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(57) Abstract :

A process for catalytically hydrotreating heavy hydrocarbon oil which comprises sequentially conducting (1) hydrodeme-
tallization, (2) hydrocracking and (3) hydro-desulfurization and denitrification, and uses a catalyst having a pore size distribution
restricted to a specified range when determined by the nitrogen desorption method in the hydro-desulfurization and denitrifica-
tion step. This process can provide an oily product having a reduced sulfur content at a high cracking ratio and is free from the

troubles of the apparatus caused by sludge.
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