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This invention relates to a protection device, and more 
particularly relates to an improved finger protecting 
device or cot. 
One of the ever present problems encountered in finger 

protecting devices or cots, is that of maintaining good 
wear and flexibility characteristics of the device without 
an undue hampering or restricting the normal move 
ments of the user's finger. 

In the past, these objectives have been realized to 
some degree by utilizing a finger cot construction having 
an open end or open sides, together with some form 
of elastic material to retain the cot in its proper posi 
tion on a user's finger. Many of these cots were, how 
ever, either uncomfortable to the wearer, did not ade 
quately protect the user's finger, did not permit free use 
and control of the finger being protected, or were costly 
and difficult to manufacture. 
The present invention offers a solution to several of 

these problems in the form of an improved finger pro 
tecting device or cot, that is not only comfortable to the 
wearer and provides full use of the protected finger while 
being worn, but also affords maximum protection to the 
most critical areas of the wearer's finger as well as being 
economical to manufacture. 

Briefly described, the present invention contemplates 
a contoured finger cot construction in which two mem 
bers are marginally connected to form a pocket that 
substantially covers the inside, sides, tip and a portion 
of the back of the user's finger, and in which an elastic 
retaining strip is utilized to maintain the protecting device 
in position on a wearer's finger. 
The first or lower member of the device covers a por 

tion of the tip and substantially all of the inside portion 
of a user's finger, while the second or upper member 
principally covers the back portion of the user's finger 
up to adjacent the intermediate knuckle. 
retaining strap of the device is in each instance mar 
ginally secured to the first or lower member so as to 
engage the user's finger above the intermediate knuckle 
and thus permit free movement of the finger without 
rubbing. 

In the preferred form of the invention, a moccasin 
type construction is utilized, wherein the first or lower 
member substantially encloses the inside, side and tip 
portions of a user's finger, and the second or upper mem 
ber substantially covers the back portion of a user's 
finger to a point below the intermediate knuckle, the 
upper and lower members being marginally secured to 
each other by lock stitching. 

In another embodiment of the invention, a laminated 
type construction is utilized, wherein the first or lower 
member of the device substantially covers both the inside 
and a portion of the side and tip of the user's finger, 
and a second or upper member substantially covers the 
remainder of the tip and sides, and a portion of the 
back of the user's finger to a point below the intermediate 
knuckle. 
As in the preferred form of the invention, the lower 
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2 
and upper members are marginally secured to each other 
by lock stitching, but in the modified embodiment of 
the invention, the upper member is formed with a novel 
saw-toothed recess over the back portion of the user's 
finger, and an elastic member is sandwiched between 
the first and second members to close the saw-tooth 
recess and thus exert a circumferential tensioning action 
in that portion of the device below the intermediate 
knuckle. A resilient strap member is also included to 
retain the device on the user's finger without rubbing, 
and lock stitching is utilized in the marginal areas of 
the device. 

It is a feature then of the present invention to uti 
lize a novel moccasin-type construction to provide maxi 
mum protection to the critical areas of a user's finger, 
with a minimum of discomfort and hampering of free 
dom of movement to the user. 
Another feature of the invention is the utilization of 

a novel saw-toothed dart in the upper protecting member 
of the device, together with an underlying elastic mem 
ber to close the dart and thereby provide a tensioning 
action for maximum control and action of the user's 
finger. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide an 
improved finger protecting device or cot. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
an improved finger cot construction that affords maxi 
mum protection and use of the wearer's finger without 
discomfort. 
A further object of the present invention is to pro 

vide an improved finger cot utilizing a lock stitch con 
struction throughout to strengthen and extend the useful 
life of the cot. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a finger cot utilizing a novel moccasin-type con 
struction, which affords a full use of the wearer's finger 
tip with a minimum of inter-digital interference from the 
seams of the cot. 
A further object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a finger cot utilizing a novel saw-toothed dart or 
recess in the upper portion of the cot that protects the 
top of the wearer's finger, in conjunction with an elastic 
tension member that closes the recess and exerts a ten 
sioning force around a user's finger to permit maximum 
finger action. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a moccasin-type finger cot construction that utilizes shirr 
sewing, in addition to marginal lock stitching, to permit 
a smooth fit of the cot on a user's finger. 
Many other objects and advantages of the present 

invention will become manifest to those versed in the 
art upon making reference to the detailed description 
and accompanying sheet of drawings that form a part 
of this specification, and in which like reference numerals 
and letters are used to identify identical parts. 

In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the 

the cot of my invention while being worn; 
Figure 2 is a top plan view of the cot of Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view taken substantially 

along the line III-III of Figure 2; 
Figure 4 is a top plan view of a modified form of the 

present invention; and 
Figure 5 is a cross-sectional view taken substantially 

along the line V-V of Figure 4. 
As shown on the drawings: 
In Figures 1-3, the preferred form of the finger pro 

tecting device or cot of the present invention is illustrated 
and designated generally by the reference letter A. The 
finger protecting device A includes a first or lower pro 
tecting member 10, a second or upper protecting member 
11, that is secured to the lower protecting member 10, 
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and an elastic strap retaining member 12, that is secured 
at its extremities to the lower main protecting member 10. 
The lower and upper protecting members 10 and 11, 

respectively, may be formed from any suitable protecting 
material that is abrasion resistant, easily shaped and 
flexible, as for example a soft, flexible leather or plastic, 
but it should be understood that the invention is not 
limited to any particular type or choice of materials 
employed in the lower and upper protecting members i0 
and 11. - 

As best shown in Figure 2, the lower main protecting 
member 10 includes an elongated body portion 13, having 
arounded distal tip end 14, lateral side or edge portions 
16, and a proximal end portion 7. The elongated body 
portion 13 and rounded tip end 4 closely approximate 
in plan the natural contours of the human finger, thereby 
providing a smooth comfortable fit to the wearer when 
the protecting device A has been assembled and is being 
worn. The proximal end portion 17 of the lower pro 
tecting member 10 is preferably formed with a squared 
off linear edge configuration, though it should be under 
stcod that the end portion 17 could be formed in any 

0. 

4. 
secured to each other by the lock stitching 23, and the 
elastic strap retaining member 12 is secured by lock 
stitching 23 to the body portion 13 of the lower protect 
ing member 10. 

It will be understood that some other form of stitching 
could be used in the assembly of the components in the 
finger protecting device A, depending upon the operating 
conditions and usages to be encountered. 
As shown in Figures 1 and 2, shirr sewing 24 is pref 

erably employed at the marginal juncture of the lower 
and upper protecting members 10 and 11 in the finger 
protecting device A, in order to provide a smoothly con 
toured fit of the device around the user's finger, the lower 
member 10 thus having its peripheral edge foreshortened 
so that it extends for a distance substantially less than 
its length prior to assembly. The shirr sewing provides 
a wrap-around stitch which is drawn tight to form a Seam 
protecting corrugated edge surface at the peripheral edge 
of the first and second members and at their points of 

20 

other desired shape, depending upon the contemplated 
usage and extent of protective coverage desired for the 
user's finger. 

It should also be noted that in the preferred form of 
the invention, the elongated body portion 3 is suffi 
ciently large in plan to permit the tip end 14 and side 
portions 16 to be wrapped around the inside, side por 
tions and tip end of a user's finger to thus enclose and 
protectively cover these parts, as will be explained in 
more detail as the description proceeds. 
The upper or second protecting member 15, is formed 

with a plan configuration similar to the first or lower pro 
tecting member 10, but is smaller in size, and more nearly 
equal to the projected plan configuration of a human 
finger. The upper main protecting member 11 thus 
includes an elongated body portion 8 having a rounded 
distal tip end 19, lateral side or edge portions 20 and 
a proximal end portion 21. The tip end 9 and lateral 
side portion 20 of the upper protecting member body 
portion 18 are generally similarly shaped to their corre 
sponding portions on the elongated body of the lower 
protecting member 10, to thus permit a smooth congruent 
assembled relationship of these members in the finished 
cot A. 
The body portion 8 of the upper protecting member 11 

is formed of a length such that when it has been secured 
to the lower protecting member 10 and engaged on a 
user's finger, the elongated body portion 8 will sub 
stantially cover the tip and back portion of the user's 
finger up to a point adjacent the user's intermediate 
knuckle. 
In order to insure free bending of the user's interme 

diate knuckle without substantially sacrificing protection 
of the back portion of the user's finger below that point 
and toward the tip end thereof, the proximal end portion 
21 of the upper protecting member 1 may be centrally 
distally recessed, as at 22, thereby preventing any binding 
or rubbing of the proximal end 2i around the interme 
diate knuckle and permitting a maximura freedom of use. 
of the intermediate knuckie. 
The lower main protecting member 20 and upper pro 

tecting member i may be secured together by any con 
ventional fastening techniques, but are preferably con 
nected by lock stitching around the peripheral margins 
of the respective lower and upper protecting members, 
the lock stitching being designated generally by the refer 
ence numeral 23. The lock stitching 23 extends periph 
erally around the engaged margins of the lower and upper 
protecting members its and i, respectively, and continues 
along the margins cn the lateral side portions 5 to 
include the point of juncture of the elastic strap retaining 
member 12 with the lower protecting member 18. Thus 
the lower and upper protecting members 10 and 11 are 75. The upper or second protecting member 31 is pref 
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mutual attachment. As best shown in Figure 1, the 
assembled finger protecting device A, utilizes a novel 
moccasin-type, construction, the advantages of which are 
strength and comfort to the wearer and simplicity of 
manufacture. 

In addition, the moccasin-type construction utilized in 
the finger protecting device A, permits a full use of the 
wearer's finger tip as well as minimizing inter-digital inter 
ference from the cot, in that the lateral edge portions 6 
and 20 of the lower and upper protecting members 10 
and 11 closely hug the wearer's finger. 
The elastic strap retaining member 12 may be formed 

of any suitable material having desired elastic properties 
such as will retain the cot on the wearer's finger during 
normal usage without rubbing or binding. As most 
clearly shown in Figure 2, the elastic strap retaining mem 
ber 12 is marginally secured to the lower protecting mem 
ber 10 as at 26, at a point slightly spaced from the proxi 
mal end portion 27 of the lower protecting member 10. 
The resilient strap retaining member 2 will thus prefer 
'ably overlie the user's finger at a point above the inter 
mediate knuckle, thereby permitting free movement of 
this joint while the cot is being worn. . 
Thus it will be appreciated that the finger protecting 

device or cot. A utilizes a novel moccasin-type construc 
tion that provides.astrong, simply constructed finger pro 
tecting device, that is comfortable" to the wearer and 
economical to manufacture, and in which maximum flexi 
bility and freedom of use is afforded to the wearer's 
finger as a result of the contoured shape and shir Sew 
ingemployed in the construction of the cot. 

Referring now more particularly to Figures 4 and 5, 
a modified embodiment of the invention is illustrated, 
and designated generally by the reference letter B. 
As best shown in Figure 4, the finger protecting device 

or cot B generally includes a lower or first main pro 
tecting member 30, an upper or second protecting mem 
ber 3, an elastic tensioning member 32 and a resilient 
strap retaining member 2, that is identical in structure 
and function to the resilient strap retaining member 12' 
of the finger protecting device A. - 
The lower main protecting member 30 includes an 

elongated body portion 13", a rounded distal tip and 14 

70 

(Figure 5), lateral sides' or edge poritions' 16" and a 
rounded proximal portion33. 
The lower main protecting member 39 is substantially 

similar in plan to the projected image of a human finger 
and to the lower main protecting member 10' of the fin 
ger protecting device A, but differs from the lower pro 
tecting member 10, in that its overall dimensions are 
somewhat smaller than those of its counter part in the 
finger cot A, such that the lower protecting member 30 
will principally cover the inside and a portion of the 
siles of a user's finger, as will be explained in more 
detail later. 
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erably congruent in plan to the tip end 14 and body 
portion 13 of the lower main protecting member 30, in 
that it includes a rounded distal tip end 19', lateral side 
portions 20' and a proximal end portion 21'. The proxi 
mal end portion 21 of the upper protecting member 31, 
differs however from the proximal end portion 21' of the 
upper protecting member 11' of the finger cot A, in that 
it includes a substantially deeper and wider recess or dart 
34, that extends toward the distal tip end 19 to a sub 
stantially greater depth than the recess 22. The recess 
34 may have any desired shape, but as illustrated in 
Figure 4, is preferably of a saw-toothed configuration, 
the apex of the recess being oriented toward the distal 
tip end 19' of the upper protecting member 31 and hav 
ing a sufficient depth to normally uncover the major 
back portion of the wearer's finger. The purpose and 
function of the saw-toothed recess 34 will be explained 
in more detail as the description proceeds. 
The lower and upper protecting members 30 and 31, 

respectively, may be constructed of any suitable protec 
tive material, similar to the protective material employed 
in the finger protecting device A, that is flexible and 
easily shaped, as for example leather or plastic, but it 
should be understood that any other material may be 
employed instead, depending upon a particular operating 
condition or usage. 
The elastic tensioning member 32 is preferably formed 

with an untensioned dimension substantially equal to the 
width of the lower and upper body members 13' and 18', 
respectively, and having a longitudinal length sufficient 
to close the saw-toothed recess 34 and extend nearly up 
to the rounded tip ends 14 and 19 of the lower and 
upper protecting members 30 and 31, respectively. 
The elastic tensioning member 32 is preferably se 

cured between the lower protecting member 30 and upper 
protecting member 31, such that its transverse edge por 
tion 36 forms a continuation of the proximal end portion 
21 of the upper protecting member 31. 

It should be noted however, that the transverse edge 
portion 36 of the elastic tensioning member 32 will cover 
a substantial back portion of the wearer's finger, and 
will thus serve as a circumscribing tensioning member to 
maintain a Snug fit between the lower and upper protect 
ing members 30 and 31 and the user's finger. The elastic 
tensioning member 32 and upper protecting member 31 
Substantially cover the back portion of the wearer's fin 
ger and proximally extend to a point below the inter 
mediate knuckle, thereby affording a maximum finger 
action to the wearer and a minimum of interference with 
the normal flexing movements. 
Thus it will be appreciated that the novel elastic ten 

sioning member 32, together with the saw-toothed re 
cess 34 in the upper protecting member 31, provide a 
continuous tensioning action to snugly retain the finger 
protecting device B around a user's finger, regardless of 
the flexed position of the wearer's finger. 
The upper protecting member 31 and lower protecting 

member 30, are marginally secured to each other with 
the elastic tensioning member intermediately positioned 
therebetween, by lock stitching 23, similar to the con 
struction used in the finger cot A. It should be noted, 
however, that the lock stitching 23 in the modified fin 
ger protecting device or cot B, extends beyond the junc 
ture point of the resilient strap retaining member 12' 
with the lower member 30, to a point 37, adjacent the 
proximal end portion 33. The marginal extension of 
the lock stitching 23' to the point 37 not only serves 
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6 
to strengthen the marginal edges of the lower main pro 
tecting member 30 in the zone adjacent the proximal 
end portion 33, but also serves to hold the lateral side 
portions 16 of the lower protecting member 30 around 
the user's finger, thereby reducing the possibility of inter 
digital interference and rubbing, while the cot is in use. 
As best shown in Figure 4, the proximal end portion 

33 of the lower protecting member 30 is preferably 
formed with a convex configuration, to thereby extend 
the Zone of protection for the inside portion of the 
user's finger, substantially up to the juncture point of 
the finger and hand, though it should be understood that 
any other desired end configuration could be used at the 
proximal end portion 33 of the finger protecting device B, 
as desired. 
Thus it will be appreciated that the novel saw-toothed 

recess 34 and underlying elastic tensioning member 32 
cooperate in the finger cot B to provide a controlled 
tensioning action of the cot around the wearer's finger 
and a maximum finger action to the wearer while in use. 
In addition, the multiple layer construction utilized in 
the finger cot B affords a somewhat greater degree of 
protection to the back tip portion of the user's finger, due 
to the increased thickness of material at this point, which 
may be particularly advantageous under more hazardous 
operating conditions. 

While only two specific embodiments of the present 
invention have been herein described, it should be under 
stood that modifications and variations may be effected 
without departing from the scope of the novel concepts 
herein disclosed. 

I claim as my invention: 
A finger protecting device comprising a first flexible 

material member having an elongated body portion, a 
distal end and a proximal end, said first member being 
shaped to substantially cover the inside and a portion of 
each side of a user's finger, a second flexible material 
member shaped to cover a portion of the back and sides 
of a user's finger that includes a body portion, a distal 
end and a proximal end having a transverse edge portion, 
said transverse edge portion having a saw-toothed recess 
extending toward the distal end of said second member, 
an elastic member between said first and second mem 
bers to close said saw-toothed indentation and provide a 
Snug-fitting engagement of the device around a user's 
finger, said elastic member being marginally secured be 
tween said first and second members at the body por 
tions thereof, said members being secured together by 
lock stitching that extends around the distal ends and 
body portions of the first and second members, and 
elastic strap means secured substantially at the proximal 
end of said first member to retain the device on a user's 
finger. 
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