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To all, whom, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, ANDREW FLEMING, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Ash 
land, in the county of Boyd and State of Ken 
tucky, have invented a new and useful Ad 
justable Desk-Top, of which the following is 
a specification. 
This invention relates to adjustable desk 

tops, and has for its object to provide an ar 
ticle of this character in the form of an at 
tachment which may be used in connection 
with a desk, table, or other support for af 
fording a top which may be adjusted or tilted 
to any angle desired from an approximately 
horizontal position for Writing, &c., to an in 
clination of forty-five degrees, more or less, 
for drafting or studying purposes. 
The invention also has for its object to pro 

vide means for facilitating the adjustment of 
the top and also contemplates the use of an 
ink-Well so connected with the adjustable top 
as to swing relatively thereto for adjusting 
itself to the varying inclination of the top. 
With these and other objects in view the 

invention consists in certain novel features 
and details of construction and arrangement 
of parts, as hereinafter fully described, illus 
trated in the drawings, and finally incorpo 
rated in the claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a perspective view of an adjustable desk-top 
constructed in accordance with the present in 
vention. Fig. 2 is a reverse perspective view 
of the same closed. Fig. 3 is a detail perspec 
tive view showing the end of one of the braces. 

. Fig. 4 is a similar view showing the form of 

45 

the notch in the frame with which the brace 
engages and the springs for retaining the end 
of the brace in frictional engagement with 
the notch. Fig. 5 is a detail section showing 
the manner of mounting one of the adjust 
able guards or ledges. Fig. 6 is a similar view 
showing the ink - well and the manner of 
mounting the same. Fig. 7 is an end view of 
the adjustable desk-top. 

Similar numerals of reference designate cor 
responding parts in the several figures of the 
drawings. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
1 designates a base-frame, which may be either 

in the form of a solid board or in the open 
form shown, comprising the front and rear 
bars 2 and the side bars 3. . . 
4 represents the adjustable desk-top, which 

forms a part of the attachment and ishinged 
at its front edge to the corresponding edge of 
the base-frame in any convenient manner. 

5 designates a brace-frame, which is also 
substantially rectangular, comprising the up 
per and lower parallel bars 6 and the end bars 
or braces 7. The frame 5 may be hinged to 
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the under side of the top 4 at or near its cen- . 
ter or to the base-frame 1, the free ends of the 
end bars or braces 7 being formed to engage 
with notches or projections formed either 
upon the under side of the top 4 or in the up 
per surfaces of the side bars of the base-frame. 
The free or swinging ends of the braces 7 

are preferably rounded, as indicated at 8, and 
correspondingly rounded notches 9 areformed 
in the frame to receive said ends. The object 
in rounding the extremities of the braces is 
to allow the braces to accommodate them 
selves to the different notches with which they 
may be engaged according as the angle of the 
top is varied, and in addition to rounding 
the ends of the braces they are provided near 
such rounded portions with oppositely-dis 
posed recesses or concavities 10. Any desired 
number of these notches 9 may be formed in 
the base-frame, according to the number of 
adjustments which it is desired to afford for 
the hinged top, and each of the notches is 
provided at each side with a spring 11. These 
springs cover the edges of each notch and 
form a contracting and yielding mouth which 
will admit the introduction of the end 8 of 
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the brace 7 and which, after the introduction 
of such end, will contract and retain the end 
of the brace therein until sufficient force is 
exerted upon the brace to overcome the ten 
sion of the springs. 
The length of the braces may be varied to 

suit the manufacturer, and, if desired, sev 
eral sets of braces of different lengths may be 
employed for increasing the extent to which 
the top may be adjusted. 

If desired, the ends of the braces instead 
of being rounded may be wedge-shaped or 
notched, in which event the frame of the at 
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tachment will be provided with correspond 
ing formations, with which such ends may en 
gage. 
A clamp 12 is secured to the under side of 

the base-frame, about centrally of the front 
edge thereof. This clamp is substantially U 
shaped, and the free end thereof is adapted 
to be inserted beneath the top of the desk, 
table, or other support to which the attach 
Iment is applied, the attachment being fas 
tened against displacement by means of a 
binding-screw 13 passing through the body of 
the clamp and bearing against the under side 
of such desk or other support. Other spring 
clamps 14 may be provided at or near the 
front corners of the base 1 or along the under 
side of the side bars 3 thereof for assisting in 
the retention of the attachment upon the desk. 
The desk-top 4 of the attachment is pro 

vided at or near its bottom or front edge with 
a groove or rabbet 15, in which is fitted a 
strip 15, forming a guardorledge. This guard 
extends, preferably, the entire width of the 
top 4 and is hinged at its lower edge to the 
top. The rabbet is of sufficient depth to re 
ceive the strip 15 flush with the surface of 
the desk when not in use and is provided 
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along its lower portion with a deepened por 
tion comprising an abrupt shoulder 16 and 
an arc-shaped Wall or recess 17, which per 
mits the lower edge of the guard or strip 15 
to swing when moved into its operative posi 
tion, in which position the said strip will be 
held by reason of its bearing against the 
shoulder 16 and the lower corner of the rab 
bet, as shown in Fig. 5. Other similar guards 
or strips 15 may be arranged at suitable points 
in the top 4 and will serve as ledges for hold 
ing books and other articles and preventing 
the same from slipping off the inclined top. 
The strip 15 may also be divided intermediate 
its ends, whereby one section of such strip 
may be thrown into operative position, while 
the other section remains folded in its groove 
or rabbet, so as not to interfere with the arm 
of the person at work at the desk. 

If desired, one of the sections may be pro 
vided with a bolt or other suitable fastening 
which may be moved into engagement with 
the other section for locking both sections to 
gether, so that they cannot move independ 
ently. 
The top 4 is provided at or near its upper 

right-hand corner with an opening 18, and just 
beneath such opening an ink-well 19 is swung, 
said ink-Wellbeing pivotally connected to the 
top 4 upon an axis parallel with the front and 
rear edges of the said top, so that as the in 
clination of the top is varied the ink-well will 
maintain a vertical Orpendent position. The 
pen may be dipped into the well through the 
opening in the top 4. 
20 indicates a tape or other flexible device 

which connects at one end to the swinging end 
of the brace-frame 5 and passes at its oppo 
site end between the front edges of the base 
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1 and the top 4. By drawing on this tape 
from the front of the attachment the desk-top 
4 may be tilted to any desired angle. A piece 
of rubber or a spring 21 may be interposed 
between the brace-frame and the part to which 
said frame is hinged for automatically fold 
ing the brace-frame when the attachment is 
closed or folded, said spring also assisting in 
the adjustment of the angle of the top 4 in 
connection with the tape. 
The construction above described provides 

a very simple and convenient desk-top at 
tachment which may be used upon any ordi 
nary desk, table, or stand and which will ad 
mit of the top or writing-bed being adjusted 
to any angle required. The device may be 
folded in Very compact shape and may be 
easily removed and stored in small compass 
when not in use. Instead of the adjustable desk-top being 
formed as an attachment to a deskit may con 
stitute the original desk-top. - 

It will be apparent that the form of the 
springS 11 may be changed; also, that the 
clamps 12 and 14 may be dispensed with where 
the device is not adapted to be used as an at 
tachment. 
The manner of mounting and seating the 

guards or ledges 15 with respect to the Writ 
ing-bed may be varied, and the hole for the 
ink-well may be placed at any desired point. 

It will also be apparent that other changes 
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in the form, proportion, and minor details of . 
construction may be resorted to without de 
parting from the spirit or sacrificing any of 
the advantages of this invention. 

Having thus described the invention, what 
is claimed as new is 

1. An attachment for desks, &c., compris 
ing a base-frame, a top or writing-bed hinged 
at its front edge thereto, an adjustable brace 
for regulating the inclination of the Writing 
bed, a tape connected to the brace for adjust 
ing the same, and a spring interposed be 
tween the brace and the part to which the 
brace is connected, substantially as described. 

2. An attachment for desks, &c., compris 
ing two members hinged together one consti 
tuting a base-frame and the other a Writing 
bed, one of said members being provided with 
a series of notches, an adjustable brace hinged 
to the other member to engage with its free 
end the said notches, and a tape connected 
to the brace and extending outwardly between 
the members at their hinged portions, where 
by the brace may be adjusted to elevate the 
free end of one member relatively to the other 
member, substantially as described. 

3. An inclined desk-top or Writing-bed pro 
vided in its upper surface with a groove or 
depression comprising a shallow and a deep 
ened portion forming between them a shoul 
der extending substantially at a right angle 
to the surface of said top, in combination 
with a guard in the form of a strip hinged on 
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its under side and intermediate its longitudi 
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nal edges within said groove and at the junc 
tion of the shallow and deepened portions 
thereof, said strip being adapted to be folded 
flush with the upper surface of the top or to 
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be turned into a position substantially at right 
angles thereto with one edge projecting above 
said top and the other edge abutting against 
said shoulder and lying in the deepened por 
tion of the groove, substantially as described. 

4. The combination with the base-frame, of 
a top or writing-bed hinged thereto, one of said 
parts being provided with a series of notches, 
springs arranged at opposite sides of the 

mouth of each notch, and a brace interposed 
between the base and the writing-bed and I5 
having its end formed to enter any one of said 
notches and to be held frictionally by said 
springs, substantially in the manner and for 
the purpose described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 20 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

ANDREW FLEMING: 
Witnesses: 

J. WILL HARRIs, 
ANNA SHINN. 

  


