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(57) Abstract: An optical pickup device
in which a liquid crystal optical element
integrally composed of a liquid crystal
panel for aberration correction and a liquid
crystal panel for n A /4 plate is disposed at a
tilt angle. The liquid crystal optical element
is characterized in that it has a first liquid
crystal layer having a first rubbing direction
and adapted for aberration correction,
a second liquid crystal layer having a
second rubbing direction and integrally

J jointed to the first liquid crystal layer, and

a transparent electrode for bringing about

g a potential difference in the second liquid

i crystal layer so as to control the phase
i angle of the light beam passing through
] the second liquid crystal layer, and that
the angle (W) between the first and second
rubbing directions is so determined that the
liquid crystal panel functions as an nA /4
plate depending on the tilt angle (@). An
optical pickup device having such a liquid
crystal optical element is also disclosed.
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