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1 Claim.
This invention relates to terminal posts for

" -electric circuits and consists in an improved
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construction of a device of this kind, especially
with the object in view to provide a reliable con-
tact between a conductor and the terminal post
and to secure the pressure-screw which is ordi-
narily used for effecting said contact and for
mechanically keeping said. conductor in posi-
tion. In addition, an object of this invention is

to provide instrumentalities for preventing said -

pressure-screw against falling out of the ter-
minal post, thereby rendering the terminal post

- as a whole more reliable as a contact and con-

necting member for the leads of electric circuits.
For the connection of electric leads, for in-
stance in case of terminal posts which are mount-

ed in a row upon a ledge or terminal board, there .
are ordinarily used terminal posts each having

an aperture or bore within which the ends of the
leads to be conductively connected with the ter-
minal post are kept in mechanical as well as elec-'
trical contact with the body of the terminal post

_solely by action of a plain pressure-screw. This

mode of connecting leads with the terminal post,
however, has the drawback that the contact sur-
faces between the lead and terminal post are only
rather small. In addition to this, the lead will
be liable to be crushed or otherwise damaged in
case of turning too tightly the pressure-screw.
These disadvantages which are inherent to
known constructions of terminal posts are suc-
cessfully avoided By my present invention, in
the first place by providing a special pressure-
member within the bore of the terminal post, in
the second place by properly constructing said
pressure-member to secure the end of the lead
in proper contact thereto and to the terminal
post as a whole and in the third place by pro-
viding on said pressure-member suitable pres-
sure or contact-surfaces for securing a reliable
contact with said lead. = Preferably, according to

my invention the terminal post is further so ar- _
ranged and constructed that the end of the pres-

sure-screw is connected with the aforementioned
pressure-member in such a manner that the for-
mer may be rotated relatively to and within the
latter, at the same time preventing separation
of said pressure-screw from the body of the ter-
minal post. The pressire-screw will thus be
positively prevented against being incidentally
separated - from the terminal post and protected
aga.inst loss. The practical value of the termi-
nal post as a whole will thus be considerably en-
hanced by my present invention.

Prefera.bly, accord.lng to my invention the aper-
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ture or bore of the main terminal body is sub-
divided centrally by means of a transverse wall
for the purpose of causing only one of the pres-
sure-members to positively act upon the end of

a single conductor to be connected with the ter- 8
minal post.

‘When using my new terminal post in the man-
ner above indicated in a row on a ledge or ter-
minal board, the main body of the terminal post _
is inserted in the ordinary manner into an in- 19
sulating body and the latter is now inserted into
a profiled ledge or terminal board in a manner
to immediately engage with the latter by means
of a projection on the one hand and to be secured
to the latter by means of a catch on the other 35
hand. Thus, for instance, the insulating body
may immediately engage the upper part of the
said profiled ledge or board, while a resilient
catch is fixed to the under part of said insulat-
ing body, said catch consisting preferably of a 2¢
spring-driven ball projecting partly from the
insulating body. ‘This construction offers the ad-
vantage that every terminal post may be imme-

- diately inserted into and taken out of said board

or ledge from the front thereof.

In the accompanying drawing which forms
part of this specification I have shown an example
of a terminal post constructed according to the
principles of my present invention. In the draw-
ing, Fig. 1 is a side-view of one form of terminal 3o
post constructed according to my invention, Fig.

2 a cross-section of Fig. 1, Fig. 3 a side-view
showing the terminal post according to Fig. 1
mounted on a profiled ledge or terminal-board,
and Fig. 4 a view taken on Fig. 3 from the right- - 35
hand side thereof.

Referring more particula.rly to the drawing,
the aperture or bore ¢ which is preferably di-
vided at its center by a wall ¢ is of wedge-shaped
conformation at its under part, as indicated at 40
d in Fig. 2 for the purpose of providing possi-
bilities of inserting the ends of conductors or
wires having different diameters into the ter-
minal.  Proper contact between the said ends of
the conductors or wires so inserted and the ter- 45

.minal is effected by means of the pressure-mem-

bers e which are fastened to the end of the pres-
sure-screw f. A transverse pin g is carried by the

. pressure-member and inserted thereinto from

the side thereof, said pin ¢ engaging with a 50-
groove h in the under part of said pressure-screw
e. This pin ¢, as may easily be seen from Fig.

.3, serves to lift the pressure-member e while

unscrewing the screw, that is during turning the

‘same in backward direction, The under part of 65
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the pressure-member is likewise of wedge-
shaped conformation and flattened at its under-
most end as shown in Fig. 2. Instead of flatten-
ing the pressure-member a at its under part,
also a groove may be provided at this place.
It may be noted that the pin g, in addition to
the purpose above indicated, will serve to pre-
vent the pressure-member e against being sepa-
rated from the screw f and against falling out
of the terminal post or béing lost which is fre-

quently the case in terminal posts of ordinary

construction. A counter-nut o with slots p
therein permitting rotation by means of a prop-
er implement, such as a key or the like, serves

for securely locking the screw f in any desired

condition. In order to connect a plurality of
terminal posts of the same construction with
each -other, there may be used a screw k¥ with a
washer m which is preferably provided with re-
silient prongs or the like.

If it is desired to use a plurality of the new

-terminal posts in the manner above indicated

in connection with a terminal board or ledge,
the terminal post b is inserted into a body r
of insulating material, said body of insulating
material being provided at its rear part with an
extension ¢t which serves for mounting and
fastening the same within a profiled ledge or
terminal board s. This profiled ledge or terminal
board consists of & metal strip having at its
upper part two bends, a forward hend u and an
inward bend » and at.its under part a forward
bend w and a further double bend forming a
flange z, as shown in Fig. 3. The upper part y
of the extension f on the insulating body r en-
gages immediately by means of a groove there-
in, as shown in Fig. 3, with the bend v, while
a catch having the form of a ball z engages from
the inside of the ledge or terminal board s with
the double bend or flange z thereon by action
of a spring q, said ball projecting out of the
under aperture of the sleeve I which is inserted
into the extension ¢t of the insulating body r.

‘The double bend or flange z has the inner por-

‘tion thereof which is connected to the forward

bend w disposed on an oblique angle to the for-
ward bend w, and the remaining or outer por-
tion of the flange x is adapled to abut against
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the shoulder formed at the junction hetween the
longer side wall of the extension { with the body

r. The spring-pressed ball 2, when the exten-

sion t is within the support s, engages against the

. oblique portion of the flange x and thereby yield-

ingly holds the other portion of the flange x in
abutting relation against the shoulder, so that
the body r will be firmly held in the support s.

In order to fasten the terminal-post at the
ledge or terminal board s, it will be sufficient to
move the upper part ¥ of the extension ¢ into

. the rear of the bend v in oblique position of the

insulating body r and to thereupon press the
terminal post into its final position, the ball or
resilient catch 2 first yielding and thereupon
engaging with the flange r at the inside there-
of. In a similar manner the terminal post may

.be taken off the profiled ledge or terminal board

s in direction towards the front without in any
way affecting the other terminal posts which
may be mounted on the ledge or terminal board

'8 in proximity to the terminal post so removed.

" I claim:
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In combination, a removable insulated body ‘

for a terminal post, a reduced extension integral
with the body, said extension having one side
wall thereof shorter than the other and the junc-
tion between the longer side wall and the body
forming- a shoulder, said body at the junction
of the shorter side wall therewith having a notch
therein, a support for said body substantially U-
shaped in transverse section, one leg of said sup-
port being shorter than the other, an inwardly
extending flange on said short leg engageable
in said notch, a. substantially V-shaped flange
carried -by the other leg of said support, one
portion of said V-shaped flange being oblique
to the longer leg of the support and the remain-
ing portion of the V-shaped flange abutting
against said shoulder, and a spring-pressed ball
carried by said extension and projecting through

the longer side wall thereof in a position to en-

gage said oblique portion of said V-shaped flange
to thereby maintain the remaining portion of the

v-shaped flange in abutting relation against said. -

shoulder.
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