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To all uphom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HoWARD R. ELLIOTT, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Billings, in the county of Yellowstone and 
State of Montana, have invented new and 
useful improvements in Gate-Latches, of 
which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in gate latches and it 
consists in the novel combination and ar 
rangement of parts as will be hereinafter 
more particularly described and pointed out 
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in the claims. 
In the drawings:-Figure 1 is a perspec 

tive view of my complete invention as at 
tached to a fence post showing the gate in 
operative connection there with and partially 
broken away. Fig. 2 is a perspective view 
of the plate forming a part of my invention 
and which is rigidly and permanently at 
tached to the fence post. 
section of the meeting rail of the gate and 
fence post showing any invention in plan, 
and Fig. 4 is a plan view of the blank form 
ing the body portion of the latch before the 
same is struck up for use. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

a very simple and practical gate latch, the 
parts of which can be interchanged and is 
so constructed as to automatically latch the 
gate by the movement of the latter in either 
direction without the requirement of addi 
tional parts or attachments, and the inven 
tion consists of a combined catch and stop 
plate of special design and formed or struck 
up from a single piece of metal and Secured 
to the fence post in any suitable and me 
chanical manner, and a spring actuated latch 
lever movably secured to the said catch and 
stop plate, said lever being adapted to oper 
ate in conjunction with the outside meeting 
end rail of the gate for locking the latter, 
all of which will appear from the detailed 
description to follow. 

Referring to the drawings 1 represents a 
fence post of the usual construction, 2 a. 
gate having the usual longitudinal bars 3 
and an end rail 4 which operates in conjunc 
tion with the fence post in the usual and 
well-known manner. To the inner or meet 
ing surface of the fence post is secured a 
plate 5 at any suitable distance along its 
length, said plate having a horizontal por 
tion 6 formed at right angles to the body 
portion of the same, the portion 6 being 
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ing continuation 7 provided with oppositely 
located downward stops or abutting por 
tions 8 against which either edge of the ver 
tical rail 4 of the gate 2 is adapted to come 
in contact. To the upper surface of the ex 
tension 6 of the plate 5 is movably secured a 
latch lever 9 at a suitable distance along its 
length the forward or free end of which is 
hook-shaped providing an inclined engag 
ing surface 10 and a shoulder 11 the former 
permitting the gate to freely engage with 
the latch and the latter preventing the gate 
from opening after the same has been prop 
erly closed against one of the stops or abut 
ting depending ends S of the plate 5. The 
catch lever 9 is of a suitable length the ends 
of which preferably extend a suitable dis 
tance beyond the fence post in order that 
the same may be properly and conveniently 
Operated from either side of said post. 

Fixed to the right angle extension 6 of 
the plate 5 is one end of a coiled spring 12 
the opposite end being attached in any suit 
able mechanical manner to the catch lever 
9 at the proper distance from its pivotal 
connection with the plate 5 for automatically 
throwing the catch lever to a latched posi 
tion as shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings, the 
position shown in dotted lines in said figure 
representing the lever in a position to per 
mit the gate to freely pass the engaging end 
of the lever, the latter being caused to as 
stume said position by the operator when it 
is desired to open the gate. 
By referring particularly to Fig. 2 of the 

drawings it will be seen that holes 13 are 
formed in the horizontal portion of the 
plate 5 either one of which is adapted to re 
ceive a stop pin 14 against which the catch 
lever is adapted to come in contact for limit 
ing the movement of the latter when in its 
normal position, and it will also be noted 
that said horizontal portion of the plate is 
also provided with two holes 15 either one 
of which receives a pin 16 for attaching one 
end of the spring 12 to the horizontal por 
tion of the plate 5. 
From the foregoing description it will be 

Seen that the gate latch as shown is adapted 
to permit the gate 2 to operate in one direc 
tion as shown by the arrow in Fig. 3 in the 
manner previously described. Should it be 
desired however, to operate the gate in the 
opposite direction the catch lever 9 is turned 
or movably secured to the horizontal por 

properly sheared or cut to form an extend- tion of the plate 5 in the opposite direction, 
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u- the spring 12 likewise connected to the op 
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the pin 14 moved to its adjacent opening and 
posite side of the plate, which construction 
provides an interchangeable latch for the 
purpose previously described. 
Having thus described the invention what 

is claimed as new is: 
1. The combination of a plate having a 

horizontally extending portion provided 
with a depending member forming a stop, a 
latch resting on the horizontal portion and 
pivotally mounted thereon, said latch being 
provided with a shoulder spaced from the 
said stop, a spring connected with the plate 
and latch, and means on the horizontal pol 
tion of the plate for limiting the movement 
of the latch. 

2. The combination of a supporting struc 
ture struck from a sheet metal blank and 
consisting of angularly disposed plate por 
tions, One of the plate politions being slit 
from opposite sides and bent into depending 
stops, a latch reversibly and pivotally 
mounted on the last mentioned polition and 
provided with a shoulder spaced from the 
adjacent stop, a spring connected with the 
lever for holding the same in latching posi 
tion, and a changeable stop for limiting the 
movement of the level. 

3. A gate latch comprising a plate adapted 
to be secured to the fence post, a horizontal 
portion forming a part of Said plate and having depending portions oppositely lo 
cated and forming stops against which the 
gate is adapted to come in contact, a catch 
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lever movably secured to said plate at a 
suitable distance along its length, a stop pin 
projecting from the upper surface of the 
plate for limiting the catch lever in one di 
rection, and a spring one end of which is se 
cured to the plate and having its opposite 
end attached to the catch lever for causing 
the latter to assume its normal position as 
and for the purpose described. 

4. A gate latch comprising a plate having 
a horizontal extension properly sheare to 
form two downwardly projecting abutting 
Surfaces against which the gate is adapted 
to come in contact, a catch lever movably 
attached to the horizontal extension of said 
plate and having an engaging end for co 
operating with the gate, a pin secured to 
the holrizontal extension of the plate against 
which the lever is adapted to come in con 
tact, a spring one end of which is also se 
cured to said portion of the plate and hav 
ing its opposite end attached to the catch 
lever at a suitable distance from its pivotal 
connection, said horizontal portion of the 
plate thus forumed being provided with du 
plicate holes for causing the parts to be in 
terchangeable as and for the purpose de 
scribed. 

In testimony whereof affix my signature 
presence of two witnesses. 

HOWARD R. E. OTT. 

in 

Witnesses: 
J. M. W. CoCHRAN, 
L. E. ToRRENCE. 
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