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FIG. 2 In one embodiment, the container includes a cover coupled to a base through
102 a hinge. The hinge can provide three settings: opened, closed and middle.

Within the base of the container, a number of sections can be provided. One
section can enclose the hinge. At a distal end from the hinge, another section

100"

can include a portion where an electronic cigarette can be held. The section
can incorporate a spring loaded mount whereby the electronic cigarette can
be held tirmly into place or loosely removed.
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ELECTRONIC CIGARETTE CONTAINER

REFERENCE TO RELATED DISCLOSURES

[0001] This disclosure claims priority to U.S. Provisional Application Serial No. 61/614,973

titted ELECTRONIC CIGARETTE ATTACHMENTS, COMPONENTS AND HOLDERS to

Mark Scatterday and Craig Weiss that was filed on March 23, 2012,

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] This disclosure generally relates to electronic cigarettes, and more particularly, to a

container for an electronic cigarette,
BACKGROUND

[6003] Electronic cigarettes currently available on the market are an increasingly popular
smoking alternative for users of traditional cigarettes. These cigarettes are designed to be stand
alone products removing the need for packaging associated with a “pack™ of cigarettes.
Nevertheless, users tend to be both consumers of iraditional and electronic cigarettes. A need
therefore exists for a container to carry both types of smoking devices as well as provide

additional features which will become appal‘ent from the description provided below.
SUMMARY

[0004] This summary is provided to introduce a selection of concepts in a Simpiiﬁéd form
that are further described below in the DESCRIPTION OF THE DISCLOSURE. This summary
is not intended to idenﬁﬁr key features of the claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to be used

as an aid in determining the scope of the claimed subject matter,
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[0005]  In accordance with one aspect of the present disclosure, an electronic cigarette
container is provided. The‘ container can iﬁclude a cover, a base coupled to the cover and a
pivoting hinge coupled to the cover and the base positioned at one end for opening and closing
the electronic cigarette container. In addition, the container can include a slot positioned at a
distal end within the base to hold an eIécfronic cigarette.

[0006] In accordance with another aspect of the present disclosure, a container is provided.
The container can include a top and a base coupled to the top. In addition, the container ¢an
include a hinge for raising and lowering the top from and to the base, wherein the base is
sectioned into at least three sections, one section for securing the hinge, another section
configured to hold an electronic cigarette an;d a middle section.

[0007] In accordance with yet another aspect of the present disclosure, a method for
providing an electronic cigarette with at least one traditional cigarette is provided. The method
can include sectioning a base into at least three compartments, one compariment housing the
electronic cigarette. In addition, the method can include coupling the base to a top through a
pivoting hinge, the pivoting hinge fitted into another compartment of the at least three
compartments of the base, the pivoting hinge éonﬁgured to place the top in an open, middle and

closed positibn.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0G08] The novel features believed to be characteristic of the disclosure are set forth in the
appended claims. In the descriptions that foﬂbw, like parts are marked throughout the
specification and drawings with the same numerals, respectively. The drawing figures are not
necessarily drawn to scale and .(':ertain figures can be shown in exaggerated or geﬁr;:ralized form

in the interest of clarity and conciseness. The disclosure itself, however, as well as a preferred
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mode of use, further objectivés and advantages thereof, will be hést understood ;oy reference to
the fdllowing detailed description of illustrative embodiments when read in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, wherein:

[0009] FIGURE 1 is a side view of an exemplary container having a closed lid in
accordance with one or more. aspects of the present disclosure; |

[0010] FIGURE 2 is a side view of the exemplary container of FIGURE 1 openéd;

[0011] FIGURE 3 is a side view of the exenﬁplary confainer of FIGURE 1 having the
alternative smoking device extracted; |

[0012] FIGURE 4 is a side view of tﬁe exemplary container of FIGURE 1 showing a
sample closing mechanism for the holder;

[0013] FIGURE S5 is a side view of the exemplary container of FIGURE 1 having the
alternative smoking device inserted along with other products; and

[0014] FIGURE 6 is a side view of the exemplary container of FIGURE 1 having the

alternative smoking device inserted along with other products and an ignition source.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0015]  The description set forth below in connection with the appended drawings is intended
as a description of presentlf,r prefeﬁed embodiments of the disclosure and is not intended to
represent the -only forms in which the present disclosure can be constructed and/or utilized. The
description sets forth the functions and the sequence of steps for constructing and operating the
disclosure in connection with the illustrated embodiments. It is to be understood, however, that
the saine or equivalent functions and sequences can be accomplished by different embodiments

that are also intended to be encompassed within the spirit and scoiae of this disclosure.
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|uv16] The present disclosure generally relates to clectronic cigaréttes, and more particularly,
to a container for storing the electronic 'cigafette. In one embodiment, the container includes a
cover coupled to a base through a hinge. The hinge can provide three settings: opened, closed
and middle. Within the base of the container, a number of sections can be provided. One section
can enclose the hinge. At a distal end from the hinge, another section can include a portion
where an electronic cigarette can be held, This section can incorporéte a spring loaded mount
whereby the electronic cigarette can be held firmly into place or loosely removed. |
[0017] A number of advantages can be provided by the electronic_cigarette container, The
céntainer can allow a user o carry both an electronic cigarette as well as a traditional cigarette.
The container can also maintain a flame source for lighting the traditional cigarette. When
sealed, the container prevents other liquids from entering in that could potentially damage the
clectronic cigarette and other coﬁtents therein. Furthermore, the shape of the container allows it
to be placed within a pocket of a user. The container can also prevent the components within
from being contaminated. A number of additional advantages will become apparent from the

description provided below.

[0018]  Turning to FIGURE 1, a side view of an exemplary container 100 having a closed lid

102 in accordance with one or more aspects of the present disclosure is shown. While the

container 100 can have a clear or opaque covering, other types of colors can be used. Labels can
be provided over the container 100 that can cover the entire container 100 or portions of it
Brands can be displayed on the container 100. The container 100 can be made of a variety of
materials including plastic and metal, to name a few.

[0019] The dimensionsA of the container 100 can be sized according to its contents.
Typically, the container 100 has é very narrow depth. By way of a non-limiting example, the

dimensions correspond to an electronic cigarette 150. The width of the electronic cigarette 150
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can define the depfh of the container 100, The length of the eiéctrdnic cigarette 150 can define
the height of the container 100. The width of the container 100 can be defined by the number of
items placed within it. The width of the container 100 can be greater if the user intends to adé
other items into it.
[0020] When closed, the container -100l can protect the contents within if, Whjch can include a
traditional cigarette or other electronic cigarette 150. The shape of the cigarette 150 can include
relatively flat portions surround by slender curved sections. The container 100 can include a
cover 102 and base 104. The cover 102 can also be referred to as a ftop or top portion and the
Base 104 can be defined as a bottom or bottom portion. The cover 102 and base 104 can be
| designed such that when closed, a tight seal can be formed. This seal can prevent liquid from
entering in and destroying the contents therein.
[0021] Within the interior of the container 100, a number of sections 106, 108 and 116G can
be provided. The sections can extend along a length of the base 104 and partitioned tb separate
them. A first section 106 can be used to hold a hinge 112. The hinge 112 can also be referred to
as a latching mechanism, closing and opening device, etc. The hinge 112 can extend to a portion
within the sectionr 106 or in the alternative, all the way to the bottom 'of the container 100. A
section within the cover 102 can also be provided that maintains a top portion of the hinge 112.
_[0022} The containe;l(}[} can also include a n;iddle portion 108. In ,so;lae implementations
of the container 100, the middle portion 108 is absent making the container 100 smaller and
having less of a width. The middle portion 108 can be filled with a number of different items
that will be desoribed in further details below. On one end of the container 100 was the hinge
112, On a distal end from the hinge 112, as shown in FIGURE 1, another seotion 110, or slot,
can be provided. This section 110 can hold and maintain an electronic cigarette 150, Other

items can also be placed within this section 110 as well.
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[0U23] In section 110, where the electronic cigarette 150 i's-pIa‘ced,- a spring loaded mount
can be provided. The spring loaded mount can be used to hold and retain the electronic cigarette
150 or be used to e};tend the cigarette 150 outwards. FIGURE 2 is a side view of tﬁe exemplary
container 100 of FIGURE 1 opened. As shown, the hinge‘ 112 can be manipulated such that the
cover 102 and base 104 is opened. At the point where the cover 102 and base 104 are connected,
a pivot can be used. The pivot can allow the hinge 112 to opén and close the container 100.
‘When opened through the hinge 112, the contents of the container 100 can be exposed.

[0024] FIGURE 3 is a side view of the exemplary container 100 of FIGURE 1 having the
alternative smoking device 150 extracted. The electronic cigarette 150 can be pulled from the
base; 104 while the cover 102 i§ opened through the hinge 112. This can be accomplished by the
user using their finger and sliding the cigarette 150 out. Alternatively, the spring loaded mount
can be used. By way of a non-limiting example, the mount can be used to retain the cigarette
150 through a clasp. When pressed down, the_clasp would be released at the same time being
raised. The raised electronic cigarette 150 can then be easily extracted out of the container 100,
When the user wishes to store the cigarette 150, the user can simply slide it into the section 110
and press it against the spring loaded mount. The clasp can then retain and hold the cigarette
while lowering if into the container 100. Both tradi_tionai cigarettes and electronic cigarettes 150
can be used with the sp;ing loaded mount. A h

[0025] FIGURE 4 is a side Vie-w of the exemplary container 100 of FIGURE 1 showing a
sample closing mechanism 112 for the holder, or hinge. The hinge 112 can be fit within the
section 106 closet to the pivot connecting the base 104 to the cover 102. The hinge ‘112, as
shown, is distal from the electronic cigarette 150. The hinge 112 can include a ségment 406,
lever 404 and spring 402. The segment 406 can provide .a base for the spring 402. The segment

406 can be fitted into the section 106 of the container 100. It can either extend all the way into
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the sectionr 106 or a portion thereof, The lever 404 can be fit into thé cover 102, The cover 102
can have its own section for placing the lever 404 into so that it catches when the container 100
is being opened and closed.
[0026] The spring 402 évithin the hinge 112 can provide tension to the hinge 112. This
tension can be used to manipulate the cover 102 of the container 100 such that it is in a closed,
opened and middle position. :In an opened position, the cover 102 is flipped back as shown in
FIGURE 4, shut as shown in FIGURE 1 and halfway betWeen when in a middle position.
Depeénding on the tension of the spring 402, different positions of the cover 102 can be achieved.
[0027] FIGURE 5 is a side view of the exemplary container 100 of FIGURE 1 having the
alternative smoking device 150 inserted along with other products.- As described earlier, a
- middle section 108 can be provided within the container 100. Through this middle section 108 a
number of different items can be stored. While the container 100 was broken into mﬁltiple
sections 106, 108 and 110, the container 100 does not have to be separated. Furthermore, those
dividers that extend along the length of the container 100 can be fully extended (as shown) or
partially extended.
[0028] Often times, smokers tend to carry tobacco cigarettes 502 as well as electronic

cigarettes 150, or other implements. When the user is inside, they can smoke the smoking device

150 and when they are outside they can smoke tobacco cigarettes 502 carried within the
container 100. The container 100 cah thereby provide a smoker with a variety of choices. The
traditional cigarettes 502 can be placed within the middle section 108 as described above.
. Preferably, middle section 108 is dimensioned to be able to accommodéte more than one
cigarette, whether more than one (e.g., two) elg:ctronic cigarettes 150, mpx'e than one (e.g., two) |
tobacco oigafettes 502, ora comb_inatio_n of electronic cigarettes 150 and tobacco cigarettés 502

(e.g., one of each). Of course, it would also be possible to dimension middle section 108 so that
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it can hold only a signle electronic cigarette 150 or a single tobacco cigarette 502.

[0029] FIGURE 6 is a side view of the exemplary container of FIGURE 1 having the
electronic cigarette 150 inserted along with other products and an ignition source 602. The
container 100 can also providé a flame through the ignition source 602 for traditional tobacco
cigarettes 502 that can be stored within the middle segment. In one embodiment, the flame can
be automaticélly started when the container 100 is-opened. A switch can be provided to turn on
and off the flame such tﬁat when it is opened, but the switch is turned off, the flame would not
start. Through this, a user can carry an electronic cigarette 150 and traditional cigarette 502 with
ignition source 602.

10030] The foregoing description is provided to enable any person skilled in the relevant art
to practice the various embodiments described hercin.© Various modifications to ;rhese
embodiments will be readily apparent to those skilled in the relevant art, and generic principles
defined herein can be applied to other embodiments. Thus, the claims are not intended to be
limited to the embodiments shown and described herein, but are to be accorded the full scope
consistent with the language of the claims, wherein reference to an element in the singular is not
intended to mean "one and only one" unless specifically stated, but rather "one or more.” All

structural and functional equivalents to the clements of the various embodiments described

throughout this disclosure that are known or later come to be known to those of ordinary skill in
the relevant art are expressly incorporated herein by reference and intended to be encompassed
by the claims. Moreover, nothing disclosed herein is intended to be dedicated to the public

regardless of whether such disclosure is explicitly recited in the claims.
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CLAIMS

What is claimed is:
1. An electronic cigarette container comprising:

a cover;

a base coupled to the cover;

a pivoting hinge coupled to the cover and the base positioned at one end f-or opening and
closing the electronic cigarette container; and

a slot positioned at a distal end within the Base to hold an electronic cigarette.
2. The electronic cigarette container of Claim 1, wherein the cover and base, when closed,
forms a tight seal. |
3. The electronic cigarette container of Claim 1, wherein a length of the cover and base,
when closed, is larger than a length of the electronic cigarette.
4, The electronic cigarette container of Claim 1, wherein the base comprises the slot, a
middle portion and a pivoting hinge holder.

5. The electronic cigarette container of Claim 4, wherein the middle portion is configured to

hold a traditional cigarette,

6. The electronic cigarette container of Claim 4, wherein the middle pottion is configured to
hold a flame source.
7. The electronic cigarette container of Claim 4, wherein the middle portion is configured to

hold a traditional cigarette and flame source.

8. The electronic cigarette container of Claim 4, wherein the middle portion is configured to

hold at least one additional electronic cigarette.

9. The electronic cigatette container of Claim 1, wherein the pivoting hinge comprises a

scgment, lever and spring.
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10.  The electronic cigarette contaiﬁer of Claim 1, wherein the slot within the base comprises
a spring loaded mount for holding and dispensing the electronic cigarette,
11, The electronic cigarette container of Claim 10, wherein the spring loaded mount
comprises a pop up position for dispensing the electronic cigarette and a pop down position for
hOldiﬁg the electronic cigarette.
12, A container comprising:

a top;

a base coupled to the top; and

a hinge for raising and lowering the top from and to the base, wherein the base is
sectioned into at least three sections, one section for securing the hinge, another section
conﬁ gured to hold an electronic cigarette and a middle section.
13,  The container of Claim 12, wherein the top comprises a section for securing the hinge,
14, The container of Claim 13, wherein the hinge comprises a lever fitted into the section of

the top.

15.  The container of Claim 12, wherein the hinge comprises an open setting, closed setting

and a middle setting.

16.  The container of Claim 12, wherein the section configured to hold the electronic cigaretie

comprises a spring loaded mount for holding and dispensing the electronic cigarette.

17.  The container of Claim 12, wherein the middle section is configured to hold at least one

traditional cigarette.

18.  The container of Claim 12, wherein the middle section is configured to hold another

electronic cigaretie.

19.  The container of Claim 12, wherein the middle section is configured to hold a flame

source for lighting a traditional cigarette.
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20. - A method for providing an electronic cigarette with at least one traditional cigarette
comprising:

sectioning a base into at least three compartments, on¢ compartment housing the
electronic cigarette; and

coupling the base to a toplthrough a pivoting hinge, the pivoting hinge fitted into another
compartment of the at least three compartments of the base, the pivoting hinge configured to

place the top in an open, middle and closed position.
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