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70 all whom v may concern,:

Be it Imown that I, Jases Barxr, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, resid-
ing at Detroit, in the county of Wayne and
Staté of Michigan, have invented certain

‘new and useful Improvements in Card-In-

dexes, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawings. .

This invention relates to card indexes and
refers more particularly to a new and im-

proved card index of the type in which a.

plurality of cards are arranged in a frame
in overlapping relation so that the name of
the person whose account or other data is
carried on the card can be observed and thus
forms an index for the card.

Among the objects of the invention are to
provide a new and improved card index of
the character above méntioned in which the
name of the individual or other index mat-
ter is visible either when the card is in its
normal depending position or when- it is
turned upward to its reverse position; to
provide a construction in which the card is

_ detachably carried by a card-holder and .

“when in engagement therewith has an inter-
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locking connection which will prevent the
card from being accidentally pulled out of
the holder; to provide an improved signal*
ing device for card indexes: to provide a
card-holder and index system which can be
successfully employed with ordinary card
systems so that the previously iwritten cards
ean be adapted to my improved construction
without entirely rewriting such cards: and
in general to provide a new and improved
card index.. ‘ g

The invention also resides in such details
of construction and arrangements and com-
binations of parts as will more fully herein-
after appear. .

In the drawings: :

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing a
frame emploving cards embodying my in-

-vention;

Fig. 2 is an enlarged vertical section
through one of the cards and its holder;

Fig. 8 is a view showing my invention ap-
plied to a slightly modified construction of
holder; - :

Fig. 4 is an enlarged vertical sectional

view showing a modified construction of
card ; :

Fig. 5 is a similar view showing a still
further modification. ,

Describing in detail the e¢onstruction
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, A designates the
holder or frame having side flanges B and
B’ adapted to detachably receive the ends C

‘and C’ of the strip D. The latter is prefer-

ably flexible so that it can be bent to spring
its ends beneath the flanges B and B’ of the
frame. This card is connected by a flexible
joint E to the card-holder F. The strip D
and the card-holder F. are so proportioned
that the cards, while arranged in overlap-
ping relation, will be spaced or offset one
above another sufficiently to expose a small
portion of the lower end G of the card-
holder. : ) :

The cards themselves are formed of paper
or other suitable members H and are ar-
ranged to slide endwise into the seat J
formed at the lower end of the holder. As
shown in Fig. 2 this seat is in the form of a
U-shaped piece of celluloid orother trans-
parent material having its back J” pasted or
otherwise secured to the back of the lower
edge of the card-holder. while its forward

_part J2 is free from the card-holder but re-

siliently pressed toward the face of the eard-
holder.

The arrangement of parts as above de-
seribed is such that when the card H is in-
serted in the holder the name written.at the
lower ‘end of the eard will be visible through

the transparent material forming the holder

J. To facilitate the use of the cards and
make the index names also visible when the

.cards are turned upward to the position
of Tig. 1. T preferably

shown at the top
form the card with a return-bent flange K
which also carries the name or other index
data which will be visible when the eard is
in its turned-over position. This réturn-
bent flange X performs a further funetion,
namely that of locking the card from being
accidentally pulled ont from the holder.

As shown in the enlarged view, Fig. 2,
the celluloid or other transparent member .T
has its lower edge spaced some distance from
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the lower edge of the card.” This spacing is’ .

sufficient to receive the flange K so that the
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edge of the latter strikes squarely against the
lower edge of the card, forming a positive
shoulder abutment that will prevent the card
from being withdrawn upward out of the
holder. The recess formed by the transpar-
ent, member being formed below the edge of
the card-holder is also utilized for receiving
a sliding signal device L which can be of any
desired colored material, " o
In'the modified construction shown in Fig.
8 the spacing between the lower edge of the
card-holder and the lower edge of the U-
shaped member J is comparatively shallow,
being just sufficient to permit the retiurn-bent
flange of the card being inserted beneath the
edge of the holder. In this case the return-
bent flange K extends upward: beyond the
lower edge of the card-holder; to permit the
latter the celloloid member is pasted or

othewise secuved to the card-holder only a-

portion of the depth of the overlap. In this
case the signaling dévice L ig also-employed
in the same mannerasthat deseribed i con-
nection with #ig/ 1.  To facilitate the en-
gagement of the card with its holder the
lower edge of the card is preferably béveled
at M., : Lo
In place of employing a card with the in-

‘tegral return-bent flange K there can he sub-

stituted a construction in which theindex

names. are_whitten on ‘a narrow strip of

paper, cloth or other suitable material and

-pasted to the lewer edge of the card, as shown

in Fig. 4. This construction has the advai-
tage that where devices embody my inven-

use the old cards can be employed by merely
pasting. them on the strip N."Also if de-
sired the strip may be formed as a separate
member O which 1s return:bent and loosely

fits over the lower edge of the card, as shown

in Fig. 5. * | ok
Various changes, however, in the details
of constraction and-in the type and arrange-

ment of the ¢irds can be made within the ng - device
~flange interlocked: with the suid edge:of the

scope of my invention. ‘
‘What I claim as my invention is:— .
1. In a card index, the combination with a

card-holder having a Tain body portion and

a transparent. member secured to one edge
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© thereof, of a card having a return-bent flange
forming an interlock with the said edgé of
the main body portion. ,
2. In a card index, the combination with
.a card-holder having a main body porticn
and a transparent. member secured to.one
edge thereof, of a card having a return-bent
“flange forming an interlock with the said
edge of the main body portion, said card hav-
ing index data carried by its corresponding
edge and its return-bent flange.
"' 3..In a card index, the combination with a
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card-holder having a main body portion and

a transparent member secured to one edge
thereof, of a card having a return-bent flange
forming an interlock with the said edge of
the main body portion, said card having in:
dex data carried by its corresponding edge
and, its return-bent flange, and means for
holding the cards in overlapped relation so
that one of said
“yisible. . : ;
4. In a card index, the combination with &
card-holder having a main body portion and
a transparent member secured to one edge

- thereof, of & card having a return-bent flange -

forming an intérlock with the said ‘edge of
‘the main body portion, and a signaling de-
vice also retained by said transparent mem-
ber. . oo ' A
5. In a card index, the combination with a
card-holder having a main body portion and
a transparent member sccured to one edge
thereof, of a card having a reéturn-bent.flange
forming an interlock with the siid edge of
~the main body portion, and a signaling de-
vice -having a return-bent flange also inter-
Jocked with the said. edge of the main body
poertion.. . oo R
.26, In a'card index; the combination with a
‘card-holder having a main body portion and
" a transparent .member secured to one edge

- theresf, of a card having its corresponding

- edge positioned in said transparent member,
.and a’signaling device having 4 rvetirn-bent

main body portion:of the card:-holder; '~

- JAMES BARKER.
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- In-testimony whereof I affixmy signature.



