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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

This invention relates to a method and apparatus for
preparing a man’s face for shaving with an electric shaver,
to prevent nicking, chafing and burning of the skin and
pulling of the beard, such as is frequently experienced, by
the application of a suitable emollient substance simul-
taneously with the act of shaving.

———— S ————

It is common knowledge among users of electric shavers
that a tough beard or a tender skin, and particularly
these two in combination, makes it exceedingly uncom-
fortable to cut the beard sufficiently close to achieve a
smooth, well-groomed appearance. Furthermore, when an
electric shaver is operated for more than a few moments,
it heats up and the heat of the cutting heads increases
the discomfort experienced by the user and leaves the skin
reddened and chafed.

Many users of electric shavers have become inured to
this burning and pulling, because of the advantages of
speed and the elimination of preparatory lathering and the
post-shaving application of lotion, required for a blade
shave,

It is the purpose of the present invention to provide
means for conditioning the face and neck so that anelec-
tric shaver will cut the beard clean and close without
burning the skin. When the device of the present invention
is used, with lotion applied simultaneously with the action
of the shaver, the latter is prevented frrom heating up,
thus giving a greater measure of comfort to the face and
neck. In addition, the present invention prevents particles
of beard that have been cut off, from being passed repeat-
edly through the cutting heads, thereby obstructing the
action of the shaving head upon the beard which remains
uncut, and this result is achieved to an even greater extent
when the emollient used has an oil base, thus effecting an
improvement in the cutting action of the shaver.

As is commonly known, the skin is more susceptible to
burn when it is dry than when it is moist. Furthermore,
the beard may be cut more easily when it is moist.

For the purpose of this invention, therefore, a device
for application to the face and neck of a suitable emollient,
simultaneously with the shaving action, is shown in the
attached drawings forming a part of this application, in
which like numbers indicate the same parts in all figures,
and in which

FIGURE 1 shows the head of an electric shaver of one
of the conventional configurations, having the applicator
adhesively attached to the shaver head;

FIGURE 2 shows the electric shaver as in FIGURE 1,
but with the device of the present invention attached by
means of the mating action of ridges or projections on
the internal periphery of the device, with grooves or de-
pressions on the shaver head;

FIGURE 3 shows the device of the present invention,
detached from the shaver head, made into a substantially
rigid form;

FIGURE 4 is a cross section taken on line 4—4 of
FIGURE 3;

FIGURE 5 is a longitudinal sectional view, showing
the device of the present invention in the form of a flex-
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ible, elastic member suited to use with electric shavers of
various sizes and configurations, and having the applicator
means integrally attached to said member;

FIGURE 6 is a cross-section taken on line 6—6 of
FIGURE 5;

FIGURE 7 is-a plan view, part sectional, of another
embodiment of the present invention, wherein the ap-
plicator is mounted on a roller on each side of the shaver
head;

FIGURE 8 is an end view of the device as in FIGURE
7; and

FIGURE 9 is a cross-section taken on line 9—9 of
FIGURE 7.

Referring to FIGURE 1 of the drawings, a conventional
electric shaver 10 is shown having cutting heads 11, 11
and groove 12 on the side of the head, provided to ac-
commodate the clips of the cover (not shown). The ap-
plicator material 13 is adhesively attached upon the shaver
head, surrounding the cutting head assembly,

In FIGURE 2, the device of the present invention, in the
form of a substantially rigid frame 14 having the ap-
plicator material 13 integrally attached thereto, is shown
fitted upon the shaver by means of ridges or projections
15 mating with grooves 12.

As the invention appears in FIGURE 3, the parts there-
of may be more easily discerned, and FIGURE 4 shows
the construction of the device.

In order to accommodate a single device for use with
various configurations of shavers, the flexible, elastic mem-
ber 16 shown in FIGURE 5 is provided, wherein spaced
apart projections 17, 17 upon the internal periphery of
said member permit the same to be fitted upon shavers
of various configurations by the mating of said projections
with the grooves of the respective shaver heads, the ap-
plicator material 13 being integrally attached to said mem-
ber, with suitable separation points as at 18 to permit
stretching of the member without distortion or detach-
ment of said applicator material.

Referring to FIGURE 7, the applicator 13 has a gen-
erally cylindrical configuration, and disposed longitudinal-
ly therethrough, mounting means 19 for retaining said
applicators in close relationship with the shaver head. The
details of construction of this embodiment are more clear-
1y shown in FIGURES 8 and 9.

In use, the device of the present invention is either ad-
hesively attached to, or clipped onto, the electric shaver
after removal of the protective cover therefrom; and a
suitable emollient such as a conventional shaving lotion
or an oil-based healing or cooling liquid is applied to the
absorbent material of the said applicator. This may be ac-
complished either by immersion of said applicator into
the emollient, or by pouring small guantities of the latter
upon the applicator material.

The shaver is then passed across the surface of the neck
and face, where the beard is to be removed, thus moisten-
ing the skin and beard simultaneously with the cutting
action of the shaver, and the beard is cut off without
chafing, burning or nicking the skin. By softening the
beard and shaving simultaneously, shaving time is re-
duced, and said shaving time is further reduced because a
larger area may be shaved at a time, with fewer strokes.
No more short strokes of the shaver are required, and the
length of the stroke to be used is limited omly by the
contour of the face and the area required to be shaved.

The embodiment of FIGURE 7 provides the added ad-
vantage of a massaging action of the rollers as they are
moved back and forth across the face and neck.

When an oil-based emollient is used, the oil tends to
hold the particles of beard and carry them along, instead
of leaving them to be cut and re-cut as the shaver is
moved back and forth across the skin. This oil base also
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serves to improve the effectiveness of the cutting heads of
the shaver.

When the shaving is completed, the film of emollient
remaining on the skin serves to protect the skin, eliminat-
ing the need for an after-shave lotion such as has hereto-
fore been necessary with conventional shaving methods
and devices.

What I claim as my invention, and wish to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is:

1. In combination with an electric shaver having a shav-
ing surface, an emollient applicator comprising a body
of absorptive material and means for attaching the ap-
plicator to the shaver so that the body of absorptive ma-
terial is positioned along at least a portion of the edge of
the shaving surface, said attaching means including an
annular frame having a size and configuration similar to
the periphery of the shaving surface, means upon the in-
ternal periphery of said frame for engagement with groove
means which surround at least in part the shaving surface,
and wherein the body of absorbent material is a compres-
sible sponge-like material mounted on the outer periphery
of said frame.

2. In combination with an electric shaver having a shav-
ing surface, an emollient applicator comprising a body
of absorptive material and means for attaching the ap-
plicator to the shaver so that the body of absorptive ma-
terial is positioned along at least a portion of the edge of
the shaving surface, said attaching means being an elastic
member having spaced apart at intervals upon the inner
periphery thereof projections for engagement with groove
means which surround at least in part the shaving surface,
and wherein the absorbent material is a compressible
sponge-like material mounted on the outer periphery of
said applicator.

3. In combination with an electric shaver having a shav-
ing surface, an emollient applicator comprising a body
of absorptive compressible sponge-like material and means
for adhesively attaching and retaining the applicator to
the outer periphery of said shaver surface so that the body
of absorptive material is positioned along at least a por-
tion of the edge of the shaving surface, said compressible,
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sponge-like material is adhesively attached and retained
upon the outer periphery of said shaver surface.

4. Applicator means for use with electric shavers,
wherein a frame of configuration substantially similar to
the shaving surface of said electric shaver is mounted upon
said shaver surface, with means upon the internal pe-
riphery of said frame for attachment thereof to the outer
periphery of said shaving surface, and having upon at
Jeast a portion of the outer periphery of said frame ab-
sorbent, compressible, sponge-like material of such nature
as to receive, retain, and upon pressure being applied
thereto, to release an emollient substance, such emollient
having the effect, when applied by such pressure upon the
face and neck, of softening the skin and beard to permit
close shaving of the beard without burning or chafing of
the skin.

5. The invention of claim 4, wherein said absorbent,
compressible, sponge-like material comprises at least one
body of substantially cylindrical configuration, having a
portion of said frame extending longitudinally there-
through to permit rotation of said sponge-like material
upon the axis formed by said portion of the frame.
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