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To all whom it may concern: '

e it known that I, Epmuxp Z. Wi-
KOSHESKY, a citizen of the United States,
residing at Chicago, in the county of Cook
and State of Illinois, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Canceling-
Stamps, of which the following is a specilgl-
cation.

My invention relates to improvements in
canceling stamps, and especially to that class
of stamp used in the postal department for
the cancellation of postage stamps applied
to packages or boxes and the like.

My object is to provide a revolving self-
inking stamp of this class of simple, eco-
nomical and improved construction, and my
device is illustrated in the accompanying
drawing, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved stamp; Fig. 2, an enlarged view in
longitudinal section; and Fig. 3, a view in
transverse section taken on line 3 in Fig. 2.

A tube A of requisite length and open at
its lower end, as shown in Fig. 2, is provided
at 1ts opposite end with a cap a and forms
the handle of the stamp. Within the handle
is placed an absorbent material B, which ex-
tends from slightly below the open end of
the tube throughout approximately two-
thirds or three-fourths the length of the
handle and forms a core, having a chamber
b above it, or. within the end of the handle,
as shown in Fig. 2, to afford an ink-reser-
voir. The chamber B is filled with liquid
ink C and is sealed by a gasket or packing
disk ‘¢* which is confined against the end of
the tube by the cap a. A collar D surrounds
the handle and is adapted to be adjustably
confined thereon through the medium of a
set-screw d. Two similar spring-fingers E
are secured to the collar between flanges e
by screws ¢!, and at their free ends are pro-
vided ‘with holes for receiving the trunnions

_ f projecting from the shaft F of the stamp-

wheel. This wheel, as shown, comprises a

‘core G of wood, or other suitable material,

through which the shaft I passes and to
which it is rigidly secured, and a rim g,
upon the outer surface
of which is formed the canceling characters.

In-devices of this type it is necessary to
frequently change the stamp, for various

. reasons, and for this purpose the spring-
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fingers are provided, so that upon spreading
them apart the stamp-wheel may be readily
removed and another. substituted therefor,

which may be as readily adjusted in work-
ing position between the fingers.

In use, the device is taken in the hand of
the operator and the wheel rolled over a
row or a number of stamps on a mail pack-
age, by which act the stamps applied there-

| to may be canceled, regardless of any irregu-

larity in the surface of the wrapper to which
the stamps are applied. The ink contained
in the chamber percolates or passes through
the core by capillary attraction and as the
wheel revolves in contact therewith a suffi-
cient quantity thereof is deposited upon the
canceling characters of the wheel to produce

4 clear imprint as the wheel is rolled over the

stamps.

In perfecting my device, great difficulty
has been experienced in the proper selection
of material for the core which would not
become hard or crusted at its exposed end,
or deteriorate through long use, while per-
mitting of an even distribution or flow of
ink therethrough. To avoid these objections
and to afford the best possible results, I take
a hank of yarn of greater diameter than that
of the tube and with a proper instrument
draw it into the tube the desired distance.
As the yarn is drawn within the tube it is
compressed to the desired degree to afford
the proper density to the core, and its pro-
jecting end is then trimmed off to the requi-
site length to project slightly from the tube.
The handle, or tube, at this end is prefer-

‘ably reamed or curved at its inner edge as

shown at 2 (Fig. 2), so as to allow the core
to round out or expand slightly, as shown
in that figure, to form a soft and slightly
fluffy surface for contact with the wheel.

It has been found in practice that ink
used with stamps of this kind flows differ-
ently under different temperatures, there be-
ing a wide range of difference between its
action during winter months and during
the summer months. On this account it is
very desirable that. there be provided a
ready adjustment of the whee!l to and from
the core to vary the contact between them ac-
cording to conditions and to properly afford
the desired coating of ink to the characters
of the wheel. As the wheel in revolving
gradually wears the core, provision is. made
also for the adjustment of the wheel to any
angle (in a horizontal plane) relative to its
previous position, by which the wear of the
core may be made uniform. The collar D
may be moved along the tube or handle, and
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- fined thereupon at any desired point by the -
set-screw d, which provides for.any adjust-
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rotated about the same and securely con-

ment of the roller as occasion demands.
‘What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—
1. In a stamp of the character described,
the combination of a hollow handle, an ink-
supplying core within the handle, a collar

revolmbly mounted on and adjustably se-.

cured to the handle, fingers extending from
the collar and a roller rotatably confined be-
tween said fingers and against the core, for
the purpose set forth.

2. In a stamp of the character described,

the combination of a hollow handle con--

taining a chamber, an ink-supplying core
within the handle, a collar revolubly mount-
ed on and adjustably secured to the handle,
spring-fingers projecting from said collar,
and a canceling roller rotatably confined be-
tween said fingers and against the core, for
the purpose set forth.

3. In a stamp of the character described,
the combination of a hollow handle contain-
ing a chamber, an ink-supp‘lyin%‘ core within
said handle and composed of strands of

-ing a handle havin
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yarn projecting beyond one end thereof, an

inking roller, and means for adjusting said
roller to and from said core and for adjust-
ing the line of contact of the roller with the
core in any direction transversely of the
core, for the purpose set forth. : )

4. In a stamp of the character described,
the combination of a cylindrical tube form-
a flaring open end, a
compressed ink-conducting core within said
tube extending short of one of its ends to
form a chamber within the handle and pro-
jecting in an expanded form beyond said
open end, a collar loosely mounted on the
tube, spring fingers attached to and extend-
ing from the collar, a printing roller ro-
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tatably confined between the fingers, said

collar being slidable and rotatable about the
tube to adjust the position of said roller
relative to the core, and means for holding
said collar in adjusted position on
dle, for the purpose set forth.

EDMUND Z. WILKOSHESKY.

In the presence of—
> Cras. E. Gayiorp,
Rarrr ScHAEFER.
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