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© WILLIAM G. BETZ, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS,

" Todllwhom it may concern: .

Be it -known that I, Wittiam G. Brrz, a

~citizen of the United States of America, re-

- siding k
- State of Illinois, have invented certain new
-and useful Improvements in Hammer Rest-

T a specification:
. My “invention has to do
10

- in Chicago, county of Cook, and

Rails for Pianos, of which the following is
0 h - with hammer
rest-rails  for pianos and is directed more
particularly toreinforced hammer-rails, that
1s rest-rails constructed of wood and metal,

-.an object- of my invention being to provide
- a reinforced hammer-rail which is simple
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of construction, cheap to manufacture and
one which -although including wood or like
material in its structure will not warp.

In the ordinary hammer rest-rail which is
provided for pianos; it is desirable to have
one which is light in weight so that it may
be easily moved by the operation of the foot
pedal and therefore wooden rails are usually
employed but due to the lightness of the

- structure necessary’ they very often warp
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out ‘of shape and thus the hammers on the
pianos will not set in alinement. To over-
come this defect I have provided a hammer
rest-rail which comprisés a wooden body re-

~ inforced by a metallic angularly shaped bar -

agsociated ‘with the wooden . portion of the
rail in stuch a manner that the wooden por-
tion may be readily attached to the reinforc-

_ing. angle plate without permitting the
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" wooden part to. warp and draw away from

its reinforcement.

- For 4 better tmderStanding of'my inven-

. tion, reference is-to be had to the accom-
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panying drawing in ‘which-— 7

Figure 1 is a transverse section through
the preferred embodiment of my invention
shown in connection with a hammer and
action bracket such as are ordinarily em-
ployed; Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the
preferred method of hinging the rail to the
action brackets, this' view. also ‘showing a
longitudinal view of a part of the hammer-

corail o
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Referring now. more' particularly to the
preferred construction which I employ, I

have shown a hammer rest-rail A compris-

. ing preferablyan elongated angularly shaped
- metallic reinforcing member 3 to which is.

-~ attached a hammer rest 2 preferably of wood
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and having a slot 2! and over-hanging por-
tion 22 The rest 2 may be attached to the
reinforcing - angle plate 8 in any suitable

- manner but I preferably provide screws 5

which extend through the base 3 of the
reinforcing angle while the overhanging

_portion 2* is of sufficient strength to pre-
‘vent the rest 2 from warping and drawing

away from the angle 8. By the use of the
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portion 2% the use of fastening screws in
the vertical leg 32 of the angle plate is ob- -

viated and therefore the face of 82 may
bresent a plain finished surface toward the

front of the piano. A felt strip 4 is then
suitably secured to the wood strip 2 in any
suitable manner, but preferably by gluing
so that the hammers B may rest directly
upon a soft surface. For the purpose of

illustration a standard form of action

bracket 1'is shown having a shelf 1* which

supports a felt piece 8 on which the rail A"
‘may rest.

The hammer rest-rail A may be hinged to
the action brackets 1 in any suitable man-
ner but I preferably provide hinged mem-

bers 6 which are preferably threaded into

the wooden rest 2 and bent at a right angle

to enter a felt bushing 7 carried by the

bracket 1. - This type of hinging is simple
and also permits of adjustment by means of
the screw threaded end which enters the
block 2. ~ P
Although T have shown no connection
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from the hammer rest-rail A to a foot pedal, -

such connection may be provided in. any
suitable manner so as to permit an adjust--

ing movement of the hammer rest-rail A in
a well-known manner for the purpose of ad-
justing the hammers B for different lengths
of travel, when actuated by the keys.
Although T have illustrated a preferred
embodiment of my invention I am aware

- that many changes in shape and structure

will readily suggest themselves to those
skilled in the art and therefore T do not de-
sire to be limited to the exact structure as
shown and described but aim to cover all
that which comes within the spirit and scope
of the appended claim.

What I claim as new and desire to secure
by United States Letters Patent, is:
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A hammer rest-rail for pianos comprising 105
an L-shaped angle-iron, a wooden rail fitted
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-within the angle formed by the legs of the  Signed by me at Chicago, county of Cook L
angle-iron, means for attaching the rail to and State of Illinois, in the presence of two
the horizontal leg of the angle, and a slotted witnesses. S PSR

overhanging portion for the rail embracing . WILLIAM G. BETZ. = =
5 the upper end of the vertical leg for securely “Witnesses : ‘ NP SRR

holding the upper portion of the rail and - - G.. E. MUBLLER,

the vertical leg together. T 0. B. ScHRAM.

Coples of this pateynt,niay be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the « Commissioner of Patents.: - o5
v B " Washington, D.C.” = i




