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To all, whom it inctly concern: 
Be it known that I, WALLACE F. iDUNN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at La 
Porte, Indiana, have invented certain new 

5 and useful Improvements in Billiard-Table 
Cushions, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

simple, economical, and efficient cushion par 
Io ticularly adapted for use in connection with 

billiard-tables; and the invention consists in 
the features and combinations hereinafter 
described and claimed. 

In the accompanying drawing the figure 
I5 shows a transverse section, about full size, of 

a billiard cushion and rail embodying my im 
provements. 

In the art to which my invention relates, it 
is Well known that billiard-tables are provided 

2O. With Cushions having a practically sharp edge, 
Such sharp edge being necessary to prevent 
the balls from “jumping’ the table on strik 
ing the cushion. The use of a sharp-edged 
Cushion is, however, objectionable, in that it 

25 reduces the elastic surface back of the strik 
ing-point of the ball, and consequently the 
movements of the ball are retarded to a con 
siderable extent. 

It has been attempted to overcome the ob 
3O jections to sharp-edged cushions by rounding 

the striking-edge and thereby providing a 
more elastic surface back of the striking-point 
of the ball. This construction, however, has 
not been successful or practical owing to the 

35 fact that the edge of the cushion being 
rounded the ball is more apt to “jump' from 
the table, as when pressed back under the 
impact of the ball the edge of the cushion is 
turned slightly upward and the rounded sur 

4o face presented to the ball makes it easier for 
the ball to jump the table. I have discovered, 
however, that by making a cushion with a 
rounded edge and inserting stiffening or re 
inforcing material back of or adjacent to the 

45 rounded edge it overcomes to a considerable 
extent the tendency of the rounded edge to 
turn or curl upward under the impact of the 
ball. 
cushion eminently successful and practical 

and as such constitutes the principal feature 5o 
of my invention. 
In the accompanying drawing, A is the 

cushion-rail; B, the cushion, which is pref 
erably triangular in shape and is secured to 
the rail in the usual manner. 55 

Cindicates the cloth or covering for the 
cushion. 
D indicates the edge of the cushion, which, 

as illustrated in the drawing, is rounded in a 
pronounced manner. 

In constructing a billiard-cushion with my 
improvements, I make a cushion B of the de 
sired form and size and provide it with a pro 
nounced curve or rounded edge D at the point 
or line on which the billiard-ball impacts. I 65 
then insert a strip of practically non-extensi 
ble material E in the cushion substantially 
parallel with its inner face and a short dis 
tance therefrom. This piece E is preferably 
formed of canvas, though I do not desire to 
be limited to the use of the same, but intend 
to use any desired stiffening material. This 
strip of stiffening or reinforcing material is 
continued, as at F, and is embedded back of 
or adjacent to the rounded edge, extending 75 
preferably backward and upward therefrom, 
as shown in the drawing, or substantially in 
the line of compression. The effect of this 
reinforcing material is such that when the 
rounded edge is pressed back the reinforcing 
material overcomes to a great extent the tend 
ency of the rubber to be compressed under 
the stroke of the ball and also tends to pre 
vent the edge of the cushion from being bent 
upward, the result being that the full benefit 85 
is derived from the rounded edge of the cush 
ion and the ball less liable to jump the table. 
While I have described my invention more 

or less minutely as to details, as being em 
bodied in certain precise forms, I do not de 
sire to be limited thereto unduly any more 
than is pointed out in the claims. On the 
contrary, I contemplate all proper changes 
in form, construction, and arrangement, the 
omission of immaterial elements, and the Sub- 95 
stitution of equivalents as circumstances may 
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1. In a billiard-table cushion, the combina 
tion, with a cushion-strip having a rounded 
front, upper, edge, of an interiorly-arranged 
face-hardening device, composed of some 
practically non-extensible material, and hav 
ing its main portion arranged nearly, or quite, 
parallel with the working face of the cushion 
Strip, While its upper portion is bent rear 
Wardly and extends backwardly from the said 
rounded edge of the cushion-strip; all sub 
stantially as and for the purposes hereinbe 
fore set forth. - 

2. In a billiard-table cushion, the combina 
tion, with a cushion-strip having an upper 
front rounded edge, of a face-hardening Strip 
E, having an upper rearwardly-extended por 
tion F; the whole constructed and arranged 
to operate in substantially the manner, and 
for the purposes hereinbefore set forth. 

WALLACE F. DUNN. 
Witnesses: 

W. P. MUSSEY, 
THOS, I. SHERIDAN. 


