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The invention provides a method and systemn for enforcing filc access con-

trol among client devices using multiple diverse access control models and multiple di-

verse file server protocols. A multi-protocol file server identifies each file with one par-

licular access control model out of a plurality of possible modcls, and enforces that one
particular model for all accesses to that file. When the file server receives a file server

“request for that file using a different access control model, the file server translates the
access control limits for that file into no-less-restrictive limits in the difterent model.

The file server resiricts access by the client device using the translated access control

limits. Each lilc is assigned the access control model of the user who created the file or

who last set access control limits for the file, When a user having a different access con-

trol model sets access control limits, the access control model for the file is changed to

the new model, Files are organized in a tree hicrarchy, in which each tree is limited to
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