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1. 

IMAGE PROCESSINGAPPARATUS, IMAGE 
PROCESSING METHOD, COMPUTER 
READABLE MEDIUM, AND COMPUTER 

PROGRAM THEREOF 

This present application claims priority from a Japanese 
Patent Application No. 2000-381636 filed on Dec. 15, 2000, 
and a Japanese Patent Application No. 2001-120262 filed on 
Apr. 18, 2001, the contents of which are incorporated herein 
by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Structure of a Subject along an image-capturing direction, 
that is, information along a depth direction, cannot be 
acquired only by one projected image obtained by a transmis 
sion electron microscope and the like. In this case, informa 
tion along the depth direction of the Subject can be acquired 
by spreading gray scale intensities of a plurality of projected 
images captured from a plurality of angles within the image 
captured angles, integrating them together, and examining the 
integration thereof. 

However, by a simple integration of gray-scale intensities 
of a plurality of projected images, which was captured from a 
plurality of angles and spread within the image-captured 
angles, integrations of the gray-scale intensities may arise at 
the positions where the Subject originally did not exist, to give 
false information, which shows as if the subject existed there. 
Conventionally, it was difficult to suppress or remove the 
above-described false information. Accordingly, it was 
impossible to acquire 3-dimensional image data that correctly 
express the structural configuration of the subject by process 
ing the projected image data obtained by projecting the Sub 
ject toward the plural angles. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Therefore, it is an object of the present invention to provide 
an image processing apparatus, an image processing method, 
a computer readable medium, and a computer program 
thereof, which are capable of overcoming the above draw 
backs accompanying the conventional art. This object is 
achieved by combinations described in the independent 
claims. The dependent claims define further advantageous 
and exemplary combinations of the present invention. 

According to the first aspect of the present invention, an 
image processing apparatus for acquiring 3-dimensional data 
regarding a structural configuration of a subject by processing 
image data of the Subject is provided. The image processing 
apparatus includes a shape computing unit which calculates 
shape data which represent an outline of the Subject, using a 
plurality of 1st image data of the Subject obtained by project 
ing the Subject toward the plural angles, a first integrating unit 
which integrates the shape data and the gray-scale image of 
the Subject acquired by a projection-type image-capturing 
apparatus. 
The image processing apparatus may further include a 

distributing unit which generates gray-scale density-distribu 
tions by spreading and distributing densities shown in the 
gray-scale image respectively within angles along which the 
gray-scale image was captured, and a second integrating unit 
which generates 3-dimensional gray-scale data, which 
expresses the Subject with 3-dimensional image data, by inte 
grating a plurality of the gray-scale density-distributionsgen 
erated from a plurality of the gray-scale image captured from 
a plurality of angles, wherein the first integrating unit inte 
grates the shape data and the 3-dimensional gray-scale data 
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2 
by the second integrating unit. In this case, the image pro 
cessing apparatus may further include a data processing unit 
which generates 3-dimensional image data by extracting only 
density, which exists in perimeter of the shape that the shape 
data represent, from the 3-dimensional gray-scale data. 
The image processing apparatus may further include a 

gray-scale density data-generating unit which calculates the 
gray-scale image which should be acquired when the Subject 
was captured from a different angle from the plurality of the 
above angles, from the above 3-dimensional image data. 
The image processing apparatus may further include a 

sampling unit which extracts respectively gray-scale image of 
a plurality of the Subjects facing a plurality of angles, 
included in a single gray-scale image acquired by the projec 
tion-type image-capturing apparatus, wherein the first inte 
grating unit may use a plurality of the gray-scale image which 
the sampling unit extracted. 
The Subject may constitutes Substance which has a helical 

symmetry, the apparatus dealing with gray-scale image of the 
Substance as the above single gray-scale image, further 
including an angle computing unit which obtains a reference 
angle which the single Subject as a reference faces, and fur 
ther calculates angles which each of the Subjects faces by 
adding or Subtracting the angle by which the helix rotates by 
the single Subject, from the reference angle. 
The second aspect of the present invention provides an 

image processing apparatus for acquiring 3-dimensional data 
regarding a structural configuration of a subject by processing 
image data of the Subject, is provided. The image processing 
apparatus includes a shape computing unit which calculates 
shape data which represent an outline of the Subject, using a 
plurality of 1st image data of the subject obtained by project 
ing the Subject toward the plural angles, and an image data 
generating unit which generates 3-dimensional image data by 
distributing density of the gray-scale image of the Subject 
acquired by a projection-type image-capturing apparatus, 
around the outline. 
The image processing apparatus may further include a 

gray-scale density data-generating unit which calculates the 
gray-scale image which should be acquired when the Subject 
was captured from a different angle from the plurality of the 
above angles, from the above 3-dimensional image data. 
The image processing apparatus may further include a 

sampling unit which extracts respectively gray-scale images 
of a plurality of the Subjects facing a plurality of angles, 
included in a single gray-scale image acquired by the projec 
tion-type image-capturing apparatus, wherein the image data 
generating unit may use a plurality of the gray-scale images 
which the sampling unit extracted. 
The Subject may constitutes Substance which has a helical 

symmetry, while the apparatus deals with data gray-scale 
image of the Substance as the single gray-scale image, further 
including an angle computing unit which calculates an angle 
which the single Subject as a reference faces, further calcu 
lating angles which each of the Subjects faces by adding or 
Subtracting the angle which the helix rotates by the single 
Subject, from the reference angle. 

Moreover, in the 1 and 2" aspect of the present invention, 
the gray-scale image may be image data acquired by a trans 
mission electron microscope. An image data of the pattern of 
the Subject may be used as the first image data. 
The shape computing unit may include a position relating 

unit which relates positions of processing objective points in 
the Subject in a 1st and 2nd images which are consecutive in 
the order of angle, and relates the positions of the processing 
objective points in the 2nd image and a 3rd image, a height 
data computing unit which calculates height data for repre 
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senting height of the position of the processing objective 
point using two sets of position relations by the position 
relating unit, and a shape data computing unit which gener 
ates the shape data of the Subject using the height data of a 
plurality of the processing objective points by the height data 
computing unit, wherein the apparatus calculates the shape 
data using three or more of the first images. In this case, the 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd images may be images captured with a 
rotation of the Subject by a predetermined angle with a same 
rotation axis as the rotation center, and the height data com 
puting unit may calculate the height data using the predeter 
mined angle. Besides, the 1st and 2nd image may be images 
captured with a rotation of the subject by a predetermined 
angle with a first rotation axis as the rotation center, and the 
3rd image may be an image captured with a rotation of the 
subject by the predetermined angle from the position where 
the 1st image was captured, with another rotation axis as the 
rotation center, and the height data computing unit may cal 
culate the height data using the predetermined angle. The 
position relating unit may calculate distances from a base line 
defined in advance in the Subject to each of the processing 
objective points in the image, and re-detects positions of the 
processing objective points in the 1st and 2nd images, when a 
difference of the distance in the 1st and 2nd images is more 
than a predetermined value, and relates again the processing 
objective points in the 2nd and 3rd images when a difference 
of the distance in the 2nd and the 3rd images is more than a 
predetermined value. The height data computing unit may 
calculate the height data by a least-squares error method with 
height data of the 1st and 2nd images and height data by the 
2nd and 3rd images. Further to this case, the position relating 
unit may re-detect the positions of the processing objective 
points, whena error by the least-squares error method is more 
than a predetermined value. 

The third aspect of the present invention provides an image 
processing method for acquiring 3-dimensional data of a 
Subject by processing image data of the Subject. The image 
processing method includes steps of calculating shape data 
which represent an outline of the Subject, using a plurality of 
1st image data of the Subject obtained by projecting the Sub 
ject toward the plural angles, generating gray-scale density 
distributions by spreading and distributing densities, shown 
in gray-scale image of the Subject acquired by a projection 
type image-capturing apparatus, respectively within angles 
along which the gray-scale image was captured, generating 
3-dimensional gray-scale data, which expresses the Subject 
with 3-dimensional image data, by integrating a plurality of 
the gray-scale density-distributions generated from a plural 
ity of the gray-scale image captured from a plurality of 
angles, integrating the shape data and the 3-dimensional gray 
scale data, and generating 3-dimensional image data by 
extracting only density which exists in perimeter of the out 
line which the shape data represent, from the 3-dimensional 
gray-scale data. 
The image processing method may further includes steps 

of extracting gray-scale image of a plurality of the Subjects 
facing a plurality of angles from a single gray-scale image 
acquired by the projection-type image-capturing apparatus, 
and generating the gray-scale density-distributions using the 
extracted gray-scale image. In this case, the Subject may 
constitute Substance which has a helical symmetry, while the 
apparatus deals with gray-scale image of the Substance as the 
single gray-scale image. The image processing method may 
further include steps of recognizing a reference angle, which 
is an angle the single Subject as a reference faces, and calcu 
lating angles which each of the Subjects faces by adding or 
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4 
Subtracting the angle which the helix rotates by the single 
Subject from the reference angle. 
The forth aspect of the present invention provides an image 

processing method for acquiring 3-dimensional data of a 
Subject by processing image data of the Subject. The image 
processing method includes steps of calculating an outline of 
the Subject, using a plurality of 1st image data of the Subject 
obtained by projecting the Subject toward the plural angles, 
and generating 3-dimensional image data by distributing den 
sity of the gray-scale image of the Subject acquired by a 
projection-type image-capturing apparatus respectively, 
around the outline. 
The image processing method may further include steps of 

extracting gray-scale image of a plurality of the Subjects 
facing a plurality of angles, from a single gray-scale image 
acquired by the projection-type image-capturing apparatus, 
and generating 3-dimensional image data by distributing 
respectively the extracted gray-scale image, around the out 
line. In this case, the Subject may constitute Substance which 
has a helical symmetry, while the apparatus deals with gray 
scale image of the Substance as the single gray-scale image. 
Further to this case, the image processing method may further 
include steps of recognizing a reference angle, which is an 
angle the single subject as a reference faces, and calculating 
angles which each of the Subjects faces by adding or subtract 
ing from the reference angle, the angle which the helix rotates 
by the single Subject. 
The fifth aspect of the present invention provides a com 

puter executable program for image processing for acquiring 
3-dimensional data of a subject by processing image data of 
the Subject. The program includes a shape computing unit 
operable to calculate shape data which represent a structural 
configuration of the Subject, using a plurality of 1st image 
data of the subject obtained by projecting the subject toward 
the plural angles, and a first integrating unit operable to inte 
grate the shape data and gray-scale image of the Subject 
acquired by a projection-type image-capturing apparatus. 
The sixth aspect of the present invention provides a com 

puter executable program for image processing for acquiring 
3-dimensional data of a subject by processing image data of 
the Subject. The program includes a shape computing unit 
operable to calculate an outline of the Subject, using a plural 
ity of 1st image data of the Subject obtained by projecting the 
Subject toward the plural angles, and animage data generating 
unit operable to generate 3-dimensional image data by dis 
tributing density of the gray-scale image of the Subject 
acquired by a projection-type image-capturing apparatus, 
around the outline. 
The seventh aspect of the present invention provides a 

computer-readable medium which stores therein a program 
for image processing for acquiring a 3-dimensional data of a 
Subject by processing an image data of the Subject. The pro 
gram includes a shape computing unit operable to calculate a 
shape data which represent an structural configuration of the 
Subject, using a plurality of 1st image data of the Subject 
obtained by projecting the Subject toward the plural angles 
and a first integrating unit operable to integrate the shape data 
and a gray-scale image of the Subject, acquired by a projec 
tion-type image-capturing apparatus. 
The eighth aspect of the present invention provides a com 

puter-readable medium which stores therein a program for 
image processing for acquiring a 3-dimensional data of a 
Subject by processing an image data of the Subject. The pro 
gram includes a shape computing unit operable to calculate 
an outline of the Subject, using a plurality of 1st image data of 
the subject obtained by projecting the subject toward the 
plural angles, and an image data generating unit operable to 
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generate 3-dimensional image data by distributing a density 
of the gray-scale image of the Subject, acquired by a projec 
tion-type image-capturing apparatus, around the outline. 

This Summary of invention does not necessarily describe 
all necessary features so that the invention may also be a 
sub-combination of these described features. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 shows a configuration of an image processing appa 
ratus 200. 

FIG. 2 shows a configuration of a shape computing unit 
260. 

FIG. 3 shows an example of a hardware block diagram of 
an image processing apparatus 200. 

FIG. 4 is a figure explaining how to acquire gray-scale 
image. 

FIG. 5 is a figure explaining how to acquire gray-scale 
image. 

FIG. 6 is a figure explaining how to acquire gray-scale 
image. 

FIG. 7 shows longitudinal-section information on an 
example of 3-dimensional gray-scale data. 

FIG. 8 shows another example of the longitudinal-section 
information on the 3-dimensional gray-scale data. 

FIG. 9 shows the longitudinal-section information on an 
example of a integrated image by a first integrating unit 280. 

FIG.10 shows the longitudinal section of an example of the 
3-dimensional image data by a data processing unit 300. 

FIG. 11 shows an example of operation by a gray-scale 
density data-generating unit 340. 

FIG. 12 is a figure for explaining a second example of 
operation by an image processing apparatus 200. 

FIG. 13 is a figure for explaining a second example of 
operation by an image processing apparatus 200 

FIG. 14 shows a configuration of an image processing 
apparatus 201 which is a second embodiment of the present 
invention. 

FIG. 15 shows a particle 491, which is an example of the 
subject constituting the substance 490, which has a helical 
symmetry. 

FIG.16 shows an example of operation by a sampling unit 
210 and an angle computing unit 215. 

FIG. 17 shows other examples of operation by a sampling 
unit 210 and an angle computing unit 215. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The invention will now be described based on preferred 
embodiments, which do not intend to restrict the scope of the 
present invention, but rather to exemplify the invention. All of 
the features and the combinations thereof described in the 
embodiments are not necessarily essential to the invention. 

The First Embodiment 

FIG. 1 shows a configuration of an image processing appa 
ratus 200, which is a first embodiment of the present inven 
tion. The image processing apparatus 200 includes a distrib 
uting unit 220, a second integrating unit 240, a shape 
computing unit 260, a first integrating unit 280, a data pro 
cessing unit 300, an image data generating unit 320, a gray 
scale density data-generating unit 340, and an outputting unit 
360. The image processing apparatus 200 is an apparatus 
which acquires 3-dimensional information regarding struc 
tural configuration of a Subject using 1st image data obtained 
by projecting the Subject toward the plural angles, and a 
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6 
plurality of projected image data, that is, gray-scale image 
acquired by the transmission electron microscope and the 
like. A gray-scale image can also be used as the 1st image 
data. 
The distributing unit 220 generates gray-scale density 

distributions by spreading and distributing respectively a plu 
rality of gray-scale image acquired from external, within 
captured angles, that is, within projected angles, and outputs 
them to the second integrating unit 240. For example, the 
distributing unit 220 distributes densities of gray-scale image 
equally along the direction of spreading. 
The second integrating unit 240 generates 3-dimensional 

gray-scale data by integrating a plurality of gray-scale den 
sity-distributions by the distributing unit 220, maintaining the 
angles, and outputs the information to the first integrating unit 
280. The generated 3-dimensional gray-scale data corre 
sponds to information which expresses a Subject with 3-di 
mensional image data-False information may be included in 
the 3-dimensional gray-scale data here. 
A shape computing unit 260 calculates height information 

on specific points of the Subject, that is, processing objective 
points, from three or more image data captured from three or 
more angles, and calculates shape data which represent out 
line of the Subject using the height information on a plurality 
of the processing objective points. 

FIG. 2 shows an example of a configuration of the shape 
computing unit 260. The computing unit 260 includes a posi 
tion relating unit 262, a height data computing unit 264, and 
a shape data computing unit 266. 
The position relating unit 262 recognizes positions of a 

plurality of processing objective points in two set of the image 
data which is consecutive in the order of an angle, relates 
them respectively, and outputs them to the height data com 
puting unit 264. 

In detail, relating positions of the processing objective 
points in 1st image data and 2nd image data, which is con 
secutive in order of angles, and relating positions of the pro 
cessing objective points in the 2nd image data and the 3rd 
image datajust next to the 2nd in order of angles. This relating 
process is performed sequentially also to the other image 
combinations such as the 3rd and 4th image data, and so on. 
Each of the processing objective points is related in 2 or more 
sets of image combination, respectively. 

Moreover, the position relating unit 262 defines a base line 
in the image data, and measures distances of the base line and 
the processing objective points. When a difference of the 
distances from the base line to the processing objective points 
in two images, which constitute an image combination, is 
more than a predetermined level, the position relating unit 
performs again the position recognitions and the relations to 
the processing base line. 

Here, the position relating unit relates the positions of 
processing objective points using the above mentioned pre 
determined angle when each of the images are captured with 
a rotation of the subject by the predetermined angle with the 
same rotation axis as the rotation center, or the 1st and 2nd 
images among three or more image data, are captured with a 
rotation of the subject by a predetermined angle with a rotat 
ing axis as a rotating center, and the 3rd image are captured 
with a rotation of the Subject with another rotating axis as a 
rotating center, by the predetermined angle, from the position 
where the 1st image was captured. 
A height data computing unit 264 calculates height infor 

mation of the processing objective points related by the posi 
tion relating unit 262 in two set of image data respectively, 
and outputs them to the shape data computing unit 266. The 
processing performed by the height data computing unit 264 
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is same as the so-called processing of a stereoscopic vision 
method. Here, since each of the processing objective points is 
related in at least 2 or more sets of image combination respec 
tively, the height data computing unit 264 calculates two or 
more height information of each of the processing objective 
points. The height data computing unit 264 calculates height 
information which should be outputted by the least-squares 
error method based on a plurality of height information. 
When the error by the least-squares error method is more than 
a predetermined value, the position relating unit 262 re-de 
tects the positions of processing objective points. 
A shape data computing unit 266 calculates shape data of 

the Subject using height information of the processing objec 
tive points which the height data computing unit 264 calcu 
lated, and plane information of the processing objective 
points calculated from the image data. The shape data com 
puting unit 266 outputs the calculated shape data to the image 
data generating unit 320, the first integrating unit 280, and the 
outputting unit 360. 

Returning to FIG. 1, the first integrating unit 280 generates 
a integrated image by integrating shape data by the shape 
computing unit 260 on 3-dimensional gray-scale data by the 
second integrating unit 240, and outputs the image to the data 
processing unit 300. 
The data processing unit 300 generates 3-dimensional 

image data by extracting only information which exists 
around the shape data or information which lap with the shape 
data, from 3-dimensional gray-scale density-distributions, 
using the integrated image which the first integrating unit 280 
outputted, and outputs the 3-dimensional image data to the 
gray-scale density data-generating unit 340 and the output 
ting unit 360. When the false information is included in the 
3-dimensional gray-scale data, there is no lapping between 
the false information and the shape data. Therefore, false 
information is not included in the information that the data 
processing unit 300 extracts. Consequently, the 3-dimen 
sional image data correspond to information representing a 
3-dimensional structure of the Subject with more accuracy. 
The image data generating unit 320 generates 3-dimen 

sional image data of the Subject by distributing the gray-scale 
image acquired from the external, around the corresponding 
part of the outline which is shown by the shape data which the 
shape computing unit 260 calculated, and outputs the gener 
ated 3-dimensional image data to the gray-scale density data 
generating unit 340 and the outputting unit 360. For example, 
an image data generating unit 320 generates the 3-dimen 
sional gray-scale image by distributing densities of the gray 
scale image evenly only over the area which is in a predeter 
mined range from the part of the outline. 

Here, false information does not arise because the image 
data generating unit 320 generates 3-dimensional image data 
of the Subject, without going through processes of spreading 
and integrating the gray-scale image, within the captured 
angle. 
The gray-scale density data-generating unit 340 generates 

a projected image captured from an angle specified using the 
3-dimensional image data which the image data generating 
unit 320 or the data processing unit 300 generated, that is, 
gray-scale image of the Subject, and outputs the data to the 
outputting unit 360. A gray-scale density data-generating unit 
340 acquires the specified angle through external input 
device. Such as a keyboard. 
The outputting unit 360 outputs the shape data by the shape 

computing unit 260, the 3-dimensional image data by the 
image data generating unit 320, the 3-dimensional image data 
by the data processing unit 300, and the gray-scale image by 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

8 
the gray-scale density data-generating unit 340 to an external 
printer or external display and the like. 

FIG.3 shows an example of the hardware block diagram of 
an image processing apparatus 200. In the present embodi 
ment, the image processing apparatus 200 has CPU (central 
processing unit) 602, ROM (read only memory) 604, RAM 
(random access memory) 606, display 608, a printer 610, an 
input device 612, a hard disk drive unit 614, the FD (floppy 
disk) drive 616, and the CD-ROM (compact disk ROM) drive 
618. 

The CPU 602 performs processing based on the program 
stored in the RAM606 and the ROM604. The display 608 
displays various information. A printer 610 prints various 
information. The input device 612 inputs setup and the like 
for the image processing apparatus 200. The FD drive 616 
reads data or a program from the floppy (registered trade 
mark) disk 620, and passes them to CPU 602. The CD-ROM 
drive 618 reads data or a program from the CD-ROM 622, and 
passes them to CPU 602. The hard disk 614 stores the data or 
the program read by the FD drive 616 or CD-ROM drive 618, 
and the data created by the CPU 602 executing a program, and 
passes them to CPU 602 by reading out the memorized data. 

In the present embodiment, from CD-ROM 622 which has 
a program which realizes each functional unit of the image 
processing apparatus 200 mentioned above, the program con 
cerned is read and installed to the hard disk 618 in advance, 
and the functional unit of the above-mentioned image pro 
cessing apparatus 200 is realized by the CPU 602 reading the 
program concerned from the hard disk 618 and executing the 
program. 

The program more specifically includes a distribution 
module for realizing a distributing unit 220, a 2nd integrating 
module for realizing the second integrating unit 240, a form 
calculation module for realizing the shape computing unit 
260, a 1st integrating module for realizing the 1st integrating 
unit 280, a data processing module for realizing the data 
processing unit 300, an image data generating module for 
realizing the image data generating unit 320, a gray density 
generating module for realizing the gray-scale density data 
generating unit 340, and an outputting module for realizing 
the outputting unit 360. Moreover, the program may be stored 
in the other recording media, Such as the floppy disk (regis 
tered trademark) 620, magneto-optical disk (MO) and minid 
isk (MD), other than the CD-ROM 622. 

Next, referring to FIG. 4-FIG. 11, a 1st operation example 
of the image processing apparatus 200 is explained. In this 
example, two hemispherical subjects 400 which stand in a 
line parallel and upward are captured with a projection-type 
image capturing apparatus, and 3-dimensional image data is 
generated by the image processing apparatus 200. 

First of all, a step of acquiring gray-scale image is 
explained. As shown in FIG. 4, FIG. 5, and FIG. 6, a subject 
is captured from at least three different angles (in this 
example, the direction of A, the direction B, and the direction 
C), and projected image data, that is, gray-scale image 420, 
440, and 460, are acquired. Here, it is desirable to make the 
angle interval of the direction A and the direction B, and the 
angle interval of the direction A and the direction C into the 
equal value “theta respectively, as shown in FIG. 4, FIG. 5 
and FIG. 6. 

Moreover, the direction B, and the direction C may be 
directed at the angle rotated from the direction A with a same 
axis 401 as the rotation center, or may be directed at the angle 
rotated respectively from the direction A with different axes 
401 and 402 as rotation centers. 
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Then, the gray-scale image 420, 440, and 460 are inputted 
into the image processing apparatus 200. The gray-scale 
image 420, 440, and 460 functions also as the 1st image data 
here. 

In this example, the distributing unit 220 of the image 
processing apparatus 200 generates gray-scale density-distri 
butions 425,445, and 465, by spreading each of the gray-scale 
image 420, 440, and 460 along the image-capturing direction, 
and the second integrating unit integrates gray-scale density 
distributions 425, 445, and 465, keeping each angle, and 
generates 3-dimensional gray-scale data. 

FIG. 7 shows an example of longitudinal-section informa 
tion of the 3-dimensional gray-scale data in the present 
embodiment. The 3-dimensional gray-scaled at a show that 
object exists at the position where all of the gray-scale den 
sity-distributions lap. FIG. 7 shows that a subject 400 exists 
where all of the gray-scale density-distributions 425,445, and 
465 lap, that is, the part 470, 472, 474, 476, 478, and 479. 
However, because the number of subject 400 originally is 
two, four of the above six information are false information. 

FIG. 8 shows another example of the longitudinal-section 
information on the 3-dimensional gray-scale data in the 
present embodiment. In the present embodiment, densities of 
gray-scale image 420, 440, and 460 differs, respectively. 
Moreover, gray-scale density-distributions 425,445, and 465 
are obtained by spreading the densities of the gray-scale 
image 420, 440, and 460 within the captured angles, and 
distributing the densities evenly. In this case, since positions 
other than data 470-479 may also have more than equivalent 
densities to one of the data 470-479, the false information 
may increase further. 

Moreover, the shape computing unit 260 of the image 
processing apparatus 200 calculates the shape data 265 which 
represent an outline of the subject 400 from the gray-scale 
image 420, 440, and 460. The shape computing unit 260 can 
not calculate whole outline of the subject 400, but calculate 
the position commonly included in the range of vision of the 
direction A, the direction B, and the direction C in the figure. 
In this example, an outline of only a spherical part of the 
subject 400 is calculated. 
And the first integrating unit 280 of the image processing 

apparatus 200 Superimposes the shape data by the shape 
computing unit 260 on the 3-dimensional gray-scale image. 

FIG.9 shows longitudinal-section information on the inte 
grated image by the first integrating unit 280 in the present 
embodiment. In the present embodiment, two shape data 265 
by the shape computing unit 260 lap with data 470 and 472 
respectively. Therefore, the data processing unit 300 judges 
that the data 470 and 472 are true data that express the object, 
and the data 474, 476, 478, and 479 are false data, then 
extracts only the data 470 and 472, and outputs them to the 
gray-scale density data-generating unit 340 and the output 
ting unit 360 as 3-dimensional image data. 

Consequently, the false data never be included in the 3-di 
mensional image data. 

Here, when the reliability of the shape data 265 is high, the 
data processing unit 300 outputs the 3-dimensional image 
data which considered the shape data 265. Moreover, when 
the gray-scale density-distributions 425,445, and 465 are not 
in focus, the boundary of the data 470 and the boundary of 472 
do not become clear. In this case, the data processing unit 300 
considers the data which exist within a distance defined in 
advance from the shape data 265, as the data 470 and 472. 

Moreover, human operation may substitute for the opera 
tion of the data processing unit 300, and the false data may be 
removed by involving a judgment of the human into the 
3-dimensional image data by the data processing unit 300, 
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displayinga integrated data by the first integrating unit 280 on 
a display and the like. In this case, the false data can be 
removed corresponding to cases more properly. 

FIG. 10 shows longitudinal section of the 3-dimensional 
image data by the data processing unit 300 in the present 
embodiment. It shows that the 3-dimensional image data by 
the data processing unit 300 are recreating the subject 400 
with Sufficient accuracy. 

FIG. 11 shows an example of operation of the gray-scale 
density data-generating unit 340. In this example, the gray 
scale density data-generating unit 340 generates projected 
image, that is, gray-scale image 480, captured from just 
beside in the figure, that is, from a different angle from the 
gray-scale image 420, 440, and 460 inputted with the 3-di 
mensional data by the data processing unit 300. As shown in 
FIG. 11, the gray-scale density data-generating unit 340 can 
generate the projected image captured from any specified 
angles, that is, the gray-scale image, and output it to the 
outputting unit 360. 

Here, in the example of FIG. 11, the gray-scale image 480 
which the gray-scale density data-generating unit 340 gener 
ated is not exactly same as the gray-scale image which is 
obtained by seeing the subject 400 from just beside. This is 
because the 3-dimensional image data by the data processing 
unit 300 does not match the subject 400 exactly. 

However, when the gray-scale image inputted into the 
image processing apparatus 200 is the image by a transmis 
sion electron microscope, gray-scale image includes grada 
tion even within an atom or a molecule. The 3-dimensional 
image data calculated become more closer to the subject 400 
by the second integrating unit 240 integrating the gray-scale 
image from further more angles, and the data processing unit 
300 deleting a position where the density is low in consider 
ation of the gradation described above. Consequently, the 
gray-scale image which the gray-scale density data-generat 
ing unit 340 generates becomes still closer to the gray-scale 
image acquired by actual image. 
And the outputting unit 360 outputs the shape data 265 by 

the shape computing unit 260, the 3-dimensional image data 
by the data processing unit 300, that is, data 470, and data 472, 
and the gray-scale image by the gray-scale density data 
generating unit 340 to a display or a printer as required. 

Thus, in the first example of the operation, the image pro 
cessing apparatus 200 acquires more exact 3-dimensional 
image data using the distributing unit 220, the second inte 
grating unit 240, the shape computing unit 260, the first 
integrating unit 280, and the data processing unit 300. 

Next, with reference to FIG. 12 and 13, the second example 
of operation of the image processing apparatus 200 is 
explained. In this example, the image processing apparatus 
200 acquires 3-dimensional image data of the subject 400 
using gray-scale image 420, 440, and 460 in the same way as 
the first example of operation. 

First, the shape computing unit 260 calculates shape data 
265 as illustrated in FIG. 12. Then, the image data generating 
unit 320 distributes the gray-scale image 420, 440, and 460 
only over the perimeter of the shape data 265, as illustrated in 
FIG. 13, and considers parts where all of the three gray-scale 
image lap, that is, the data 470 and 472, as the 3-dimensional 
image data. Consequently, the false data never be included in 
the 3-dimensional image data. 

Here, when the reliability of the shape data 265 is high, the 
image data generating unit 320 outputs 3-dimensional image 
data which considered the shape data 265. Moreover, when a 
boundary of the data 470, and a boundary of the data 472 are 
not in focus, the image data generating unit 320 considers 
data that exist within a distance defined in advance from the 
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shape data 265, as the data 470 and 472. Here, when the 
reliability of the shape data 265 is high, the image data gen 
erating unit 320 outputs the 3-dimensional image data which 
considered the shape data 265. Moreover, when the gray 
scale density-distributions 425,445, and 465 are not in focus, 
the boundary of the data 470 and the boundary of 472 do not 
become clear. In this case, the image data generating unit 320 
considers data that exist within a distance defined in advance 
from the shape data 265, as the data 470 and 472. For 
example, when thickness D of the subject 400 is known, 
densities of the gray-scale image 420, 440, and 460 are dis 
tributed evenly within a range of the thickness D from the 
outline. In this case, it is still more preferable for the above 
mentioned densities, to be distributed along the projection 
direction only within the range of thickness D. 

Then, the gray-scale density data-generating unit 340 gen 
erates a projected image captured from a different angle from 
the gray-scale image 420, 440, and 460 inputted with the 
3-dimensional data by the image data generating unit 320. 
that is, gray-scale image. 

Thus, in the second example of operation, the image pro 
cessing apparatus 200 acquires more exact 3-dimensional 
image data with the shape computing unit 260 and the image 
data generating unit 320. 
As mentioned above, according to the image processing 

apparatus 200,3-dimensional image data that express a struc 
tural configuration of a subject with more accuracy can be 
acquired by using the projected image data obtained by pro 
jecting the subject toward the plural angles. 

The image processing apparatus 200 demonstrates the 
above-mentioned merit especially when the range of angle, in 
which the image processing apparatus 200 can capture an 
image, is limited. For example, when dealing with the image 
data acquired by a transmission electron microscope as the 
projected image data, the angle, in which the microscope can 
capture an image, is limited. However, it becomes possible to 
clarify a structural configuration of a subject to a molecule 
level by using the image processing apparatus 200. 
As a detailed example, there is a case where it is desirable 

to clarify a structure of a protein of cells and to clarify changes 
thereof. In this case, the 3-dimensional data which represent 
the structural configuration of a protein, which is considered 
to be the subject, can be acquired where false data, that is, 
so-called ghost are removed, by capturing images of a pattern 
of the protein obtained by so-called quick-freezing deep-etch 
replica method by the transmission electron microscope, and 
processing the images with the image processing apparatus 
200. 

The Second Embodiment 

FIG. 14 shows a configuration of an image processing 
apparatus 201, which is a second embodiment of the present 
invention. The image processing apparatus 201 includes, as 
functional units, a sampling unit 210, the distributing unit 
220, the second integrating unit 240, the shape computing 
unit 260, the first integrating unit 280, the data processing unit 
300, the image data generating unit 320, the gray-scale den 
sity data-generating unit 340, and the outputting unit 360. A 
sampling unit 210 further includes an angle computing unit 
215. 
The image processing apparatus 201 is an apparatus which 

extracts gray-scale image of a plurality of subjects facing 
along a plurality of angles respectively, included in a single 
gray-scale image obtained by a projection-type image cap 
turing apparatus such as an electron microscope and the like, 
and acquires 3-dimensional data regarding a structural con 
figuration of the subject using a plurality of the extracted 
gray-scale image. Here, the subject is, as shown in FIG. 15 for 
example, a particle 491, which constitutes substance 490, 
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which has a helical symmetry, such as a molecule which 
exists widely in a living world. 

In the image processing apparatus 201, since operation of 
functional units other than the sampling unit 210 and angle 
computing unit 215 is same as the operation of the image 
processing apparatus 200, which is the first embodiment, the 
explanation thereof is omitted. 
When a single gray-scale image is inputted, the sampling 

unit 210 extracts gray-scale image of a subject from the single 
gray-scale image, and outputs the image data to the distrib 
uting unit 220 and the image data generating unit 320. Here, 
when the above-mentioned single gray-scale image includes 
gray-scale image of a plurality of subjects, the sampling unit 
210 extracts the gray-scale image of a plurality of the Subjects 
respectively. Moreover, when the 1st image data is the gray 
scale image, the sampling unit 210 outputs the extracted 
gray-scale image also to the shape computing unit 260. 
The angle computing unit 215 calculates, a direction of the 

subject, that is, the angle, which the gray-scale image that the 
sampling unit 210 extracted indicates, and outputs the direc 
tion, with gray-scale image of the subject, to the distributing 
unit 220 and the image data generating unit 320, and depend 
ing on cases, to the shape computing unit 260. 

FIG. 16 shows an example of operation of the sampling 
unit 210 and the angle computing unit 215. This example is 
the case where the single gray-scale image is of the Substance 
which has a helical symmetry, and besides, the subject is a 
particle which constitutes the substance with this helical sym 
metry. 

First, the sampling unit 210 determines reference gray 
scale distribution data of a subject which is treated as a ref 
erence, by external input or by itself in the above described 
single gray-scale image (S10). Then, searches the same gray 
scale image as the reference gray-scale distribution data from 
the single gray-scale image described above (S20). Here, the 
sampling unit 210 may consider gray-scale image within a 
predetermined error the same gray-scale image. 
And the sampling unit 210 extracts gray-scale images of a 

plurality of particles respectively which exist between the 
reference gray-scale distribution data and the gray-scale 
image searched in S20 (S30), Here, as a method of recogniz 
ing the gray-scale image of a particle, for example, there is a 
way of obtaining a distance of the gray-scale image and the 
reference gray-scale distribution data, and dividing the above 
described single gray-scale image for by each of the distance. 

Then, the angle computing unit 215 recognizes the number 
of the gray-scale images which exist between the gray-scale 
image searched in S20 and the reference gray-scale distribu 
tion data, that is, the number of particles (S40), and calculates 
an angle by which the helix rotates by one particle by dividing 
a rotation angle of the helix, for example, 360 degrees, by the 
number of the particles recognized (S50). 

Then, the angle computing unit 215 calculates angles 
which the particles face by adding or subtracting the angle 
calculated by S50 to the angle which the reference gray-scale 
distribution data represent (S60). Operation of S60 is 
repeated until the angles of all particles are calculated (S70). 

FIG. 17 shows another example of operation by the sam 
pling unit 210 and the angle computing unit 215. First, the 
sampling unit 210 rotates a modeling image of the subject by 
predetermined angle (S100). And the sampling unit 210 
extracts a part of the above mentioned single gray-scale 
image (S110), and calculates the degree of image coincidence 
as compared with the modeling image (S120). When it is 
judged that the degree of the image coincidence is beyond a 
criteria (S130), a sampling unit 210 extracts the part con 
cerned, recognizing it to be the gray-scale image of the Sub 
ject (S140). The angle computing unit 215 recognizes the 
angle of rotation by S100 as the angle which the subject faces 
(S150). 
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After repeating operations from S110 to S150 over the 
whole region of the above mentioned single gray-scale image 
(S160), the sampling unit 210 and the angle computing unit 
215 repeat operations from S100 to S160 until the angle 
reaches a predetermined angle (S170). 

Thus, according to the image processing apparatus 201, 
since the sampling unit 210 and the angle computing unit 215 
extract gray-scale image of a plurality of Subjects facing 
different angles, from a single gray-scale image, a plurality of 
gray-scale image are not necessarily indispensable. 

Therefore, when two or more images of substance, which 
has a helical symmetry, are captured, according to the image 
processing apparatus 201, it becomes possible to acquire 
clearer 3-dimensional image data by using only the clearest 
gray-scale image. Moreover, even when an image-capturing 
angle is limited due to physical restrictions of sample creation 
or an experimental apparatus, it becomes possible to acquire 
3-dimensional image data. 

Although the present invention has been described by way 
of exemplary embodiments, it should be understood that 
many changes and Substitutions may be made by those skilled 
in the art without departing from the spirit and the scope of the 
present invention which is defined only by the appended 
claims. 

It is obvious from foregoing explanation that the present 
invention can provide an image processing apparatus, an 
image processing method, a computer readable medium, and 
a computer program thereof, for acquiring 3-dimensional 
image data that correctly express a structural configuration of 
the Subject by processing the projected image data obtained 
by projecting the Subject toward the plural angles. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An image processing apparatus for acquiring 3-dimen 

sional data regarding a structural configuration of a Subject by 
processing image data of the Subject, comprising: 

a shape computing unit which calculates shape data which 
represent an outline of the Subject, using projected 
image data of the Subject acquired from a plurality of 
angles by a transmission electron microscope; 

a first integrating unit which integrates projected image 
data of the Subject acquired by a transmission electron 
microscope, on said shape data; 

a distributing unit which generates gray-scale density-dis 
tributions by stretching and distributing densities shown 
in said projected image data respectively within angles 
along which said projected image data are captured; 

a second integrating unit which generates 3-dimensional 
gray-scale data, which express the Subject with 3-dimen 
sional image data, by integrating a plurality of said gray 
Scale density-distributions generated from a plurality of 
said projected image data captured from a plurality of 
angles, wherein said first integrating unit integrates said 
3-dimensional gray-scale data by said second integrat 
ing unit on said shape data; and 

a data processing unit which generates 3-dimensional 
image data by extracting only density which exists in 
perimeter of a shape that said shape data represent, from 
said 3-dimensional gray-scale data. 

2. The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein image data of the pattern of said subject are used as 
said projected image data. 

3. The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
further comprising: 

a sampling unit which extracts respectively projected 
image data of a plurality of said Subjects facing a plu 
rality of angles, included in a single projected image data 
acquired by the transmission electron microscope, 
wherein said first integrating unit uses a plurality of said 
projected image data which said sampling unit 
extracted. 
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4. The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 3, 

wherein said Subject constitutes Substance which has a helical 
symmetry, said apparatus dealing with projected image data 
of said Substance as said single projected image data, further 
comprising: 

an angle computing unit which acquires a reference angle, 
which is an angle the single Subject as a reference faces, 
and further calculates angles which each of said Subjects 
faces by adding or subtracting the angle which the helix 
rotates by said single Subject to or from said reference 
angle. 

5. The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said shape computing unit includes: 

a position relating unit which relates positions of process 
ing objective points in said Subject in a 1st image and a 
2nd image which are consecutive in the order of angle, 
and relates the positions of the processing objective 
points in said 2nd image and a 3rd image: 

a height data computing unit which calculates height data 
for representing height of the position of said processing 
objective point using 2 sets of position relation by said 
position relating unit; and 

a shape data computing unit which generates said shape 
data of said Subject using said height data of a plurality 
of processing objective points calculated by said height 
data computing unit, wherein said apparatus calculates 
said shape data using three or more said 1st images. 

6. The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 5. 
wherein said 1st image, said 2nd image, and said 3rd image 
are images captured with a rotation of said Subject by a 
predetermined angle with a same rotation axis as the rotation 
center, and said height data computing unit calculates said 
height data using said predetermined angle. 

7. The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 5. 
wherein said 1st image and said 2nd image are images cap 
tured with a rotation of said Subject by a predetermined angle 
with a first rotation axis as the rotation center, and said 3rd 
image is an image captured with a rotation of said subject by 
said predetermined angle from the position where said 1st 
image is captured with another rotation axis as the rotation 
center, and said height data computing unit calculates said 
height data using said predetermined angle. 

8. The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 5. 
wherein said position relating unit calculates distances in said 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd images from a base line defined beforehand 
in said subject to said processing objective points, and re 
detects positions of said processing objective points in said 
1st and 2nd image, when the difference of said distance in said 
1st image and said distance in said 2nd image is more than a 
predetermined value, and relates said processing objective 
points in said 2nd image and 3rd image again when the 
difference of said distance in said 2nd image and said distance 
in said 3rd image is more than a predetermined value. 

9. The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 5. 
wherein said height data computing unit calculates said 
height data by a least-squares error method with height data of 
said 1st and 2nd image and height data of said 2nd and 3rd 
image. 

10. The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 9. 
wherein said position relating unit re-detects the positions of 
said processing objective points, when an error by said least 
squares error method is more than a predetermined value. 

11. An image processing method utilized by a processor for 
acquiring 3-dimensional data of a Subject by processing 
image data of the Subject, comprising steps of 
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calculating shape data which represent an outline of the 
Subject, using projected image data of the Subject 
acquired from a plurality of angles by a transmission 
electron microscope; 

generating gray-scale density-distributions by stretching 
and distributing densities shown in projected image data 
of the Subject acquired by a transmission electron micro 
Scope, respectively within angles along which said pro 
jected image data is captured; 

generating 3-dimensional gray-scale data, which expresses 
the Subject with 3-dimensional image data, by integrat 
ing a plurality of said gray-scale density-distributions 
generated from a plurality of said projected image data 
captured from a plurality of angles; 

integrating said 3-dimensional gray-scale data on said 
shape data; and 

generating 3-dimensional image data by extracting only 
density which exists in perimeter of an outline that said 
shape data represent, from said 3-dimensional gray 
Scale data. 

12. The image processing method as claimed in claim 11, 
further comprising steps of 

extracting projected image data of a plurality of said Sub 
jects facing a plurality of angles from a single projected 
image data acquired by the transmission electron micro 
Scope; and 

generating said gray-scale density-distributions using said 
extracted projected image data. 

13. The image processing method as claimed in claim 12, 
wherein said Subject constitutes Substance which has a helical 
symmetry, while said apparatus deals with projected image 
data of Said Substance as said single projected image data. 

14. The image processing method as claimed in claim 13, 
further comprising steps of 

recognizing a reference angle, which is an angle the single 
Subject as a reference faces; and 

calculating angles which each of said Subjects faces by 
adding or subtracting the angle which the helix rotates 
by said single subject to or from said reference angle. 

15. A computer-readable medium which stores therein a 
program for image processing for acquiring 3-dimensional 
data of a Subject by processing image data of the Subject, said 
program comprising: 

a shape computing unit operable to calculate shape data 
which representa structural configuration of the Subject, 
using projected image data of the Subject acquired from 
a plurality of angles by a transmission electron micro 
Scope; 

a first integrating unit operable to integrate projected image 
data of the Subject acquired by the transmission electron 
microscope, on said shape data; 

a distributing unit which generates gray-scale density-dis 
tributions by stretching and distributing densities shown 
in said projected image data respectively within angles 
along which said projected image data is captured; 

a second integrating unit which generates 3-dimensional 
gray-scale data, which express the Subject with 3-dimen 
sional image data, by integrating a plurality of said gray 
Scale density-distributions generated from a plurality of 
said projected image data captured from a plurality of 
angles, wherein said first integrating unit integrates said 
3-dimensional gray-scale data by said second integrat 
ing unit on said shape data; and 

a data processing unit which generates 3-dimensional 
image data by extracting only density which exists in 
perimeter of a shape that said shape data represent, from 
said 3-dimensional gray-scale data. 
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16. A computer-readable medium which stores therein a 

program for image processing for acquiring 3-dimensional 
data of a subject by processing image data of the Subject, said 
program comprising: 

a shape computing unit operable to calculate an outline of 
the Subject, using projected image data of the Subject 
acquired from a plurality of angles by a transmission 
electron microscope; and 

an image data generating unit operable to generate 3-di 
mensional image data by distributing density of the pro 
jected image data of the Subject acquired by the trans 
mission electron microscope, only over an area which is 
in a predetermined range from the calculated outline, 

wherein the image data generating unit generates the 3-di 
mensional image data by evenly distributing density of 
the projected image data of the Subject only over an area 
which is in a predetermined range from the outline. 

17. A computer executable program stored in a computer 
readable medium for image processing for acquiring 3-di 
mensional data of a subject by processing image data of the 
Subject, said program comprising: 

a shape computing unit operable to calculate shape data 
which represent a structural configuration of the Subject, 
using projected image data of the Subject acquired from 
a plurality of angles by a transmission electron micro 
Scope; and 

a first integrating unit operable to integrate projected image 
data of the Subject acquired by the transmission electron 
microscope, on said shape data; 

a distributing unit which generates gray-scale density-dis 
tributions by stretching and distributing densities shown 
in said projected image data respectively within angles 
along which said projected image data is captured; 

a second integrating unit which generates 3-dimensional 
gray-scale data, which express the Subject with 3-dimen 
sional image data, by integrating a plurality of said gray 
Scale density-distributions generated from a plurality of 
said projected image data captured from a plurality of 
angles, wherein said first integrating unit integrates said 
3-dimensional gray-scale data by said second integrat 
ing unit on said shape data; and 

a data processing unit which generates 3-dimensional 
image data by extracting only density which exists in 
perimeter of a shape that said shape data represent, from 
said 3-dimensional gray-scale data. 

18. An image processing system for acquiring 3-dimen 
sional data regarding a structural configuration of a Subject by 
processing image data of the Subject, comprising: 

a transmission electron microscope for acquiring projected 
image data of the Subject; 

a shape computing unit which calculates shape data which 
represent an outline of the Subject, using projected 
image data of the Subject acquired from a plurality of 
angles by said transmission electron microscope; 

a first integrating unit which integrates said projected 
image data of the Subject acquired by said transmission 
electron microscope, on said shape data; 

a distributing unit which generates gray-scale density-dis 
tributions by stretching and distributing densities shown 
in said projected image data respectively within angles 
along which said projected image data is captured; 

a second integrating unit which generates 3-dimensional 
gray-scale data, which express the Subject with 3-dimen 
sional image data, by integrating a plurality of said gray 
Scale density-distributions generated from a plurality of 
said projected image data captured from a plurality of 
angles, wherein said first integrating unit integrates said 
3-dimensional gray-scale data by said second integrat 
ing unit on said shape data; and 
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a data processing unit which generates 3-dimensional 
image data by extracting only density which exists in 
perimeter of a shape that said shape data represent, from 
said 3-dimensional gray-scale data. 

19. An image processing apparatus for acquiring 3-dimen- 5 
sional data regarding a structural configuration of a Subject by 
processing image data of the Subject, comprising: 

a shape computing unit which calculates shape data which 
represent an outline of the Subject, using projected 
image data of the subject acquired from a plurality of to 
angles by a transmission electron microscope; and 

an image data generating unit which generates 3-dimen 
sional image data by distributing density of the projected 
image data of the Subject acquired by a transmission 
electron microscope, only over an area which is in a 
predetermined range from the calculated outline, 

wherein the image data generating unit generates the 3-di 
mensional image data by evenly distributing density of 
the projected image data of the Subject only over an area 
which is in a predetermined range from the outline. 

20. The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 19, 20 
further comprising: 

a gray-scale density data-generating unit which calculates 
from said 3-dimensional image data, said projected 
image data which should be acquired when the Subject is 
captured from a different angle from said plurality of 25 
angles. 

21. The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 19, 
further comprising: 

a sampling unit which extracts respectively projected 
image data of a plurality of said Subjects facing a plu- 30 
rality of angles, included in a single projected image data 
acquired by the transmission electron microscope, 
wherein said image data generating unit uses a plurality 
of said projected image data which said sampling unit 
extracted. 

22. The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 19 
wherein image data of the pattern of said subject are used as 
said projected image data. 

23. The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 19 
wherein said shape computing unit includes: 

a position relating unit which relates positions of process 
ing object points in said subject in 1st and 2nd images 
which are consecutive in the order of angle, and relates 
the positions of the processing object points in said 2nd 
image and a 3rd image: 

a height data computing unit which calculates height data 
for representing height of the position of said processing 
objective point using 2 sets of positions relation by said 
position relating unit; and 

a shape data computing unit which generates said shape 
data of said Subject using said height data of a plurality 
of processing objective points calculated by said height 
data computing unit, wherein said apparatus calculates 
said shape data using three or more said 1st images. 

24. An image processing method utilized by a processor for 
acquiring 3-dimensional data of a Subject by processing 
image data of the Subject, comprising steps of 

calculating an outline of the Subject, using projected image 
data of the Subject acquired from a plurality of angles by 
a transmission electron microscope; and 

generating 3-dimensional image data by distributing to 
respectively density of the projected image data of the 
Subject acquired by the transmission electron micro 
Scope, only over an area which is in a predetermined 
range from the calculated outline, 
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wherein the generating generates the 3-dimensional image 

data by evenly distributing density of the projected 
image data of the Subject only over an area which is in a 
predetermined range from the outline. 

25. The image processing method as claimed in claim 24, 
further comprising steps of 

extracting projected image data of a plurality of said Sub 
jects facing a plurality of angles from a single projected 
image data acquired by the transmission electron micro 
Scope; and 

generating 3-dimensional image data by distributing 
respectively said extracted projected image data, around 
said outline. 

26. The image processing method as claimed in claim 25. 
wherein said Subject constitutes Substance which has a helical 
symmetry, while said apparatus deals with projected image 
data of said Substance as said single projected image data. 

27. A computer executable program stored in a computer 
readable medium for image processing for acquiring 3-di 
mensional data of a subject by processing image data of the 
Subject, said program comprising: 

a shape computing unit operable to calculate an outline of 
the Subject, using projected image data of the Subject 
acquired from a plurality of angles by a transmission 
electron microscope; and 

an image data generating unit operable to generate 3-di 
mensional image data by distributing density of the pro 
jected image data of the Subject acquired by the trans 
mission electron microscope, only over an area which is 
in a predetermined range from the calculated outline, 

wherein the image data generating unit generates the 3-di 
mensional image data by evenly distributing density of 
the projected image data of the Subject only over an area 
which is in a predetermined range from the outline. 

28. An image processing system for acquiring 3-dimen 
sional data regarding a structural configuration of a Subject by 
processing image data of the Subject, comprising: 

a transmission electron microscope for acquiring projected 
image data of the Subject; 

a shape computing unit which calculates shape data which 
represent an outline of the Subject, using projected 
image data of the Subject acquired from a plurality of 
angles by said transmission electron microscope; and 

an image data generating unit which generates 3-dimen 
sional image data by distributing density of said pro 
jected image data of the Subject acquired by said trans 
mission electron microscope, only over an area which is 
in a predetermined range from the calculated outline, 

wherein the image data generating unit generates the 3-di 
mensional image data by evenly distributing density of 
the projected image data of the Subject only over an area 
which is in a predetermined range from the outline. 

29. The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 21, 
wherein said Subject constitutes Substance which has a helical 
symmetry, said apparatus dealing with projected image data 
of said Substance as said single projected image data, further 
comprising: 

an angle computing unit which acquires a reference angle, 
which is an angle the single Subject as a reference faces, 
and further calculates angles which each of said Subjects 
faces by adding or subtracting the angle which the helix 
rotates by said single Subject to or from said reference 
angle. 
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