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The present invention relates to closure 

fasteners and more particularly to a window 
lock, and has for one of its main objects to 
provide a device capable of effectively and 
positively locking slidable window sashes 
either in closed position or in partly opened 
position. 

It is also another important object of the 
invention to provide a device of the charac 
ter mentioned embodying means adapted to 
visually indicate whether or not the locking 
device is in operative position when the win 
dow is open, said means being automatically 
moved to non-indicating position simultane 
ously with the locking of the window, which 
locking may likewise be effected automati 
cally upon closing the window. 

Still another feature of the invention re 
sides in the provision of a window lock capa 
ble of locking the window sashes in partly 
opened position, the parts of said lock being 
so associated that when the sashes are locked 
thereby in partly opened position, the lock 
cannot be tampered with by outside in 
truders. 
The invention further contemplates the 

provision of a window lock which may be 
easily and readily attached to the window 
sashes without necessitating changes or ma 
terial alterations in the window structure, 
and also the provision of a lock having a 
simple but strong and dependable construc 
tion, thus increasing the desirability of the 
device and enhancing its commercial value. 
Other important objects and advantages 

of the invention will be in part obvious and 
in part pointed out hereinafter. 

In order that the invention and its mode of 
operation may be readily understood by 
those persons skilled in the art, I have in 
the accompanying drawings and in the de 
tailed description based thereupon, set out 
a possible embodiment of the same. - 

in these drawings: 
Figure 1 is a perspective of a partial win 

dow frame and sash supplied with my im 
proved lock, and showing the same in locked 
closed position, . 

Figure 2 is a section illustrating the device 
in locked open position, 

Figure 3 is a perspective with the device 
in unlocked open position, 

Figure 4 is a perspective showing a pos 
sible positioning of the device to permit the 
free opening and closing of the window 
Sashes, 

Figure 5 is a section 
and - . . . 

Figure 6 is an enlarged detail indicating 
operative constructional features of the 
device. 

Having more particular reference to the 
drawings wherein like characters of refer 
ence Will designate corresponding parts 
throughout, I have shown in the several 
views, the portion of a window frame F 
wherein is slidably mounted the upper sash 
U and the lower sash L, the lowermost sec 
tion of the upper sash U and the uppermost 
section of the lower sash Ladapted to be 
brought in horizontal parallel relation to 
normally close the window, in the usual man 
le. 

My improved device may be stated to com 
prise an elongated strip 1 made of relatively 
strong Spring metal and slit longitudinally 
throughout the major portion thereof to pro 
vide a pair of side legs 2 and an intermediate 
Spring leg 3. The side legs 2 are provided 
With spaced apertures 4 to accommodate 
screws 5 or the like for the purpose of se 
curing said strip 1 to the inner face of the 
upper sash U adjacent the lower section 
thereof. The intermediate spring leg 3 is 
bent outwardly with respect to the side legs 
2 at its point of jointure with the latter, to 
gradually depart therefrom whereby the free 
extremity of said intermediate spring leg 3 
will normally project in the path of the up 
per section of the lower sash L. The free ex 
tremity of the spring leg 3 terminates with 
a tongue 6 for the purpose to be hereinafter 
specified. 
Adapted to be fixedly secured to the up 

per section of the lower sash L by means of 
screws 7 or the like, is a rectangularly shaped 
plate 8 of a length substantially equal to 
the width of said section of the lower sash. 
The normally rearward portion of the plate 
8, that is, that portion adapted to be posi 

through the latter, 
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tioned next to the upper sash U is formed 
with a pair of relatively spaced parallel fin 
gers 9. 

Positioned over the fixed plate 8 is a mov 
able plate 10 having hinged connections with 
said plate S, the fingers 9 of which are, for 
this purpose, curved upon themselves and 
passed in engagement with the plate 10 
through openings 11 suitably cut therein. 
The movable or hinged plate 10 is made 
slightly longer than the fixed plate 8, in order 
that both the normal front and rear end por 
tions of said hinged plate may extend for a 
distance beyond the corresponding ends of 
the fixed plate 8. The rear end portion of 
the hinged plate 10 is bent at substantially 
right angles thereto as shown at 12. 
Transversely formed in the plate 10 in close 

proximity to the bending point of the rear 
end portion 12 and paralleling the same, is a 
slot 13 of a size sufficient to accommodate the 
spring leg 3, which is adapted to pass, at 
times, through said slot 13, as will appear 
from the description of the operation of the 
device to follow hereinafter. 
That portion of the normal upper face of 

the plate 10 adjacent the slot, 13 therein, is 
cut to provide a downwardly directed bey 
elled recess 14 terminating at the slot 13, the 
width of said recess, however, being less than 
the length of the slot, but sufficient to permit 
the free sliding engagement therewith of the 
tongue 6 upon the free extremity of the 
spring arm3, whereby the latter may act 
upon said recess 14 to normally urge the 
hinged plate 10 against the fixed plate 8 and 
bear thereon to prevent the relative move 
ment of the upper and lower sashes, thus 
locking the window. 
In order to allow for the free pivotal dis 

placement of the hinged plate 10, the lower 
extremities of the side legs 2, which might 
possibly hinder the passage of the right an 
gularly upturned portion 12 of the plate 10, 
are preferably bevelled as shown at 15. 
Further, for this purpose, the face of said 
plate portion 12 opposite the leg bevelled ex 
tremities 15, may advantageously be tapered 
as more clearly indicated at 16 in Figure 6 
of the drawings, to cooperate with said bev 
elled extremities. 
As previously stated, in using lay in 

proved device, the elongated strip 1 is affixed 
to the inner face of the upper window sash 
U adjacent the lower section thereof through 
the intermediary of the side legs 2, so that 
the spring leg 3 will normally project in 
the path of the upper section of the lower 
window sash L when the window is closed, 
whereas the plate 8 with the movable plate 
10 hinged thereto, is fixed to said upper sec 
tion of the lower sash in alinement, with the 
strip 1. 

In this position, it will be understood that, 
the spring leg 3 with its tongue 6 engaged 
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within the bevelled recess 14, will prevent 
any relative slidable movement of the win 
dow sashes and therefore provide an effective 
lock for the window. 
When it is desired to partly open the win 

dow for ventilation or other purposes and 
still lock the window so that it cannot be 
fully opened on the outside, the Spring leg 3 
of the strip 1 is depressed until said leg regis 
ters with the slot, 13 in the plate 10 and is re 
ceived within said slot when One of the win 
dow sashes is slidably displaced. In this 
particular position, the window may obvious 
ly be opened for practically the entire length 
of the leg 3 but cannot be opened further be 
cause the right angularly upturned portion 
12 of the plate 10 is then disposed interme 
diately of said leg 3 and the side legs 2 of 
the strip 1, thus wedged therebetween and 
locking the window in partly opened posi 
tion. When in this position, it will be ap 
preciated that the fastening screws 5 or 7 
of the strip 1 or plate 8, respectively, cannot 
be reached, since the screws 5 are then covered 
by the adjacent face of the lower sash Li, 
while the screws are protected by the mov 
able plate 10, therefore, obviating any possi 
bilities of the lock being tampered with. 

if the window is to be unlocked in order 
that the same may be completely opened, the 
movable plate 10 is raised away from the fixed 
plate 8 to a vertical position and the spring 
leg 3 of the strip 1 is depressed until it lies 
Substantially flush with the side legs 2, thus 
causing said spring leg 3 to be positioned in 
back of the right angularly bent portion 12 of 
the movable plate 10 and engage with the edge 
of said portion 12, whereby the spring leg 

t 

5 

will act upon said edge to normally retain 
the movable plate 10 in its vertical position. 
It will now be understood, that, since the 
parts of the device have no positive interen 
gagement, the Windows may be widely opened 
without obstruction. In order to provide 
means for visually indicating whether the 
opened window is unlocked, the exposed face 
of the movable plate 10 which is now in verti 
cal position, may be supplied with some suit 
able signalling indication, for instance, that 
face of the plate 10 may be painted with a 
contrasting colored paint. Upon closing the 
window, the edge of the plate right angular 
portion 12 will become disengaged from the 
spring leg 3, whereby as clearly indicated in 
Figure 6 of the drawings, said leg will fly 
back over the plate 10 and the tongue 6 of 
the leg engaging the bevelled recess 14 in the 
plate, will return the latter to its normal po 
sition against the fixing plate 8, thus auto 
matically locking the window. 

At times, it may become desirable to ren 
der the lock inoperative, and for that pur 
pose, the movable plate 10 from this unlock 
ing vertical position above described, may be 
manually returned against the action of the 
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spring leg 3, to its normal position against 
the plate 8. In this instance, the parts will 
assume the relation illustrated in Figures 4 
and 5, that is, the spring leg 3 will be con 
tinuously retained in its depressed position 
by the upturned portion 12 of the movable 
plate 10, so that the window sashes may free 
ly open or close without actuating the lock. 
From this position, the operation of the lock 
may be re-established merely by upwardly 
flipping the movable plate 10, thereby caus 
ing the spring leg 3 to pass over the portion 
12 of the plate, whereupon the parts of the 
device will snap back to operative position. 
Because of the front end portion of the 

movable plate 10 extending beyond the cort 
responding end of the fixed plate 8, it will 
be understood that said movable plate 10 
may be easily and readily gripped for 
placement in its various positions, and like: 
wise, due to the bevelled extremities 15 of 
the strip side legs 2 and the opposed taper 
ing surface of the plate angular portion 12, 
the displacement of said movable plate will 
not be interfered with. 

Manifestly, the construction herein shown 
is capable of considerable modification and 
such modifications as come within the scope 
of my claims, I consider within the spirit of 
my invention. 

I claim :- 
1. A window lock of the character de 

scribed comprising a spring leg adapted to be 
fixed to a section of the window, a plate adapt 
ed to be mounted upon a second section of the 
window and engageable with said leg to lock 
the window in closed position, said plate hav 
ing a slot formed adjacent one end portion 
thereof for the passage of the leg there 
through to partly open the window, and that 
end portion of the plate bent at substantially 
right angles to the body of the latter and dis 
posed for engagement with said leg upon its 
passage through the plate to lock the window 
in its partly open position. 

2. A window lock of the character de 
scribed comprising a spring leg adapted to be 
fixed to a section of the window, a plate adapt 
ed to be carried by a second section of the 
window and engageable with said leg to lock 
the window in closed position, meanshinged 
ly connecting the plate to said second section 
of the window, means in said plate for the 
passage of the leg therethrough to partly open 
the window, and means formed with the plate 
and engageable with said leg upon its passage 
through the plate to lock the window in its 
partly open position, said last mentioned 
means being displaceable with the hinged 
movement of the plate whereby the leg may 
be positioned out of engagement with said 
means for the unobstructed opening of the 
window. 

3. A window lock of the character de 
scribed comprising a spring leg adapted to be 

3 

fixed to a section of the window and terminat 
ing with a tongue, a plate adapted to be 
mounted upon the second section of the win 
dow in alinement with said spring leg, said 
plate having a bevelled recess thereon accom 
modating the tongue of said leg to lock the 
Window in closed position, means in said 
plate for the passage of the leg thereto for 
the partial opening of the window, and means 
formed with the plate and engageable with 
Said leg upon its passage through the plate 
to lock the window in its partially open posi 
tion. - 

4. A window lock of the character de 
scribed comprising a spring leg adapted to be 
fixed to a section of the window, a plate 
adapted to be carried by a second section of 
the window and engageable with said leg to 
lock the window in closed position, means 
hingedly connecting said plate to the second 
section of the window whereby the plate may 
be displaced to unlocking position for the 
opening of the window, and means provided 
on said plate and acted upon by said leg to 
automatically return the hinged plate to its 
locking position upon closing the window. 

5. A window lock of the character de 
scribed comprising a spring leg adapted to 
be fixed to a section of the window, a base 
plate adapted to be rigidly secured to a sec- 9 
ond section of the window, a movable plate 
hingedly connected to said base plate and 
engageable with the spring leg to lock the 
window in closed position, means in said 
therethrough for the partial opening of the 
window, and means formed with the mov 
able plate and engageable with said leg upon 
its passage through the plate to lock the 
Window in its partially open position, said 
last mentioned means being displaceable 
with the hinged movement of the plate where 
by the leg may be positioned out of engage 
ment with the movable plate for the unob 
structed opening of the window. 

6. A window lock of the character de 
Scribed comprising a spring leg adapted to 
be fixed to a section of the window, a base 
plate adapted to be fixedly secured to a sec 
ond section of the window, a movable plate 
hingedly connected to said base plate and 
engageable with the spring leg to lock the 
Window in closed position, said movable 
plate having a slot formed adjacent one end 
portion thereof for the passage of the leg 
therethrough to partly open the window, that 
end portion of the plate bent at substantial 
ly right angles to the body of the latter and 
disposed for engagement with said leg to 
lock the window in its partly open posi 
tion, and said bent portion of the movable 
plate being displaceable with the hinged 
movement of the latter whereby the spring 
leg may be positioned out of engagement 
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with the movable plate for the unobstructed 
opening of the window. 

7. A window lock of the character de 
scribed comprising a strip of spring metal 
slit to provide a pair of side legs and an in 
termediate spring leg, said spring leg bent 
to gradually depart from the side legs, the 
side legs adapted to fixedly secure the strip 
to a portion of the window, a plate adapted 
to be carried by a second section of the win 
dow and engageable with the spring leg of 
the strip to lock the window in closed posi 
tion, means hingedly connecting said plate 
to the second section of the window whereby 
the plate may be displaced to unlocking po 
sition for opening the window, means pro 
vided on said plate and acted upon by said 
leg to automatically return the hinged plate 
to its locking position upon closing the win 
dow, means in said plate for the passage of 
the spring leg therethrough for the partial 
opening of the window, and means formed 
with the plate and engageable with said leg 
upon its passage through the plate to lock 
the window in its partly open position. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand. 

WILLIAM TULLIS HALL. 


