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Patented Aug. 19, 1952 2,607,546 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
ToILET PAPER DISPENSER. 

Frank E. Gillespie, Jr., Jamaica Plain, Mass. 
Application August 11, 1950, serial No. 178,905 

1 Claim. (CI. 242-55.5) 
This invention relates to paper dispensing de 

vices, and more particularly to a toilet paper 
dispenSer. 
The main object of the invention is to provide 

a novel and improved paper roll dispenser Which 
is Simple in Construction, which is easy to install, 
Which is very simple to operate and which pro 
vides a clean tearing action when paper is re 
moved therefron. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

an improved paper roll dispenser which is very 
inexpensive to manufacture, which is neat in ap 
pearance, which involves only a very few parts, 
which provides a sanitary covering for the paper 
roll contained therein, and which is readily dis 
assembled for replacement of the paper roll when 
ever a new roll is required. 

Further objects and advantages of the inven 
tion will become apparent from the following 
description and claim, and from the accompany 
ing drawings, Wherein: 

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of an im 
proved paper roll dispenser constructed in ac 
cordance With the present invention. 

Figure 2 is a side elevational view of the in 
proved paper roll dispenser of Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a cross Sectional view taken on line 
3-3 of Figure 1. 

Figure 4 is a Cross Sectional view taken on line 
4-4 of Figure 1. 

Referring to the drawings, the paper roll dis 
penser is designated generally at . . The dis 
penser comprises a main supporting body 2 
Comprising a rear Wall 3 and the forwardly ex 
tending opposing side walls 4, 5 integral with 
the rear wall 3. The side walls 4, 5 are braced 
to the rear wall 3 by the bottom web elements 
shown respectively at 6 and 7 in Figure 3. The 
rear wall 3 is provided at its top edge with the 
forwardly projecting flange f8. Connecting the 
lower forward corner portions of the side walls 
4, 5 is the horizontally extending bar member 
9, the inwardly facing edge of the bar member 
tapering to a point at its mid portion, as shown 
at 20, and being formed with respective shoulders 
2, 2 adjacent to but spaced inwardly from the 
respective ends of said edge. 
The side walls 4, 5, are formed at their in 

side surfaces with respective arcuate, upwardly 
facing seats 22, 23, and rotatably received in said 
seats are the respective ends of a hollow shaft 
member 24. Integrally secured to the shaft mem 
ber 24 adjacent the Seat 23 is a relatively large 
disc member 25. Designated at 26 is a front cover 
member shaped to fit over the forward and top 
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edges of the Side Walls. 4, 5 and formed with 
marginal side flanges 27 which are receivable in 
Correspondingly shaped recesses 28 extending 
along the margins of Said side walls, the flanges 
27, being:frictionally engaged in said recesses and 
exerting binding force therein. The top margin 
of the cover member 26 is snugly received beneath 
the flange. 8 and is frictionally secured there 
beneath. The cover member 26 is formed With 
a slot 29 located in the same plane as the disc 
25 and receiving the peripheral portion of said 
disc. The peripheral portion of the disc, shown 
at 30, projects through the slot 29 and provides 
a means for manually rotating the shaft member 
24 from the outside of the dispenser. The periph 
ery. of the disc is knurled, as shown at 31, to 
facilitate manual rotation thereof. 
In installing the device, the rear wall 3 of the 

main Supporting member 2 is secured to a wall 
by Suitable fasteners, Such as shown at 32, 32 
passing through the rear Wall 3 and engaged in 
the Supporting wall. The shaft member 24 is of 
Substantial diameter and is of a diameter such 
that it Will enter the hollow paper core of a stand 
ard toilet roll and be frictionally locked therein. 
It Will be understood that the paper core of a 
typical toilet roll is normally non-circular in cross 
Section due to the fact that in packing the paper 
rolls pressure is exerted on said rolls causing the 
hollow cardboard core thereof to become dis 
torted and to become oval in cross section rather 
than remaining circular in cross section. There 
fore, when the shaft member 24 is inserted into 
Such a core, the Core tends to grip the shaft mem 
ber and to become frictionally locked thereto. 
With the paper roll thus engaged on the shaft 

member 24, Said shaft member is positioned with 
its ends in the seat members 22, 23 and with the 
end of the roll of paper extending past the inner 
edge of the bar 9, in the manner shown in Figure 
4. In Figure 4, the roll of paper is designated 
at 33 and the cardboard core of said paper roll is 
designated at 34. With the paper roll and the 
shaft member 24 thus positioned, the cover mem 

j ber 26 is then engaged over the edges of the 
side walls 4, 5 and is moved into the position 
shown in Figures 3 and 4, wherein the top margin 
of the cover member is engaged beneath the 
flange 8 and wherein the side flanges 27, 27 
are engaged in the marginal recesses 28, 28 of 
said side walls. It will be seen from Figure 3 
that the shoulders 2, 2 are located a short dis 
tance inwardly from the seat members 22, 23, said 
shoulders being likewise located slightly inwardly 
of the side marginal edges of the end of the paper 
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roll extending past the inwardly facing edge of 
the bar member 9. Therefore, when it is de 
sired to tear off the depending end of the roll of 
paper, the operator merely exerts a pull on One 
edge portion of the depending section of paper, 
causing Said edge portion to engage against one 
of the shoulders 2 and initiating the tear in the 
paper. Continued side pull on the piece of paper 
will cause the paper to be sheared against the 
inWardly facing edge of the bar member 9, there 
by providing a clean tear. To move another sec 
tion of paper into position for severance, the ope 
erator merely rotates the disc member 25 clock 
wise, as viewed in Figure 4, thereby causing the 
paper to unroll into position for the severance of 
an additional Section. - - - - - 

It will be noted that the cover member 26. 
closely follows the contour of the forward upper 
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4. 
What is claimed is: 
A paper roll dispenser comprising a housing 

having a back wall adapted to be fixedly Super 
imposed on a vertical supporting Surface, opposed 
vertical side walls projecting forwardly from the 
back wall, opposed bearing Seats formed on the 
inside Surfaces of the Side Walls, an arcuate COWer 
member detachably mounted on the Side Walls 
and back wall and forming a top Wall and a front 
wall, said cover member having a slot formed 
therein adjacent a side margin thereof, a shaft 
member rotatably supported at its ends in the 
bearing seats and adapted to extend through and 
frictionally engage in the core of a roll of paper, 

5 a disc member circumposed on said shaft member 
and having its peripheral portion extending 

portion of a paper roll mounted in the device and 
that the disc member 30 is substantially in en 
gagement With the end of the slot 29, whereby the 
shaft member 24 is retained on the seat members 
22, 23. To replace a roll of paper, it is merely 
necessary to remove the cover member 26, to slip 
the cardboard core of the former paper roll off 
the shaft member 24 and to mount a new paper 
roll on said shaft. The shaft is then replaced in 
the seat members 22, 23 and the cover member 
26. is placed on the device in the position shown 
in the figures. 
While a specific... embodiment of an improved 

paper roll... dispenser has been disclosed in the 
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foregoing. description, it will be understood... that 
Warious-modifications. Within the Spirit of the in 
vention may occur to those skilled in the art. 
therefore, it is intended that no limitations be 
placed on the invention except as defined by the 
scope of the appended claim. 

through the slot in the cover member, and a hori 
Zontal shearing bar transversely disposed between 
the side Walls adjacent the lower edge of the 
front wall, said bar having an inwardly facing 
edge tapering to a point at its mid-portion and 
having respective shoulders adjacent to but 
spaced inwardly from the respective ends of the 
bar: - - - - 
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