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[57] ABSTRACT

A portable golf course having one or more tees, pri-
mary and secondary fairways and greens, all of which
may be interconnected by rotatable detachable pins.
Tees are divided into three sections. The center sec-
tion is hinged to the outer two sections to permit them
to be folded upright for carrying and storing. Primary
fairways may consist of one or more elongated mem-
bers hinged together with their ends connected to sep-
arate tees. Greens may be connected to a tee or to one
end of a secondary- fairway whose other end is con-
nected to a tee. Secondary fairways may consist of one
or more members connected together by pins. The
pin-type connections used throughout the golf course
make it possible to vary the number and configuration
of tees, greens, primary and secondary fairways. These
connections also permit the components to be folded
on top of one another to reduce storage space and fa-
cilitate portability.

17 Claiﬁns, 6 Drawing Figures
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1
PORTABLE GOLF COURSE

This invention relates to a portable golf course, and
in particular to a portable golf course which may be as-
sembled and disassembled indoors or outdoors.

The popularity of golf has generated many attempts
at providing a portable golf course. Heretofore, porta-
ble golf courses have mainly consisted of a fixed config-
uration of a fairway terminating in one or two greens
having one or more holes. Most such golf courses are
not easily assembled and disassembled. Also the com-
ponent parts of such portable courses are often bulky
and require excessive amounts of storage space. The
configuration of most prior golf courses permit the user
little or no freedom to alter the arrangement of the
components or to add additional components. Hence,
the player cannot experience a variety of golfing situa-
tions.

It is an object of this invention to provide a new, por-
table, easily assembled and easily disassembled, com-
pactly storeable golf course useable indoors and out of
doors.

It is a further object of this invention to provide a
portable golf course having one or more tees, gréens
and fairways arrangeable in a variety of configurations.

Another object of this invention is to provide a porta-
ble golf course having pitch adjustable greens.

Additional objects and advantages of the present in-
vention will be set forth in the description which fol-
lows and in part will be obvious from the description or
can be learned by practice of the invention. The objects
and advantages are achieved by means of the instru-
mentalities and combinations described herein and as
particularly pointed out in the appended claims.

To achieve the foregoing objects and in accordance
with its purpose, this invention provides a portable golf
course comprising one or more tees. Tees may be inter-
connected by primary fairways. Connected to each tee
may be one or more secondary fairways. A green hav-
ing a hole for receiving a golf ball may be connected to
a tee or to one end of a secondary fairway. The greens
are connected to the tees or secondary fairways by a
detachable rotatable connection, such as a steel pin,
inserted through adjoining eyelets positioned on
greens, secondary fairways and tees. Similar connect-
ing means are used to connect primary fairways to tees.
This allows the user to readily assemble or disassemble
the golf course. It also allows the user to expand or con-
tract the golf course in accordance with the area avail-
able for play. Two additional features of this invention
are a retaining net and a green pitch adjustment means.
A retaining net may be placed at one end of an ex-
panded golf course in order to prevent golf balls from
falling off the end. The invention also includes green
pitch adjustment means for varying the pitch of the
greens. This allows the goifer to create a variety of
green conditions and thereby better simulate actual
playing conditions.

Assmebly, use, disassembly and storage are facili-
tated by the particular construction of the greens, tees,
primary fairways and secondary fairways. All of the
foregoing may be constructed, for example out of
three-eighth inch steel belted reinforced plywood cov-
ered with a grass simulating material such as indoor-
outdoor carpeting. The entire golf course may be sup-
ported by retractable legs. The tees are longitudinally
divided into three sections. Such adjoining sections are
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connected together by means of removable pins or
hinges. Such a connection permits the user to com-
pletely disassemble the tees or to fold the adjacent sec-
tions on top of one another. The primary fairways con-
sist of one or more elongated members; the secondary
fairways may also consist of one or more members.
Like the tees, fairway sections are connected together
by removable pins or hinges. Such a construction gives
the user a sturdy, easily assembled, compactly stored
well simulated portable golf course.

In the embodiment shown in the drawings, a three tee
golf course is depicted. However, as will become obvi-
ous from the description herein, the golf course may be
reduced to a single tee and green or expanded to in-
clude any number of tees, greens, primary and secon-
dary fairways.

The accompanying drawings illustrate an example of
a preferred embodiment of the invention and, together
with the description serve to explain the principles of
the invention. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a top plan view of the golf course.

FIG. 2 is a side elevation of the golf course of FIG.
1.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of tee 6 of the golf course
in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a partial elevation of tee 6.

FIG. 5 is an exploded perspective view of tee 6 from
which certain elements have been removed. C

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the tee 6 in its folded
carrying position.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2 in the drawings, the golf
course comprises three tees including a center tee 4
connected to terminal tees 2 and 6 by primary fairways
8 and 12. Radiating from center tee 4 are four secon-
dary fairways 20, 22, 24 and 26. These secondary fair-
ways are respectively connected to greens 21, 23, 25
and 27. Terminal tee 2 is connected to secondary fair-
ways 16, 18 which in turn are respectively connected
to greens 17, 19. Another green 32 is connected to tee
2 at a position longitudinally opposite to primary fair-
way 8. Terminal tee 6 is constructed in a similar man-
ner having secondary fairways 28, 30 and greens 29, 31
and 33. A retaining net 34 is detachably affixed around
the portion of tee 6 longitudinally opposite primary
fairway 12. When balls are putted from tee 2 or tee 4
to terminal tee 6, the retaining net serves to prevent the
balls from falling off the edge of tee 6. The netting ma-
terial may be made of cloth, screening, or any other
suitable material able to withstand the impact of the
golf ball. The tees and fairways are supported by fold-
able legs, such as legs 66 and 65 shown in FIG. 4. Legs
are used to raise the golf course above the floor (in-
doors) or the ground (outdoors) to provide an artificial
depth for the holes. Alternatively, when used outdoors,
earth may be removed from underneath the holes and
legs are not needed.

A tee, such as tee 6 shown in FIG. 5, is divided into
three adjoining sections 6a, 6b, 6¢ which are connected
together at their respective joints by removable pins 80,
81 placed through adjoining accommodating eyelets.
This connection allows the user to completely disas-
semble the tee or fold outer sections 6¢ and 65 upright
at a 90° angle to center section 60 as shown in FIG. 6.
When so folded, a handle 61 may be attached between
the folded outer sections 65 and 6c. This handle will
serve to keep the outer sections in their folded position
to facilitate carrying and storing. Fairways and greens
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may be entirely detached and placed on top of section
6a or may remain connected to their respective tee sec-
tion and folded thereon as will be described hereafter.

All tees have an elongated center section such as sec-
tion 6a of tee 6. Portions 84, 85, 86 and 87 extend be-
yond the rim of the tee and have eyelets for attaching
other elements to the tee. A pin-eyelet connection is
depicted in FIG. 5 where pin 41 is shown removed from
eyelets 42, 43 of section 52 and from eyelets 44, 45 of
extension 86. Extensions 84, 85 and 87 are similarly re-
spectively connected to primary fairway 12, secondary
fairway 30 and green 33. Center tee 4 differs from the
terminal tees 2, 6 inasmuch as tee 4 has four extensions
for connection to four secondary fairways or greens,
whereas tees 2 and 6 only have three such extensions.

"Primary fairways join the tees together. The primary
fairways may comprise one or more detachably rotat-
ably interconnected elongated members. As shown in
FIG. 1, primary fairway 12 is a single elongated mem-
ber having one end connected to terminal tee 6 by a re-
movable pin 62 and the other end connected to center
tee area 4 by a removable pin 63. The pins are passed
through eyelets (not shown) appropriately placed on
the tee center sections and the ends of the fairways. Pri-
mary fairway 8 comprises two elongated members 94
and 95. These member may be detachably rotatably
connected to each other at one end by a removable pin
92. A hinge-type connection may be used in licu of pin
92. The other ends are respectively connected to termi-
nal tee 2 by a removable pin 90 and to center tee 4 by
removable pin 91. These connections further enhance
the storeability of the golf course. When not is use, the
primary fairways may be folded on top of the center
sections of the tees, or they may be completely de-
tached and separately stored.

Secondary fairways may also comprise one or more
elongated members. Secondary fairway 28 shown in
FIGS. 3 and 5 has three such members. These mem-
bers, 50, 51, and 52, are connected together by means
of pins 54, 55 or hinges. One end of secondary fairway
28 is connected to green 29 by means of pin 53 and the
other end to terminal tee 6 by means of pin 41. Secon-
dary fairways 20, 22, 24 and 26 are single elongated
members.

Secondary faiways may be added or removed to alter
the particular configuration of the golf course. In the
embodiment shown in the drawings, no secondary fair-
way is attached to the center sections of terminal tees
2, 6 that are opposite the primary fairways. Instead,
greens 32, 33 are directly connected to their respective
terminal tee.

Green 33 is representative of all greens of the golf
course. As shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, it is connected to
terminal tee 6 by means of a pin 71 and is supported by
an elevation adjustable leg assembly 67. This leg has a
hollow threaded upper portion 72 and a lower portion
consisting of a base 68 rigidly fixed to a threaded rod
69. Turning the base 68 in a clockwise direction will
advance rod 69 into threaded upper portion 72 and
vice versa. In this manner the pitch of the green may be
raised or lowered. The entire leg assembly may be
folded on its side to facilitate storage. The hole 35 is
wide enough to receive a golf ball.

An added feature of this invention is that an addi-
tional hole may be placed in the center of any tee. This
is shown in FIG. 4 where the terminal tee 6 has a hole
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63. If desired, this hole may be covered by a plug 64 in
order to provide a smooth tee surface.

Once the user has assembled the golf course, disas-
sembly, portability -and storage is simple. For the golf
course shown in FIG: 1, pins 90 and 91 are removed,
and the legs are folded underneath the member they
support. Primary fairway members 94 and 95 are
folded together with their undersides contacting each
other. Once folded, they in turn are rotated on top of
the center section of the terminal tee 2. Green 32 is ro-
tated toward the center section of terminal tee 2 and
rests upon folded primary fairway 8. Green 17 and sec-
ondary fairway 16 are folded on top of one outer sec-
tion of terminal tee 2. First section 16a is folded onto
outer section 2b of terminal tee 2 so that the upper side
of section 16a contacts outer section 2b. Next section
1656 is folded onto section 16a in such a manner that
their undersides contact. Then section 16c¢ is folded on
top of section 165 so that their uppersides contact. Fi-
nally, green 17 is folded on top of section 16¢ in such
a way that their undersides contact. Fairway 18 and
green 19 are folded in a similar manner. Both outer sec-
tions 2b, 2c¢ of tee 2 may then be rotated upright to
form a 90° angle with the center section 2a4. The entire
assembly is held in this position by a handle connecting
together the upright outer sections. The other tees, fair-
ways and greens are similarly folded and held in the po-
sition shown in FIG. 6.

Before commencing play, the player arranges the
tees, fairways, greens, retaining net, and adjust the
pitch of the greens as he so desires. With the retaining
net at one terminal tee area, play is begun at the oppo-
site area. In the embodiment shown in FIG. 1, the
player wovld begin on tee 2 by playing his ball toward
one of greens 17, 19 or 32. Play on one green is com-
pleted after the golf ball is sunk in the hole. After play-
ing all the greens on tee 2, the player may move his golf
ball to center tee area 4 or putt down primary fairway
8 to center tee area 4 and play greens 21, 23, 25 and
27, or continue putting onto primary fairway 12 to play
greens 29, 33 and 31 from terminal tee 6. Since more
force is required to putt the golf ball to tee 6 than is re-
quired to putt the ball to tee 4, retaining net 34 is pro-
vided around the rear of terminal tee 6 to prevent a
strongly stroked golf ball from falling off the edge of
terminal tee 6. Once on terminal tee 6 the player will
successively play each hole, then putt back across pri-
mary runway 12 onto center tee 4. The play is complete
after the player successively plays each hole of the
course. After play is completed, the entire course can
be readily disassembled, the members folded and
stored in a relatively small place.

The invention in its broader aspects is not limited to
the specific details shown and described above. Nor is
the use of the invention limited to the particular
method of play described. Departures may be made
from such details and such method of play without de-
parting from the principles of the invention and without
sacrificing its chief advantages.

What is claimed is:

1. A portable golf course comprising a tee, at least
three separate fairways, means for detachably connect-
ing one end of each of said fairways to said tee, a plural-
ity of greens each having a hole adapted to receive a
golf ball and means for detachably connecting one of
said plurality of greens to the other end of each of said
fairways.
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2. A portable golf course as in claim 1 wherein said
tee is divided into a plurality of sections and means are
provided for pivotally connecting said sections.

3. A portable golf course as in claim 1 wherein said
tee has at least one hole adapted for receiving a golf
ball and plug means for selectively filling said hole.

4. A portable golf course as in claim 1 further com-
prising means for controlling the elevation of said
greens.

5. A portable golf course as in claim 1 further com-
prising another tee, a primary fairway and means for
detachably connecting said tees to opposite ends of
said primary fairway.

6. A portable golf course as in claim § wherein a re-
movable retaining net is detachably affixed to the outer

_edge of one of said tees.

7. A portable golf course as in claim 5 wherein said
primary fairway is divided into a plurality of sections,
and means are provided for pivotally connecting said
sections.

8. A portable golf course as in claim 1 wherein at
least one of said fairways is divided into a plurality of
sections and means are provided for pivotally connect-
ing said sections.

9. A portable golf course as in claim 1 further com-
prising foldable support legs attached to said tee.

10. A portable golf course as in claim 1 further com-
prising foldable support legs attached to said fairways.

11. A portable golf course as in claim 1 further com-
prising means for detachably connecting at least one of
said greens to said tee.

12. A portable golf course comprising a plurality of
tees, a plurality of primary fairways, means for detach-
ably connecting one end of each of said primary fair-
ways to one of said tees, means for detachably connect-
ing the other end of each of said primary fairways to an-
other one of said tees, a plurality of secondary fairways,
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means for detachably connecting one end of each of
said secondary fairways to one of said tees, a plurality
of greens, means for detachably connecting one of said
greens to the other end of each of said secondary fair-
ways and means for detachably connecting at least one
of said greens to one of said tees.

13. A portable golf course as in claim 12 wherein
each of said tees has at least one hole adopted to re-
ceive a golf ball and plug means for selectively filling
said hole. ‘

14. A portable golf course as in claim 13 wherein said
tees and said primary fairways are axially aligned to en-
able play between any two tees once one of said plug
means is removed from one of said tees.

15. A portable golf course comprising a center tee,
first and second terminal tees, first and second primary
fairways, means for detachably connecting one end of
each of said primary fairways to said center tee, means
for detachably connecting the other end of said first
primary fairway to said first terminal tee, means for de-
tachably connecting the other end of said second pri-
mary fairway to said second terminal tee, a plurality of
secondary fairways, means for detachably connecting
at least one of said secondary fairways to each of said
tees, a plurality of greens, means for detachably con-
necting one of said greens to each of said secondary
fairways and means for detachably connecting at least
one of said greens to at least one of said tees.

16. A portable golf course as in claim 15 wherein
each of said tees has at least one hole adapted to re-
ceive a golf ball and plug means for selectively filling
said hole.

17. A portable golf course as in claim 16 wherein said
tees and said primary fairways are axially aligned to en-
able play between any two tees once one of said plug

means is removed from one of said tees.
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