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7o all whom {Emay concern:

Be it known that I, Winnraas 1. Flare, o
citizen of the United States, residing at
Galax, in the county of Grayson and butu
of Virginia, have invented a new and ws
Bed-Brace, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

The invention relates to improvements in
bed braces.

The object of the present mventl(m is to
improve the construction of braces for beds
andd analogous urticles of furniture, and to
provide a simple, inexpensive and eflicient
bed brace of strong and durable construc-
tion, adapted to be casily operated and

capable ()1 exerting a powerful pull on a
plurality of l)laueb, whereby the head and
{oot boards and the side rails of a bed are
firuly held together.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists in the construction and
novel combination of parts hereinafter fully
described, illustrated in the cxccomptmvmn
drawing, and pointed out in the claim hereto
appended; it being understood t that various
changes in the 1()1111 proportion, size and
minor details of (,(mshuctmn, within the
scope of the claim, may be resorted to with-
out departing fr om tlie spirit or sacrificing
any of the advantages of the invention.

In the drawing I igure 1 1s a plan view
of a bed brace, “constructed in accordance
with this invention and shown applied to a
bed. Fig. 2 ig an enlarged longitudinal sec-
tional view of the central porlmn of the
bed brace. Iig. 3 1s a detail perspective
view of the L10h{uun“ device.

Like numerals of reference designate cor-
responding parvts in all the hguws of the
drawing.

Tn the ¢ accompanying drawing in which is
Ulustrated the preferred unbodlmont of the
invention, the bed brace comprises in its con-
struction a plurality of approximately di-
agonally dlsposed braces 1, each extending
from one of the corner ])()sts‘ 2 of a bed 3 to
the opposite side rail 4 thereof and con-
nected to the latter at a point beyond the
center of the same. The braces 1, which are
designed to be constructed of wire, or other
suitable material, are preferably secured to
the corner posts and side rails by screw eyes
5 or other suitable fastening means, the
terminals of the wire being passul through
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the eyes and wrapped around the braces ad-
jacent to the eyes, but the ends of the braces
may be secured to the bed in any other de-
mml manner.  The braces, which are four
in number, and arranged in pairs and the
pairs of braces cross mch other centrally of
the bed, two of the points of crossing being
in longitudinal alinement and the other
points of crossing being in transverse aline-
ment. The members of each palr of braces
are straight and are disposed i parallelism
before acted on by a tightening or stretch-
ing device 6, which is ((mmctul with the
braces at the longitudinally alined points of
crogsing by links 7, constructed of wire or
other suitable material and provided at their
ter mmals with inner and outer hooks 8 and
9. The ()utcr hooks engage the crossed
braces and the inner hooks are engaged by
the tensioning or tightening devi ice, “which
consists of a ll()ll/()llhl[ly coiled piece of rod
meta] or other suitable material. The links
extend longitudinally of the bed, and the
inner hooks luv linl w(l into the coils of the
tightening or stretching device at diametri-
1l[y ()[)l)()%llb points, and when the said de-
vice is rotated in a direction to screw or
draw the links inwardly, the braces are also
drawn inwardly and placed under the de-
sired tension.  The coils of the tightening
device ave relutively large, and the & said de-
vice retains the braces under the desired
tension without requiring any locking means
for holding the said device in its adjust-
ment. The tightening or stretching device
is provided at the outer end of the coiled
portion with an extension 10, forming a
handle and provided at its inner end with
angular bends 11 and 19, which offset the
Landle from the plane of the braces. The
cotled portion of the tightening or stretch-
ing device is located in the contral space
bounded | oy the crossed inner portions of the
braces, and the handle or extension 10, which
is horizontall y disposed, extends l)oyond the
said spuv and is adapted to be readily
grasped by the operator Antl does not inter-
fere with the use of the bed springs or any
other form of maltress support.

What i ls claimed is

A bed brace comprising a plurality of
crossed braces, links connected with the
braces at their points of crossing, and a
stretching or tightening device Lonslstmo of
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a horizontally coiled portion connected at | In testimony, that I claim the foregoing
diametrically opposite points with the said | as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa-
links, and a handle extending from the outer | ture in the presence of two witnesses.

end of the coiled portion and provided at its WILLIAM ISAAC HARP.
inner portion with offsetting bends adapted | Witnesses:

to arrange the said handle beyond the plane C. Oscar TaxLor,

of the said braces. M. G. Coomes.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the * Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. ¢




