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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, WiLLIAM CARLISLE
PRICE, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Blackfoot, in the county of Bingham and
State of Idaho, have invented a new and use-
ful Broom, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

The invention relates to improvements in
brooms.

One object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of brooms and to
provide a simple, inexpensive, and efficient
one adapted to readily remove dust without
wearing a carpet and capable of being readily
renewed when the brush or broom material
has become worn.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a device of this character having the
general configuration of an ordinary broom
and possessing theresiliency of a straw broom,
whereby a brush may be operated as advan-
tageously in sweeping as a broom,

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claims hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front eleva-
tion of a convertible broom and mop con-
structed in accordance with this invention.
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same. Fig. 3
is a front elevation of another form of the in-
vention. Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view
of the same.

Like numerals of reference designate corre-
sponding parts in all the figres of the draw-
ings.

1 designates a convertible broom and mop
provided with a clamp 2, adapted to receive
bristles 3 or a mop - cloth and conneeted
with a handle 4 by central and side springs 5
and 6. The handle is similar to an ordinary
broom-handle, and the device, which presents
the appearance or configuration of an ordi-
nary broom, has the resilienecy of a straw
broom, owing to the spring connections be-
tween the clamp and the handle, and the
brush may beused in the same manneras an
ordinary straw broom and with the same fa-
cility. The clamp 2, which is constructed of
sheet metal or other suitable material, is in-
verted-U-shaped in cross-section, being com-

posed of two sides connected by adjusting de-
vices 7, which may consist of bolts and nuts,

asg illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2 of the accom-
panying drawings, but which may be of any
other desired construction. The bristles 3,
which are clamped between the sides of the
clamp, are readily removable and may be
cheaply and econveniently replaced when
worn, and they arealsoadapted to be removed
to permit a mop-cloth to be substituted for
them, and a strip of rubber may also be placed
in theclamp to form a squeegee for sweeping
water from a floor or other surface, so that

the same will rapidly dry. The springs,which

are arranged in pairs, have their lower ends
8 and 9 riveted or otherwise secured to the
outer faces of the sides of the same.. The
central springs 5 extend vertically from the
clamp to the handle 4, and the side springs 6
areextendedinward and upward toform arms
10, which are arranged at opposite sides of the
handle. The upper terminals of the springs
are secured to the handle by a wire 11, which
is wrapped dround them,asillustrated in Figs.
1 and 2, but any other suitable means may
be employed for connecting the springs to the
lower end of the handle. The central and
side springs are connected at a point between
the handle and the clamp by a horizontal strip
12, arranged between the pair of springs and
riveted or otherwise secured to the same.
This strip 12, which is constructed of resilient
material, does not impair the resiliency of the
device.

"~ In Figs. 3 and4 of the accompanying draw-
ings is “illustrated another modification of
the invention, wherein bristles 17 are con-
nected by a series of flat springs 18 with a
head 19 of a broom-handle 20, and the said
bristles are received within a clamp 2*, con-
structed similar to that heretofore described
in connection with Figs. 1 and 2 of the draw-
ings. The lower end of the handle is fitted
in a suitable socket 21 of the head 19, and
the latter is provided at its bottom with a
kerf or slot 22 for the reception of the upper
ends of the springs 18. The lower ends 18*
of the springs are split and forked to strad-
dle the clamp 2%, and they are riveted oroth-
erwise secured to the outer faces of the sides
of the same. The head 19 is approximately
segmental and thesidesprings diverge down-
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wardly to conform to the configuration of an
ordinary broom, and by employing single flat
springs 18 the device is rendered highly re-
silient. Instead of employing bristlesin the
manufacture of the brushes wire may be used
to provide a scrubbing-broom.

It will be apparent that the device is ex-
ceedingly simpleand inexpensive in construc-
tion, that the brush may be readily renewed
when worn, and that the springs impart a re-
siliency to it; which will enable it to be em-
ployed for sweeping with the same facility
as an ordinary straw broom. It will also be
apparent that in the form of the invention
illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2 the brush may be
removed and that a mop-cloth or a strip of
rubber or other material may be placed in
the clamp to convert the broom into a mop
or squeegee.

Changes in the form, proportion, size, and
the minor details of construction within the
scope of the appended claims may be resort-
ed to without departing from the spirit or

‘2 655,369

sacrificing any of the advantages of this in-
vention.

‘What is claimed is—

1. A deviceof the class described comprising
a clamp, a handle, a series of springs connect-
ingthe clamp and the handle and having their
lower ends straddling the clamp, and a hori-
zontal spring connecting the said springs, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

2. Adevice of the class described comprising
a clamp, a handle, central and side springs
arranged in pairs and connecting the handle
and the eclamp, and a horizontal spring inter-
posed between the central and side springs
and connecting the same, substantially as de-
seribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM CARLISLE PRICE.

Witnesses:

GREGORY JONES,
JoHN MONTGOMERY.
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