by 
the JPEG method, and is then stored upon a recording 
medium 34 Such as a compact flash memory card (CF card) 
or the like. 

0042 FIGS. 3 and 4 are block diagrams showing the 
details of the image processing circuit 29. FIG. 3 shows a 
line processing circuit 100 which performs line by line 
Signal processing upon the image data from the CCD26. The 
12 bit R, G, and B signals which are outputted from the A/D 
conversion circuit 28 are subjected to the abovementioned 
image pre-processing. And FIG. 4 shows a block processing 
circuit 200 which performs signal processing upon the 
image data which have been processed by the line proceSS 
ing circuit 100 for each n X m pixels data at a time, in other 
words one block at a time. Image post-processing may be 
performed upon the image data in the manner described 
above for each 20x20 pixel region, for each 16x16 pixel 
region, for each 12x12 pixel region, or for each 8x8 pixel 
region, as appropriate. It should be understood that, in this 
Specification, the image processing circuit 29 will be 
explained in terms of a hardware implementation thereof for 
the convenience of description, although in actual fact it 
could be implemented in Software by utilizing a plurality of 
processors. 

0043. In FIG.3, the line processing circuit 100 is shown 
as being comprised of a defect correction circuit 101, a 
digital clamp circuit 102, again circuit 103, a white balance 
circuit 104, a black level circuit 105, a gamma correction 
circuit 106, and an average value and histogram calculation 
circuit 107. 

0044) The defect correction circuit 101 corrects the data 
in the output of the CCD 26, each line at a time in point order 
(point by point), for any pixels which has any defect (which 
are specified in advance, and whose addresses are Set into 
registers of the CPU 21). For each line at a time in point 
order, the digital clamp circuit 102 Subtracts from the Signal 
for each pixel of this line outputted by the CCD 26 the 
weighted average of the Signals from a plurality of pixels, 
which are thus used as So-called optical black. For each line 
at a time in the output of the CCD 26 in point order, the gain 
circuit 103 impartially multiplies each of the R, G, and B 
signals which are outputted from the CCD 26 by a prede 
termined gain, and also performs deviation correction of the 
sensitivity of the CCD 26 for the G signal. Moreover, the 
gain circuit 103 also performs deviation correction of Sen 
sitivity ratio of the CCD 26 for the R and B signals. 
0045. For each line at a time in the output of the CCD 26 
in point order, the white balance circuit 104 multiplies the R 
and B Signals by the white balance adjustment coefficients 
which are determined in advance as described above and are 
stored in advance in the registers of the CPU 21, in other 
words by the R gain and the B gain. Based upon the image 
data which have been corrected by this white balance circuit 
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104, the white balance is further subjected to fine adjustment 
by a white balance fine adjustment circuit which will be 
described hereinafter. For each line at a time in the output of 
the CCD 26 in point order, the black level circuit 105 adds 
to each of the R, G, and B Signals a value which is 
determined in advance and is stored in a register of the CPU 
21. And the gamma correction circuit 106 performs gamma 
correction using a gradation look up table for each line at a 
time in the output of the CCD 26 in point order. It should be 
understood that the 12 bit R, G, and B signals are converted 
by this gamma correction into 8 bit RGB data. 
0046) The average value and histogram calculation cir 
cuit 107 extracts from within the image data after gamma 
correction the image data for a 512x512 region which is 
Specified, for example, by taking the central portion of the 
focus detection region as a center, and calculates a RF-gain 
for white balance fine adjustment for the R signal and a 
BF-gain for white balance fine adjustment for the B signal 
using the following Equations (1) and (2). These calculated 
values for the RF-gain and the BF-gain are Stored in registers 
of the CPU 21. FIG. 5 is a figure showing a color separation 
filter which is arranged over the pixel region of the CCD 26 
and which utilizes the Bayer arrangement. For example, if 
an arrangement of color filters like that shown in FIG. 5 is 
provided over the above mentioned specified 512x512 pixel 
region, the average values of the R, G, and B Signals are 
calculated by using the Equations (3) through (5), and, as 
shown in Equations (1) and (2), the RF-gain and the BF-gain 
for white balance fine adjustment are calculated from the 
ratio of the average value G-ave of the G signal to the 
average value R-ave of the R Signal, and the ratio of the 
average value G-ave of the G Signal to the average value 
B-ave of the B signal, respectively. 
0047 Equations 1 

BF-gain=G-ave/B-ave (2) 

0048 in which: 
R-ave=R-sum/R-pixel number (3) 
G-ave=G-sum/G-pixel number (4) 
B-ave=B-sum/B-pixel number (5) 

0049. It has been found by experience that excellent 
results are obtained for adjustment of white balance (the 
overall white balance) by this average value method in 
which the average values for gradation of each of the R, G, 
and B Signals resulting from the input data are obtained. 
0050. In FIG. 4, the block processing circuit 200 is 
comprised of a white balance fine adjustment circuit 210, an 
image data Size conversion processing circuit 240, a 
changeover circuit 250, and an interpolation/contour pro 
cessing circuit 220. The white balance fine adjustment 
circuit 210 performs fine adjustment of the white balance, 
with respect to the R signal and the B Signal which are Stored 
in the buffer memory 30 after the above described process 
ing up to the gamma correction circuit 106, by multiplying 
each of the R and B Signals in the Specified pixel region by, 
respectively, the RF-gain and the BF-gain which are used for 
white balance fine adjustment and which have been calcu 
lated by the average value circuit 107. 

0051) If data size conversion has been set by the use of 
the resize Switch 40, the image data Size conversion pro 
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cessing circuit 240 converts the amount of data, in other 
words the data size, which has been generated for one 
photographic frame of image data without performing any 
Subsampling process. The image data after data Size con 
version is outputted as image data for each 20x20 pixel 
region. The present invention is distinguished in particular 
by the fact that data Size conversion is performed without 
discarding the order of the color components which corre 
sponds to the arrangement of the color components of the 
color Separation filter which is disposed over the pixel 
region of the CCD 26, and moreover without lowering the 
Spatial frequency of the image data. During conversion of 
the data size, it goes without Saying that information relating 
to the contours of the photographic Subject and So on is 
preserved. 
0052. In this description of the first preferred embodi 
ment of the present invention, the example will be employed 
of performing Size conversion for a Single frame by an area 
ratio of 9/16, in other words when resizing the data size in 
both the vertical direction and the horizontal direction by a 
ratio of 3/4. The term of resizing means that a new image 
data which has pixels a number of which is different from 
and values of which are different from the image data before 
resizing is generated and that a new pixel plane which has 
a Spatial frequency different from one in the image data 
before resizing is generated. The resizing process calculates 
the data for one pixel by linear interpolation by using data 
of the same color Signals which correspond to two adjacent 
pixels which position every two pixels. In this 3/4 resizing 
process, the data for three pixels is calculated per the data for 
each four pixels. The term of calculating by liner interpo 
lation means, as mentioned hereinafter, that weighted coef 
ficients are obtained by taking the relative positional rela 
tionship between pixels before resizing and new pixels 
generated by resizing into account and a weighted addition 
is performed with the weighted coefficients. As a result, a 
pixel position after resizing is not overlapped with a pixel 
position after resizing and a new plane which has a Spatial 
frequency different from a plane before resizing is gener 
ated. 

0053. In the horizontal direction, the first RGRG ... line 
shown in FIG. 5 will be considered. For example, let the 
target pixel n be the one in the first row and the first column 
which provides a R signal. The values of the R component 
and the G component after the resizing procedure are 
calculated according to the following Equations (6) through 
(11): 
0054) Equations 2) 

0055 According to the above Equations (6) through (11), 
for the R component, the three R components R(1,1), R(1,3), 
and R(1.5) in the group of target pixels from n to (n+8), in 
other words in a range over which 5 R Signals are obtained, 
are calculated at almost equal intervals in the horizontal 
direction. Furthermore, for the G component, the three G 
components G(1,2), G(1,4), and G(1,6) in the group of target 
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pixels from (n+1) to (n+9), in other words in a range over 
which 5 G Signals are obtained, are calculated at almost 
equal intervals in the horizontal direction. When calculating 
the data for each of the three colors using Equations (6) 
through (11), the next data are calculated by taking the target 
pixel (n+8) as the new target pixel. Accordingly the 3/4 
resizing procedure calculates three data elements from four, 
Since among the groups described above of 5 R Signals and 
G Signals the end one overlaps the first one of the next group. 
0056 Next, again in the horizontal direction, the second 
GBGB... line shown in FIG. 5 will be considered. Taking 
the target pixel n as the one in the Second row and the first 
column which provides a G Signal, then the values of the G 
component and the B component after the resizing proce 
dure are calculated according to the following Equations 
(12) through (17): 
0057 Equations 3 

0.058 According to the above Equations (12) through 
(17), for the G component, the three G components G(2,1), 
G(2,3), and G(2,5) in the group of target pixels from n to 
(n+8), in other words in a range over which 5G signals are 
obtained, are calculated at almost equal intervals in the 
horizontal direction. Furthermore, for the B component, the 
three B components B(2.2), B(2.4), and B(2,6) in the group 
of target pixels from (n+1) to (n+9), in other words in a range 
over which 5B Signals are obtained, are calculated at almost 
equal intervals in the horizontal direction. When calculating 
the data for each of the three colors using Equations (12) 
through (17), the next data are calculated by taking the target 
pixel (n+8) as the new target pixel n. Accordingly the 3/4 
resizing procedure calculates three data elements from four, 
Since among the groups described above of 5 G Signals and 
B Signals the end one overlaps the first one of the next group. 
The RGRG . . . line and the GBGB . . . line before size 
conversion respectively become a RGRG . . . line and a 
GBGB. . . line after size conversion, and thus the order of 
arrangement of the color components in each line before and 
after the resizing procedure is the Same. 
0059. The same procedure is performed for resizing the 
image data, which has been resized in the horizontal direc 
tion, in the Vertical direction. Since the order of arrangement 
of the color components is the same before and after the 
resizing procedure, as described above, this procedure for 
the vertical direction will be explained with reference to 
FIG. 5. In this figure, for the RGRG line in the first column, 
taking the target pixel m as the one in the first row and the 
first column which provides a R Signal, then the values of the 
R component and the G component after the resizing pro 
cedure are calculated according to the following Equations 
(18) through (23): 
0060) Equations 4 
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0061 According to the above Equations (18) through 
(23), for the R component, the three R components R(1,1), 
R(3,1), and R(5,1) in the group of target pixels from m to 
(m+8), in other words in a range over which 5 R Signals are 
obtained, are calculated at almost equal intervals in the 
Vertical direction. Furthermore, for the G component, the 
three G components G(2,1), G(4,1), and G(6,1) in the group 
of target pixels from (m+1) to (m+9), in other words in a 
range over which 5G Signals are obtained, are calculated at 
almost equal intervals in the vertical direction. When cal 
culating the data for each of the three colors using Equations 
(18) through (23), the next data are calculated by taking the 
target pixel (m+8) as the new target pixel. Accordingly the 
3/4 resizing procedure calculates three data elements from 
four, Since among the groups described above of 5 R Signals 
and G Signals the end one overlaps the first one of the next 
grOup. 

0062 Next, again in the vertical direction, the second 
GBGB . . . column shown in FIG. 5 will be considered. 
Taking the target pixel m as the one in the first row and the 
Second column which provides a G Signal, then the values of 
the G component and the B component after the resizing 
procedure are calculated according to the following Equa 
tions (24) through (29): 
0063 Equations 5 

0065 According to the above Equations (24) through 
(29), for the G component, the three G components G(1,2), 
G(3.2), and G(5.2) in the group of target pixels from m to 
(m+8), in other words in a range over which 5G Signals are 
obtained, are calculated at almost equal intervals in the 
vertical direction. Furthermore, for the B component, the 
three B components B(2.2), B(4.2), and B(6.2) in the group 
of target pixels from (m+1) to (m+9), in other words in a 
range over which 5 B Signals are obtained, are calculated at 
almost equal intervals in the vertical direction. When cal 
culating the data for each of the three colors using Equations 
(24) through (29), the next data are calculated by taking the 
target pixel (m+8) as the new target pixel m. Accordingly the 
3/4 resizing procedure calculates three data elements from 
four, Since among the groups described above of 5 G signals 
and B Signals the end one overlaps the first one of the next 
group. The RGRG ... line and the GBGB . . . line before 
Size conversion respectively become a RGRG ... line and 
a GBGB... line after size conversion, and thus the order of 
arrangement of the color components in each line before and 
after the resizing procedure is the Same. 
0066 AS explained above, by performing resizing pro 
cessing by a ratio of 3/4 in both the horizontal direction and 
in the vertical direction, it is possible to convert the amount 
of data which is generated for one photographic image to 
9/16 of its size. It should be understood that, although for the 
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convenience of explanation the calculation procedures for 
the horizontal direction and for the vertical direction have 
been explained as being done Separately, in actual fact, the 
calculation procedures in both these directions may be 
performed together as a matrix calculation. The results are 
the same when performing these calculations for the two 
directions together, as if they were to be performed Sepa 
rately and independently. 
0067. The changeover circuit 250, upon commands from 
the CPU 21 (see FIG. 2), outputs to the interpolation/ 
contour processing circuit 220 either the image data for the 
20x20 pixel region which is output in order from the white 
balance fine adjustment circuit 210, or the image data for the 
20x20 pixel region which is output in order from the image 
data Size conversion processing circuit 240. 
0068 The interpolation/contour processing circuit 220 
performs formatting procedures for data compression 
according to the JPEG method for the block data of each 
20x20 pixel region in order, for the image data after white 
balance fine adjustment, or after image data Size conversion. 
AS results of this formatting procedure a Y signal of a 16x8 
pixel region, a Cb signal of an 8x8 pixel region, and a Cr 
Signal of an 8x8 pixel region are generated. The luminance 
signal Y includes a luminance signal Y1 for the low fre 
quency component of the G signal and a contour Signal Y2 
for its high frequency component, as will be described 
hereinafter. 

0069. This interpolation/contour processing circuit 220 is 
comprised of a G interpolation circuit 221, a band pass filter 
(BPF) 222, a clip circuit 223, again circuit 224, a low pass 
filter (LPF) 225, a color difference signal generation circuit 
226, an interpolation/low pass filter (LPF) circuit 228, a 
matrix circuit 229, an adder 230, and a median circuit 232. 

0070 The G interpolation circuit 221 calculates by inter 
polation the G component for the pixel regions of the R 
Signal or the B signal for the data in the 16x16 pixel region 
around the center of each block signal for each 20x20 pixel 
region of the image data which is inputted from the white 
balance fine adjustment circuit 210, or from the image data 
Size conversion processing circuit 240. In other words, as 
shown in FIG. 6, for the input data set D20 for a 20x20 pixel 
region, the G interpolation circuit 221 calculates the G 
component of the vacancy (which is the pixel in the third 
row and the third column, and provides a B signal) in the 
middle of the 5x5 pixel data region D51 (from row 1 column 
1 to row 5 column 5), and substitutes this value as the G 
component of the pixel in the third row and the third column 
of the output data set D16 (in which the “B” is surrounded 
by a circle) of the 16x16 pixel region. 
0071 Next, with regard to the input data set D20 of the 
20x20 pixel region, the G component of the vacancy (which 
is the pixel in the fourth row and the fourth column, and 
provides a R Signal) in the center of the 5x5 pixel data region 
D52 (from the second row second column to the sixth row 
Sixth column) is calculated, and this value is Substituted as 
the G component of the pixel in the fourth row and the fourth 
column of the output data set D16 (in which the “R” is 
surrounded by a circle) of the 16x16 pixel region. By 
repeating this type of procedure, the G interpolation proce 
dure is performed for all the vacancies of the 16x16 pixel 
region, and thus the output data Set D16 is obtained. And on 
the one hand the output data set D12 from this 12x12 pixel 
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region is outputted respectively to the band pass filter 222 
and the low pass filter 225, while on the other hand the 
output data set D16 from the 16x16 pixel region is outputted 
to the color difference Signal generation circuit 226. 
0072 The band pass filter 222 extracts the medium 
frequency component from the G signal of the 12x12 pixel 
region which is outputted from the G interpolation circuit 
221 (however, this is the frequency component which is high 
enough to be able to extract the contour of the photographic 
Subject, and it may for convenience be termed the high 
frequency component) In other words, as shown in FIG. 7, 
for the input data set D12 for a 12x12 pixel region, the BPF 
output data is obtained by multiplying the 5x5 pixel region 
data D5 (from row 5 column 5 to row 9 column 9) by the 
band pass filter coefficient, and this value is Substituted as 
the data item (the bold “G”) in the seventh row and seventh 
column of the output data set D8 of the 8x8 pixel region. By 
repeating this type of procedure, all of the pixel data for the 
8x8 pixel region is substituted with the G data after BPF, and 
thus the output data Set D8 is generated. 
0073. The clip circuit 223 clips and cuts each element in 
the 8x8 pixel data region D8 which is output from the band 
pass filter 222 to a Set level. The gain circuit 224 multiplies 
the output of the clip circuit 223 by a gain which is Set in 
advance. 

0074 The low pass filter 225 extracts the low frequency 
component in the G signal of the 12x12 pixel region which 
is outputted from the G interpolation circuit 221. In other 
words, as shown in FIG. 8, for the input data region D12 of 
the 12x12 pixel region, the 5x5 pixel data region D5 (from 
the fifth row and fifth column to the ninth row and ninth 
column) is multiplied by the low pass filter coefficient and 
the LPF output data is obtained, and this value is substituted 
as the data (the hatched region) for the Seventh row and 
seventh column of the 8x8 pixel region output data set D8. 
0075. By repeating this type of procedure, all of the pixel 
data for the 8x8 pixel region is substituted with the G data 
after LPF, and thus the output data set D8 is generated. 
0076. The color difference signal generation circuit 226, 
as shown in FIG. 9, generates intermediate data D16-3 
which include a (B-G) Signal and a (R-G) signal, based upon 
the RGB signal input data D16-1 for the 16x16 pixel region 
and the G signal input data D16-2 for the 16x16 pixel region 
which has been outputted from the G interpolation circuit 
221, among the image data which has been inputted from the 
white balance fine adjustment circuit 210 or the image data 
Size conversion processing circuit 240. Furthermore, the 
intermediate data D16-3 is separated into output data D16-4 
of a (B-G) color difference signal and output data D16-5 of 
a (R-G) color difference Signal. 
0077. The interpolation/LPF circuit 228 inputs the 8 bit 
(B-G) Signal and (R-G) signal of the 16x16 pixel region 
which are outputted from the color difference Signal gen 
eration circuit 226, performs interpolation calculation for 
this (B-G) Signal and (R-G) Signal one 5x5 pixel region at 
a time, and also Simultaneously performs a low pass filtering 
procedure in which it extracts the low band Signal therefrom, 
So that as a result it outputs a (B-G) Signal and a (R-G) signal 
of a 12x12 pixel region to the Cb and Cr matrix sections of 
the matrix circuit 229 respectively. Furthermore, a (B-G) 
Signal and a (R-G) Signal of a 8x8 pixel region are outputted 
to a Y matrix section of the matrix circuit 229. 
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0078. When the R-G data for the 5x5 pixel region are as 
shown in FIG. 10, the above described interpolation calcu 
lation and low pass filtering procedure are given by the 
following Equation (30): 
0079 Equations 6 

EQUATIONS 6 

0080 where kc1-kc9 and Ktr-g are coefficients. 
0081 Generally, if both an interpolation filter and a band 
limiting LPF are performed at the same time, there is a 
limitation upon the filter coefficient, as follows. For the sake 
of clarity, the concept will be explained in terms of a Single 
dimension. It will be Supposed that, among the Sampling 
points after interpolation, the actual Sampling points are at a 
period of N. For example, Suppose that the Sampling points 
after interpolation area, a,b,b, a, a, b, b, ... where the points 
a are actual Sampling points and the points b are interpolated 
points. Thus in this example the period N is 4. When 
performing interpolation with an odd-number degree Sym 
metrical digital filter of (2n+1) degree (where (2n+1) is 
larger than N), if the actual sampling points are uniform, it 
is necessary for the Sampling points after interpolation also 
to be uniform, which implies that the filter coefficients are 
constrained as described below. 

0082) If the k-th filter coefficient is termed C(k), it is 
necessary for N Sets of the Sum of coefficients to be equal to 
one another. 

EQUATIONS 7 

0.083. Here, as filter coefficient indices, i is an integer 
greater than or equal to Zero and less than or equal to (2n+1), 
while k is an integer greater than or equal to Zero and leSS 
than n. 

0084. In the two dimensional case, it will be acceptable 
to construct a two dimensional filter by implementing 
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together two filters which are constrained in the same 
manner in the horizontal direction and in the vertical direc 
tion respectively. In this first preferred embodiment of the 
present invention, N is equal to 2 since the Sampling points 
are interpolated at a period of two pixels as shown in FIGS. 
5 and 10, and the Sums of the odd numbered filter coeffi 
cients and the Sums of the even numbered filter coefficients 
must be equal. In other words, 

XC(2*i)=XC(2*i+1) 
0085 And, in the two dimensional case, with a 5 
degreex5 degree Symmetrical type filter as in the above 
mentioned Equation (30), a following equation is achieved. 

2*kc6+2*kc8 

0086 As an example, the case will be explained of 
performing interpolation/LPF processing upon the (R-G) 
signal while referring to FIG. 11. For the (R-G) signal of the 
input data set D16 for the 16x16 pixel region, the data set D5 
for the 5x5 pixel region (from the third row third column to 
the seventh row seventh column) is multiplied by the 
interpolation/LPF filter coefficient, and the (R-G) data for its 
central region (the fifth row and the fifth column) are 
calculated, and this is Substituted as the fifth row fifth 
column data element in the output data set D12 for the 
12x12 pixel region By repeating this type of procedure, all 
of the pixel data for the 12x12 pixel region for the (R-G) 
Signal is Subjected to interpolation/LPF processing, and thus 
the output data Set D12 is obtained. The same procedure is 
performed for the (B-G) signal, and thus the output data for 
the 12x12 pixel region is generated. 
0087. The matrix circuit 229 comprises a Y matrix sec 
tion, a Cb matrix section, and a Cr matrix section. The Y 
matrix Section inputs the (B-G) signal and the (R-G) signal 
of the 8x8 pixel region from the interpolation/LPF circuit 
228, and also inputs the G signal of the 8x8 pixel region 
from the low pass filter 225, and generates a luminance 
signal Y1 for the low frequency component of the 8x8 pixel 
region according to the following Equation (31). 
0088. Equation 8 

0090 where Mkg, Mkr1, and Mkb1 are matrix coeffi 
cients. 

0091. The Cb matrix section and the Cr matrix section 
respectively input the (B-G) Signal and the (R-G) Signal of 
the 12x12 pixel region from the interpolation/LPF circuit 
228, and respectively generate a Cb Signal and a Cr Signal 
of the 12x12 pixel region according to the following Equa 
tions (32) and (33). 

0093 where Mkr2, Mkr3, Mkb2 and Mkb3 are matrix 
coefficients. 

0094. The adder 230 adds together the luminance signal 
Y1 of the low frequency component of the 8x8 pixel region 
which is outputted from the matrix circuit 229, and the 
contour extraction signal Y2 of the high frequency compo 
nent of the 8x8 pixel region which is outputted from the gain 
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circuit 224. This contour extraction signal Y2 which is 
outputted from the gain circuit 224 consists of the high 
frequency component extracted from the G signal of the 
16x16 pixel region which has been G interpolated, in other 
words of an extracted contour. Accordingly a luminance/ 
contour extraction signal Y(Y1+Y2) for the image as a 
whole is calculated by adding together in the adder 230 the 
luminance Signal Y1 which is calculated according to the 
above Equation (31) and the contour extraction signal Y2 
which is calculated by the gain circuit 224. The result of this 
addition is stored in the buffer memory 30. 

0.095 The median circuit 233 inputs the Cb signal and the 
CrSignal of the 12x12 pixel region which are outputted from 
the matrix circuit 229, performs median processing by 
utilizing the nine points of 3x3 pixels which are included in 
the 5x5 pixel region, and outputs the Cb signal and the Cr 
Signal of the 8x8 pixels. 

0096. In the median processing procedure of this first 
preferred embodiment of the present invention, as shown in 
FIG. 12, among the data D12 (these data elements are 
marked with black dots) for the 12x12 pixels, the median 
filtering procedure is performed upon the nine data elements 
D3-5 (marked with “X”) of 3x3 pixels (from the fifth row 
fifth column to the ninth row ninth column) which are 
included in a 5x5 pixel region. In other words, these nine 
elements of data are Sorted into ascending or descending 
order, and the median value thereof is taken as the data value 
after median processing. And the data item after median 
processing which is obtained is Substituted as the output data 
item D8 in the seventh row seventh column of the 8x8 
pixels. By repeating this type of procedure, the output data 
D8 of the 8x8 pixels is obtained for the Cb signal and the Cr 
Signal. The output data, consisting of the Cr Signal and the 
Cb signal, is stored in the buffer memory 30. 

0097. For each of the input data elements in the 20x20 
pixel region which has been inputted to the block processing 
circuit 200 as described above, based upon the Y signal of 
the 16x8 pixels which is generated by the adder circuit 230 
and upon the Cr Signal and the Cb signal of the 8x8 pixels 
which are generated by the median circuit 232, the JPEG 
compression circuit 33 extracts as one unit the Y, Cr, and Cb 
signals which have been formatted to an 8x8 pixel by the 
JPEG compression method, and thus compresses the entire 
image by repeating a per Se known compression method. 
The compressed image data are Stored upon the recording 
medium 34 via the CPU 21. 

0098. The operation of an electronic still camera accord 
ing to the above construction will now be explained. When 
the full press Switch 23 is actuated by the shutter release 
button being pressed, the quick return mirror is raised away 
from the optical path, and the execution of the photographic 
Sequence program shown in FIG. 13 is commenced. In a 
step S21, each of the pixels of the CCD 26 accumulates 
electric charge, and after this accumulation has been com 
pleted the accumulated electric charge for all Said pixels is 
read out (discharged) in order. In the next step S22, after the 
read out image Signal has been processed by the analog 
Signal processing circuit 27, it is converted into digital image 
data by the A/D conversion circuit 28. In the next step S23, 
this image data is inputted into the image processing circuit 
29, and the image processing described above is performed. 
This image processing circuit 29 performs procedures Such 
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as white balance adjustment, gamma gradation correction, 
image data Size conversion processing, JPEG formatting 
processing, etc. When this image processing has been com 
pleted the flow of control proceeds to the next step S24, in 
which the image data after image processing is temporarily 
stored in the buffer memory 30. In the next step S25, the 
image data is read out from the buffer memory 30, and this 
data is compressed by the JPEG compression circuit 33 And 
in a Subsequent final Step S26, the image data after com 
pression is Stored upon the recording medium 34, and then 
the procedure shown in FIG. 13 terminates. 
0099. According to the first preferred embodiment of the 
present invention as explained above, the following benefi 
cial effects and results are obtained. 

0100 (1) The image data size conversion processing 
circuit 240 performs resizing processing upon the digital 
image data before the G interpolation processing is per 
formed by the G interpolation circuit 221 interior to the 
interpolation/contour processing circuit 220. For example, 
in the opposite case of performing resizing processing after 
formatting processing has been performed by the interpola 
tion/contour processing circuit 220, it would be necessary to 
perform resizing processing for the Y signal, the Cb signal, 
and the Cr Signal which were calculated by the formatting 
processing, i.e. for an amount of image data equivalent to the 
content of three images. By contrast, according to this first 
preferred embodiment of the present invention, it is suffi 
cient to perform resizing processing for only the amount of 
image data corresponding to a single image containing the 
R, G, and B signals. Accordingly, as compared with the 
alternative case of performing resizing processing for the Y 
Signal, the Cb signal, and the Cr Signal and thus for an 
amount of image data equivalent to the content of three 
images, it is possible greatly to reduce the processing time 
and also the required memory capacity. 
0101 (2) The Bayer arrangement of the color compo 
nents of the image data, in other words of the R, G, and B 
Signals, is preserved both before and after the image data 
Size conversion processing circuit 240 performs the resizing 
processing. Accordingly, the interpolation/contour process 
ing circuit 220, without any relationship with the presence or 
absence of resizing processing, is able to perform block 
processing by unifying nXm pixels (where n and m may be 
20, 16, 12, or 8) and treating them a single block as 
described above. In other words, the data after resizing 
processing and the data which did not perform resizing 
processing can perform block processing with a common 
algorithm. By this means, the image data Size conversion 
processing circuit 240 does not impose any change upon the 
circuitry of a conventional electronic Still camera, and can 
easily be added later. 
0102 (3) The image data size conversion processing 
circuit 240 calculates the data for one pixel by linear 
interpolation using the Same color Signals of two pixels each 
of which is from ever tow pixels, So as to reduce the size of 
the data. Accordingly, it is possible to convert at any desired 
reduction ratio, which is different from the case where the 
data Size is converted by a Subsampling procedure. Further 
more, a high quality resized image is obtained in which there 
is no tendency to generation of moire due to Subsampling, 
Since the generation of color artifact and reduction of the 
Spatial frequency are Suppressed by the calculation by linear 
interpolation. 
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0103) In the above described resizing procedure, the data 
for one pixel is calculated by linear interpolation by using 
the data of the same color Signals of the adjacent two pixels 
which have another pixel between them. It would also be 
possible to perform an interpolation procedure based upon a 
Sinc function by using the data of the same color Signals of 
the adjacent five or Six pixels each of which sits every two 
pixels. To explain this with reference to FIG. 5, for example, 
in the case of performing a resizing procedure by 3/4 in both 
the horizontal direction and the Vertical direction, taking the 
position held by the R signal in the first row and first column 
as the target pixel n, the values of the R component and of 
the G component after the resizing procedure in the hori 
Zontal direction are given by the following Equations (34) 
through (39): 
0104) Equations 10 

0105 According to the above Equations (34) through 
(39), for the R component, in the range in which the four R 
Signals from the target pixel (n+4) through (n+10) are 
obtained, the three R components R(1,1), R(1,3), and R(1.5) 
are calculated at almost equal intervals in the horizontal 
direction. Furthermore, for the G component, in the range in 
which the four G signals from the target pixel (n+5) through 
(n+11) are obtained, the three G components G(1,2), G(1,4), 
and G(1,6) are calculated at almost equal intervals in the 
horizontal direction. When three data elements for each 
color are calculated according to the above Equations (34) 
through (39), the next data are calculated by setting the 
target pixel (n+8) as the new target pixel n. The calculations 
for the GBGB . . . line in the horizontal direction are 
identical. The RGRG. line and the GBGB... line before size 
conversion respectively also become the RGRG ... line and 
the GBGB . . . line after size conversion as well, and the 
order of arrangement of the color components before and 
after the resizing procedure is the Same. 
0106 The same procedure is performed in the vertical 
direction upon the image data which have been Subjected to 
the above described resizing procedure in the horizontal 
direction. For the first RGRG . . . column in FIG. 5, taking 
the position held by the R signal in the first row and first 
column as the target pixel m, the values of the R component 
and of the G component after the resizing procedure in the 
horizontal direction are given by the following Equations 
(40) through (45): 
0107 Equations 11 
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8(m+13)}/128 (43) 
R(5,1)={-8(m+6)+16(m+8)+88(n+10)+42(n+12)- 
10(m+14)/128 (44) 
G(6,1)={-8(m+7)+16(m+9)+88(m+11)+42(n+13)- 
10(m+15)}/128 (45) 

0108). If the calculations for the GBGB . . . line in the 
Vertical direction are performed in the same manner, it is 
possible to convert the data which constitute a single pho 
tographic image by 3/4 in both the horizontal direction and 
the vertical direction, in other words to convert the size of 
the entire data set by 9/16. It should be understood that, 
although for the convenience of explanation the calculation 
procedures for the horizontal direction and for the vertical 
direction have been explained as being done Separately, in 
actual fact, the calculation procedures in both these direc 
tions may be performed together as a matrix calculation. The 
results are the same when performing these calculations for 
the two directions together, as if they were to be performed 
Separately and independently. 

01.09 Embodiment 2 
0110. In the following description of the second preferred 
embodiment of the present invention, by way of example, 
the case will be explained of converting the size of a Single 
photographic image by 9/4, in other words of resizing the 
data Size of a single image both in the horizontal direction 
and in the Vertical direction by 3/2. This resizing procedure 
calculates the data for one pixel by linear interpolation using 
the data of the same color Signals of the adjacent two pixels 
each of which is from every two pixels. In this 3/2 resizing 
procedure, the data of three pixels is calculated based upon 
the data of two pixels. 
0111. In the horizontal direction, the first RGRG ... line 
shown in FIG. 5 will be considered. For example, let the 
position held by the R signal upon the first line and the first 
column be taken as the target pixel n. The values of the R 
component and of the G component in the horizontal direc 
tion after the resizing procedure are given by the following 
Equations (46) through (51): 
0112 Equations 12 

0113. According to the above Equations (46) through 
(51), for the R component, the group from the target pixel in 
to (n+4), in other words the three R components R(1,1), 
R(1,3), and R(1.5) are calculated at almost equal intervals in 
the horizontal direction in the range which is held by three 
R Signals. Furthermore, for the G component, the group 
from the target pixel (n+1) to (n+5), in other words the three 
G components G(1,2), G(1,4), and G(1,6) are calculated at 
almost equal intervals in the horizontal direction in the range 
which is held by three G signals. When three data elements 
for each color are calculated according to the above Equa 
tions (46) through (51), the next data set is calculated by 
Setting the target pixel (n+4) as the new target pixel n. 
Accordingly a 3/2 resizing procedure is performed, Since, 
from the group of the three R Signals and three G signals 
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described above, the tail one overlaps the head one of the 
next group, thus ensuring that three data elements are 
calculated from two. The calculations for the GBGB... line 
in the horizontal direction are identical. The RGRG ... line 
and the GBGB. ... line before size conversion respectively 
also become the RGRG... line and the GBGB... line after 
Size conversion as well, and the order of arrangement of the 
color components before and after the resizing procedure is 
the same. 

0114. The same procedure is performed in the vertical 
direction upon the image data which have been Subjected to 
the above described resizing procedure in the horizontal 
direction. For the first RGRG . . . column in FIG. 5, taking 
the position held by the R signal in the first row and first 
column as the target pixel m, the values of the R component 
and of the G component after the resizing procedure in the 
horizontal direction are given by the following Equations 
(52) through (57): 
0115 Equations 13 

0116. When three data elements for each color are cal 
culated according to the above Equations (52) through (57), 
the next data Set is calculated by Setting the target pixel (n+4) 
as the new target pixel n. If the calculations for the GBGB 
... lines in the Vertical direction are performed in the same 
manner, it is possible to convert the data which constitute a 
Single photographic image by 3/2 in both the horizontal 
direction and the vertical direction, in other words to convert 
the size of the entire data set by 9/4. It should be understood 
that, although for the convenience of explanation the calcu 
lation procedures for the horizontal direction and for the 
Vertical direction have been explained as being done sepa 
rately, in actual fact, the calculation procedures in both these 
directions may be performed together as a matrix calcula 
tion. The results are the Same when performing these cal 
culations for the two directions together, as if they were to 
be performed Separately and independently. 

0117. According to the second preferred embodiment of 
the present invention as explained above, it is contrived to 
be able to increase the image data size, since the image data 
Size conversion processing circuit 240 calculates the data for 
one pixel by linear interpolation using the data of the same 
color Signals of the adjacent two pixels which have another 
pixel between them. Furthermore, any desired magnification 
ratio may be employed. Yet further, there is no deterioration 
of the image quality after resizing, Since the generation of 
color artifact and reduction of the Spatial frequency are 
Suppressed by the calculation by linear interpolation. 

0118. In the above described resizing procedure, the data 
for one pixel is calculated by linear interpolation by using 
the data of the same color Signals of the adjacent two pixels 
each of which is from every two pixels. It would also be 
possible to perform an interpolation procedure based upon a 
Sinc function by using the data of the same color Signals of 
the adjacent four pixels each of which sits every two pixels. 
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To explain this with reference to FIG. 5, for example, in the 
case of performing a resizing procedure by 3/2 in both the 
horizontal direction and the vertical direction, taking the 
position held by the R signal in the first row and first column 
as the target pixel n, the values of the R component and of 
the G component after the resizing procedure in the hori 
Zontal direction are given by the following Equations (58) 
through (63): 
0119) Equations 14) 

0120 According to the above Equations (58) through 
(63), for the R component, in the range which is held by the 
three R signals from the target pixel (n+2) to (n+6), the three 
R components R(1,1), R(1,3), and R(1.5) are calculated at 
almost equal intervals in the horizontal direction. Further 
more, for the G component, in the range which is held by the 
three G signals from the target pixel (n+3) to (n+7), the three 
G components G(1,2), G(1,4), and G(1,6) are calculated at 
almost equal intervals in the horizontal direction. When 
three data elements for each color are calculated according 
to the above Equations (58) through (63), the next data set 
is calculated by Setting the target pixel (n+4) as the new 
target pixel n. Accordingly a 3/2 resizing procedure is 
performed, Since, from the group of the three R signals and 
three G signals described above, the tail ones overlap the 
head ones of the next group, thus ensuring that three data 
elements are calculated from two. The calculations for the 
GBGB... lines in the horizontal direction are identical. The 
RGRG . . . lines and the GBGB . . . lines before size 
conversion respectively also become the RGRG . . . lines 
and the GBGB . . . lines after size conversion as well, and 
the order of arrangement of the color components before and 
after the resizing procedure is the Same. 
0121 The same procedure is performed in the vertical 
direction upon the image data which have been Subjected to 
the above described resizing procedure in the horizontal 
direction. For the first RGRG . . . column in FIG. 5, taking 
the position held by the R signal in the first row and first 
column as the target pixel m, the values of the R component 
and of the G component after the resizing procedure in the 
horizontal direction are given by the following Equations 
(64) through (69): 
0.122 Equations 15 

Vertical direction are performed in the same manner, it is 
possible to convert the data which constitute a single pho 
tographic image by 3/2 in both the horizontal direction and 
the vertical direction, in other words to convert the size of 
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the entire data set by 9/4. It should be understood that, 
although for the convenience of explanation the calculation 
procedures for the horizontal direction and for the vertical 
direction have been explained as being done Separately, in 
actual fact, the calculation procedures in both these direc 
tions may be performed together as a matrix calculation. The 
results are the same when performing these calculations for 
the two directions together, as if they were to be performed 
Separately and independently. 
0.124. Although the case of the use of a color separation 

filter of the Bayer type has been explained in the above, it 
is also possible to apply the present invention in the case of 
the complementary color filter arrangement method. FIG. 
14 is a figure for explanation of a color Separation filter in 
which G colored, Ye colored, Cy colored, and Ma colored 
complementary color filters are arranged in correspondence 
with the pixels of the CCD 26. It is also possible to perform 
resizing procedures by the various methods described above 
in this case in which the filters for the Same color component 
are arranged every two pixels in both the horizontal direc 
tion and in the vertical direction in this manner. 

0.125. It should be understood that the present invention 
may also be utilized for image data of a Single color in which 
the entire data that constitutes a Single photographic image 
is constituted by the G component for example. 
0126. In the above description of the first preferred 
embodiment the case was explained of reduction resizing 
processing at an area ratio of 9/16, while with the Second 
preferred embodiment the case of magnification resizing 
processing at an area ratio of 9/4 was explained. The resizing 
procedure of the present invention can be set at will to any 
resizing ratio, and in this aspect it differs from the Simple 
prior art Subsampling procedure. Accordingly, the resizing 
ratio may be set to any desired value, and is not to be 
considered as being limited to the values described above. 
0127. Although in the above described preferred embodi 
ments the case has been explained of application to an 
electronic Still camera, it is also possible, when performing 
the resizing procedure upon a personal computer, to Store the 
image data Size conversion processing circuit 240 in the 
form of Software as an image data Size conversion proceSS 
ing program upon a recording medium Such as a CD-ROM 
or a floppy disk or the like. In Such a case, the image data 
which has been imaged by the CCD and has been converted 
to digital form is Stored upon a recording medium for image 
data of high capacity, and, after this recording medium has 
been Set into a personal computer and the image data has 
been read thereinto, a resizing procedure like the one 
described above is performed by the above described image 
data Size conversion processing program. For example, in 
FIG. 3, it is possible to store the raw original R, G, and B 
output data from the gamma correction circuit 106 upon the 
recording medium 34, to Set this recording medium 34 into 
a personal computer, and to perform the resizing procedure 
upon the raw data. 
0128. Instead of reading in this image data size conver 
Sion processing program from a storage medium upon which 
Said program is Stored by using a personal computer, it 
would also be acceptable to take advantage of a transmission 
medium Such as the internet or the like for transmitting the 
above described image data Size conversion processing 
program. In this case, the above described conversion pro 
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ceSS for the image data Size is performed after the transmit 
ted program has been read into a personal computer. 

0129 FIG. 16 illustrates how this may be achieved. A 
personal computer 300 performs the image data Size con 
version processing explained above. The personal computer 
300 has a function of connecting with a telecommunication 
line 301. A computer 302 is a server computer which 
provides the image data size conversion processing program 
and Stores the image data Size conversion processing pro 
gram in a recording medium such as a hard disk 303. The 
telecommunication line 301 may be a telecommunication 
line for connection with the Internet, for personal computer 
communication or the like or it may be a dedicated tele 
communication line. The computer 302 reads out the image 
data Size conversion processing program Stored in the hard 
disk 303, and transmits the image data Size conversion 
processing program to the personal computer 300 via the 
telecommunication line 301. In other words, the image data 
Size conversion processing program is embodied in a carrier 
wave as a data Signal and is transmitted via the telecommu 
nication line 301. In case of providing the image data Size 
conversion processing program with a recording medium, a 
CD-ROM 304 or the like is employed. Thus, the image data 
Size conversion processing program is provided as various 
kinds of computer-readable computer program product, Such 
as a recording medium, a carrier wave and the like. 
0.130. Although the present invention has been explained 
in terms of its application to a Single lens refleX electronic 
Still camera, it should be understood that the present inven 
tion can also be applied to the case of an electronic Still 
camera which is not equipped with an interchangeable lens, 
or to a digital Video camera which takes a moving image. 

0131 Although in the above described preferred embodi 
ments only one example of the circuit Structure has been 
shown, for example, the following modification thereof is 
also possible. In the G interpolation processing, the BPF 
processing, the LPF processing, and the interpolation/LPF 
processing which are performed by the block processing 
circuit 200, the explanation has been made in terms of 
performing image processing in Single units of any one of 
20x20, 16x16, 12x12, and 8x8 blocks. In correspondence 
there with, the explanation has been made in terms of the 
image data Size conversion processing circuit 240 outputting 
image data after resizing in units of a 20x20 pixel region. 
However, the block size for Such processing is not to be 
considered as being limited to the above cited example 
values, it would also be acceptable, for example, to perform 
the image processing in units of one 5x5 pixel region. 

0.132. In the above explanation, the image data size 
conversion processing circuit 240 performed the resizing 
processing upon the image data after white balance fine 
adjustment. AS described above, it is possible to reduce the 
resize processing time and the memory capacity which is 
required for the resizing procedure by performing the resiZ 
ing procedure before performing the pixel interpolation 
procedure. Accordingly, provided that the resizing proce 
dure is performed upon the image data before the pixel 
interpolation procedure, it does not necessarily need to be 
performed after the white balance fine adjustment, and it 
may be performed, for example, upon the image data after 
it has been digitally clamped by the line processing circuit 
of FIG. 3. 
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0133) To explain the correspondence between the various 
Structural elements mentioned in the claims and the various 
Structural elements of the disclosed preferred embodiments 
of this invention: the R component, the G component, and 
the B component corresponds to the plurality of color 
components, the color Separation filter corresponds to the 
color Separation means, the CCD 26 corresponds to the 
imaging means, the A/D conversion circuit 28 corresponds 
to the A/D conversion means, the image data Size conversion 
processing circuit 240 corresponds to the data size conver 
Sion means, and the interpolation/contour processing circuit 
220 corresponds to the image processing means. 
What is claimed is: 

1. An image data processing apparatus comprising: 
a data Size conversion device that changes a data Size of 

an image data at an optional ratio, the image data 
having a plurality of pixels each of which includes any 
one of a plurality of color components, the plurality of 
color components being arranged in a specific order, 
wherein 

Said data Size conversion device newly calculates a value 
of color component of each pixel after changing the 
data Size based upon values of color components of a 
plurality of Same color pixels before changing the data 
size, while maintaining the order of arrangement of the 
plurality of color components. 

2. An image data processing apparatus according to claim 
1, further comprising: 

an interpolation processing device that performs interpo 
lation processing to obtain a value of color component 
that a corresponding pixel does not possess, wherein 

Said data Size conversion device changes the data Size of 
the image data before the image data is Subjected to 
interpolation processing by Said interpolation process 
ing device. 

3. An image data processing apparatus according to claim 
2, further comprising: 

a changeover device that changes over image data to be 
Supplied to Said interpolation device between image 
data a data Size of which has been changed by Said data 
Size conversion device and image data a data Size of 
which has not been changed by Said data Size conver 
Sion device, wherein 

Said interpolation processing device performs the inter 
polation processing with a common algorithm on both 
the image data the data Size of which has been changed 
and the image data the data Size of which has not been 
changed. 

4. An image data processing apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein 

Said data Size conversion device calculates the value of 
color component of each pixel after changing the data 
Size by taking a relative positional relationship between 
the each pixel after changing the data Size and the 
plurality of Same color pixels before changing the data 
size. 

5. An image data processing apparatus, comprising: 

a color Separation device in which a plurality of color 
filters, each of which passes light of one of a plurality 
of color components, are arranged in a specified order, 
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and which Separates an image of a Subject into Said 
plurality of color components, 

an imaging device which images the image of the Subject 
which has been color-Separated by Said color Separation 
device with a plurality of pixels; 

an A/D conversion device which A/D converts an image 
Signal outputted from Said imaging device; and 

a data Size conversion device which changes a data Size of 
the image data after A/D conversion at an optional 
ratio, wherein 

Said data Size conversion device newly calculates a value 
of color component of each pixel after changing the 
data Size based upon values of color components of a 
plurality of Same color pixels before changing the data 
size, while maintaining the order of arrangement of the 
plurality of color components. 

6. An electronic camera comprising: 

a color Separation device in which a plurality of color 
filters, each of which passes light of one of a plurality 
of color components, are arranged in a specified order, 
and which Separates an image of a Subject into Said 
plurality of color components, 

an imaging device which images the image of the Subject 
which has been color-Separated by Said color Separation 
device with a plurality of pixels; 

an A/D conversion device which A/D converts an image 
Signal outputted from Said imaging device; and 

a data Size conversion device which changes a data Size of 
the image data after A/D conversion at an optional 
ratio, wherein 

Said data Size conversion device newly calculates a value 
of color component of each pixel after changing the 
data Size based upon values of color components of a 
plurality of Same color pixels before changing the data 
size, while maintaining the order of arrangement of the 
plurality of color components. 

7. An image data processing method comprising: 

obtaining an image data that has a plurality of pixels each 
of which includes any one of a plurality of color 
components which are arranged in a Specific order; and 

changing a data Size of the image data at an optional ratio, 
wherein 

a value of color component of each pixel after changing 
the data Size is newly calculated based upon values of 
color components of a plurality of Same color pixels 
before changing the data Size in order to change the 
data Size while maintaining the order of arrangement of 
the plurality of color components. 

8. A computer-readable computer program product con 
taining a control program for image data Size conversion 
processing, the control program comprising instructions of: 

obtaining an image data that has a plurality of pixels each 
of which includes any one of a plurality of color 
components which are arranged in a Specific order; and 
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changing a data Size of the image data at an optional ratio, 
wherein 

a value of color component of each pixel after changing 
the data Size is newly calculated based upon values of 
color components of a plurality of Same color pixels 
before changing the data Size in order to change the 
data Size while maintaining the order of arrangement of 
the plurality of color components. 
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9. A computer-readable computer program product 
according to claim 8, wherein the computer-readable com 
puter program product is a recording medium on which the 
control program is recorded. 

10. A computer-readable computer program product 
according to claim 8, wherein the computer-readable com 
puter program product is a carrier wave in which the control 
program is embodied as a data Signal. 

k k k k k 


