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57) ABSTRACT 

A merchandise display structure includes a plurality of 
spaced base members positioned on a supporting sur 
face and having a plurality of spaced recesses in an 
upper edge thereof to receive a lower end portion of a 
respective standard therein and top members with re 
cesses for receiving the upper ends of the standards and 
a plurality of vertically spaced support rails arranged in 
horizontally aligned pairs extending between adjacent 
standards and clampingly engaging the standards to 
support planar members on upper edges of the support 
rails. The standards have a resilient coating on an exte 
rior surface thereof and the support rails have jaw por 
tions clampingly engaging the resilient coating for sup 
port thereon. 

2 Claims, 8 Drawing Figures 
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1. 

MERCHANDSE DISPLAY STRUCTURE 
The present invention relates to display stands or 

racks and, more particularly, to merchandise display 
structures having adjustable shelving and support rails 
having jaw portions clampingly engaging a resilient 
coating on upright standards. 
The principal objects of the present invention are: to 

provide a simple, inexpensive merchandise display 
structure adapted to display articles of merchandise 
and which is constructed of a minimum of parts and 
which can be quickly assembled, adjusted, and disas 
sembled; to provide such a merchandise display struc 
ture providing unique fixturing and shelf arrangements 
which may be color-coded to provide a quick and vi 
sual association with each of a plurality of major classi 
fications of articles of merchandise displayed in respec 
tive sections thereof; to provide such a merchandise 
display structure contributing to an attractive merchan 
dising system and store decorations wherein the entire 
article may be displayed; to provide such a merchan 
dise display structure which is extendible horizontally 
and which includes lighting directed toward the articles 
of merchandise to enhance the visual impact thereof; 
to provide such a merchandise display structure having 
vertically adjustable shelves for a versatile arrangement 
for displaying the articles of merchandise; to provide 
such a merchandise display structure adapted to sup 
port substantial loads; to provide such a merchandise 
display structure having upstanding standards each 
having a resilient coating on an exterior surface thereof 
to cooperate with jaw portions of support rails to sup 
port same and shelving with merchandise thereon; and 
to provide such a merchandise display structure which 
is pleasing and interesting in appearance and formed of 
light, simple, and inexpensive members, stable and du 
rable in use, and particularly well adapted for the pro 
posed use. 
Other objects and advantages of this invention will 

become apparent from the following description taken 
in connection with the accompanying drawings 
wherein are set forth by way of illustration and example 
certain embodiments of this invention. 
The drawings constitute a part of this specification 

and include exemplary embodiments illustrating vari 
ous objects and features of the merchandise display 
structures of the present invention. 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a merchandise display 

structure embodying features of the present invention. 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective view 

showing base members joined at a corner of the mer 
chandise display structure. 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective view 
showing base members joined at a corner of the mer 
chandise display structure. 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective view of 

a single base member with portions broken away to 
show means for leveling same and for receiving a lower 
end portion of a standard therein. 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged transverse sectional view 

through a support rail and taken on line 5-5, FIG. 3 
and showing means for effecting clamping engagement 
of the support rail with a standard. 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a modified merchan 

dise display structure having top and front members en 
closing upper ends of the standards. 
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2 
FIG. 7 is a fragmentary perspective view with por 

tions broken away to show closure members and light 
ing therein. 
FIG. 8 is a fragmentary transverse sectional view 

taken on line 8-8, FIG. 6. Referring more in detail to 
the drawings: 
As required, detailed embodiments of the present in 

vention are disclosed herein; however, it is to be under 
stood that the disclosed embodiments are merely exem 
plary of the invention, which may be embodied in vari 
ous forms. Therefore, specific structural and functional 
details disclosed herein are not to be interpreted as lim 
iting but merely as a basis for the claims and as a repre 
sentative basis for teaching one skilled in the art to vari 
ously employ the present invention in virtually any ap 
propriate detailed structure. 

In the disclosed embodiment of the present inven 
tion, the reference numeral 1 generally designates a 
merchandise display structure including a plurality of 
spaced base members 2 positioned and arranged on a 
supporting surface 3 and having a plurality of spaced 
recesses in an upper edge thereof to receive a lower 
end portion of a respective standard 4 therein and a 
plurality of vertically spaced support rails 5 arranged in 
horizontally aligned pairs extending between adjacent 
standards 4 and clampingly engaging the standards 4 to 
support planar members or shelves 6 on upper edges of 
the support rails 5 have jaw portions clampingly engag 
ing the resilient coating for supporting the support rails 
5 and the planar members 6 thereon. 

It is desirable to adjust the base members 2 relative 
to the supporting surface 3 so that an upper edge 7 is 
substantially horizontal and level. Therefore, as best 
seen in FIG. 4, each base member 2 preferably has a 
bore 8 adjacent each of the opposite ends thereof. A 
sleeve member 9 is mounted in a lower portion of the 
bore 8 and has a plurality of circumferentially spaced 
keeper members 10 extending outwardly from an exte 
rior surface of the sleeve member 9 and penetrating the 
base member 2 adjacent a lower edge 11 thereof to se 
cure the sleeve member 9 in the base member 2. The 
sleeve member 9 is internally threaded to receive a 
threaded shaft 12 having a pad or glide 13 on a lower 
end thereof and a slot 14 in an upper end thereof to re 
ceive a suitable tool, (not shown) such as a screwdriver 
or the like, for vertically adjusting the pad or glide 13 
to raise or lower the respective end portion of the base 
member 2 for levelling the upper edge 7 thereof. 
The upper edge portions of the base member 2 have 

upwardly opening recesses 15 to receive and support a 
lower end portion of a respective standard 4 therein. 
FIG. 4 illustrates a single base member 2 and FIG. 2 

illustrates a base member 2 arranged at a corner or at 
an intersection of two sections or portions of the mer 
chandise display structure 1. In the structure illustrated 
in FIG. 2, a connecting base member 16 for each end 
of the base member 2 is supported thereon and extends 
between adjacent base members 2. A suitable bracket 
17 is suitably secured or mounted on interior faces 18 
and 19 of the base member 2 and connecting base 
member 16 respectively at the intersection thereof, as 
by a plurality of suitable fastening members, such as 
screws 20. 
The standards 4 may be rods or tubes and in the illus 

trated structure, the standards 4 are each elongated tu 
bular members preferably metal, such as aluminum or 
steel, and have a coating 21 on an exterior surface 
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thereof. The coating 21 permits color coding respective 
sections or portions of the merchandise display struc 
ture 1 to provide a quick and easy visual association 
with each of a plurality of major classifications of arti 
cles of merchandise displayed therein. The coating 21 
is preferably a resilient material, such as vinyl or the 
like, which will be compressed by the jaw portions, as 
later described, of the support rails 5 and which will re 
turn to an original or uncompressed shape when the 
jaw portions of the support rails 5 are removed there 
from to thereby permit vertical adjustment of the sup 
port rails 5 along the respective standards 4. 
The support rails 5 are each illustrated as a pair of 

facing planar portions 22 and 23 having facing recesses 
24 and 25 respectively in facing surfaces thereof for 
each standard to be engaged. The facing recesses 24 
and 25 extend vertically and are arranged in aligned 
pairs in facing surfaces of the planar portions 22 and 23 
and positioned adjacent respective opposite ends 
thereof to define jaw portions at opposite ends of the 
support rails 5 to clampingly engage the coating 21 on 
the standards 4. 

Effecting clamping engagement of the respective jaw 
portions of the support rails 5 with the respective stan 
dards 4 and the resilient coating 21 on the standards 4 
is effective to support the rails 5 on the standards 4. In 
the illustrated embodiment, the planar portions 22 and 
23 have aligned bores 26 and 27 respectively there 
through and positioned adjacent the facing recesses 24 
and 25 in each of the opposite end portions thereof. A 
keeper member 28 is fixedly mounted in one of the 
bores, for example, bore 26 in planar portion 22, and 
has a sleeve portion which is internally threaded to re 
ceive a suitable fastening member or screw 29 extend 
ing through the other bore 27 and having a slot in a 
head portion 30 thereof which is adapted to receive a 
suitable tool, such as a screw driver or the like (not 
shown), for effecting movement of the planar portions 
22 and 23 toward each other and thereby holding the 
jaw portions thereof in clamping engagement with the 
coating 21 on the respective standard 4. 
The planar portions 22 and 23 of each support rail 5 

are maintained together by suitable ties or bands 31 po 
sitioned adjacent respective opposite ends thereof. The 
ties for bands 31 are preferably removed, as by cutting, 
after the support rails 5 are in the desired position and 
the fastening member 29 is adjusted in the keeper 
member 28 to secure the planar portions 22 and 23 in 
the desired position on the respective standard 4. 
The merchandise display structure 1 includes a plu 

rality of top members 32 mounted on upper ends of the 
standards 4 and extending between adjacent standards. 
It is preferable that the top members 32 have suitable 
recesses in respective lower edges 33 thereof to receive 
therein an upper end portion of a respective standard 
4 therein. 

Erection of a merchandise display structure 1, such 
as illustrated and described, is extremely fast and sim 
ple and requires only arranging the base members 2 on 
the supporting surface 3 in the desired pattern or ar 
rangement, leveling the base members 2 and the con 
necting base members 16, when present, by means of 
a suitable tool inserted into the bore 8 and received in 
the slot 14 to thereby adjust the respective threaded 
shaft 12 vertically to level same, mounting or position 
ing a bottom planar member 34 on the upper edges 7 
of the base members 2 and the base members 2 are fine 

O 

5 

20 

25 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

4 
leveled, mounting or positioning the standards 4 in the 
recesses 15 in the upper edge 7 of the base members 2 
and then arranging the desired number of support rails 
5 in the desired locations and the respective jaw por 
tions thereof are then urged into clamping engagement 
with the coating 21 on the standards 4 by means of 
tightening the fastening members or screws 29 in the 
respective keeper members 28. The tie or band 31 is 
then cut and the planar members or shelves 6 are then 
supported on the upper edges of the support rails 5. 
The top members 32 are mounted on respective upper 
end portions of the standards 4, and the respective 
items of merchandise are then displayed on the planar 
members or shelves 6 as desired. 
FIG. 6 to 8 inclusive illustrate a modified display 

structure 40 having top members 41 mounted on upper 
ends of a plurality of standards 42. Front panels 43 are 
suitably secured to the top members 41 and are ar 
ranged generally vertically to enclose the upper portion 
of the modified display structure 40. 

Lighting is extremely helpful in properly displaying 
certain articles of merchandise, therefore, light hous 
ings 46 are mounted in the closure members 44 and po 
sitioned to illuminate merchandise displayed on the 
planar members 45 therebelow. The light housings 46 
have suitable bulbs 47 therein. The light bulbs 47 may 
be any desired type, such as incandescent or fluorex 
cent, as desired, and suitable spotlights may be com 
bined therewith for special effects. 

It is to be understood that while I have illustrated and 
described certain forms of my invention, it is not to be 
limited to these specific forms or arrangement of parts 
herein described and shown. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent 

S: 

1. A merchandise display structure comprising: 
a. a plurality of elongated spaced base members each 
having a lower edge and an upper edge and 
adapted to be positioned on a supporting surface, 
said base members each having a plurality of 
spaced upwardly opening recesses in the upper 
edge thereof with at least one of said upwardly 
opening recesses being adjacent each end of said 
base members; 

b. a plurality of elongated generally cylindrical stan 
dards arranged with a standard for each of said up 
wardly opening recesses in said base members and 
each having a lower end portion thereof received 
within said respective recess with the respective 
standard extending upwardly therefrom; 

c. a resilient coating on an exterior surface of each of 
said standards; 

d. a plurality of support rails extending between adja 
cent standards and arranged in horizontally aligned 
pairs and having upper edges, said support rails 
being vertically spaced and each being a pair of 
spaced elongated planar members with facing re 
cesses defining vertically extending openings to re 
ceive a respective standard portion therein, said 
support rails each having means thereon and adja 
cent each of said vertically extending openings 
therein for urging said pair of spaced planar mem 
bers into clamping engagement with said respective 
standard portion in the respective vertically ex 
tending openings to effect compression of said re 
silient coating and support of said rails thereon; 
and 
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e. a plurality of planar members each extending be 
tween a pair of adjacent support rails and having 
portions engaging the upper edges thereof for sup 
port thereby and to provide support for merchan 
dise displayed thereon. 

2. A merchandise display structure as set forth in 
claim 1 and including: 

a. means on said base members and extending down 
wardly from the lower edge thereof and engageable 
with the supporting surface for adjusting said base 
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6 
members to level the upper edge thereof; and 

b. a plurality of elongated top members extending be 
tween adjacent standards and arranged generally 
horizontally to enclose respective upper ends of 
said standards, said top members each having a 
plurality of spaced downwardly opening recesses in 
a lower edge thereof with each of said downwardly 
opening recesses receiving an upper end portion of 
a respective one of said standards therein. 
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