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To all vhon, it notif concern. 
Beit known that we, CHARLESE.BAKER and 

PALMER A. RITCHEY, citizens of the United 
States, residing at Bloomdale, in the county 
of Wood and State of Ohio, have invented a 
new and useful improvement in a device for 
fastening the two ends of a bull-rope together 
used in drilling gas and oil wells, of which 
the following is a specification. 
Our invention relates to a bull-rope socket 

clamp, and has for its object to provide a 
clamp of inexpensive construction and in 
which the end of a rope or cable can be se 
curely fastened without the necessity of in 
juring the fiber of the rope and in which con 
venience is provided for taking up the slack 
of the rope. 
A further object is to provide for attach 

ment of the bail to the clamp within the outer 
diameter of the clamp, thereby avoiding abra 
sion of the rope by the bail. 
A further object is to provide ears extend 

ing upon an incline from the socket proper to 
guide the clamp in passing a crossed rope and 
prevent abrasion of the same. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a top plan view 

of two clamps joined. This view is prefer 
ably drawn to show the extended ears and 
the bails connected there with, thereby dis 
closing recesses in the conical rope-clamps. 
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical section of the 
clamp, showing the rope expanded therein 
and the ear-sections, with the bail, engaging 
the Same. Fig. 3 is an elevation of the clamp, 
showing in front view the contour of the ears; 
and Fig. 4 is a top plan view of the clamp 
with the rope omitted. 

l designates the conical tubular portion, 
having a body portion 2, from which extends 
ears 3, the ears being formed with an inclined 
offset 4 of sufficient depth to allow of receiv 
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ing a bail 5, in which the loop 6 shall be 
within the outer diameter of the larger end 
of the conical housing. Loop 5 is free to play 
upon the pintles 7 of the ears in any desired 
lateral movement and in practice is joined to 
its companion clamp by a link 8. The offset 
4 is inclined in an opposite direction to the 
inclination of the conical portion 1 for a pur 
pose, to wit: This invention being designed 
more particularly for oil-drilling rigs, the 
bull-rope is crossed from the main source of 
power to the transmitting machinery and the 
inclined sides of the ears 3 permit the rope 

Sion. 
to pass at the crossing-point without abra- 55 

It will be noticed that in the peculiar con 
struction of the conical portion 1 and the rela 
tive position of the ears 3 there is a V-shaped 
portion 9, which is designed for the purpose 
of more ready access to the enlarged end of 
the rope 10 to allow of grasping the enlarged 
end 11 of the rope to pull the same through 
the conical portion 1 for the purpose of talk 
ing up any slackin the rope 10. This feature 
of the invention we regard as of great impor 
tance. 
In assembling the parts the rope 10 is passed 

through the conical portion 1 and may then 
be enlarged at the end by splicing or inter 
weaving a greater amount of material into 
the end or, in fact, by inserting within the 
central core of the end a conical plug, and, 
as will be readily understood, the enlarge 
ment of the end coincident with the taper of 
the conical portion 1 will effectually prevent 
the rope from passing through the side body. 
The recesses 11 are important in this particul 
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lar, as it is often desirable to take up the 
slack of the rope, and these recesses allow of 
ready access to the enlarged end of the rope, 
which may be pulled through the conical por 
tion 1 to the desired degree and then enlarged, 
as has been described. 

It will be seen that by reason of the con 
traction of the ears 3 at the point 4 the bails 
are secured within the area of the outer di 
ameter of the maximum point of the body 
portion 1, thereby preventing abrasion of 
cross-ropes. 
What we claim is 
A rope - clamp comprising a conical body 

portion, a rope or cable secured in the body 
portion, ears projecting upwardly from the 
body portion upon diametrically opposite 
sides, the body of the clamp being formed 
with an offset at the base of the ears, whereby 
the ears project upwardly within the maxi 
mum diameter of the body, and substantially 
V-shaped recesses in the body of the clamp 
upon opposite sides and between the ears, 
said recess extending into the body below the 
end of the rope, substantially as described. 

CHARLES E. BAKER. 
PALMER. A. RITCHEY. 

Witnesses: 
O. F. CAMPBELL, 
F. H. CAMPBELL. 
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